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J.N  the  year  1566,  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  an  opulent 
merchant  of  London,  actuated  by  a  laudable  desire 
to  facilitate  commercial  transactions,  proposed  to  the 
corporation  of  London  to  erect,  at  his  own  expense, 
a  commodious  building,  for  merchants  to  meet  and 
transact  business,  provided  they  would  furnish  him 
with  a  convenient  spot  for  the  same.  The  city, 
readily  acquiescing  in  this  proposal,  purchased  four- 
score houses,  which  formed  two  alleys,  leading  out 
of  Conihill  into  Threadneedle-street,  called  New  St. 
Christopher's  and  Swan  Alleys,  for  three  thousand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-t^i'^o  pounds.  The  materials 
of  these  houses  were  spld  for  four  hundred  and  se- 
venty-eight pounds ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  with 
several  of  the  aldermen,  laid  the  first  bricks  of  the 
new  building,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1 566 ;  each  alder- 
man laying  one,  and  giving  a  piece  of  gold  to  the 
ifrorkmen,  who  persevered  with  such  alacrity,  that 
the  building  was  roofed  in  by  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber following,  and  was  soon  after  completed,  under 
the  name  of  The  Burse. 

Sir  Thomas,  by  his  will,  dated  the  g6th  of  No- 
vember, 1 579)  devised  this  stately  fabric  to  the  mayor 
and  citizens  of  London,  and  the  company  of  mercers, 
to  be  equally  enjoyed  and  possessed  by  them,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  and  the  profits  arising  thereby, 
on  condition  that  the  citizens,  out  of  their  moiety, 
should  pay  a  salary  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum  each, 
to  four  lecturers,  to  read  lectures  in  divinity,  astro- 
nomy, music,  and  geometry,  in  his  mansion-house, 
viz.  Gresham  College ;  and  to  pay  six  pounds  thir- 
teen shillings  and  four  pence  per  ann.  each,  to  eight 
alms-people,  situate  behind  the  said  college,  in  Broad- 
street;  and  ten  pounds  yearly  to  each  of  the  prisons 
of  Newgate,  Ludgate,  King's-behcb,  Marshalsea,  and 
Wood-street  Compter.    And  that  the  mercers,  out 
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of  their  moiety^  should  pay  fifty  pounds  per  ana. 
each,  to  three  lecturers,  to  read  lectures  in  ktw, 
physiC)  and  rhetoric,  in  his  mansion*house;  and  one 
faundred  pounds  per  ann.  for  four  quarterly  dinners 
at  their  own  hall,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  whole 
company ;  and  ten  pounds  yearly,  each,  to  Christ's^ 
St.  Bartholomew's,  Bethlehem,  and  St.  Thomas's 
Hospitals,  to  the  Spital,  and  to  the  Poultry  Compter. 
There  being  a  great  increase  of  foreigners  in  the 
metropolis,  and  a  jealousy  subsisting  between  £ng«- 
land  and  Spain,  her  msgesty,  in  the  year  1 567 ^  comr 
manded  ike  lord  mayor  to  take  the  name,  quality, 
and  profession,  of  all  strangers  residing  within  the 
city  of  London;  on  which  examination  there  ap* 
peared  to  be  as  follows :  Scots,  forty ;  French,  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight;  ^aniards  and  Portu* 

fuese,  forty-five ;  Italians,  one  himdred  and  forty ; 
)utch,  two  thousand  and  thirty ;  Buigundians,  forty- 
four ;  Danes,  two  ;  Liegois,  one* 

The  following  year.  Sir  Thomas  Rowe;  knight, 
gave  a  burial  ground,  at  the  north-east  c(»*ner  of 
Moorfields,  since  called  Old  Bethlehem  Burial* 
ground,  and  containing  about  an  acre  of  land,  for 
the  burial  of  poor  citizens  gratis ;  which  he  inclosed 
with  a  brick-walL  He  also  appointed  a  sermon  to 
be  preached,  every  Whitsunday  morning,  before  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen ;  and  gave  several  other 
very  charitable  legacies. 

A  conduit,  for  the  reception  of  Thames  water, 
was  erected  in  this  year,  at  Walbrook  corner,  at  the 
expense  of  the  citizens  of  London. 

The  drawing  of  the  first  lottery  mentioned  in  the 
English  history,  was  begun  on  the  1 1th  of  January, 
1 569,  at  the  west  door  of  St.  PauPs,  and  contmu^ 
day  and  night,  without  intermissidn,  till  the  6th  of 
May.  The  number  of  lots  was  forty  thousand ;  the 
4  prizes 
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prizes  were  of  plate,  and  the  profits  were  appro- 
priated to  the  repair  of  the  havens  of  the  kingdom. 

An  order  of  common-council  was  made  in  this 
year,  for  the  beadles  belonging  to  the  hospitals  to 
take  up  all  sturdy  beggars  and  vagrants,  and  to  carry 
them  to  Bridewell ;  all  sick,  lame,  blind,  and  aged, 
to  be  carried  to  St.  Bartholomew's,  or  St.  Thomas's  ; 
and  all  children  beggars,  under  the  age  of  sixteen, 
to  Christ's  Hospital ;  appointing  to  the  beadles  of 
^ach  hospital  their  proper  circuit  or  district,  with  se- 
vere  penalties  upon  their  neglect  of  duty.  But  this 
act  had  not  its  effect.  The  streets,  next  year, 
swarmed  again  with  beggars,  vagrants,  and  maimed 
soldiers.  It  was  then  resolved  to  appoint  a  city- 
marshal,  who,  in  a  more  effectual  manner,  might 
dehver  the  citizens  from  the  disgrace  and  mischief 
of  being  over-run  with  sturdy  beggars,  &c.  And 
the  committee,  to  whom  this  appointment  was  given 
in  charge,  chose  William  Sympson  and  John  Read, 
two  able  persons,"  (for  the  consideration  of  six  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence  a  day,  for  them  and  their 
horses,  and  six  persons  a-piece,  of  their  own  choos- 
ing, to  attend  on  each  day,  at  twelve  pence  each) 
whose  office  was  to  take  some  course  with  those  va- 
grants and  wandering  people, .  so  as  to  clear  the 
streets  of  them,  and  to  deliver  them  to  their  several 
places  and  punishments,  if  they  deserved  it.  And 
for  the  more  ready  executing  this  office,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  one  month's  pay,  of  twenty-eight  days  to 
the  month,  should  be  paid  to  them  beforehand ;  and 
accordingly  the  aldermen,  by  way  of  loan,  disbursed 
the  same,  amounting  to  thirty-five  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  four  pence.  And  it  was  also  thought  con- 
venient, that  twelve  fair  partisans,  suitably  and  con- 
veniently armed,  should,  at  present,  be  provided  by 
the  chamberlain  for  this  service,  at  the  charge  of  tfie 
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eity;  end  coats,  or  mandilions,  for  the  attendants 
upon  the  marshals.  The  office  of  city  marshal  on* 
ginated  in  this  regulation. 

The  execution  of  this  office  was  attended  with 
such  an  expense  to  the  citizens,  that  it  was  found 
adviseable  to  balance  it  by  the  abolition  of  the  old 
pompous  watch,  in  which  a  vast  sum  of  money  was 
expended  to  no  useful  purpose ;  and  in  lieu  of  this, 
the  commou-council  appointed  a  nightly  watch, 
nearly  similar  to  what  exists  at  present. 

During  the  summer  of  this  year,  the  plague  again 
broke  out  in  London,  which  occasioned  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Michaelmas  term,  first  to  November,  and 
afterwards  to  the  ensuing  Hilary  term ;  and  the  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  issued  their  special  orders  for 
preventing  idle  persons  from  going  about  the  streets, 
who  might  disperse  the  infection  among  the  ci- 
tizens. 

About  this  time,  the  city  laid  out  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  eight  pence 
in  cleansmg  the  city  ditch,  from  Aldgate  to  the  pos- 
tern on  Tower-hill,  and  making  a  new  sewer  and 
wharf  of  timber,  from  the  head  of  the  postern  into 
the  town  ditch.  Before  this  time,  the  ditch  had  al* 
ways  lain  open,  without  wall  or  pale ;  and  it  was 
well  stocked  with  divers  kinds  of  good  fish. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  in  the  year  1 570,  her  ma- 
jesty, attended  by  the  nobility,  went  into  the  city, 
and  dined  with  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  knight,  at  his 
house  in  Bishopsgate-street.  After  dinner,  her  ma- 
jesty returned  through  Cornhill,  went  into  the  Burse, 
newly  built  by  Sir  Thomas,  and,  after  viewing  it  in 
all  parts,  commanded  proclamation  to  be  made  by  a  • 
herald,  with  sound  of  trumpet,  that  thenceforth  it 
should  go  by  the  appellation  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change. 

A  dispute 
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A  dispute  arose  at  thk  time,  between  the  tenants 
of  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon* 
don,  respecting  the  exercise  of  the  mayor's  authority 
among  them:  the  dispute  was  referred  to  the  lord 
keeper,  the  two  chief  justices,  and  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  who  determined  it  in  favour  of  the 
city ;  and  that,  for  the  future,  the  mayor  might  as 
ju^y  exercise  his  authority  in  the  bishop's  rents,  in 
Hdibom,  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  city. 

It  will  probably  astonish  those,  who  look  for  the 
perfection  of  civilization  under  Elizabeth,  to  hear  that 
the  trial  by  combat  might  be  legally  demanded  dur- 
ing her  reign ;  and  that  the  judges  of  the  common- 
pleas  actually  sat  in  Tothill-fields,  Westminster,  on 
the  18th  of  June,  1671,  to  decide  by  such  pleadings; 
but,  judging  from  the  relation  of  the  circumstance  in 
Howes's  Chronicle,  p.  668,  it  is  probable  that  some 
compromise  had  taken  place,  to  bring  the  question 
before  the  judges  in  a  more  eiViY  way ;  since  a  deci- 
sion was  given  against  one  of  the  parties,  on  a  pre- 
tended non-appearance,  although  his  champion  was 
in  court. 

An  act  of  parliament  was  passed  in  this  year, 
directing  a  new  cut  or  trench  to  be  made  at  the 
charge  of  the  mayor,  commonalty,  and  citizens  of 
London,  whereby  the  river  Lea  Was  to  be  made  to 
convey  all  victuals,  corn,  and  other  necessaries,  from' 
the  town  of  Ware  to  the  city  of  London,  and  from 
London  to  Ware.  By  this  means  the  conveyance 
of  grain  and  other  provisions  out  of  Hertfordshire 
was  greatly  faciUtated,  and  a  considerable  expense  of 
land  carriage  saved. 

In  the  same  year  the  streets  in  the  eastern 
suburbs  of  London,  as  far  as  Whitechapel-bars, 
were,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  <H:dered  to  be 
paved. 

The 
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The  conspiracy  of  which  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had 
been  recently  convicted  appearing  to  Elizabeth  to 
render  more  than  ordinary  precautions  necessary  fyt 
the  security  of  her  throne,  she  issued  an  ord^,  in 
1 579 J  to  the  citizens  of  London  to  leam  and  practise 
the  use  of  arms  in  case  of  any  emergency  in  which 
she  might  want  their  assistance.  In  consequence  of 
this  precept,  th^  lord  mayor  directed  the  masters  and 
assistants  of  every  company  to  select  the  young  and 
active  men  out  of  their  respective  bodies  for  that  pur- 
pose; and,  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  March,  the 
several  companies  met,  when  three  thousand  young 
citizens  were  embodied  under  able  officers.  Of 
these,  some  were  made  musquetears,  and  the  cest 
pikemen^  and  so  expeditiou^y  were  they  trained, 
that,  on  the  l«t  of  May,  they  were  reviewed  by  the 
queen  at  Greenwich,  and  e;^ecuted  their  manceuvres 
with  great  dexterity. 

The  poulterers  having  entered  into  a  combination 
to  raise  the  price  of  poultry,  a  proclamation  was  pub- 
lished by  the  lord  mayor,  on  the  4th  of  April, 'fot 
restraining  them  from  taking  more  thaa  the  prices 
fixed  in  the  following  table. 

In  the  shops. 

S*     D« 

The  best  swan  at  -  -  -    6     8 

The  best  cygnet  at        •^         .♦-60 
The  best  crane  at  -  -  -60 

The  best  stork  at  *  «-        -    4    0 

The  best  heron  at  -  -  -26 

The  best  bittern  at        -  -        •  -    2    0 

The  best  shoveler  or  pelican  at         *         -    2    0 
The  best  wild  mallard  at        -  •        -06 

The  best  widgeon  at  •         -        .      *    0    3 

The  best  teal  at        -  -  -        -    0     3 

Hie  best -capon  at  -  •-18 

The 
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The  second  sort  of  capons,  each  at      -^  - 

The  best  hen  at  -  -  - 
The  best  green  goose,  till  May-day,  each  at 
The    best    green  geese,    after    May-day, 

each  at  -  - 

The  best  rabbits  at  .  -  - 
The  best  rabbit-runner,  after  May,  each  at 

The  best  pigeons,  a  dozen  at  -  - 
The  best  pullets,  each  at            - 

The  best  chickens,  each  at                -  - 

The  smaller  sort  of  chickens,  ^ach  at    -  - 

The  best  woodcocks,  each  at             -  - 

The  best  green  plover  at         -         -  - 

The  best  grey  plover  at                -  - 

The  best  snipe  at                -                -  - 

The  best  blackbirds,  a  dozen  at        -  - 

The  best  larks,  a  dozen  at        -            -  - 

The  best  knot  at               -               -  - 

The  best  gulls,  each  at                -  - 

The  best  goose  at               -               -  " 
The  best  butter;  till  AUhallows,  the  pound  at 
The  best  eggs,  till  Michaelmas,  five  for 
The  best  eggs  till  Ash-Wednesday,  four  for 

In  the  markets. 
The  best  wild  mallard  at 

The  best  capon  at  -  -  -  " 
The  second  sort  of  capons,  each  at    - 

The  best  hen  at                -                -  - 

The  best  pigeons,  a  dozen  at        -        -  - 
The  best  chickens^  each  at             - 
Tlie  smaller  sort  of  chickens,  each  at 

The  best  woodcock  at            .            .  - 

The  green  plover  at  -  -  " 
The  best  blackbirds,  a  dozen  at 

The  best  larks,  a  dozen  at  -  - 
The  best  goose  at 
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The  queen,  intending  to  make  a  progress  through 
the  counties  in  this  year,  sent  a  letter  to  the  lord 
mayor,  enjoining  him  to  have  a  special  regard  to 
the  good  government  and  peace  of  the  city  during 
her  absence ;  for  the  better  accomplishment  of 
which  she  appointed  certain  of  her  privy-counsellors 
to  be  his  advisers  and  assistants,  with  whom  he  was 
■ordered  to  consult  once  a  week,  or  oftener. 

In  the  year  1573,  the  price  of  wheat  was  raised  to 
two  pounds  six  shillings  the  quarts ;  beef  was  sold 
for  one  shilling  and  ten  pence  the  stone,  and  all  other 
flesh  and  white  meats  at  an  excessive  price*  This 
jncrease  in  price  was  not  occasioned  by  any  de** 
ficiency  of  produce,  but  by  the  secret  exportation  of 
provisions  to  the  Netherlands,  then  laid  waste  by 
civil  wars ;  wherefore,  the  lord  mayor  sent  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  lord  treasurer,  "  that  unless  the 
ministry  would  see  redress  thereof  in  time,  the 
scarcity  must  shordy  be  felt  more  powerfully,  even 
by  those  in  the  highest  stations  of  life."  At  the 
same  time  an  act  of  common-council  was  passed  to 
prevent  the  excessive  consumption  of  provisions  at 
the  feasts  of  the  companies  and  at  the  magistrates' 
tables. 

The  plague  again  broke  out  at  London  in  1 574 ; 
on  which  account  the  queen,  to  prevent  the  con- 
course of  people  from  spreading  the  contagion,  de- 
sired the  lord  mayor  not  to  give  any  entertainment 
at  Guildhall,  on  the  anniversary  of  his  entering  on 
his  office. 

The  exhibition  of  stage  plays  and  interludes, 
which  had  been  occasionally  practised  by  ingenious 
tradesmen  and  gentlemens'  servants,  was  now  be- 
come a  regular  profession  ;  and  the  different  places 
for  these  exhibitions^  which  were  large  rooms  in 
inns,  were  become  commoja  nurseries  of  vice  and 
lewdness*    To  suppress  which,  the  common-council 
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passed  an  act,  wherein  it  was  ordained  as  follows  : 
*'  That  no  play  should  be  openly  played  within  the 
liberty  of  the  city,  wherein  should  be  uttered  any 
words,  examples,  or  doings  of  any  unchastity,  sedi- 
tion, or  such-like  unfit  and  uncomely  matter,  upon 
pain  of  imprisonment  for  fourteen  days,  and  five 
pounds  for  every  such  offence.  That  no  inn-keeper, 
&c.  shall  show  or  play,  or  cause  to  be  shown  or 
played,  within  his  house,  or  yard,  any  play  which 
shall  not  be  first  perused,  and  allowed  by  order  of 
the  lord  mayor,  and  court  of  aldermen.  And  that 
no  person  shall  be  allowed  lo  play,  but  shall  be  there- 
unto admitted  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen^ 
And  .that  every  person  to  be  licensed  shall  pay  to 
the  use  of  the  poor  in  the  hospitals  of  the  city,  or  to 
the  poor  visited  with  sickness,  certain  sums  to  be 
agreed  upon,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  his  said  license. 
And  that  all  sums  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  any 
offence  against  this  act,  shall  be  employed  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  of  the  hospitals,  or  of  the  poor  infect- 
ed or  diseased  in  the  city;  to  be  sued  for  and  re- 
covered by  the  chamberlain  in  the  court  of  the 
outer  chamber  of  Guildhall,  London,  called  the 
Mayor's  Court,'^ 

The  public  performers  petitioned  the  queen  and 
council  for  license  to  act  as  usual;  but  after  a  full 
hearing  they  could  not  obtain  permission  except 
under  the  restrictions  of  the  above  act  of  common- 
council,  and  of  another  act,  made  ip  the  mayoralty  of 
Hawes,  by  which  they  were  enjoined  not  to  play  on 
Sundays,  nor  on  holidays,  till  after  evening  prayers, 
and  hot  to  act  after  dark,  but  to  conclude  at  such 
time,  that  the  audience  might  return  to  their  dwelU 
ings  before  sun  set. 

In  the  year  157^,  minutes  of  several  regulations 
for  the  reforming  of  public  grievances  were  made  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  in  the  court  of  Star- 
chamber, 
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chsmber,  one  of  which,  fijr  the  suppression  of  the 
superfluous  alehouses,  being  communicated  to  the 
loni  mayor^  he,  with  the  assistance  of  the  recorders 
of  Southwark  and  Lambeth,  put  down  above  two 
hundred)  in  their  several  jurisdictions.  This  exam- 
ple was  immediately  followed  by  the  magistrates  of 
Westminster,  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  the  Tower- 
hamletS)  and  those  parts  of  the  county  contiguous  to 
the  metropolis. 

At  this  time  the  lord  mayor,  recorder,  and  other 
magistrates  of  the  city,  exerted  themselves  so 
effectually  in  executing  the  laws  against  vice  and 
immorality,  that,  at  the  assizes  then  held  for  the  city 
of  London,  there  was  not  one  criminal  to  be  tried ; 
the  reason  whereof  is  set  forth  in  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  William  Fletewood,  recorder  of 
London,  to  the  lord  treasurer,  then  with  the  court  at 
Buxton,  viz.  "  The  only  cause  that  this  reformation 
taketh  so  good  effect  here  about  London,  is,  that 
when,  by  order,  we  have  either  justly  executed  the 
law,  or  performed  the  council^s  commandment,  we 
were  wont  to  have  either  a  great  man^s  letter,  a 
lady^s  ring,  or  some  other  token  from  such  other 
inferior  persons^  as  will  devise  one  untruth  or  other  to 
accuse  us  of,  if  we  perform  not  their  unlawful  re- 
quests. The  court  is  far  off ;  here  we  are  not 
troubled  with  letters,  neither  for  the  reprieve  of  this 
prisoner,  nor  for  sparing  that  fray-maker.  These 
secretaries,  chamber-keepers,  and  solicitors  in  the 
court,  procure  many  letters  from  their  lords  and 
ladies  upon  untrue  suggestions ;  the  which  letters  do 
great  hurt.'* 

The  following  extraordinary  pefformances  are  re- 
lated in  Howes's  Chronicle,  p.  680,  under  the  date 
of  1 5769  viz, 

"  A  strange  piece  of  work,  and  almost  incredible, 
was  brought  to  pass  by  an  Englishman,  born  within 

the 
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the  city  of  London,  and  a  clerk  of  the  chahceiyy 
named  Peter  Bales,  who,  by  his  industry  and  practise 
of  his  pen,  contrived  and  writ,  within^  the  compass 
of  a  penny,  in  Latin,  the  Lords  prayer,  the  cveed,  the 
ten  commandments,  a  prayer  to  God,  a  prayer  for 
the  queen,  his  posy,  his  name^  the  day  of  the  months 
the  year  of  onr  Lord,  and  the  reign  of  the  queen : 
and  at  Hampton  court  he  piresented  the  same  to  the 
queen's  majesty  in  the  head  of  a  ring  of  gold,  cover- 
ed with  a  crystal,  and  presented  therewith  an  excel- 
lent spectacle,  by  him  devised,  for  the  ea^er  reading 
thereof,  wherewith  her  majesty  read  all  that  waa 
written  therein^  and  did  wear  the  same  upon  hes 
finger/' 

^^  Also  about  the  same  time.  Mark  Scaliot,  black* 
smith,  bom  in  London,  for  trial  of  workmanship, 
made  one  hanging  lock  of  iron,  steel,  and  brass,  a 
pipe  key,^  filed  three  square,  with  a  pot  upon  the 
shaflt,  and  the  bow  with  two  SS,  all  clean  wrought^ 
which  weighed  but  one  grant  of  gold,  or  wheat  corn : 
he  made  also  a  chain  of  gold  of  forty-three  links,  to 
the  which  chain  the  lock  and  key  being  fastened 
and  put  about  a  flea's  neck^  she  drew  the  same,  all 
which  lock,  key,  chain,  and  flea,  weighed  but  one 
grain  and  a  half." 

L(»idon  had  a  very  narrow  escape  from  the  plague 
in  the  year  1577.  That  dreadful  scourge  made  it* 
appearance  in  the  Temple,  but  by  the  extreme  vigi- 
lance of  Fletewood,  the  recwder,  its  horrors  were 
prevented. 

In  this  year,  Mr.  William  Lamb,  citizen  and  clotji^ 
worker,  formerly  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  chapel 
to  King  Henry  VUL  drew  several  springs  of  wat^er 
into  one  head,  at  the  upper  end  of  Red*lion«street^ 
Holborn,  since  denominated  from  him.  Lamb's  con-- 
duit ;  and  at  the  expense  of  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  conveyed  the  water  through  leadea 

pipes 
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pipes  to  Snow-hill,  tvhere  it  was  received  iato  an 
old  conduit  which  he  had  repaired  for  that  parpose* 
This  conduit  remained  for  many,  years*  after  Cheap- 
side,  Aldermanbury,  and  other  conduits  were  4^« 
stroyed.  It  was  taken  down  in  1746,  to  make 
room  for  the  erection  of  the  Foundling  Hospital. 

In  the  year  L5799  Mr.  William  Kympton,  Aider-* 
man  of  London,  was  committed  to  the  fle^t-prison, 
by  the  lord  chancellor,  for  concealing  a  letter  sent 
him  by  the  Vicar  of  Hadley,  in  Middlesex,  inform- 
ing him  of  an  insurrection  at  Northall,  where  the 
people  had  tumultuously  pulled  down  some  pales. 
This  offence  being  deemed  a  misprision  of  treason^ 
he  was,  by  the  court  of  Star-chamber,  fined  five 
hundred  marks,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  ia 
the  Fleet  during  her  majesty's  pleasure. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  in  the  following  year,  a  dread- 
ful earthquake  happened  in  London,  which,  though 
its  duration  did  not  exceed  a  nxinute,  shattered  many 
houses  and  cbuFches,  and  several  people  were  killed 
by  the  stones  that  fell  from  the  buildings. 

About  this  time,  the  queen  issued  an^  order,  for 
again  ascertaining  the  number  of  foreigners  in  Lon-» 
don ;  when,  on  the  report  being  made,  it  appeared 
that  th^  amounted  to  six  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty-two,  nearly  three  times  as  many  as  in  1.567* 
viz.  Dutch,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  two ; 
French,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty^ 
eight ;  Itahans,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  EngUsht 
born  of  foreign  parents,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  forty-two;  other  nations,  four  hundred  and 
forty-seven ;  persons  not  certified,  two  hundred  and 
seventeen* 

This  considerable  increase  of  foreigners  in  the 
metropolis  was  productive  of  a  remonstrance  firom 
the  IcNTd  mayor  and  aldermen,  against  the  vast  in- 
crease of  new  buildings,  and  number  of  inhabitants 

withis^ 
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Within  the  city  and  suburbs  of  London,  chiefly  Od- 
casioned  by  the  gfeat  resort  of  people  from  abroad^ 
and  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  settle  there  :  which 
was  imagined  would  prove  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence, both  to  London  and  to  the  whole  nation,  if 
not  timely  remedied.  Wherefore^  her  majesty  issued 
a  proclamation,  by  which  it  was  forbidden  to  erect 
any  new  buildings  within  three  miles  from  the  city 
gates,  where  no  former  house  could  be  remembered 
to  have  been  by  any  one  living  :  and  also  to  suffer 
any  more  families  than  one  only,  to  be  placed  or  to 
inhabit  in  any  one  house:  with  power  to  the 
lord  mayor  to  commit  offenders  against  this  procla- 
mation, or  to  hold  them  to  bail.  And  when  Sir 
John  Branch,  the  next  lord  mayor,  went  to  take  the 
oath  in  the  Exchequer,  the  lord  treasurer  charged 
him  strictly  to  enforce  the  said  proclamation,  be- 
cause, said  he,  there  will,  from  an  increase  of  people, 
arise  an  excessive  price  of  victuals  and  fuel ;  and 
danger  of  plague  and  infection. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  1581,  the  populace  taking 
offence  at  the  images  with  which  the  cross  in  Cheap- 
side  was  decorated,  attempted  to  pull  the  whole 
down,  but  failing  in  their  design,  they  broke  and 
defaced  the  images ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  offer 
of  a  reward  of  forty  crowns,  the  offenders  were 
never  discovered. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  timber  for  the  use  of 
shipping,  as  well  as  for  fuel  to  the  inhabitants  of 
London,  the  parliament  passed  an  act  in  this  year, 
"  that  no  new  iron-work  should  be  erected  within 
twenty-two  miles  of  London,  or  within  fourteen  niiles 
of  the  river  Thames ;  nor  should  any  wood,  within 
the  limits  described,  be  converted  into  coal  or  fuel, 
for  the  making  of  iron. 

The  Turkey  company  was  incorporated  in  this 
year,  and  the  first  governor  was  Sir  Edward  Osbbrn, 

an 
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an  alderman  of  London.  The  embassador  who  was 
sent  by  Elizabeth  to  negotiate  their  friendly  recep- 
tion in  Turkey,  sailed  on  board  the  ship  Susan,  of 
London,  mounting  thirty-four  guns ;  a  vessel  of  con- 
siderable magnitude  at  that  period. 

In  the  year  1589,  the  luxury  of  the  times  having 
greatly  prevailed  among  people  of  all  degrees,  in 
their  apparel,  particularly  apprentices,  the  lord  mayor 
and  common-council  enacted,  "  That  no  apprentice 
whatsoever  should  presume,  1 .  To  wear  any  apparel 
but  what  he  receives  from  his  master.  2.  To  wear 
no  hat,  nor  any  thing  but  a  woollen  cap,  without  any 
silk  in  OR  about  the  same.  3.  To  wear  neither 
ruffles,  cuffs,  loose  collars,  nor  any  thing  than  a  ruff 
at  the  collar,  and  that  only  of  a  yard  and  half  long. 
4.  To  wear  no  doublets  but  what  are  made  of  can- 
vass, fustian,  sackcloth,  English  leather,  or  woollen, 
without  any  gold,  silver,  or  silk  trimming.  5.  To 
wear  no  other  coloured  cloth,  or  kersey,  in  hose  or 
stockings,  than  white,  blue,  or  russet.  6.  To  wear 
no  other  breeches  but  what  shall  be  of  the  same 
stuffs  as  the  doublets,  and  neither  stitched,  laced,  or 
bordered.  7.  To  wear  no  other  than  a  plain  upper 
coat,  of  cloth  or  leather,  without  pinking,  stitching, 
edging,  or  silk  about  it.  8.  To  wear  no  other 
surtout  than  a  cloth  gown  or  cloak,  lined  or  faced 
with  cloth,  cotton,  or  baize,  with  a  fixed  round  col- 
lar, without  stitching,  guarding,  lace,  or  silk.  9.  To 
wear  no  pumps,  slippers,  or  shoes,  hut  of  English 
leather,  without  being  pinked,  edged,  or  stitched : 
nor  girdles,  nor  garters,  other  than  of  crewel,  woollen, 
thread,  or  leather,  without  being  garnished.  10.  To 
wear  no  sword,  dagger,  or  other  weapon,  but  a 
knife:  nor  a  ring,  jewel  of  gold  nor  silver,  nor  silk 
in  any  part  of  his  apparel,  on  pain  of  being  punished 
ftt  the  discretion  of  the  master  for  the  first  offence  ; 
'     ^      I  to 


1 6  HISTORY   AND  SURVEY  OP 

to  be  pubiicly  whipped  at  the  hall  of  his  company 
for  a  second  offence ;  and  to  serve  six  months  longer 
than  specified  in  his  indentures  for  a  third  pf- 
ence/'  And  it  was  further  enacted,  "  That  no 
apprentice  should  frequent  or  go  to  any  dancings 
fencing,  or  musical  schools;  nor  keep  any  chest, 
press,  or  other  place,  for  keeping  of  apparel,  or  goods^ 
but  in  his  master's  house,  undar  the  penalties  sfote- 
said/' 

An  mgenious  German,  naiaed  Maurice,  submitted 
a  scheme  to  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  in  this 
year,  for  supplying  the  city  with  Thames  water,  by 
means.of  a  machine,  to  be  worked  by  the  stream  of 
the  tide,  under  London-bridge.  The  scheme  being 
approved,  the.  city  granted  Maurice  a  lease  of  one 
arch,  and  a  place  for  fixing  his  engine,  at  the  north 
end  of  the  bndge,  for  the  term  of  five  hundred 
years,  at  a  rent  of  ten  shillings  per  annum.  Two 
years  after,  he  obtained  a  lease  of  a  second  arch^ 
and  from  the  utility  of,  and  improvements  in,  the  in« 
vention,  Maurice  and  his  posterity  acquired  consider- 
able wealth.  It  continued  in  their  hands  till  170U 
at  which  time  the  wheels  occupied  four  arches,  wheii 
it  was  sold  to  Richard  Soams,  a  goldsmith,  for  thirty* 
six  thousand  pounds.  Immediately  after  the  purchase, 
Soams  obtained  a  confirmation  of  Maurice's  lease,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  twenty  shillings,  and  a  fine  of 
three  hundred  pounds ;  ^fter  which,  he  divided  the 
undertaking  into  three  hundred  shares,  .at  five  hun- 
dred pounds  each. 

The  first  instance  of  the  custom  of  the  nomination 
of  sheriffs,  by  the  lord  mayor  drinking  to  diem,  oc- 
curred in  the  year  1583. 

On  the  17tn  of  Septembery  in  this  year,  there  was 
a  splendid  shooting  match,  under  the  direction  of 
the  captain  of  the  London  archers,  who,  for  many 

years 
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years,  assumed  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Shoreditch  ;* 
and  who,  on  the  occasion,  summoned  his  nominal 
nobility  to  attend  him,  with  their  several  companies, 
under  the  following  titles;  the  Marquisses  of  Barlow, 
Clerkenwell,  Islington,  Hoxton,  and  Shacklewell,  the 
Earl  of  Pancras,  &c.  These,  to  the  number  of  three 
thousand,  assembled  at  the  place  appointed,  sumptu- 
ously apparelled,  and  nine  hundred  and  forty^two  of 
them  had  gold  chains  about  their  necks*  They 
marched  from  Merchant  Taylor's-hall,  the  residence 
of  their  captain, ,  through  RI oorfields  and  Finsbury, 
to  Smithfield;  where,  after  having  performed  their 
evolutions,  they^  shot  at  the  target  for  glory. 

In  the  year  1585,  her  majesty  being  .apprehensive 
of  an  invasion  from  Spain,  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  keep  the  nation  prepared  against  any  unforeseen 
attack.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  navy  was  put 
on  a  respectable  footing;  her  subjects  in  general  were 
disciplined  to  the  use  of  arms;  and  the  citizens,  at 
their  own  expense,  sent  five  thousand  men,  com- 
pletely armed,  to  encamp  on  Blackheath ;  at  which 
place  they  were  several  times  reviewed  by  the  queen. 
The  citizens  also,  soon  after,  sent  a  considerable  body 
•f  men,  completely  armed,  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Dutch,  against  the  Spaniards. 

In  the  month  of  July,  in  this  year,  the  magistrates 
of  London  took  great  pains  to  discover  the  houses 
that  harboured  the  cut-purses  and  robbers,  who  in- 
fested the  city.  Among  the  rest,  a  regular  school 
for  the  instruction  of  pick-pockets,  was  found 
at  Smart's  key,  near  Billingsgate.    The  method  of 

*  King  Henry  VIII.  having  appointed  a  shooting  match  at  Windsor, 
it  happened,  towards  night,  when  the  diversion  was  almost  over,  one 
Barlow,  a  citizen  of  London,  and  inhabitant  of  Shoreditch,  out-shot 
all  the  rest ;  with  which  his  majesty  was  so  well  pleased,  that  he  told 
Barlow,  that  he?nccforward  he  should  be  called  The  Duke  of  Shore- 
ditch ;  which  title  descended  for  several  generations,  with  the  captain* 
ship  of  the  London  archers, 

VOL  U.  »  teaching 
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teaching  this  art  was  as  follows:  In  the  centre  of 
the  room  was  a  pocket  with  counters  in*  it,  and  a 
purse  with  silver ;  both  of  which  were  suspended, 
and  small  bells  fixed  round  them.  The  test  of  pro- 
ficiency was,  to  pick  the  pocket,  or  take  the  silver 
out  of  the  purse,  without  jingling  the  bells.  The 
house  where  this  school  was  held  was  suppressed, 
and  the  man  who  kept  it  fined  and  imprisoned. 

Ludgate,  with  a  prison  over  for  debtors  who  were 
freemen  of  the  city,  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1^86 ; 
and,  if  what  HoUingshed  relates,  p.  1 56 1 ,  is  to  be  relied 
dn,  it  cost  only  somewhat  abovjB  one  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds,  , 

In  the  following  year,  the  nation  became  sensibly 
alarmed  at  the  vigorous  preparations  made  by  the 
Spaniards  forth6  reduction  of  England.  The  queen 
was  very  alert  in  pursuing  the  most  defensive  mea<» 
sures.  She  ordered  all  the  commercial  towns  in 
England  to  furnish  ships  to  reinforce  the  navy ;  and, 
on  the  8th  of  March,  she  sent  the  following  letter  to 
the  lord  mayor  of  London : 

"  Trusty,  and  well-beloved,  We  greet  you  well. 
Whereas  upon  information  given  unto  Us,  of  great 
prepamtions  made  in  foreign  parts,  with  an  in^ 
tent  to  attempt  somewhat  against  this  Our  realm, 
We  gave  present  order  that  Our  said  realm  should 
be  put  in  order  of  defence ;  which  We  have  caused 
to  be  performed  in  all  parts  accordingly,  saving  in 
the  city  of  London,  We,  therefore,  knowing  your 
readiness,  by  former  experience,  to  perform  any  ser» 
vice  that  well-affected  subjects  ought  to  yield  to 
their  prince  and  sovereign,  do  let  you  understand, 
that,  within  Our  said  city.  Our  pleasure  is,  that  there 
be  forthwith  .put  in  readiness  to  serve,  for  the  de- 
fence of  Our  person,  upon  such  occasions  as  may  fall 
out,  the  number  of  ten  thousand  able  men,  furnished 
with  anijour  and  Weapons  convenient;  of  which 

number 
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Mmber  Our  meaning  is,  that  six  thousand  be  en-» 
rolled  undler  captains  and  ensigns,  and  to  be  trained 
at  times  cojiveni^at,  according  to  such  further  direc- 
tion, as  you  shall  receive  from  Our  privy-council,  un-* 
der  six  of  their  hands,  which  Our  pleasure  is,  you  do 
follow,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  ordering  and  train-* 
ing  of  the  3aid  number  of  men.  And  these  Our  let- 
ters shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant  for  the  doing  of 
the  same.     Given  under  Our  signet,  &c/^ 

This  letter  from  the  queen  was  followed  by  ano- 
ther from  the  privy^-council,  to  the  same  purport ; 
both  of  which  being  l^id  before  the  common-council^ 
they  unanimously  agreed  to  grant  the  royal  request, 
and  that  the  aldermen  and  common-comicil  sholild 
raise  them  in  their  several  wards  respectively.  Soon 
after  this,  the  privy-council  sent  another  letter  to  the 
mayor,  requesting  him  to  have  them  ready  to  march 
at  the  shortest  notice.  This  was  not  only  complied 
with,  but,  on  the  3d  of  April,  the  common-council 
granted  a  supply  of  sixteen  of  the  largest  ships  in 
the  river,  and  four  frigates,  which  were  immediately 
fitted  out,  and  supplied  with  all  proper  necessaries^ 
These  ships  were  sdfterwards  augmented  to  the  num^ 
ber  of  thirty-eight;  the  expense  attending  which, 
together  wjith  the  ten  thousand  troops,  was  defrayed 
by  the  city,  during  the  time  they  continued  in  her 
majesty's  service. 

The  number  of  troops  raised  in  the  several  wards, 
were  levied  in  the  following  proportions : 

men« 


Fairingdon  within 

Aldgate 

Coleman-street 

Bassishaw 

Billingsgate 

Broad-street  ward 

Bread-street  ward 


807 
347 
229 
177 
365 
373 
386 
Aldersgate 
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men. 

Aldersgate  wiard  ^                 ^  232 

Bridge  ward              -  -            -  383 

Dowgate  ward  -  -                  -  884 

Corahill  ward  -                    -  191 

Castle-baynard  ward  -             •  551 

Lime-streetward  -                  *  99 

Cheap  ward            -  -             -  358 

Queenhithe  ward  -                  -  404 

Farringdon  without  -               -  1264 

Cordwainers  ward  -                 -  301 

Tower-street  ward  -                 -  444 

Walbrookward  -                   -  290 

Vintry  ward               -  *              .  364 

Portsoken  ward  -                   -  243 

Candlewick  ward  -                 -  215 

Cripplegate  ward  -                -  925 

Bishopsgate  ward  -                  -  326 

Langboum  ward         -  -            -  349 

The  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  citizens,  in  this  and 
the  following  year,  contributed  greatly  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  independence  of  the  nation ;  but  great  as 
these  were,  the  assistance  the  state  derived  from  the 
influence  of  the  London  merchants,  was  infinitely 
more  important.  By  their  means,  Philip  was  com- 
pelled to  defer  his  threatened  attempt  until  the  ijiext 
year ;  when  the  preparations  for  defence  were,  con- 
sequently, much  more  effectual:  for  Thomas  Sutton, 
l^q.  whp  afterwards  founded  the  Charter-house, 
assisted  by  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  and  some  others, 
found  mean3  to  get  all  the  Spanish  bills  of  exchange 
protested,  which  were  drawn  on  the  merchants  of 
Genoa,  and  to  supply  Philip  with  money  for  carrying 
on  his  preparations.  Bishop  Burnet,  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  History  of  his  Life  and  Times,  p.  313, 
«ay«,  **  A  merchant  of  London,  being  very  well  ac- 

•  quainted 


quainted  with  the  revenue  and  expanse  of  Spain, 
and  of  all  that  tbey  could  raise ;  and  knowing  also, 
that  their  funds  were  so  swallowed  up,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  victual  and  fit  out  their  fleet, 
but  by  their  credit  on  the  ba,pk  of  Genoa ;  he  under- 
took to  write  to  all  the  places  of  trade,  and  to  get 
such  remittances  made  on  that  bank,  that  he  might 
have  so  much  of  the  money  in  his  own  hands,  a& 
there  should  be  none  current  there,  equal  to  the 
great  occasion  of  victualling  the  Spanish  fleet.  Ha 
reckoned,  that  the  keeping  of  such  a  treasure  dead 
in  his  hands,  until  the  season  of  victualling  was 
over,  would  be  a  loss  of  forty  thousand  pounds : 
and  he  managed  the  matter  with  such  secrecy 
and  success,  that  the  fleet  could  not  set  out  that 
year/^ 

The  subsequent  failure,  and  total  defeat  of  this 
formidable  expedition,  are  well  known  to  every 
reader  of  English  history;  it  will  therefore  be  unne- 
cessary to  dwell  upon  it  here, 

A  public  thanksgiving  being  ordered  to  be  made 
on  the  S4th  of  November,  the  queen  came  in  great 
state  to  St.  PauFs,  to  perform  that  solemn  duty ;  oa 
which  occasion,  eleven  banners  or  ensigns,  taken 
from  the  enemy,  were  hung  up  in.  the  body  of  the 
church,  as  trophies  of  their  defeat. 

In  the  year  1589,  the  city  lent  the  queen  fifteen 
diousand  pounds,  at  ten  per  cent,  and  supplied  her 
^th  a  thousand  men,  to  assist  in  placing  Henry  of 
Navarre  on  the  throne  of  France. 

In  the  year  1 590,  the  owners  of  the  coal-pits  at 
Newcastle  entered  into  a  combination,  to  enhance 
the  price  of  coals  in  London,  from,  four  shillings  to 
nine  shillings  the  chaldron.  And,  in  the  following 
year,  the  lord  high-admiral  of  England  claimed  a 
right  to  the  coal-metage,  in  the  port  of  London; 
but  the  mayor  and  citizens  invalidating  this  claim, 

his 
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his  pretentions  were  s^t  as^^^^  w<l)  by  the  iiiter^t  of 
the  lord«treasurer,  Burleigh,  they  obtained  of  the 
queen  a  con&ination  of  their  right  to  this  office. 

In  the  year  1 593)  the  plague  broke  out  again  in 
London)  and  raged  with  such  yiolence,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  most  salutary  measures  were  taken 
for  stopping  its  progress,  it  took  off  no  leas  thaq  ten 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  citizens.;  and 
the  term  was,  on  this  dismal  occasion,  aci|journed  to 
Hertford. 

In  the  year  1593,  the  city  of  London  and  its 
suburbs,  being  greatly  pestered  with  vagrants,  beg- 
gars, and  thieves,  her  majesty  issued  a  proclamation 
for  suppressing  them;  and  commanded  tbe  lord 
mayor  to  see  the  same  properly  executed  within 
three  miles  of  the  city. 

The  following  year,  in  obedience  to  the  queen's 
desire,  th^  lord  mayor  and  common-council  fitted 
out  six  ships  of  war,  with  two  frigates,  and^  stored 
the  same  with  ammunition  and  proper  provisions  for, 
six  months ;  two  days  after  tvhicb,  they  added  four 
hundred  and  fifty  soldiers;  and  the  expense  of  main^ 
taining  the  whole  was  defi:tiyed  by  a  fifteenth  raised 
frcnn  the  citizens. 

This  year,  an  ineffectual  attempt  wsys  made  to 
supply  the  western  parts  of  the  city  with  Thames 
water,  by  a  honse  engine,  with  four  pumps,  erected 
at  Broken^whaif,  in  ThamesHStreet ;  but  the  under- 
taking proved  too  expensive  to  subsist. 

The  wetness  of  the  season,  this  year,  advanced 
the  price  of  wheat  to  three  pounds  four  shillings  per 
quarter,  and  grain  of  all  sorts  was  so  scarce,  that  the 
companies  were  ordered  to  lay  up  stores  of  it  for 
supply,  till  the  next  harvest. 

In  the  year  159^,  the  licentiousness  of^the  popu-* 
lace,  who  drew  in  the  London  apprentices  to  join 
them,  produced  such  repeated  and  alarming  riots, 

that 
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that  it  was  thought  necessary  by  the  mayor  to  lay 
the  case  before  the  lord-treasurer,  for  her  m^jesty'd 
direction.  In  consequence  .  of  which,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  a  proclamation  was  issued,  wherein  her  ma« 
jesty  appointed  a  provost-martial,  with  power  to 
apprehend  all  rioters,  and  such  as  might  be  refirac- 
tory  to  the  officers  of  t justice, •  and,  by  order  of  mar- 
tial law,  to  punish  them  accordingly.  Sir  Thomas 
Wilford,  who  was  appointed  provost-martial,  pa- 
trolled the  city,  with  a  numerous  attendance  on 
horseback,  armed  with  pistols.and  apprehended  many 
of  the  rioters,  whom  he  took  before  the  justices  ap* 
pointed  for  their  examination.  On  the  3$d  of  July, 
they  were  tried  at  Guildhall,  and  five  of  them  being 
condemned,  were,  two  days  after,  agreeable  to  their 
sentence,  executed  on  Tower-hilL  This  example 
had  the  desired  effect ;  for  the  rest  were  so  intimi- 
dated that  they  immediately  dispersed,  and  peace 
was  again  restored  in  the  city. 

This  year,  her  majesty,  having  preferred  the  re- 
corder of  London,  informed  the  citizens,  that  she 
'intended  to  make  choice  of  one  herself;  for  which 
purpose,  she  desired  the  lord  mayor  to  send  her  the 
names  of  such  persons  as  were  intended  to  be  put 
in  nomination  for  that  office.  The  citizens,  alarmed 
at  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  suspecting  it 
to  be  an  attempt  of  the  court  to  get  the  appointment 
of  the  recorder  out  of  their  hands,  prudently  nomi- 
nated only  one  person  for  that  office,  Mr.  James 
Altham,  of  GrayVinn.  With  this*  nomination,  Sir 
John  Spencer,  the  mayor,  sent  a  letter  to  the  lord- 
treasurer,  in  recommendation  of  this  gentleman,  as  re- 
siding in  the  city,  and  explaining  the  inconveniences 
arising  from  recorders  who  were  absentees  from  their 
trust ;  and  concluded  with  his  earnest  request,  that 
her  majesty  would  be  pleased  to  approve  this  nomi- 
nation. How  the  affair  ended  does  not  appear,  only 
4  that 
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that  another  name  stands  on  the  list  as  elected  at 
this  time. 

The  scarcity  of  provisions,  still  continued,  inso- 
much that,  according  to  Howes,  a  hen^s  egg  was 
sold  in  London  for  one  penny,  or  three  eggs  for  two- 
pence, at  most ;  a  pound  of  sweet  butter  for  seven 
pence ;  and  so  the  like  of  fish  or  flesh. 

In  the  year  1596,  while  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
were  attending  a  sermon  at  St.  PauPs-cross,  they 
received  a  message  from  the  queen,  ordering  them 
to  raise  one  thousand  able-bodied  men,  for  imme- 
diate service ;  in  compliance  with  which,  they  imme- 
diately left  their  devotion,  and  applied  so  diligently, 
that,  before  eight  o'clock  at  night,  they  obtained  the 
complement  required,  who  were  completely  armed, 
and  ready  to  march  before  next  morning.  They 
were  destined  for  the  relief  of  th6  French  in  Calais, 
against  the  Spaniards ;  but  some  unexpected  intelli- 
gence arriving  from  that  place,  their  appearance  be- 
came unnecessary,  and  this  little  army  was  disbanded 
before  it  had  existed  twenty-four  hours.  The  court, 
however,  being  again  alarmed,  on  Easter-day,  in  the 
morning,  sent  another  message  to  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen,  commanding  them  to  raise  the  like 
number  of  men  as  before :  in  obedience  to  which, 
they,  with  their  proper  officers,  repaired  to  the  dif- 
ferent churches  in  their  respective  jurisdictions,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  divine  service,  and,  causing  the  doors 
to  be  shut,  they  selected  the  number  of  men  required, 
who,  being  properly  armed,  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, began  their  march,  the  night  after,  for  Dover, 
in  order  for  their  embarkation  for  France ;  but,  advice 
being  received  of  the  reduction  of  Calais,  they  were 
ordered  home,  after  a  week's  absence,  and  imme- 
diately disbanded. 

The  last  account  we  find  of  the  existence  of  the 
Steel-yard  merchants  in  London,  is  in  the  year  1597; 

w^hen, 
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when,  inconsequence  of  their  attempts  to  get  our  mer- 
chant-adventurers expellfd  from  Germany,  the  queen 
directed  a  commission  to  the  mayor  and  sherifis  of 
London,  to  shut  up  the  house  inhabited  by  the  mer- 
chants of  the  Hans-towns  at  the  Steel-yard  in  Lon- 
don ;  since  which  time  the  place  has  never  been 
used  by  any  company  of  foreign  merchants. 

In  the  year  1 599,  a  report  having  been  universally 
circulated,  that  the  Spaniards  were  meditating  a 
second  invasion  of  England,  the  queen,  as  usual,  ap- 
plied to  the  t^itizens  of  London  for  their  assistance, 
when  they  immediately  supplied  her  with  six  thou- 
sand soldiers,  and  completely  fitted  out  sixteen  ship& 
of  war.  One  moiety  of  the  troops  were  to  take  the 
field,  and  the  other,  composed  of  eminent  citizens, 
to  attend  the  queen  as  her  body-guard,*at  their  own 
and  t;he  city^s  expense.  During  this  time  of  expect- 
ed danger,  strong  guards  were  kept  in  all  quarters  of 
the  city,  chains  drawn  across  every  night  at  the  ends 
of  all  the  streets  and  lanes,  and  a  candle  and  lantern 
hung  out  at  every  door,  on  pain  of  death. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 600,  the  cross  in 
Cheapside  was  repaired  by  the  queen's  command ; 
and  a  new  cross  of  timber,  covered  with  lead  and 
gilt  set  upon  the  top. 

In  this  year  five  hundred  scddiers  were  raised  by 
the  citizens  of  London,  for  the  use  of  her  majesty, 
who,  being  properly  suppUed  with  all  warlike  neces- 
saries, were,  by  her  command,^ sent  to  Ireland;  and 
about  the  same  time  they  fitted  out  several  galHes  for 
sea-service,  the  expense  of  which  was  defrayed  by 
three  fifteenths  levied  throughout  the  city,  by  order 
of  the  common-council. 

The  exorbitant  price  at  which  ^ices  were  kept  by 
our  own  Turkey  merchants  and  by  the  Dutcji 
East  India  Company,  in  consequence  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  which  prevented  our  traders  from  ob- 

VOL.  II.  E  taining 
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taining  them  from  Lisbon  ad  they  had  been  aceustom-» 
ed  to  do»  determined  the  queen  to  enter  her  owu 
sutyects  upon  a.  direct  commerce  to  the  East  Indies ; 
accordingly,  on  the. last  day  of  this  year,  she  granted  • 
a  charter  to  George,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  knights,  Aldermen,  arid  mer- 
chants, under  the  denomination  of  "  The  Goveniw 
and  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to 
the  East  Indies/'  Who,  that  looks  at  the  present 
extensive  power,  dominion,  and  wealth,  of  the  East 
India  Company,  would  suppose  that  its  origin  waa 
to  be  attributed  to  pepper  being  sold  at  eight  shil"» 
lings  the  pound  in  Lonaon  ? 

The  trade  and  navigation  on  the  English  coasts 
being  greatly  interrupted  by  the  depredations  of 
Spanish  privateers,  the  queen,  in  1601,  ordered  a 
number  of  ships  to  be  fitted  out  to  cruize  against 
them:  and,  on  this  occasion,  no  less  than  five 
fifteenths  were  assessed  upon  theciti^ens  of  London, 
towards  defraying  the  expense  of  the  armament; 
and  a  proclamation  was  issued  for  discharging  all 
such  debtors  in  the  gaols  of  London  as  were  willing 
to  enter  on  board  the  said  ships* 

In  the  year  1 602,  the  trade  of  the  city  of  London 
having  been  greatly  injured  by  the  increase  of 
hawkeis  and  pedlars,  the  common-council  enacted, 
•*  That  no  citizen  or  other  inhabitant  of  London,  for 
the  future,  should,  under  any  pretence  what&oever, 
presume  to  let,  before  his,  her,  or  their  house,  soiy 
stall,  stand,  or  perpresture,  upon  the  penalty  of 
twenty  shillings.  And  that  all  hawkers  offending 
against  the  tenor  of  this  act,  not  only  to  forfeit  all 
their  goods  so  offered  to  sale,  but  hkewise  pay  a 
fine  of  twenty  shillings  for  every  such  offence/' 

In  the  Foedera*  is  another  proclamatioii  of  Eliza- 
beth for  restraining  the  increase  of  buildings  in  the 

*  Yd,  XVI.  p.  449< 

metropolis, 
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metropolis,  by  which  she  commands  all  persons  to 
desist  from  any  new  buildings  of  any  house  or  tene* 
ment  within  three  miles  of  any  of  the  gates  of  Lon- 
don ;  only  one  family  to  live  in  any  house ;  empty 
houses  erected  within  seven  years  not  to  be  let;  and 
unfinished  buildings  on  new  foundations  to  be 
pulled  down  :  with  many  other  articles  of  less  im« 
portance* 

In  the  year  1603,  the  citizens  of  London,  by  the 
queen^s  commsoid,  fitted  out  and  maintained  two 
ships  and  a  tender,  at  the  annual  expense  of  six 
thousand  pounds*  This  was  the  last  demand  made 
by  Elizabeth  on  the  citizens ;  and  it  is  remarked  by 
historians,  that,  during  the  long  rei^  of  that  prineess, 
and  considering  the  readiness  with  which  the  citi- 
zens of  London  always  answered  her  demands,  she 
did  not  grant  them  any  new  charter  of  privileges,  ot 
even  so  much  as  confirm  those  which  had  been 
given  by  her  predecessors. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  the  death  of  Elizabeth  put 
an  end  to  the  direct  line  of  the  English  royal  &mily« 
She  was  succeeded  by  James  VL  of  Scotland,  who 
was  proclaimed  at  Whitehall,  by  Secretary  Cecil,  and 
in  Cheapside  by  the  lord  mayor,  with  the  usual  pomp 
and  ceremony. 


CHAP.  XXX- 


98  HISTORY    AND  SURVEY  OF    ! 


CHAP.  XXX, 

Ravages  of  the  Plague. — Fairs  suppressed.'^Confirmatian 
of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Requests. ^-^The  right 
of  the  Corporation  to  the  metage  of  Coals  established.-^ 
Hawkers  prohibited. — Severe  Frost j^Loan. — The  City 
jurisdiction  extended. — Grant  of  the  province  of  Ulster. 
— Public  Granaries. — Inclosures  destroyed. — Foundation 
of  the  Charter»house. — Customs  of  the  Port  of  London. 
The  New-river  completed.^-^Smitkfield  paved.^^Muster 
tf  the  Citizens. — The  Nobility  and  Gentry  ordered  to 
leave  London.^^Book  of  Sports. -r-Guinea  Tradei"-^ 
Silk  Manufacture. — Exercise  of  the  Tortupc-^St.  PauVs 
Cathedral  repaired.''LicencedGammg^hQtises.''Spmish 
Ambassador  assaulted^ — Extraordinary  proclamations. 
Fatal  ^  Vespers. — Two  Thousand  Men  equipped  by  the 
City. — Act  for  making  the  Thames  navigable.-^ Death 
of  James  /• 

•       »       • .     •       ' 

Gk£AT  preparations  were  made  by  the  citizens  for 
the  reception  of  their  new  sovereign,  but  the  plague 
raged  so  violently  at  this  time,  that  it  was  found 
necessary ^to  postpone  the  ceremony  to  the  following 
year,  when  James  made  his  public  entry  into  Lon- 
don, and  was  received  in  the  most  sumptuous 
manner. 

The  continuance  of  the  plague,  which  carried  oflF 
thirty  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  per- 
sons within  the  year,  three  thousand  and  ninety 
of  whom  died  in  one  week,  occasioned  a  proclama- 
tion to  be  issued  for  suppressing  Bartholomew  fair, 
and  all  others  within  fifty  miles  of  London :  this  was 
followed  by  a  second  proclamation,  prohibiting  all 
persons  from  building  on  any  new  foundation  in 
Tendon  or  within  three  miles  of  it. 

The 
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The  court  of  requests^  which  had  been  originally 
established  by  an  act  of  common-council,  was  found 
so  beneficial,  that  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained 
in  1604,  to  confirm  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  it: 
but  many  ill-disposed  persons  having  attempted  to 
wrest  some  ambiguous  words  in  it,  to  cloak  their  own 
sinister  purposes,  a  second  act  was  found  necessary 
in  the  following  year;  by  which  the  former  one  was 
confirmed,  and  the  authority  of  the  c<xirt  extended 
to  non-fireemen,  resident  in  the  city. 
•  In  the  year  1605,  James  granted  the  citizens  his 
first  charter,  by  which  he  recognized  all  their  ancient 
riehts  and  privileges,  and  also  adjusted  the  disputes 
which  had  frequently  taken  place  between  the  cor- 
poration and  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  respecting 
the  nietage  of  coals,  &c.  which  the  latter  claimed  as 
his  right;  but  the  king,  by  this  charter,  finally  deter- 
mined that  it  was  vested  in  the  corporation  of 
London. 

On  the  3d  of  July,'  1 606^  his  majesty  paid  a  debt 
of  sixty  thousand  pounds,  contracted  by  Queen  Eli* 
zabeth,  who  had  borrowed  that  sum  o£  the  citizens 
of  Londc»i,  in  1598,  and  left  it  unpaid  at  her 
decease. 

Tile  city  being  still  greatly  pestered  with  foreign 
hawkers  and  pedlars,  the  common-council  passed  an 
act,  in  which  it  was  ordained,  "  That  no  foreigner 
whatsoever,  should  presume  to  vend  his,  her,  or  their 
goods  in  the  city,  by  connivance  or  otherwise,  either 
in  house,  shop,  stall,  or  street,  upon  the  penalty  of 
five  pounds  for  every  offence;  except  such  as 
brought  provisions  to  the  city.^^ 

The  river  Thames  was  frozen  so  hard,  4n  the 
month  of  December,  this  year,  that  feirs  weye  held 
on  it;  all  sorts  of  diversions  were  exhibited,  and  car- 
riages  pass^  with  safety  from  London  to  Southwark. 
The  severity  of  the  weather  was  so  great,  that  many 

animals 
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animals  and  birds  perished,  and  the  produce  of  the 
gardens  was  almost  all  destroyed. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1607)  the  king  wanting 
money,  applied  to  the  citizens,  who,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  having  discharged  the  debt  contracted  by 
Elizabeth,  readily  advanced  him  the  sum  of  sixty- 
diree  thousand  pounds. 

In  acknowledgment  for  this  favour,  his  majesty 
soon  after  granted  the  citizens  a  second  charter;  by 
which  he  not  only  confirmed  their  ancient  rights^ 
liberties,  and  immunities,  in  the  most  ample  man« 
ner,  but  also  added  the  precincts  of  Duke's-place* 
St.  Bartholomew's  the  Great  and  Less,  Black  and 
White-firiars,  and  Cold-harbour,  to  the  bounds  of  the 
city,  and  jurisdiction  thereof. 

In  the  year  l609«  his  majesty  offered  the  whole 
province  of  Ulster,  in  Ireland,  to  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don^  on  conditicoi  that  they  would  eng^e  to  settle 
an  English  colony  there:  which  offer  being  accepted^ 
the  common-council  passed  an  act  to  raise  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  to  carry  the  design  inta execution; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed,  of  six  aldennen  and 
eight  commoners  (since  increased  to  twenty),  to  be 
annually  chosen  for  the  government  thereof. 

The;  magistrates  of  the  city,  being  apprehensive 
that  the  great  increase  of  its  inhabitants  might  pro^ 
duce  a  &mine,  prepared  against  the  evil  by  erecting, 
in  1610,  twelve  public  granaries  ^  Bridewell,  large 
enough  to  contain  six  thousand  quarters  of  com ; 
which,  in  case  c(  a  scarcity,  or  a  combination  among 
the  dealers  in  that  commodity,  was  to  be  sold  to  the 
poor  at  prime  cost. 

The  proprietcHs  of  the  lands  adjoining  to  the  city, 
having  restrained  the  exerciseof  archery,  by  inclosing 
their  fields,  and  removing  the  marks,  the  king,  in 
this  year,  empowered  commissioners  to  level  all 
ditch^  and  banks,  and  to  remove  all  inclosures 

within 
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witMn  two  miles  of  the  suburbs,  and  to  reduce  the 
fields  to  the  state  in  which  they  were  left  by  Henry 

vin. 

The  religious  house  of  the  Carthusian  rnonks^ 
called  the  Charter-house,  having,  after  its  dissolution 
at  the  Reformation,  come  into  the  possession  of  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  was  purchased  of  that  nobleman,  in 
the  year  161 1,  for  thirteen  thousand  pounds,  by  Mn 
Thomas  Sutton,  a  wealthy  citizen  of  London,  in  or-» 
der  to  establish  it  as  a  charitable  foundation  for  pen« 
sioners  and  scholars ;  for  which  he  obtained  letters 
patent  from  the  king,  and  these  were  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  parliament. 

In  the  same  year.  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  peace  for  Middlesex^  built  the  hall  which 
was  named  after  him,  to  be  a  sessions-house,  for  the 
accommodation  of  ihe  justices,  who,  before  this 
time,  used  to  transact  their  business  at  the  Castle- 
Inn.  -^ 

An  order  of  the  pflvy^council  was  issued  in  the 
year  1 6 1 S,  in  consequence  of  the  complaints  which 
were  made  of  the  decrease  in  the  exportation  of 
woollen  goods,  to  take  a  general  account  of  the  ex- 
ports and  imports  of  all  England,  in  order  to  know  on 
which  side  the  balance  lay.  Among  other  items  of 
the  account,  is  the  sum  of  eighty-six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  sixteen  shillings 
and  two  pence,  for  the  customs  outwards ;  of  which 
sum,  Lonjlon  paid  sixty-one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-two*  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence;  which  is  nearly  thrice  as  much  as  all  the 
rest  of  England. 

Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  by  virtue  of  several  acts  of 
parliament,  passed  in  the  late  and  present  reign, 
granting  powers  to  cut  and  convey  a  river  from  any 
part  of  Middlesex  or  Hertfordshire,  to  supply  the 
city  of  London  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water 

for 
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for  dothestic  uses,  undertook,  after  several  others 
had  attempted  it  without  success,  to  bring  such 
a  river  from  Chad  well  and  Amwell,  near  Ware, 
in  Hertfordshire,  to  a  bason,  or  reservoir,  near 
Islington,  on  the  north  side  of  London,  for  that 
purpose.  He  began  this  work  on  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1608,  and  with  great  difficulty,  art,  indus* 
try,  and  a  prodigious  expense  {of,  as  it  is  recorded, 
no  less  than  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,)  with  the 
assistance  of  King  James  and  the  mayor  and  common- 
alty of  London,  he  cut  a  trench,  in  some  places  full 
thirty  feet  deep,  through  ouzy,  muddy,  and  stiff, 
craggy,  and  stony  ground ;  and  with  so  many  wind- 
ings, to  find  out  a  proper  current,  that  it  measured 
thirty-eight  miles  three  quarters  and  six  poles,  from 
the  fountain  to  the  reservoir.  . 

This-great  work  was  finished,so  fer  as  to  be  brought, 
to  the  intended  reservoir,  but  the  water  was  not 
let  into  it,  till  Michaelmas-day,  A.  D.  1613;  whea 
Sir  Thomas  Middleton,  lord  mayor  elect,  arid  brother 
to  the  ^reat  undertaker  of  this  scheme,  accompanied 
by  Sir  John  Swinnerton,  lord  mayor,  many  aldermen, 
the  recorder,  and  other  gentlemen,  repaired  to  the 
place  called  New  River-head,  in  solemn  cavalcade. 
On  their  arrival,  sixty  labourers,  handsomely  dressed, 
with  green  caps,  marched  with  pickaxes,  shovels, 
and  spades,  thrice  round  the  bason,  preceded  by 
drums  and  trumpets,  who  stopped  before  the  mayor, 
&c.  seated  upon  an  eminence,  and  one  addressed . 
them  in  a  long  copy  of  verses;  which  being  ended, 
the  sluices  were  opened,  and  the  stream  ran  plenti-w 
fully  into  the  reservoir,  under  the  sound  of  drums . 
and  trumpets,  the  discharge  of  cannon,  and  loud  ac- 
clamations of  the  spectators. 

In  the  year  1614,  West  Smithfield,  the  market 
for  live  cattle,  horses,  and  hay,  having  become  almost 
impassable,  the  king  issued  an  order  to  the  citizens . 

3^  to 
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to  pave  it;  which  being  readily  c<Hnplied  with,  the 
work  was  completed  within  six  months,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  sixteen  hundred  pounds* 

This  year,  his  nugeaty  having  appointed  a  generd 
muster  of  the  militia  throughout  the  kingdom,  the 
city  of  London  mustered  six  thousand  citizens,  com- 
pletely armed,  who  performed  their  evolutions  with 
such  dexterity  as  gained  them  universal  applause. 
The  noutrtial  spirit  of  the  citizens  was  so  great,  that 
the  children  endeavoured  to  imitate  their  parents : 
they  chose  themselves  officers,  formed  themselves 
into  companies,  often  marched  into  the  fields,  with 
colours  flying  and  drums  .beating;  where,  by  fre- 
quent jNractice,  they  became  veiy  expert  in  miUtary 
exercises. 

About  the  same  time,  the  citizens  obtained  a  third 
charter  from  the  king,  which  confirmed  the  admea- 
surement and  metage  of  coala^  in  the  port  of  London, 
m.  firom  Yenlet  toStaines-bridge,  to  the  corporation. 

The  cultivation  of  the  prpvince  of  Ulster,  in  Ire- 
land, had  gone  on  with  such  rapidity,  that,  in  the 
year  I6l6,  two  capital  towns  were  colonized,  by  the 
names  of  Londonderry  and  Colerain;  the  first  of 
which  the  king  formed  into  a  city,  and  the  latter 
into  a  corporate  town,  under  a  may6r.  Soon  after 
which,  by  a  special  commission  from  the  king  and 
the  city  of  London,  Sir  Peter  Proby,  alderman  of 
London,  and  governor  of  the  cQlony,  attended  by 
Several  principal  citizens,  went  oypr  to  Ireland,  and 
presented  each  of  the  before*mentioned  places  with 
a  rich  sword  of  state,  to  be  carried  before  their  chief 
magistrates. 

This  year,  the  king  made  a  visit  to  Scotland,  pre- 
vious to  which  he  issued  a  very  extraordinary  procla- 
mation, commanding  ^'  all  noblemen,  knighto^  and 
gentlemen,  who  have  man^on-houses  in  the  country, 
to  depart,  within  twenty  days  after  the  date  hereof. 

Vol.  II.  F  with 
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with  their  wives  and  families,  out  of  the  city  and 
suburbs  of  London,  and  to  return  to  their  several 
habitations  in  the  country,  there  to  continue  and 
abide  until  the  end  of  the  summer  vacation,  to  per- 
form the  duties  and  charge  of  their  places  and  ser- 
vice ;  and  likewise,  by  housekeeping,  to  be  a  com- 
fort unto  their  neighbours,  in  order  to  renew  and 
revive  the  laudable  custom  of  hospitality  in  their 
respective  countries :  excepting,  however,  such  as 
have  necessary  occasion  to  attend  in  Our  city  of 
London,  for  term  business,  or  other  urgent  occa- 
sions, to  be  signified  to,  and  approved  by,  our  privy- 
council/' 

In  the  year  1617)  his  majesty  caused  certain  rules 
to  be  published,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Book  of 
Sports  f  by  which  the  people  were  tolerated  to  exer- 
cise recreations  and  diversions  on  the  Sabbath-day. 
The  lord  mayor  and  citizens,  together  with  many  of 
the  clergy,  so  far  opposed  it,  that  they  incurred  the 
resentment  of  the  high  commission  court.  Notwith- 
standing which,  the  lord  mayor  persevered  so 
strongly,  in  showing  his  contempt  at  such  an  un- 
christian Hcense,  that  he  even  caused  the  king's  car- 
riages to  be  stopped  as  they  were  driving  through  the 
city  in  the  time  of  divine  service.  The  matter  being 
related  to  his  majesty,  with  the  most  aggravating 
circumstances,  he  swore,  in  a  great  rage,  "  He 
thought  there  had  been  no  more  kings  in  England 
than  himself.^^  After  the  heat  of  his  passion  had 
ubsided,  he  sent  a  warrant  to  the  mayor,  command- 
ing him  to  let  them  pass ;  which  he  obeyed,  with 
this  declaration:  "  While  it  was  in  my  power,  I  did 
my  duty;  but  that  being  taken  away  by  a  higher 
power,  it  is  my  duty  to  obey.^^  This  well-timed 
concession  was  highly  pleasing  to  the  king,  and 
the  mayor  was  acquitted  of  the  breach  of  the  royal 
ord^^,  with  great  reputation. 

An 
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.  An  exclusive  charter  was  granted  in  the  fcdiowing 
year,  to  Sir  Robert  Rich,  and  some  other  merchants 
of  London,  for  raising  a  joint-stock,  for  the  purpose 
of  trading  to  Guinea. 

About  this  period,  the  manufacturing  of  raw  silk 
into  broad  silk  fabrics,  seems  to  have  been  of  con- 
siderable extent;  since  it  appears  from  a  Treatise  on 
the  East  India  Trade,  published  by  Mr.  Munn,  that 
the  importation  of  raw  silk  from  India,  amounted 
annually  to  a  miUion  of  pounds,  and  that  many 
hundreds  of  people  were  continually  employed 
in  LondcMi,  in  winding,  twisting,  aiad  weaving  of 
silk.  , 

It  is  probable,  that  the  torturing  persons  accused 
of  crimes,  to  compel  them  to  ccmfess,  or  to  dis- 
cover their  accompUces,  was  exercised,  for  the  last 
time  in  London,  about  1619,  or  1620 ;  for,  when 
Felton  assassinated  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in 
1628,  a  question  being  submitted  to  the  judges, 
on  the  legality  of  the  practice,  they  declared,  that, 
consistently  with  law,  torture  could  not  be  inflicted. 
The  following  authentic  copy  of  a  record,*  relative 
to  its  application,  on  suspicion  of  treason,  is  sufficient 
evidence  that  it  was  still  resorted  to  at  the  period 
first  named. 

"  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

"  Whereas  Samuel  Peacock  was  heretofore  com- 
*'  mitted  prisoner  to  the  Marshalsea,  and  that  now  it 
,"  is  thought  fit,  upon  vehement  suspicion  of  high 
"  treason  against  his  majesty's  sacred  person,  to  re- 
**  move  him  thence,  and  to  commit  him  to  the  Tower ; 
"  these  shall  be,  therefore,  to  will  and  require  you  to 
"  repair  to  the  prison  of  the  Marshalsea,  and  there  to 
^'  receive,  from  the  keeper  of  that  house,  the  person 

♦  ArcluBolwa»  Vol.  X. 
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^  of  the  said  Samuel  Peacock,  and  him  sa£^y  to 
"convey  under  your  custody  unto  the  Tower  0f 
"  London,  where  you  are  to  keep  him  close  pri- 
"  soner  until  further  order.  And  whereas,  we 
^^  have  thought  meet  to  nominate  and  appoint 
^^Sir  Henry  Montagu,  Knt.  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 

th^   King's^bench ;  Sir  Thomas  Coventry,   Knt. 

his  majesty's  Solicitor  General,  and  yoursetf,  to 
^'  examine  the  said  Peacock,  for  the  better  dis* 
^*  covery  of  the  truth  of  this  treason.    ThiB  shall 

be  likewise   to   authorise  you,  or  any  two  of 

you,  whereof  yourself  to  be  one,  to  examine 
*  *^  the  said  Peacock,  from  time  to  time,  and  to 
*^  put  him  as  there  shall  be  cause,  for  the 
^*  better  manifestation  of  the  truth,  to  the  torture, 
^^  either  of  the  manacles,  or  the  rack ;  for  which 
**  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  And  so,  &c.  llie  19th 
♦♦of  February,  1619/' 

The  ofiicer,  who  received  this  command,  was 
Sir  Allen  Apsley ;  and  it  was  signed  ;by  Lord 
Chancell(^  l^con;    the   Eail  of  Worcester,  lord 

K'vy  seal ;  the  Earl  of  Arundell,  LcK'd  Carew, 
rd  Digby,  Secretary  Naunton,  and  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  who,  it  appears  sanctioned  a  measure  as  a 
privy  counsellor,  which  he,  afterw&rds,  conden^ned 
as  a  writer ;  for  in  his  Second  Institute,  he  says,  that 
torture  is  prohiUted  by  the  following  words  of 
Magna  Charter :  ^^  Nullus  liber  homo  aliquo  modo 
destruatur  nisi  per  legale  judicium  parium  suonim, 
aut  p^  legem  terras, 

A  resolution  having  been  formed  of  repairing  St. 
Paurs  cathedral,  which  had  gone  gready  to  decay 
ever  »nce  it  waa  set  on  fire  by  lightlying,  his  maje^^ 
ty,  attended  by  the  Prince  0[  Wales,  and  many  of 
the  chief  nobility,  cnne  in  gr«at  state  from  Whiter 
2  b^U 
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ImU  to  the  city,  on  Sunday,  the  S6th  of  March,  1630, 
At  Temple-bar  he  was  received  by  the  lord  mayor, 
gUMmen,  and  shwiffs,  in  their  formalities,  who  pre* 
iented  him  w)&  the  city  sword,  and  a  purse  of  gold ; 
the  former  of  which  being  returned,  it  was  carriad  by 
the  CKiayar,  on  horseback,  before  his  majesty,  to  St. 
Paul's  cathedral ;  when  the  king,  alighting  at  the 
west  door,  repaired  to  the  altar,  and,  kneeling  down 
before  it,  inv<^ed  the  Almighty  to  give  a  blessing  on 
his  present  de$rign»  After  which,  an  anthem  being 
sung,  he  repaired  to  St.  PauPs  cross,  where  he  heard 
a  sermon,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  Bishop  of 
London^s  palace,  to  concert  measures  for  the 
more  effectual  execution  of  this  great  and  good 
worik. 

Ttiis  year  his  majesty,  being  in  great  want  of 
money,  applied  to  the  citizens  for  twenty  thousand 
pounds  to  be  raised  by  way  <^  benevolence ;  but 
ihey  would  advance  no  more  than  half  that  sum, 
whieh  was  raided  by  the  several  companies. 

Notwithstanding  King  James  was  a  strenuous 
issertor  of  orthodox  opinions,  yet  he  was  a  latitu- 
dinarian  in  mcnals :  as  appears  not  only  by  his  Book 
of  Sports,  before  mentioned,  but  also  by  a  grant 
which  he  this  year  gave  to  Clement  Cottrel,  Esq. 
groom-porter  of  his  househdd,  to  licence  gaming- 
houses for  cards,  dice,  bowling-alleys,  and  tennis- 
courts.  The  numbers  allowed  were  as  follows:  In 
Lcmdon  and  Westminster,  including  the  suburbs, 
twenty-four  bowling  alleys;  in  Southwark,  four  ;  in 
St.  Catiiarine's,  one  \  in  Shoreditch,  one ;  and  in 
Lambeth,  two:  and  every  other  town  or  vil- 
lage, withfn  two  miles  of  London  and  Westminster, 
wiis  fdlowed  one.  Within  these  limits  also,  fourteen 
tennis^ourts  were  tolerated,  and  forty  taverns  or  or- 
dinariesi  for  playing  at  cards  and  dice.    The  motives 

of 
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of  this  indulgence  were  expressed  in  the  grant 
in  the  following  terms:  "  For  the  honest  and 
reasonable  recreation  of  good  and  civil  people^ 
who,  by  their  quality  and  ability,  may  lawfully  use 
the  games  of  bowling,  tennis,  dice,  cards,  tables, 
nine-holes,  or  any  other  game  hereafter  to  be  in- 
vented." 

The  following  year  the  Londoners  were  so  ex- 
asperated at  the  influence  which  Gondomar,.  the 
Spanish  ambassador,  had  over  the  king,  that  they  as- 
saulted him  in  the  public  streets.  At  which  his 
majesty  was  so  enraged,  that  he  came  in  person  to 
Guildhall,  and  not  only  reprimanded  the  lord  mayor 
and  the  other  city  magistrates  for  the  insolence  of  the 
populace,  but  threatened  to  restrain  them  by  a  milif 
tary  power  in  case  of  such  oflfence  for  the  future. 
He  likewise  commanded  diligent  inquiry  to  be  madq 
after  the  aggressors;  and  one  person,  though  no 
otherwise  guilty  than  reflecting  on  the  said  ambassa- 
dor, was,  by  order  of  the  king,  cruelly  whipped  th^ 
next  day  from  Aldgate  to  Temple-bar. 

The  king,  the  motives  of  whose  extraordinary 
edicts  cannot  now  be  ascertained^  issued  a  proclama- 
tion in  1621,  against  eating  flesh  in  Lent,  by  which 
the  magistrates  of  London  were  enjoined  to  examine 
the  servants  of  all  innholders,  victuallers,  cooks,  ale- 
house-keepers, taverners,  &c.  who  sell  victuals,  con- 
cerning any  flesh  sold  by  them  in  Lent.  And,  in 
the  following  year,  he  ordered  all  the  lords,  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  gentlemen  who  have  seats  ia  the 
country,  privy-counsellors,  and  the  servants  of  th^ 
king  and  prince  excepted,  to  leave  London  forth- 
with, to  attend  their  service  in  their  several  counties, 
and  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  Christmas.  And  iq  « 
second  proclamation  he  enjoins  them,  not  only  to  re- 
main at  their  ^eats  during  Christmas,  but.  always, 

till 
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till  his  further  pleasure  be  known.  Widows  of  dis- 
tinction were  included  in  this  order,  and  all  whose 
law  business  required  their  attendance  in  London 
were  commanded  to  leave  their  families  in  the 
country. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1693,  a  very  melancholy 
accident  happened  in  the  French  ambassador's 
house  in  Black-friars;  where  a  congregation  of 
three  hundred  persons  being  assembled  to  hear 
one  Drury,  a  famous  preacher,  the  floor  of  the  room, 
which  was  three  stories  high,  gave  way  with  the 
weight,  and,  bursting  through  the  under  floor, 
the  preacher,  with  above  one  hundred  of  his 
hearers,  were  killed,  and  near  the  same  number 
miserably  wounded  and  otherwise  maimed.  This 
event  is  known  in  history  by  the  name  of  the  Fatal 
Vespers. 

In  the  year  16S4  his  majesty  issued  out  warrants 
for  the  immediate  raising  of  ten  thousand  men  for 
the  elector  palatine  his  son-in-law,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  protestant  interest  in  Germany ;  on  which 
occasion,  the  citizens,  to  show  their  affection  for  the 
king,  and  their  zeal  for  the  interest  of  that  prince, 
readily  raised  two  thousand  men,  who  were  com- 
pletely armed  and  properly  equipped  with  all  neces- 
saries for  the  expedition. 

An  act  of  parliament  was  passed  in  this  year  for 
making  theiiver Thames  navigable  for  barges,  lighters, 
and  boats,  from  the  village  of  Burcot,  seven  miles  on 
this  side  the  city  of  Oxford,  to  that  city  "  for  the 
conveyance  of  Oxford  free-stone,  by  water,  to  the 
city  of  London ;  and  of  coals  and  other  necessaries, 
from  London  to  Oxford,  now  coming  at  a  dear  rate, 
only  by  land-carriage,  whereby  the  roads  were 
become  exceeding  bad.'^  The  preamble  to  the 
act  states  that  the  river   was    already   navigable 

above 
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above  Oxford^  and  iirotn  Burcot  to  London  i  no 
that  only  seven  miles  of  the  river  required  to  be 
deepened. 

On  the  S7th\)f  March,  l6sa,  King  Jamei  died  at 
Theobalds,  his  favourite  residence,  of  a  tertian  ague, 
in  the  fifty-nbth  year  of  his  age,  having  ireigned  over 
England  upwards  of  twenty-two  yedts^ 


CHAP.  xxxr. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 

Accession  of  Charles  I. — Hackney  Coaches. — Arbitrary 
demand  of  Money. — The  City  oLliged  to  furnish  Twenty 
Ships, — Citizens  imprisoned, — Murder  of  Dr.  Lamb. — 
Tonnage  and  Poundage. — Riot  in  Fleet-street. — Stalls 
prohibited. — Decree  against  Engrossers. — Saw 'mill  on 
the  Thames. — Ship-money. — Hackney  Coaches  pro- 
hibzted. — Sedan  Chairs. — Shops  in  '  Goldsmith* s-row 
shut  up.-^^Monopoly  of  ballast. — Rival  Corporation.-^ 
Charter  of  Confirmation. — Suit  in  the  Star-chamber  re-- 
lative  to  the  Irish-Estate. — Interference  of  Parliament. 
-^Tumults. — Double  Watch. — The  Trained-bands  call- 
ed out. — Further  exactions. — Four  Thousand  Men  raised. 
—-4  Second  Charier  of  Confirmation. — Petition  to  the 
King »—^ A  Parliam  ent  called. — The  Citizens  refuse  to 
advance  Money  on  the  Subsidies. — Petition  to  the  Lords. 
"—Spanish  Ambassador  insulted. — Tumultuous  Proceed- 
ings against  the  Earl  of  Strafford. — Dispute  about  the 
Choice  of  Sheriffs. 

On  the  demise'of  King  James,  the  privy-council, 
accompanied  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  re- 
paired to  Ludgate,  where  they  were  joined  by  the 
young  king,  whom  they  caused  to  be  proclaimed 
with  the  usual  solemnities. 

.The  public  entry  of  the  king,  and  his  bride,-  to 
whom  he  had  been  but  a  few  days  married,  was 
intended  to  have  taken  place  on  the  1 8th  of  June, 
1625;  but,  as  in  the  former  reign,  this  ceremony 
was  obliged  to  be  dispensed  with  on  account  of  the 
plague ;  and  the  coronation  was  postponed  until  the 
2d  of  February  in  the  following  year. 

Hackney  coaches  are  first  mentioned. as  being 
used  in  London,  in  the  year  1625,  at  which  time 
they  were  only  twenty  in  number ;  and,  instead  of 
standing  in  the  streets,  were  kept  at  inns  ready  for 
call  as  occasion  might  require. 

VOL,  II,  a  '  Charles 
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Charles  had  but  a  short  time  ascended  the  throne 
before  those  troubles  commenced,  which  continued, 
in  different  degrees,  to  the  period  that  unhappily 
closed  his  life.  A  war  had  been  some  time  sub- 
sisting between  England  and  France ;  to  carry  ob 
Ivhich  his  majesty  had  applied  to  parliament,  but 
they,  instead  of  complying  with  his  request,  otily 
answered  his  pleas  with  complaints.  Thus  dis- 
appointed, and  determined  to  raise  money  by  some 
means  or  other,  he  exacted  loans  of  his  subjects,  and 
dehianded  dnef  htindted  thoui^nd  pounds  of  the 
city  of  London ;  but  the  temper  of  the  timest  Was 
altered,  arid  they  refused  to  comply  with  his  request. 
This  so  irritated  the  privy-council,  who  considered 
the  people  as  slaves,  and  their  property  at  the  dis-« 
posal  of  their  sovereign,  that  they  prevsliled  on  his 
majesty  peremptorily  to  demand  the  above  sum. 
The  citizens  endeavoured  to  evade  the  demand  by 
modest  apologies  and  excuses,  tvhich  being  con-< 
sidered  by  the  privy-council  as  frivolpus  and  insigni- 
ficant, a  positive  order  was  sent  to  the  mayor  and 
lildermen,  either  to  comply,  or  risque  the  conse-^ 
quences  of  an  obstinate  refusal.  But  they  were  in- 
flexible in  their  determination,  nor  would  they 
listen  either  to  remonstrances  or  threats. 

To  punish  the  Londoners  for  this  refractory  con- 
duct, they  ttere  shortly  after  commanded  to  fit  out 
twenty  of  the  best  ships,  in  the  river,  well  manned 
and  stored  with  ammunition  and  provisions  for  threfe 
thonths.  The  citizens  urged  their  inability  to  corn- 
fly  with  this  request,  and  begged  that  his  majesty 
would  be  pleased  to  accept  of  half  that  nuihbet. 
But  they  were  answered, "  that  the  number  demand- 
ed \vas  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  state,  and 
that  the  charge  imposed  did  not  exceed  the  value 
of  some  (one)  of  their  estates :  that  allexcuses  on  that 
occasion  were  to  be  rejected,  as  tending  to  the 
t)  mani^st 
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manifest;  danger  of  the  public  :  and  that  as  the  said 
demand  was  not  only  directed  to  the  generality  of 
die  city,  but  likewise  to  the  several  members,  his 
saajesty  would  therefore  require  an  account  of  every 
citizen  in  particular/'  In  consequence  of  this 
imswer,  the  iddzens  were  obliged  to  comply  with  the 
royal  demand,  which  was  the  first  instance  of  ship 
money  in  this  reign. 

But  the  resentment  c£  the  ministiy  did  not  stop 
here.  Being  resolved  to  raise  money  at  sdl  events, 
they  imprisoned  the  most  distinguished  persons 
throughout  liie  nation  who  opposed  their  proceeds 
ings ;  among  others  twenty  of  the  principal  citizens 
who  liad  refused  to  consent  to  the  loan  were  com- 
mitted to  prison,  and  the  lower  classes  were  forced' 
into  the  land  or  sea-servicei  This  impolitic  con- 
duct only  tended  to  strengthen  the  resolution  of  the 
citizens,  who  ^became  more  determined  as  they  found 
themselves  more  oppressed. 

At  length  matters  came  to  that  issue,  that  the 
kingv  dreading  the  consequences  of  further  severity, 
directed  an  owler  of  council  to  be  issued  for  the  re- 
lease of  the  gentlemen  imprisoned  on  account  of  the 
loan  ;  ,and  sent  orders  to  the  loud  mayor  to  proceed 
moderately  in  his  demands  on  those  within  his 
jurisdiction. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  a  pretence  was 
found  for  obtaining  a  sum  of  money  from  the  city 
with  more  colour  of  justice.  One  Doctcwr  Lamb,  afa- 
vourite  of  the  king,  and  the  suspected  adviser  of  these 
arbitrary  proceedings,  being  discovered  in  the  city, 
was  attacked  by  a  mob,  who  loaded  him  with  the 
most  bitter  invectives,  and  draped  him  about  the 
streets,  beating  and  kicking  him,  till  at  length  he 
died  under  their  inhuman  treatment.  The  king, 
Rearing  of  the  tumult,  hastened  into  the  city  in  time 
to  have  saved  his  life,  bad  his  authority  been  suffi- 
ciently 


44  HISTORY   AND   SURVJETY   OP 

ciently  great,  or  his  body-guard  strong  enough  to 
have  rescued  him  from  the  exasperated  citizens, 
who,  in  reply  to  the  king's  intreaties,  and  promises 
that  he  would  suffer  the  law  to  take  its  course  if  he 
could  be  proven  guilty  of  any  oflFence,  said,  '*  they 
had  judged  him  already, "'and  continued  their  out- 
rageous conduct. 

finding  he  could  neither  chastise  nor  repress  this 
insolence,  he  returned  to  his  palace ;  and  soon  after 
the  privy-council  sent  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  sheriffs,  commanding  them  to  make  strict 
inquiry  after  the  principal  actors  and  abettors,  and 
to  bring  them  to  justice ;  but  so  little  attention  was 
paid  to  this  order,  that  an  answer  was  returned  that 
they  could  not  discover  any  of  them.  On  this  they 
were  summoned  to  attend  the  privy-council,  where 
they  were  threatened  with  the  confiscation  of  their 
charter  if  they  did  not  apprehend  and  deliver  up 
the  principal  actors  in  the  riot.  But  this  made  no 
impression  upon  their  resolution  to  skreen  the 
parties  sought  after;  for  their  next  report  was^ 
"  that  they  could  not  be  found."  The  king  was  so 
incensed  at  this,  that  he  amerced  the  city  in  a  fine 
of  six  thousand  pounds,  which  was  afterwards 
mitigated  to  fifteen  hundred  marks,  on  the  com- 
mittal of  several  of  the  rioters. 

The  following  year  the  ministry  adopted  another 
expedient  to  raise  money  without  parliamentary 
authority ;  which  was  to  impose  new  duties  on  mer- 
chandize by  order  of  privy-council  only ;  and  those 
who  had  resolution  to  oppose  the  said  order  had 
their  effects  arbitrarily  seized  on,  and  others,  by 
command  of  the  king,  were  committed  to  prison. 

In  the  year  1630,  the  sheriffs'  ojfficers  having 
arrested  a  man  in  Fleet-street,  the  populace,  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  attempted  his  rescue  ;  but  being 
strongly  opposed  by  the  constables,  a  desperate  fray 

ensued, 
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emued,  in  which  many  persons  were  killed,  and 
others  dangerously  wounded.  In  order  to  suppress 
this  dangerous  commotion,  the  lord  mayor  issued 
a  proclamation  for  apprehending  the  ring-leaders, 
many  of  whom  being  taken  were  tried  and  convicted 
of  murder ;  but  only  one,  who  was  the  chief  of  the 
rioters,  was  executed. 

In  the  following  year,  the  streets  of  London  being 
greatly  incumbered  with  stalls  and  stands  for  the  sale 
of  various  goods,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  against 
those  nuisances,  the  common-council  enacted, 
"  that  no  inhabitant  whatever  should  presume  to  sell 
any  thing  in  the  streets  or  lanes  of  the  city,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  for  the  first  offence  twenty  shillings,  for 
the  second  forty  shillings,  for  the  third  four 
pounds,  and  for  each  offence  afterwards  the  penalty 
to  be  doubled. 

Cpmplaint  being  made  of  the  evil  practices  of  en- 
grossers, and  also  of  the  vintners,  bakers,  &c.  in 
London^  a  decree  was  issued  by  the  Star-chamber, 
in  1633,  for  reforming  these  abuses^  by  which  en- 
grossing and  regrating,  as  well  as  the  other  evils 
complained  of,  were  strictly  forbidden. 

A  saw-mill,  or  engine  for^  sawing  timber,  was 
erected,  in  this  year,  on  the  river  Thames,  opposite, 
to  Durham-yard,  but  so  little  was  the  advantages  of 
a  saving  of  labour  then  understood,  that  it  was 
shortly  after  suppressed,  "  lest  ouriabouring  people 
should  want  employment/' 

The  citizens  of  London  were  much  irritated,  in 
the  following  year,  by  the  king's  arbitrary  order  to 
them,  without  the  assent  of  parliament,  to  fit  out  and 
send  to  Portsmouth,  seven  ships.with  ordnance,  men, 
and  provisions  for  twenty-six  weeks,  viz.  one  ship 
of  nine  hundred  tons,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty 
men :  one  of  eight  hundred  tons,  and  two  hundred 
and  sixty  men  :  four  of  five  hundred  tons,  and  two 

hundred 
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hundred  men :  and  one  of  three  h^indred  tons,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  enumeration  of 
this  equipment  will  give  some  idea  of  the  state  of 
the  shipping,  in  the  port  of  L<mdon  at  this  period. 

So  unwilling  were  the  citizens  to  comply  witk 
this  order  that  a  court  of  common-council  wad 
called,  by  which  an  address  was  prepared  andorder- 
ed  to  be  laid  before  the  king,  claiming  an  exemption 
from  such  demands.  But  the  effect  produced  by 
their  remonstrance  was  very  different  from  what  they 
expected,  since  it  was  followed  by  the  extension  of 
the  mandate  to  every  county  in  England  and 
Wales ;  but,  instead  of  ships,  which  were  nominally 
the  object  of  the  king's  demand,  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  was  obliged  to  be  paid  as  a  commutation, 
whence  it  acquired  the  name  of  ship-money. 

A  proclamation  was  issued  in  the  month  of 
January,  163.5,  for  preventing  hackney  coaches 
from  plying  in  the  streets  for  hire,  "  because  the 
common  passages  were  obstructed  by  them  so  as  to 
render  the  street^  dangerous  to  his  majesty  and  the 
nobility  ;^'  but  though  this  was  the  pretended  reason 
it  is  probable  that  a  more  powerful  one  existed,  for, 
about  the  same  time,  a  monopoly  was  obtained  by 
Sir  Sanders  Duncomb  for  "  the  sole  privilege  to  use, 
let,  or  hire,  a  number  of  covered  chairs,  for  fourteen 
years,^^  which,  in  common  with  the  many  monopolies^ 
then  granted  by  the  court,  was  not  obtained  without 
moijey.  The  order  respecting  hackney  coaches 
"was  not,  however,  of  long  duration,  for,  in  l637j 
they  were  again  licensed. 

The  levying  of  ship-money  was  a  source  of  con- 
tinual disputes  between  the  ministry  and  the  citizens 
of  London.  The  obstinacy  of  the  latter,  though 
unsuccessful,  yet  occasioned  so  much  ill-will  at 
court,  that  every  method  that  could  be  devised  to 
iiatrass  them  was  put  in  practice.    Thus,  bi  1 636, 

an^ 
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m  order  was  sent  from  the  privy  council,  in  the 
king's  nante,  to  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  com* 
Dianding  them  to  shut  up  all  the  shops  in  Qold-* 
Smith's-row  (the  south  side  of  Cheapside  and  Lorn-* 
bard-street)  that  were  not  occupied  by  goldsmiths ; 
and  this  order  was  shortly  after  enforced  by  a  de* 
cree  of  the  Star-chamber*  The  citizens,  however, 
paid  no  regard  to  these  mandates;  and^  soon  af- 
ter, another  letter  was  sent  to  them,  commanding 
them  to  inform  the  deputies  of  the  wards,  through 
which  these  streets  passed,  that,  if  they  did  not 
forthwith  put  their  former  directions  on  the  sub* 
ject  into  execution,  such  further  orders  should  be 
given,  that  should  teach  them  to  know,  that  the 
commands  of  that  board  wete  not  to  be  treated  with 
contempt. 

About  this  time,  the  king  monopolized  the  ballast 
raised  from  the  river  Thames;  ordering,  by  procla* 
motion,  that  no  one  should  purchase-  any  ballast 
from  thence,  but  such  as  were  employed  by  him  foy 
that  purpose.  He  also  erected  a  rival  corporation  to 
London,  by  incorporating  *'  all  the  tradesmen  and  ar* 
tificers,  inhabiting  such  places  in  the  city  of  London  > 
as  were  exempted  from  the  freedom  thereof;  as  also  ^ 
those  in  the  out-parts  of  Westminster  and  Middle* 
sex,  within  three  miles  of  the  said  city  of  Lon* 
don/' 

Notwithstanding  the  discontent  which  prevailed 
at  this  time,  between  the  citizens  and  the  king,  yet^ 
in  1638,  he  granted  the  corporation  of  London  a 
charter,  Wherein  he  confirmed  all  their  former  privi* 
leges,  the  garbling  of  tobacco  only  excepted.  The 
granting  of  this  charter,  however,  must  not  be  Consi*. 
dered  as  a  free  gift;  for  the  citizens  paid  very  consi- 
derable sums  to  obtain  that  confirmation  of  their 
ancient  privileges  from  Charles,  which  had  been 
60  readily  granted  by  his  predecessors. 

These 
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These  recently  confirmed  privileges  were  not  long 
respected  ;  for,  in  the  year  16395  the  ministry,  in  an 
arbitrary  and  illegal  manner,  commenced  a  suit  in 
the  court  of  Star-chamber,  against  the  lord  mayor  and 
citizens,  together  with  the  governor  and  assistants  of 
the  new  plantation  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  in  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  deprive  them  of  the  improvements 
they  had  made,  at  'a  very  considerable  expense,  in 
that  province ;  when,  after  a  hearing  of  seventeien 
days,  the  defendants  were  condemned  to  lose  lall  their 
lands  and  possessions,  which  had  been  granted  them 
by  his  late  inajesty  in  that  kingdom ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  court  amerced  the  citizens  in  a  fine  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds. 

The  parliament  now  thought  it  high  time  to  inter- 
fere in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  London,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  court ;  they 
accordingly  came  to  such  resolutions  as  obliged  the 
king  to  declare  thedecree  unlawful,and  to  confirm  the 
grant  of  the  province,  made  to  the  city  by  his  father. 

In  1640,  the  city  was  called  upon  by  the  privy 
council  to  raise  twelve  hundred  men,  to  be  sent 
against  the  Scots;  which  was  performed,  and  the 
men  shipped  at  Blackwall,  though  not  without  great 
discontent  on  the  part  of  the  populace,  who  could 
scarcely  be  kept  within  bounds;  and,  on  the  11th  of 
May,  the  apprentices  and  others,  invited  by  a  paper 
stuck  up  in  the  Royal  Exchange,  assembled  at  night, 
to  the  number  of  five  hundred,  and  marched  to  Lam- 
beth, with  an  intent  to  plunder  the  palace,  and  mur- 
der the  archbishop,  whom  they  accused  of  being  a 
principal  instigator  of  all  the  ministerial  oppressions. 
But  the  prelate  being  apprized  of  their  coming,  had 
provided  such  a  defence,  that  their  intentions  were 
frustrated,  and  they  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  fbU 
lowing  day,  upwards  of  two  thousand  of  the  popu- 
lace rushed  into  St.  Paurs,  at  the  time  the  high  comn 

mission 


LOXDOK   AND   ITS   ENVIRONS.  49 

mission  court  was  sitting,  where  they  tore  down  all 
Iha  benches,  crying  out,  ^^  No  bishop !  No  liigh 
commission  !'^ 

These  outrages  greatly  alarming  the  court,  the 
privy  council  s^nt  an  order  to  the  lord  mayor,  to  pro- 
vide a  double  watch,  and  to  oblige  every  housekeeper 
to  keep  his  apprentices  and  servants  at  home,  and 
not  suffer  them  to  go  out  of  their  houses  at  any  hour, 
tiU  further  orders. 

The  lord  mayor  strictly  obeyed  these  orders ;  not- 
withstanding which,  so  turbulent  and  enraged  were 
the  citisEens  in  general  against  the  court  and  minis- 
try, for  their  despotic  government,  that  they  stuck  up 
papers  in  v^ous  parts  of  the  city,  exciting  the  people 
to  a  general  insiirrection.  This  occasioned  another 
order  from  the  privy  council,  commanding  the  lord 
mayor  to  draw  forth  the  city  trained  bands,  the  more 
effectually  to  suppress  a]i  disorderly  and  riotous 
meetings. 

Notwithstanding  these  indications  of  general  dis* 
affection,  the  king  continued  firm  to  his  infatuated 
purpose  of  subduing  Hie  spirit  of  the  people.  Th^ 
privy  council  summoned  the  lord  mayor  and  alder- 
men to  attend,  in  order  to  give  in  the  names  of  such 
citizens  in  each  ward,  as  were  able  to  advance  nu)- 
ney  for  the  service  of  the  king.  The  sum  demanded 
by  the  privy  council  was  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  which  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  were 
ordered  to  raise,  according  to  the  abilities  of  the 
respective  wards.  Several  aldermen,  who  refused 
obedience,  were  committed  to  prison ;  and  an  <H'der 
waiJ  afterwards  issued  by  the  privy  council,  to  prose- 
cute the  lord  mayor,  and  the  sheriffs  of  I^pndon  and 
Middlesex,  for  default  in  the  prosecution  of  the  writ 
of  sthip-money. 

Shortly  after,  the  king  ordered  the  crtizens  to  raise 
four  thousand  men,  to  join  the  army  intended  to 
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march  against  the  Scots ;  which  they  <!OmpKed  with, 
on  a  promise  that  the  expense  should  be  repaid  oat 
of  the  exchequer. 

The  citizens,  after  this,  advanced  the  king  the  sum 
of  four  thousand  two  hundred  pounds ;  in  consid^-* 
ation  of  which,  he  granted  them  another  charter, 
confirming  all  their  former  privileges  of  package,  sea- 
vage,  and  baiUage ;  to  which  he  now  adds  that  of  the 
carriage  and  portage  of  all  merchandize  whatsoever^ 
with  a  clause  to  prohibit  every  porter  or  other  per- 
son from  carrying,  lading  or  unlading  any  goods, 
without  the  special  licence  of  the  mayor  and  com- 
monalty; and  it  concludes  with  giving  power  and 
authority  to  the  said  mayor  and  his  proper  officers, 
in  the  foresaid  employments,  "to  give  and  admi-» 
nister  the  oath  upon  the  holy  evangelists,  from  time 
to  time,  to  all  such  persons,  suspected,  or  to  be . 
suspected  of  withdrawings,  concealments,  colour* 
ings,  frauds,  covins.     And  that  it  shall  and  may  b«& 
lawful  to  the  said  mayor,  his  minister^  and  deputy, 
or  officer  for  the  time  being,  by  all  lawful  ways  and 
means,  to  compel  all  such  peri^ons  suspected,  or  to 
be  suspected,  as  shall  refuse  or  deny  to  take  the  said 
oath,  to.  take  the  same  oath/^  Which  charter  is  dated 
the  5th  day  of  September,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of 
his  reign,  - 

The  grievances  under  which  the  nation  had  so 
long  laboured  continuing  unredressed,  the  citizens 
©f  London  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  king  to  call  a 
new  parliament,  in  the  hope  of  being  freed,  by  its 
means,  from  the  many  impositions  which  had  been 
laid  on  them.  As  this  petition  contains  a  summary 
of  the  complaints  which  then  agitated  the  people, 
and  will  throw  great  light  on  the  short  sketch  of  the 
civil  war,  which  the  limits  of  this  work  will  admit  ofi 
it  is  injsertedfit  length. 

.    «  Most 
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**  Most  gracious  sovereign, 

^  Being  moved  with  duty  and  obedience,  which, 
by  the  laws^  your  petitioners  owe  unto  your  sacred 
majesty,  they  humbly  present  unto  your  princely 
and  pious  wisdom,  the  several  pressing  grievances 
follolvihg : 

*'  1.  The  pressing  and  unusual  impositions  upon 
merchandize,  importing  and  exporting,  and  the 
urging  and  levying  of  ship-money;'  notwithstanding 
both  which,  merchant  ships  and  goods  have  beea 
taken  and  destroyed,  both  by  Turkish  and  other 
pirates^ 

"  2.  The  multitude  of  monopolies,  patents,  and 
Warrants,  whereby  trade  in  the  city,  and  other  parti 
of  the  kingdom,  is  much  decayed. 

"  3*  The  sundry  innovations  in  matters  of  re* 
bgion. 

"  4.  The  oath  of  canons^  lately  enjoined  by  the 
late  convocation  ;  whereby  your  petitioners  are  ia 
4anger  to  be  deprived  of  their  ministers. 

"  Sk  The  great  concourse  of  papists^  and  their 
habitations  in  London  and  the  suburbs;  whereby 
they  have  more  means  and  opportunity  of  plotting 
and  executing  their  designs  against  tl^e  religion 
€stablishedi 

^^  6.  The  seldom  calling,  and  sudden  dissolutions 
of  parliaments,  without  the  redress  of  grievances. 

"  7.  The  imprisonment  of  divers  citizens  for  non* 
payment  of  ship-money,  and  impositions ;  and  ths 
prosecution  of  many  others  in  the  Star-chamber,  for 
not  conforming  themselves  to  committees  in  patents 
of  monopolies,  whereby  trade  is  restrained* 

*'  8.  The  great  danger  your  sacred  person  is  ex- 
posed unto  in  the  present  war,  and  the  various  fears 
that  seized  upon  your  petitioners  and  their  families, 
by  reason  thereof;  which  grievances  and  fears  have 
occasioned  so  great  a  stop  and  distraction  in  trade» 

that 
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that  your  petitioners  can  neither  buy,  sell,  receive, 
or  pay,  as  formerly,  and  tends  to  the  utter  ruin  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  the  decay  of  navigation 
and  clothing,  and  the  manufectures  of  this  king« 
dom. 

"  Your  humble  petitioners,  conceiving  that  the 
said  grievances  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom, and  finding,  by  experience,  that  they  are  noC 
redressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  justice,  cfo  there-» 
fore  most  humbly  beseech  your  most  sacred  majesty, 
to  cause  a  parliament  to  be  sumnioned,  with  all  con-« 
venient  speed,  whereby  they  may  be  relieved  in  the  ^ 
premises.  • 

"  And  your  petitioners  and  loyal  subjects  shall 
ever  pray,  &c/' 

The  privy  council,  suspecting  that  disagreeable 
consequences  might  arise  to  them  from  the  present- 
ing this  petition  to  the  king,  in  order  to  prevent  its 
being  carried  into  execution,  sent  a  letter  to  the  Icn^d 
mayor  and  aldermen,  telling  them,  that  such  a  peti- 
tion was  very  dangerous,  and  unwarranted  by  the- 
charter  and  ctft^toms  of  the  city^  and  that  it  was  un- 
neceissary,  as  his  majesty  was  already  taking  the  said 
grievjtnces  into  consideration.  The  citizens  paid  lit- 
tle attention  to  this  letter  from  the  ministry,  but,  ou 
the  contrary,  sent  the  petition  by  a  deputation  fmm. 
the  court  of  aldermen  and  common-council  to  hi& 
majesty,  who  was  at  that  time  with  his  army  ar 
York. 

This, petition  had  so  far  the  desired  effect,  that  his 
majesty,  in  a  letter  dated  the  25th  of  September, 
promised  them  a  parliament  should  be  immediately 
called,  to  redress  their  grievances ;  but  a  request  was  • 
at  the  same  time  added,  for  a  loan  of  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  troops, 
and  cQnduct  a  negotiation  with  the  Scots  to  a  sa^ 

tisfactory 
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tisfactoiy  conclusion..  The  citizens  engaged  to  ad- 
vance the  sum  required,  on  condition  that  the  no- 
blemen, at  that  time  with  his  majesty,  would  join 
in  security  for  the  re-payment  of  the  same ;  which 
they  readily  assenting  to,  the  loan  was  accordingly 
negotiated. 

To  fulfil  his  promise  to  the  city,  the  king  sum- 
moned a  parliament,  which  met  on  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber;  when  Alderman  Pennington,  in  the  name  of 
the  city,  presented  a  petition,  with  a  schedule  of 
twenty-eight  articles  of  grievances  annexed,  and 
signed  by  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  citizens.  The 
object  of  this  petition  was,  the  abolition  of  the  episco- 
pal government  of  the  church,  with  all  its  dependen-^ 
cies,  roots,  and  branches.  This  was  followed  by  an 
absolute  refusal  to  advance  the  king  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  upon  the  credit  of  the  subsidy  bills: 
in  their  answer  to  the  application,  they  said,  "  that 
the  city  was  not  a  body  constituted  for  any  such 
purpose,  nor  able  to  make  laws  for  the  lending,  of 
money ;  and  that  they  could  only  persuade,  and  not 
compel." 

This  was  followed  by  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  signed  by  twenty  thousand  citizens,  to  acce- 
lerate the  punishment  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford ;  "who,'* 
they  said,  "  had  counselled  the  plundering  of  the 
city,  and  putting  it  to  fine  and  ransom,  and  had  said 
that  it  would  never  be  well  till  some  of  the  alder-- 
men  were  hanged  up ;  because  they  would  not  yield 
to  illegal  levies  of  money."  The  petition  also  enu- 
merated the  grievances  they  complained  of  to  the 
king;  which  they  stated  to  be  unattended  to,  not- 
withstanding his  majesty's  promises. 

From  the  spirit  of  petitioning,  they  proceeded  to 
unjustifiable  measures.    I'heir  first  outrage  ]vas  di- 
rected against  the  Spanish  ambassador's  chapel,  in 
Bishopsgate^treet,  where  a  considerable  mob  assem- 
bled, 
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bled^  and  threatened  to  destroy  it,  and  even  to  kill 
the  ambassador,  for  permitting  English  papists  to 
frequent  it.  The  timely  intervention  and  persua-* 
sions  of  the  lord  mayor,  prevented  their  threats  from 
being*  carried  into  execution;  and)  after  the  mob  was 
dispersed,  he  set  a  guard  round  the  ambassador's 
house,  whichj  while  it  protected  him  from  insult^ 
prevented  the  catholic  citizens  from  attending  mass 
at  his  house. 

'  On  the  Sunday  following,  the  pulpits  rung  with 
the  necessity  of  having  justice  executed  upon  a 
great  delinquent,  meaning  the  Earl  of  Strafford; 
there  being  a  design  to  bring  the  army  to  London^ 
to  surprise  the  Tower,  and  favour  his  escape.  This 
produced  such  an  eflTect,  that,  next  day,  six  thou-« 
sand  of  the  citizens  repaired  in  a  hostile  manner  to 
Westminster,  and,  posting  themselves  in  all  the  ave- 
nues to  the  House  of  Lords,  stopped  the  coaches^ 
and  cried  out  for  justice  on  Strafford :  they  Ukewise 
presented  a  petition  to  the  house  to  the .  same 
effect. 

The  lords  complained  to  the  conunons  of  these 
tumultuous  proceedings ;  but  the  citizens  would  not 
disperse,  until  they  had  seen  the  protestation  of 
both  houses  of  parliament^  for  the  defence  of  the 
king  and  kingdom. 

About  this  time,  a  dispute  arose  between  the  lord 
mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city»  about  the  right 
of  choosing  one  of  the  sheriffs,  which  the  former 
claimed  by  a  prescription  of  three  hundred  years, 
without  the  approbation  and  confirmation  of  the  lat- 
ter: the  commonalty  admitted  of  the  mayor's  nomi- 
nating a  person  proper  for  that  office,  but  insisted  he 
should  not  serve  unless  by  their  assent.  The  lord 
.  mayor  and  aldermen  applied  to  the  king  to  determine 
the  controversy ;  but,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  interfere 
personally,  in  »o  critical  a  time,  when  his  own  power 
3  was 
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was  publicly  disputed,  he  referred  them  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  peers,  at  first,  recommended  an  accom*^. 
modation  aniong  themselves;  byt  this  not  proving 
sufficiently  effectual,  their  lordships  thought  proper 
(with  a  salvo  on  each  side)  to  issue  the  following 
order : 

"  That,  for  this  time,  the  commonalty  shall  forth- 
with proceed  to  the  nomination  and  election  of  both 
their  sheriffs  for  the  year  following ;  hoping  that,  for 
the  first  of  the  two  sheriffs,  they  will  make  choice  of 
that  party  that  was  nominated  by  the  lord  mayor : 
and  their  lordships  do  further  declare,  that  this  order 
shall  be  no  way  prejudicial  to  any  right  or  preroga- 
tive claimed  by  the  lords,  the  m?iyors  of  the  city  of 
London,  for  the  tim^  being;  nor  yet  to  any  right  or 
claim  made  by  the  commons  or  citizens  in  thi^  m?tt« 
ter,  now  in  question  amongst  then^j,'^ 
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apparent  Cordiality  between  the  King  and  the  Citizens.''^ 
Petitions  to  the  House  of  Commons* — Tumults* — The 
King  comes  into  the  City  to  demand  the  accused  Mem* 
lers^'^Committee  of  Parliament  escorted  to  Westmin" 
ster. — Trained'baTias  appointed  to  guard  the  Parlia^ 
ment. "^Demand  of  Men  and  Money, — Defensive  Mea^ 
sures. "^Deputation  concerning  the  Battle  of  Ed^e-hill. 

.  Apprentices  encouraged  to  enlist, -^The  City  fortified,*^ 
Brentford  taken  by  the  royal  Forces* — Heavy  Assess* 
ment. — Plot  to  admit  t/ie  Kin§*^s  Troops. — Commerce 
with  London  trohibited.^'^Petttions  to  Parliament •-'"^ 
Riot. — BeUej  of  Gloucester. — Solemn  League  and  Co^ 
Venant.^'Treaty  ofReconciliation.—Excise. — Aid  sent  to 
fhe  royal  Army. — Address  to  theParliament. — Obstruct 
iions  to  the  Trade  of  the  City. — Royalists  fhck  to  the 
City  after  the  Battle  of  ifaseby. — Internal  Divisions. 
The  Army  and  Parliament  differ. — London  menaced.-^ 
Reconciliation  tetween  the  Army  and  the  City.-^^En^ 

fagement  to  restore  the  King.-^Tumultuous  Petition.^-^ 
'he  Army  enter  London. — Fortifications  demolished."-^ 
The  Army  quartered  on  the  Citizens.^^^Deaih  of  the 
King. 

On  King  Charles's  return  from  Scotland,  he  was 
met  at  Kingsland  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  re- 
corder, 'in  their  formalities,  and  conducted  through 
the  city  to  Guildhall,  where  he,  with  the  queen,  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  Princess  Mary,  were  sumptu- 
ously entertained,  and,  after  dinner,  conducted  with 
equal  state  to  Whitehall.  From  the  great  apparent 
cordiality  with  which  his  majesty  was  received  by 
the  citizens,  on  this  day,  and  from  the  tumultuous 
acclamations  of  joy  of  the  lower  class  of  people,  it 
might  have  been  supposed,  that  Charles  possessed 
the  whole  hearts  of  his  subjects,  at  least  in  London. 

And 
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And  so  cordially  did  the  king  return  these  marks  of 
affection,  that,  on  occasion  of  an  address  being  pre- 
sented fit>m  the  city  on  the  following  day,  he  made 
the  lord  mayor  a  baronet,  and  knighted  all  the  alder* 
men  who  attended ;  after  which,,  the  whole  commit- 
tee were  el^ntly  entertained  by  the  Marquis  of 
Dorset,  in  the  king's  name. 

But  the  seeds  of  discontent  lurked  beneath  these 
flattering  appearances,  and,  in  'a  few  days,  began 
to  be  perceptible.  On  the  11th  of  December, 
(Charles  returned  on  the  25th  of  November)  a  peti- 
tion, signed  by  twenty  thousand  citizens,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Fookes, 
attended  by  two  hundred  merchants,  and  others, 
complaining  of  the  growth  of  popery,  and  prayinj^ 
the  said  house,  that  they  would  take  speedy  af  d  ei- 
fectual  means  to  deliver  the  city  and  nation  from  the 
danger  of  being  surprised  by  their  bloody  hands, 
from  the  obstructions  they  caused  in  the  trade  of 
this  city  and  kingdom,  and  for  immediate  reforma- 
tion in  religion.  This  petition  was  inscribed,  ^  The 
humble  petition  of  the  aldermen,  common-council- 
men,  subsidy-men,  and  other  inhabitants,  of  the  city 
of  London  and  suburbs  thereof/'  Another  petition, 
of  the  Uke  nature,  was  presented  the  same  day,  by 
the  city  apprentices.  The  petitions  were  favourably 
received. 

On  the  23d  of  the  same  months  the  king,  having 
discharged  Sir  William  Belfour  from  the  lieiitenancy 
of  the  Tower  of  LondcHi,  appointed  Colonel  Luns- 
ford,  a  person  very  obnoxious  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  succeed  him.  This  removal  so  highly  dis- 
pleased the  citizens,  whose  interest  was  inseparable 
from  that  of  the  commons,  that  they  drew  up,  and 
presented  a  petition  to  the  house,  stiled,  ^^  The 
humble  petition  of  divers  common-council-men,  and 
others,  of  the  city  of  London ;''  the  substance  of 

vpi,.  i\.  I  which 
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which  was,  "  That  the  Tower  of  London  wa!^  more 
especially  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of 
London,  which  had  lately  been  put  into  fears  of  some 
dangerous  design  froni  that  citadel, — That  Sir  Wil- 
liam Belfour,  a  person  of  honour  and  trust,  is  dis- 
placed from  the  office  of  lieutenant,  and  the  same  is 
bestowed  upon  Colonel  Lunsford,  a  man  outlawed^ 
Tind  most  notorious  for  outrages,  etc* — May  it  there- 
fore please  this  honourable  assembly  to  take  the  pre- 
mises into  such  consideration  as  may  secure  both 
the  city  and  the  kingdom  against  the  mischiefs 
"which  may  happen,  etc." 

'  This  petition  occasioned  the  commons  to  request 
a  conference  with  the  lords;  but  the  latter  refused 
joining  with  them  to  address  his  majesty  for  the  re- 
moval of  Lunsford ;  alleging,  that  they  conceived  it 
tvouldi  be  an  infringement  oh  his  majesty^s  preroga- 
tive. The  lord  mayor,  however,  on  the  Sunday 
following,  waited  on  the  king  at  Whitehall,  where  he 
represented  the*  dissatisfaction  of  the  people,  at  the 
promotion  of  the  said  Lunsford,  and  informed  him 
of  a  general  insurrection  being  intended  by  the  citi- 
zens, should  Lunsford  be  continued  in  the  lieu- 
'tenancy  of  the  Tower.  On  which  his  majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  remove  him  from  the  said 
office. 

Before  this  was  publicly  known,  the  citizens  and 
apprentices,  who  had  petitioned  against  Lunsford 
and  the  bishops,  assembled  in  a  large  body,  and 
proceeded  to  Westminster,  crying  out,  *'  No  brshops! 
•No  bishops !  No  popish  lords !"  This  so  irritated  the 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  was  then  passing  to  West- 
minster, that  he  imprudently  seized  one  of  the  most 
active  in  the  mob ;  but  the  populace  immediately 
rescued  their  comrade,  and,  after  dinning  his  ears 
with  "  No  bishop!  No  bishop  !"  permitted  the  ter- 
rified prelate  to  depart.  One  Captain  Hyde,  with 
1  .  .  sdme 
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some  of  his  friends,  being  fired  with  indignation  at 
such  treatment  of  a  bishop,  was  still  more  impru- 
dent; for  he  dreyv  his  sword,  and  threatened  to  cut 
the  throats  of  thqse  round-headed  dogs,  who  bawled 
against  the  bishops :  for  which  he  was  seized  by  the 
apprentices,  and  caitied  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  not  only  immediately  committed  him  to 
prison,  but  declared  him  incapable  of  ever  serving 
his  majesty  after. 

Colonel  Lunsford,  going  to  Westminster  the  same 
day,  was  so  irritated  at  the  insolence  of  the  mob, 
that  he  also  drew  his  sword ;  on  which  a  scuffle. 
ensued,  and  several  persons  were  wounded.  This 
commotion  soon  reaching  the  city,  the  lord  mayor 
and  sheriffs  took  such  precautions,  as  prevented  any 
considerable  number  from  getting  out  of  the  gates 
of  the  city.  After  which,  his  lordship  patroled  the 
streets  all  .night,  and,  in  the  morning,  raised  the 
tj^ained  bands,  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city, 

The  king,  on  this  occasion,  sent  a  message  to 
the  common-council,  commanding  them  to  preserve 
peace,  and  concluding  in  these  words:  "  We 
do  desire  them  (the  Londoners)  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  any  jealousies,  that  ill-affected  people  may 
endeavour  to  sow,  but  to  rest  most  confident, 
and  assured,  that  the  safety,  protection,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  city,  shall  ever  be,  with  Us,  a  prin- 
cipal care." 

These  tumults,  which  were  chiefly  confined  to 
the  vicinity  of  Whitehall,  increased  daily;  insomuch, 
that  the  person  of  the  king  seemed  to  be  endangered 
by  the  licentiousness  of  a  misguided  mob.  In  this 
scene  of  confusion,  some  disbanded  cheers,  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  inns  of  court,  offered  their  service 
to  his  majesty,  to  keep  the  rabble  in  subjection. 
The  countenance  the  king  gave  to  this  proceeding, 

proved 
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proved  a  fatal  measure  to  him;  since  it  gave  the 
House  of  Commons  a  pretence  for  sanctioning  the 
tumults,  and  for  making  a  formal  demand  for  a 
guard  to  be  set  over  the  parliament.  This  demand, 
however,  was  rejected. 

The  flame  of  discord  now  began  fo  blaze  without 
Testraint;  A  prosecution  having  been  commenced 
by  the  attorney-general,  against  one  peer  and  five 
conimoners,  for  high  treason,  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment voted  all  the  proceedings  to  be  a  high  breach 
of  privilege;  and  the  accused  members,  having  re- 
ceived intimation  that  it  was  the  king's  intention 
to  seize  them  in  the  house,  retired,  for  security,  into 
ihe  city  of  London,  where  the  citizens  armed  them- 
selves in  their  defence. 

His  majesty,  having  miscarried  in  his  design  of 
securing  the  five  members  impeached,  came  inta 
the  city,  on  the  5th  of  January,  to  demand  the  assist- 
ance of  the  citizens  to  find  them  out.  On  his  way 
thither,  the  people  cried  out,  in  a  tumultuous  man- 
ner, "  Privileges  of  parliament V'  And  one  of  them 
threw  into  his  majesty's  coach  a  paper,  on  which 
was  written,  '*  To  your  tents,  O  Israel !''  for  which 
he  was  immediately  apprehended,  and  committed  to 
prison.  His  majesty  being  arrived  at  Guildhall, 
where  the  court  of  common-council,  by  his  order, 
was  assembled,  addressed  himself  to  them,  saying  he 
came  to  demand  persons  already  accused  of  nigh 
treason,  and  to  desire  their  assistance  to  bring  them 
to  a  legal  trial.  He  then  made  new  professions  of 
his  zeal  for  the  protestant  religion,  and  his  determina- 
tion to  prosecute  all  such,  either  papists  or  sepa- 
ratists, who  should  oppose  the  laws  and  statutes,  of 
the  kingdom.  Having  finished  his  harangue,  he 
left  the  hall,  and,  after  dining  with  one  of  the  she- 
rifis,  returned  to  Whitehall,  without  receiving  that 

applause 
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applause  which  he  expected,  or  being  farther  in- 
sulted by  the  populace. 

The  citizens,  however,  neither  approving  of  the 
king's  demand,  nor  his  declaration,  drew  up  an  an- 
swer, by  way  of  remonstrance ;  which  was  directed 
to  him,  from  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common- 
council  of  London :  in  which,  after  representing  their 
fears  and  danger,  by  reason  of  the  bloody  progress  of 
the  rebels  in  Ireland,  fermented,  and  acted  by  the 
papists  and  their  adherents  ;  the  throwing  out  peo- 
ple of  trust  and  honoiir  from  the  lieutenancy  of  the 
Tower,  and  the  preparations  there  lately  made ;  the 
fortifying  of  Whitehall,  in  an  unusual  manner,  with 
men  and  ammunition,  and  the  drawing  swords,  and 
wounding  many  citizens  that  w^ere  unarmed,  in 
Westminster-hall ;  they  concluded  as  follows :  "  The 
petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray  your  most 
sacred  majesty,  that,  by  the  advice  of  your  great 
council  in  parliament,  the  protestants  in  Ireland  may 
be  speedily  relieved;  the  Tower  put  into  the  hands 
of  persons  of  trust ;  that,  by  removal  of  doubtful  and 
unknown  persons  from  about  Whitehall  and  West- 
minster, a  known  and  approved  guard  may  be  ap- 
pointed, for  the  safety  of  his  majesty  and  the  parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  the  Lord  MandevtUe,  otherwise  Kim- 
bolton,  and  the  five  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, lately  accused,  may  n6t  be  restrained  of  liberty, 
or  be  proceeded  against,  otherwise  than  according  to 
privileges  of  parliament." 

To  this  remonstrance  the  king  returned  an  answer, 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  satisfy  them,  with  re- 
spect to  all  the  points  complained  of,  by  general  pro- 
fessions; but  these  appeared  so  evasive,  as  to  give 
but  small  satisfaction  to  the  citizens. 

The  grand  committee  appointed  by  the  house  of 
commons  to  sit  in  Guildhall  to  deliberate  on  such 
things  as  might  be  most  beneficial  to  the  safety  of 

the 
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the  city  and  the  kingdom,  finding  great  interruption 
from  the  business  of  the  city,  adjourned  to  Grocers^-. 
hall,  where  they  concerted  measures  for  their  safe 
return  to  Westminster  on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament ;  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  temper  of 
the  times,  they  directed  the  sheriffs  to  raise  the 
posse  comitatus  to  guard  them  on  that  occasion* 
At  the  same  time,  an  offer  made  by  the  sailors  in  the 
river  to  (escort  them  by  water  was  accepted* 

On  the  11th  of  January,  the  committee,  with  the 
Lord  Kimbolton  and  the  five  accused  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  went  to  Westminster  in 
great  state^  guarded  by  forty  long-boats  armed  with 
small  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  were  received  on  land-^ 
ing  by  the  city  trained-bands. 

When  the  committee  and  members  were  safe 
arrived,  the  sheriffs  and  those  who  had  conducted 
the  boats,  were  called  into  the  house,  and  weie 
thanked  for  their  services,  and  indemnified  from, 
future  question  for  their  conduct :  after  which,  the 
house  ordered  that  two  companies  of  the  trained-^ 
bands  should  attend  the  house  daily,  and,  for  the 
security  of  the  stores  in  the  Tower,  the  sheriffs  were 
ordered  to  place  a  sufficient  guard  round  it,  both  by 
land  and  water. 

The  use  that  might  be  made  of  the  London 
militia  was  so  manifest  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  they  took  them  out  of  the  power  of  the  lord 
mayor,  whom  they  found  to  be  materially  influenced 
by  the  court ;  and  ordained,  "  that  the  persons  en- 
trusted with  the  ordering  of  the  militia  of  London, 
should  have  power  to  draw  the  trained-bands  of  the 
city  into  such  usual  and  convenient  places,  within 
three  miles  of  the  city,  as  to  them  from  time  to  tiinq 
should  seem  meet,  for  the  training  and  exerciising 
of  the  soldiers  ;  and  that  the  said  soldiers,  upon 
summons,  should,  from  time  to  time,  appear,  and  not 

depart 
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depart  from  their  colours  without  the  consent  of 
their  officers,  as  they  would  answer  their  contempt 
to  the  parliaments^ 

The  proceedings  in  the  metropolis  had  at  length 
assumed  so  serious  an  aspect,  that  the  king  found  it 
necessary,  for  his  safety,  to  remove  from  it.  It 
would  be  foreign  to  our  purpose  to  enter  into  the 
detail  of  all  the  remonstarances,  protests,  declarations, 
and  messages,  which  passed  between  the  king  and 
the  commons  during  this  period  of  confusion  and  re- 
volt ;  we  shall  therefore  confine  ourselves  to  those 
occurrences  in  which  Lx)ndon  bore  a  principal  share. 

The  first  event  of  that  description  which  occur- 
red after  the  king's  departure  was  a  demand  on  the 
city  by  the  parliament  for  large  supplies  of  men  and 
money,  which,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  king^ 
he  sent  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  commanding  him 
and  the  citizens  of  London  not  to  lend  or  contribute 
the  said  supplies  to  the  parliament,  under  the  penalty 
of  his  displeasure,  and  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters. 
The  parliament,  in  consequence  of  this,  made  a  de- 
claration, justifying  their  demands,  and  promising 
protection  and  se<;urity  to  those  who  should  con- 
tribute to  their  assistance.  And,  as  an  example  of 
their  power  and  authority,  they  committed  Sir 
Richard  Gurney,  lord  m^yor,  to  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, for  causing  his  majesty's  commission  of  array  to 
be  proclaimed  in  divers  parts  of  the  city ;  and  pre* 
ferred  several  articles  of  impeachment  against  him, 
for  which  he  was,  by  the  sentence  of  the  peers,  not 
only  divested  of  the  office  of  mayor,  but  likewise 
rendered,  forever,  incapableofbearingany  office  6r  re- 
ceiving further  honour;  and  also  to  remain  a  prisoner 
in  the  Tower  of  London  during  the  pleasure  of  par- 
Kament. 

The  king,   havings  collected  a  force  which  was 
considered  sufficient  to  restore  him  to  his  authority^ 

advanced 
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advanced  from  York,  where  he  had  taken  refuge, 
towards  London. 

Intimation  being  given  of  the  king's  approach, 
the  parliament  ordered  the  London  trained-bands  to 
be  in  readiness,  and  all  the  passages  and  avenues 
leading  to  the  city  to  be  fortified  with  posts,  chains, 
and  courts  of  guard.  The, citizens,  on  this  occasion, 
were  so  alarmed,  that  a  great  number  of  all  ranks, 
ages,  and  sexes,  applied  so  diligently  to  work  in 
digging  and  carrying  of  earth,  that  their  fortifications  • 
were  soon  accomplished. 

After  the  battle  of  Edge-hill,  which  was  fought  on 
the  23d  of  October,  the  parliament  fearing  the  bad 
consequences  which  might  arise  from  a  belief  that 
an  advantage  had  been  gained  over  their  forces  by 
the  royalists,  sent  the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Hol- 
land, and  the  Lords  Warton  and  Say,  to  give  the 
lord  mayor  and  citizens  the  most  favourable  repre- 
sentation of  the  action,  and  to  animate  them  to  a 
vigorous  support^  oif  the  parliamentary  forces.  The 
deputies  accordingly  went  to  Guildhall,  where  they 
exerted  themselves  strenuously  in  persuading  the 
citizens  to  arm  themselves  and  tjieir  apprentices  in 
defence  of  the  conmion  cause. 

About  this  time  an  order  was  made  for  shutting 
up  all  the  shops  in  London,  that  the  shop-keepers 
and  apprentices  might  be  at  greater  freedom  to  at- 
tend to  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  And,  in. order 
to  increase  their  forces,  an  ordinance  was  published, 
for  the  encouragement  of  apprentices  to  enlist;  in 
which  they  were  promised  security  against  the  for- 
feiture of  indentures,  bonds,  or  franchisements ;  and 
that,  when  the  public  service  was  ended,  their 
masters  should  be  compelled  to  receive  them  with- 
out punishment  or  prejudice.  The  masters  were 
also  promised  satisfaction  for  whatever  losses  they 
might  sustain  by  the  absence  of  such  apprentices. 

The 
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The  common-council,  about  this  time,  passed  an 
act  for  the  better  defence  of  the  city,  by  fortifying  it 
with  out-works  at  certain  places.  It  was  also  enact- 
ed, that  all  the  passages  and  ways  leading  to  the 
city  should  be  shut  up,  excepting  those  entering  at 
Charing-cross,  St  Giles's  in  the  Fields,  St.  JohnV 
street,  Sboreditcb,  and  Whitechapel ;  and  that  the 
exterior  ends  of  the  said  streets  should  be  fortified 
with  breast-works,  musket  proof;  that  all  the  sheds 
and  buildings  contiguous  to  London-wall  without^ 
be  taken  down ;  and  that  the  city-wall,  with  its 
bulwarks,  be  not  only  repaixed  and  mounted  with 
artillery,  but  likewise  that  divers  new  wcMrks  be 
added  to  the  same  at  places  most  exposed  to  danger. 

This  work  was  immediately  begun,  and  prosecuted 
with  such  dispatch,  that  a  rampart,  or  wall,  with 
bastions,  redoubts,  8tc.  was  in  a  i^ort  time  erected 
round  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and 
the  borough  of  Soutiiwark :  and,  in  order  to  defray 
the  expense  attending  it,  the  commcxi-council  im-* 
posed  ei^lit  iifteentli^  on  the  several  wards  of  the 
city,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  parliament 

The  royal  army  continued  to  advance,  and  had 
reached  Colnbrook,  when  intelligence  was  given  to 
the  king,  that  Essex,  the  parliament's .  general,  was 
fortifying  Brentford;  whereupon,  a  council  being 
called,  it  was  determined  to  attack  him  before  his 
works  were  completed.  This  service  was  executed 
with  great  alacrity  and  judgment,  by  Prince  Rupert, 
whose  measures  were  so  well  concerted,  that  not  a 
man  of  the  parliament's  forces  in  Brentford  escaped: 
the  whole  were  either  killed,  drowned,  or  taken 
prisoners. 

Essex  now  drew  up  his  main  body,  at  Tumham 
Gteen,  to  prevent  the  further  advance  of  the  royal 
forced  to  the  capital,  where  he  was  joined  by  the 

VOL.  II.  K  trained-bands^ 
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trained-bands  from  the  city,  which  increased  his 
army  so  much,  that  Charles  thought  it  prudent  to 
retire  over  Kingston-bridge  to  Oatlands,  from  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Reading  and  Oxford. 

At  this  time  the  parliament  passed  an  order  for  a 
general  assessment  throughout  the  kingdom,  which 
in  London,  exclusive  of  Westminster  and  the  sub- 
urbs, amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  weekly :  yet,  such  was  the  spirit  of  the  citi- 
zens in  opposition  to  the  king,  that  no  difficulty  was 
found  in  raising  it. 

A  plan  was  now  concerted  by  Sir  Nicholas  Crispe 
and  the  royalists  within  the  city  for  seizing  the 
Tower  and  admitting^  the  king^s  troops :  for  which 
purpose  they  obtained  a  commission  from  the  king, 
constituting  them  a  council  of  war  for  the  cities  of 
London  and  Westminster,  South wark,  and  the 
county  of  Middlesex  ;  but  the  sbheme  was  discover- 
ed by  a  servant  belonging  to. one  of  the  association; 
and  two  of  the  principals  in  it  were  hung  before 
their  own  doors,  one  in  Holborn  and  the  other  in 
Conihill ;  several  others  died  in  prison,  and  the 
estates  of  all  were  confiscated, ;  Waller,  the  poet, 
was  concerned  in  this  plot :  he  was  condemned  to 
death,  but  obtained  a  reprieve,  and  at  length  procur- 
ed a  pardon  on  payment  of  a  fine  of  ten  thousand 
pounds. 

His  majesty  finding  the  Londoners  were  more 
strongly  attached  to  the  pariiament,  and  that  his  ob- 
taining their  firieridship  was  impracticable,  issued  a 
proclamation,  forbidding  all  commerce  with  London. 
On  which  the  common-council,  thie  day  following 
the  date  of  the  said  proclamation,  made  an  act  for 
raising  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  by  way  of 
loan,  on  the  security  of  the  -city  seaU  to  be  employed 
in  defence  of  the  city ;  and  lat  the  same  time  passed 
gn  order  to  move  the  parliament  for  an  ordinance,  to 

.    compel 
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compel  all  monied  men,  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
to  advance  money  on  this  occasion,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  abilities. 

A  rumour  prevailing  at  this  time  aniong  the  citi- 
zens, that  the  parliament  were  diposed  to  accommo* 
date  matters  with  the  king,  the  lord  mayor  summon- 
ed a  common-council,  who  presented  a  petition  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  strongest  terms,  against 
a  reconciUation.  When  his  lordship  presented  the 
above  petition,  he  was  attended  by  such  a  prodi- 
gious concounSe  of  citizens,  that  many  of  the  mem- 
bers withdrew  from  the  house  through  fear ;  and 
those  who  continued  and  received  the  petition,  re- 
quested his  lordship  to  prevent  such  riotous  proceed- 
ings for  the  ftilure.  The  petition  was  approved  of, 
and  the  propositions  of  peace  with  the  king  were 
rejected. 

This  was  soon  after  followed  by  another  petition, 
intituled,  *'  The  humble  petition  of  many  civilly-dis- 
posed women,  inhabiting  in  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  the  suburbs  and  parts  adjacent.'*  It 
was  carried  up  on  the  9th  of  August,  by  some 
thousands  of  the  meaner  sort  of  women,  with  white 
ribbons  in  their  hats.  The  purport  of  their  petition 
was,  "  That  God's  glory,'  in  the  true  reformed  re- 
ligion, might  be  preserved,  the  just  prerogatives  of 
king  and  parliament  maintained,  the  true  liberties 
and  properties  of  the  subject,  according  to  the 
known  laws  of  the  land,  restored,  and  all  honourable 
ways  and  nieans  for  a  speedy  peace  endeavoured.'^ 
The  commons,  after  reading  their  petition,  returned 
them  for  answer,  that  they  were  no  enemies  to  peace, 
and  that  they  hoped,  in  a  short  time,  to  answer  the 
ends  of  their  petition.  But  this  not  satisfying  thdm, 
they  continued  about  the  house,  and,  belbr^  noon, 
increased  to  upwards  of  five  thousand ;  among 
whom  were  several  men  dressed  in  women's  clothes. 

They 
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They  crowded  about  the  house,  calliug  out,  "  Peace  i 
peace  !^  and  demanding  the  traitors  who  were  averse 
to  it;  particularly,  ''  that  dog,  Pym/*  At  lengthy 
these  dviiiy-disposed  women  oecame  so  outrageous, 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  oppose  them  by  force. 
A  party  of  the  trained-bands  were  therefore  sent  for; 
but;  instead  of  being  intimidated  at  their  appearance, 
the  mob  assailed  them  with  such  fury,  that  they 
ware  forced  to  fire  in  their  own  defence;  when  se- 
veral being  killed,  and  others  wounded,  the -rest 
thought  it  prudent  to  withdraw. 

Gloucester  being  closely  besieged  by  the  king^  the 
relief  of  that  city  was  now  the  object  of  immediate 
consideration*  The  common-council  ordered  the 
city  compajiies '  to  advance  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  more;  for  which  they  were  to  be  secured  by 
a  joint-bond  from  the '  lord  mayor  and  aldermen* 
The  parliament  issued  an  ordinance,  commanding 
all  shops,  uRthin  th^  line  of  communication,  to  foe 
diut,  until  the  siege  of  Gloucester  should  be  raised. 
The  committee  of  the  trained-bands  sent  out  six 
raiments,  cme  of  horse,  two  of  trained-bands,  an4 
three  of  auxiliaries ;  who,  joining  -the  main  army* 
under  the  fiarl  of  Essex,  marched  with  all  expedi* 
tion  to  the  neighbourfaoocT  of  Gloucester.  On  their 
arrival  near  the  city,  the  royalists  were  so  intimi- 
dated, that  the  king  raised  the  siege  with  great  pte^ 
cipitation. 

The  relief  of  Gloucester  was  followed  by  a  very 
severe  battle,  fought  at  Newbury,  in  which  the  city 
trained-bands  behaved  with  such  bravery  and  resolu* 
tion,  as  to  be  the  principal  means  of  not  only  pre- 
serving the  army  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  but,  also, 
contributing  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  pariiament 
in  their  future  proceedings ;  for  it  disabled  the  king 
from  making  ai^  fiurdier  attempts  to  reduce  Loudon 
to  his  obedi^ce,  and  ruined  lus  interest  among  those 

dubious 
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dubious  persons,  who  waited  to  declare  for  the 
stfongest  pwty/  The  battle  <rf  Newbury  was  the 
jkmgest  asd  mostdeiiperate  of  any^during  the  course 
^  &i$  unnatural  war ;  fot  it  began  about  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  till  seven  at  nighty 
vi(ith  the  greatest  obstinacy  on  both  Kidesi. 

.  The  parliament  having  subacribed  a  solemn  league 
and  (xxvenant,  made  at  Edinbuigh,  passed  an  ordi<- 
nance,  on  the  17th  of  September,  that  noiie  should 
act  iinder  their  authority,  who  had  not  received  it; 
in  consequence  of  which,  no  one  wa^  permitted  to 
etect,  or  be  elected,  a  commOn'>council*maR,  until 
be  &ad  c<mfonned  to. this  test  of  re%ioiis  principles. 

In  October,  an  act  of  common-council  was  passed, 
by  which  one  thousand  and  ninety-sev^n  watchmen 
weDe  ordered  to  be  pupvided,  and  paid  by  the  several 
wards  and  precincts^  for  the  better  security  of  the 
<5ity  by  night.  ;*'  v 

JbiTotwimatandmg  hiis  aiuyea^  had^  by  prpclamap 
tion;  prohibited  all  manner  <^  trade  and  intercourse 
with.tjbecity  of  Lcmdbn,  yet  niatt^^  had  been  so  cour 
certed  to  bring  about  ^  treaty  of  reconciliation^  by 
som^  who  w&e  advoe^tes  for  the  royal  cause,  that  hi^ 
majesty,  on  the  Sfith  of  December,  wrote  a  letter  for 
th»t  puipQse,  directed  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermea, 
andaU  other  well-affected  subjects  of  the  city;  wbicfci 
luB  im^esty  desired  might  be  read  in  a  common-ihall, 
to  .he  called  on  the  occajsion.  This  business,  how- 
ever, being  discovered  to  the  parliament,  Sir  Basil 
Brook,  and  two  others,  who  were  the  principal  pro- 
jectors of  the!  negotiation,  were;  taken  into  custody, 
together  with  the  king's  letter;  arid  a  committee  of 
eight,  lords  and  sixteen  commoners  were  deputed  to 
lay  thia  under-hand  transaption  before  a  common 
hall.  The  Earl  of  Northumberland,  who  was  one  of 
die  lordb  deputed,  spokfe  at. the  hall  so  strongly 
ag^ainst  a  design,  which  he  represented  as  a  popish 

scheme 
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scheme  to  disunite  the  parliament  and  the  city,  that 
new  assurances  were  reciprocally  given,  of  abiding 
by  each  other ;  and  the  members  of  both  houses 
were  invited  to  dine  with  the  corporation,  at  Mer- 
chant-Taylor's-halJ. 

The  wants  of  the  parliament  were  exceedingly 
pressing,  and  they  were  consequently  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  new  expedients  to  raise  money. 
Accordingly,  in  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  they  laid 
a  tax  on  beer  and  ale,  in  all  the  counties  within  the 
limits  of  their  power ;  calling  it  by  the  new  name^ 
Excise.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  excise  duties, 
which  afterwards  met  with  so  much  opposition  from 
th^  people. 

In  thebeginningof  1644,  thecity  sent  two  regiments 
of  auxiliaries,  to  join  the  parliament  army  under  Sr 
William  Waller,  who  gained  a  victory  over  the  royal 
forces,  shortly  after.  In  the  battle,  the  troops  be- 
longing to  the  city  behaved  with  the  greatest  cou- 
rage and  intrepidity;  and  the  victory  was  considered 
of  such  importance,  that  a  public  thanksgiving  was 
ordered  tp  be  observed,  on  the  9th  of  April,  through- 
out London,  and  the  bills  of  mortality. 

On  the  I6th  of  May,  the  lord  mayor^  aldermen, 
and  common-council,  presented  an  address  or  peti- 
tion to  the  parliament,  thanking  them  for  the  great 
care  they  had  taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  exhorting  them  to  perseverance.  They 
particularly  thanked  them,  for  their  especial  care  of 
the  Tower  of  London,  and  Castle  of  Windsor ;  but 
expressed  some  dissatisfaction,  at  the  discontinuance 
of  the  committee  of  parliament,  at  the  want  of  exe- 
cution upon  delinquents,  the  not  putting  Tilbury 
Fort  into  safe  hands,  and  at  the  endeavours  of  divers 
members  of  parliament,  to  gain  re-admittance,. aftet 
having  betrayed  their  trust,  by  bearing  arms  against 
the  parliament. 

The 
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The  commons  returned  a  full  and  satisfactory  an- 
swer to  all  these  points,  and  concluded  with  declar- 
ing, that  they  would,  in  a  most  particular  manner, 
be  mindful  of  the  merit  of  the  city,  which,  upon  all 
occasions,  they  should  acknowledge,  and  would  en- 
deavour to  requite. 

The  trade  of  the  city,  westward,  by  water,  being 
greatly  obstructed  by  the  garrisons  of  Greenland  and 
Basing-houses,  situated  near  the  river  Thames,  the 
city  sent  out  two  brigades  of  horse  and  foot,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Brown,  who  attacked,  and 
obliged  them  to  retire ;  by  which  means,  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  was  soon  restored.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Marquis  of  Newcastle,  who  had  got  pos- 
session of  the  coal-trade,  in  the  river  Tyne,  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  coals  to  London.  To  remove  the 
inconveniences  arising  from  the  want  of  this  article, 
the  parliament  issued  an  ordinance  for  supplying  the 
city  with  turf  and  peat,  with  power  to  the  lord 
mayor  to  nominate  and  appoint  persons  to  enter 
into,  and  dig  any  quantity  of  turf  and  peat,  in  and 
upon  any  grounds,  except  orchards,  gardens,  and 
walks. 

.  The  decisive  battle  of  Navesby,  in  which  the  king  _ 
was  so  effectually  defeated,  that  it  produced  the 
irretrievable  ruin  of  his  afl&irs  in  all  quarters,  was 
fought  on  the  14th  of  June,  1645;  and  on  the  19th, 
both  houses  of  parliament  attended  a  thanksgiving 
sermon,  at  Christ^s-church,  Newgate-street ;  after" 
which  they  were  elegantly  entertained  by  the  citi- 
zens at  Gh-ocer's-hall.  A  short  time  after,  a  commit- 
tee was  sent  from  the  parliament,  to  solicit  a  loan 
from  the  city,  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  to  enable 
them  to  pay  arrears  due  to  the  Scotch  army.  The 
corporation  complied  so  readily  with  this  request, 
that  they  received  the  thanks  of  both  houses  on  the 

Mcasiou. 
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The  defeat  and  dispemion  of  the  king's  troops 
occasioned  great  numbere  of  the  royalists  to  retire  to 
London ;  ivhich  produced  a  report,  that  the  king  in- 
tended coming  privately  to  the  city.  The  parliament 
were  so  alarmed  at  this  report,  that  they  issued  an 
ordinance,  empowering  the  city  trained-bands  to 
search  for  delinquents,  and  expel  them  from  all 
places  within  the  bills  of  mortality.  This  was  fol- 
lowed  by  three  other  ordinances:  ^he  first,  em* 
powering  the  city  militia  to  secure  the  king's  per« 
son ;  the  second,  commanding  all  papists,  and  those 
who  had  borne  arms  against  the  parliament,  to  depart 
out  of  the  lines  of  communication,  round  London 
and  Westminster,  on  pain  of  being  treated  as  spies ; 
and  the  third,  declaring,  that  whoever  should  har- 
bour or  conceal  the  person  of  the  king,  should  be 
proceeded  against  as  a  traitor  to  the  government  of 
England. 

This  report,  however,  soon  appeared  to  be  erro- 
neous :  for  the  king,  instead  of  coming  to  London, 
threw  himself  into  the  power  of  the  Scotch  army, 
who  were  then  at  Newcastle ;  from  whence  his  ma- 
jesty wrote  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  London,  in  which  he  expressed  his  full  resolu- 
tion of  complying  with  the  parliaments  of  both  king- 
doms, in  every  thing  that  might  be  concerted  by 
them,  for  settling  truth  and  peace.  This  letter,  how« 
ever,  was  so  &x  from  producing  the  wished-for 
consequences,  that  peace  was  £cirther  distant  than 
ever. 

While  the  turbulent  minds  of  the  multitude 
found  an  object  to  employ  them  in  thel  person  of  the 
king  and  his  cause,  the  city  was  but  little  disturbed 
by  internal  dissensions,  but  when,  by  his  defeat  and 
flight,  this  object  was  removed,  the  most  violent 
divisions  arose  among  themselves.  The  two  lead- 
ing parties  in  these  feuds,  which  sprung  <3hie£hf 
4  from 
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from  a  difference  m  religious  opinions,  were  the 
Presbyterians  and  Independents :  each  party  found 
supporters  in  the  houses  of  parliament,  and  the  pro* 
ceedingsonboth  sides  were  marked  with  that  acrimony 
which  is  the  least  accordant  with  the  true  spirit  of 
religion,  but^  in  the  end^  the  Independents  prevailed* 

These  disagreements  did  not  however  prevent  the 
citizens  from  continuing  to  co-operate  in  their  com- 
mon cause.  In  1 646,  they  advanced  the  parliament 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  at  eight  per  cent  on 
the  security  of  the  excise  and  the  bishops'  lands,  to 
enable  them  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Scotch 
army ;  and,  on  a  second  demand  of  the  same  sum 
for  the  service  of  England  and  Ireland,  they  were 
again  prevailed  upon  to  lend  it. 

Fairfax  and  Cromwell,  having  seized  the  king 
from  the  parliamentary  commissioners,  and  the 
mutinous  army  advancing  towards  London,  the  most 
serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the 
safety  of  the  city.  In  consequence  of  which  a  peti^ 
tion  was  presented  to  the  parliament,  in  March, 
1647»  praying  for  the  disbanding  of  the  army,  and 
permission  to  chuse  their  own  committee  of  militia* 
In  June  they  presented  another  petition  for  peace, 
and  containing  assurances  of  their  iuU  determination 
to  adhere  to  the  parliament,  with  which  the  army 
was  now  at  variance. 

About  the  same  time  a  letter  signed  by  Fairfax, 
Cromwell,  and  others,  was^sent  to  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common-council ;  in  which  they 
desire  the  settlement  of  the  kingdom  before  the 
army  is  disbanded,  insisting  that  being  soldiers  did 
not  deprive  them  of  their  interest,  as  Englishmen,  in 
the  cause  for  which  they  had  taken  up  anhs^  and 
concluding  with  a  menace  if  the  city  should  attempt 
to  oppose  them  by  force. 

.  .  VOL.   II.  L  In 
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In  consequence  of  this,  both  houses  immediately 
dispatched  letters  to  the  general,  desiring  that  the 
army  might  not  advance  within  twenty-five  miles 
of  the  city :  but  the  next  day  intelligence  arrived  of 
its  nearer  approach,  and  that  the  horse  would  cer- 
tainly be  at  L6ndon  the  day  following  by  noon:  on 
which  strong  guards  were  immediately  placed  roqnd 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  borough  of 
Southwark,  and  places  adjacent. 

In  the  mean  time^  the  city,  with  the  approbation 
of  parliament,  returned  an  answer  to  the  above  letter 
by  the  hands  of  four  aldermen  and  eight  com- 
moners, who  were  empowered  to  treat  with  the 
general  about  a  right  understanding  and  &ir  cor- 
respondence between  the  city  and  army.  In  which 
they  requested  the  army  not  to  come  within  thirty 
miles  of  the  metropolis,  to  prevent  the  increase  of 
the  price  of  victuals,  and  discontented  people  raising 
tumults.  That  they  detested  the  very  thoughts  of 
engaging  the  kingdom  in  a  new  war ;  but  neverthe* 
less  had  put  themselves  into  a  posture  of  defence 
against  all  events  ;  and  that  they  had  already  recom- 
mended their  case  to  the  parliament. 

The  citizensnow  entered  into  afrieadly  correspond- 
ence with  the  army,  and  became  the  mediators 
between  them  and  the  parliament.  The  army  re- 
quired that  no  forces  should  be  raised  in  the  city,  to 
which  the  citizens  agreed,  and  promised  to  move  the 
parliament  for  their  better  payment  that  they  might 
be  removed  to  a  greater  distance. 

The  cordiality  between  the  army  and  the  citizens 
Was  now  so  great,  that  the  latter  presented  a  petition 
to  the  parliament,  complaining  of  bad  management, 
and  prescribing  rules  for  their  better  conduct  in 
&ture ;  and  so  greatly  had  the  consequence  of  the 
parliament  declined,  that  the  petitioners  received 

the 
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the  thanks  of  both  houses,  for  their  affection  to  the 
parliament. 

Whijk  things  were  in  this  unsettled  state,  an  en- 
gagement ^^  entered  into,  Uy  the  presbyterian. 
party,  in  ^e  city,  to  defend  the  person  and  authority 
of  the  king^  the  privileges  of  parUament,  and  the  li« 
berty  of  the  subject;  in  consequence  of  which,  Fair- 
fax wrote  to  the  parHament,  desiring  them  to  sup- 
press such  combinations,  with  which  mandate  they 
were  forced  to  comply,  and  declared,  that  all  who 
should  subscribe  it  in  future  would  be  deemed 
guilty  of  high  treason.  But  this  was  so  far  from 
having  the  desired  effect,  that  the  presbyterians  be- 
came only  more  outn^eous ;  and,  in  consequence  of 
two  petitions  to  the  \(xsd  mayor  and  common-coun- 
cil, the  corporation  petitioned  the  parliament  for  re- 
establishing the  militia ;  w^ich  was  followed  by  ano- 
ther, from  the  young  men  and  apprentices  of  the  city, 
to  the  same  effect.  When  these  latter  went  with  their 
petition,  they  were  so  outrageous,  that  they  pressed 
into  the  House  of  Commons  with  their  hats  on,  and, 
keeping  open  the  doors;  tumultuously  called  out, 
*'  Vote,  vote !  agree !  dispatch !  we'll  wait  no  longer  !*' 
exclaiming,  incessantly,  to  have  those  members  whq 
opposed  their  will,  delivered  up  to  them.  In  this 
manner  they  continued  for  some  time,  till  the  house 
appeased  them,  by  promising  that  their  requests 
should  be  complied  with. 

Many  of  the  members  of  the  two  houses  of  par- 
liament, intimidated  by  this  violence,  retired  from 
London,  and  sought  protectioji  from  the  army, 
Fairfax  took  advantage  of  this  circumstance,  to  ad- 
vance towards  London,  under  pretence  of  restoring 
the  members  to  their  seats.  In  this  conjuncture,  the 
want  of  unanimity  was  severely  felt:  at  one  time,  it 
was  determined  to  defend  the  city  against  him,  and, 
in  the  next  moment,  it  was  proposed  to  enter  intQ 

term* 
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terms  with  him.  In  the  mean  time,  Fairfax  con- 
tinued his  march,  and,  on  his  arrival,  the  citizens 
withdrew  their  militia,  and  delivered  up  their  fortifi- 
cations, without  resistance:  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  met  the  general  at  Hyde-park,  and  con- 
gratulated him  on  his  arrival;  and  he  was  saluted  in 
the  same  manner  by  the  common-council,  who 
waited  for  him  at  Charing-cross.  Thus  the  army 
became  masters  both  of  the  city  and  of  parliament. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  army,  a  loan  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds  was  demanded  from  the  city,  for 
their  service ;  which  not  being  complied  with,  the 
parliament  passed  a  vote  for  demolishing  the  fortifi- 
cations round  London,  Westminster,  and  Southwark. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  with  a  divided  capital,  an 
insolent  army,  and  an  imprisoned  sovereign,  it  cannot 
be  matter  of  surprise,  that  confusion  and  licentious- 
ness should  characterize  the  people.  Biots  and 
conspiracies  were  almost  daily  occurrences ;  nor  does 
the  history  of  the  times  offer  any  instances  of  a  more 
agreeable  nature.  At  length,  the  predominance  of 
the  army  bore  down  all  opposition:  the  measures 
which  were  in  agitation  between  the  parlianielit  and 
the  city,  to  restore  tranquillity,  and  reinstate  the 
king,  were  frustrated  by  the  armyv  who  took  posses- 
sion of  London  and  Westminster,  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, 1 648,  demanded  forty  thousand  pounds  of 
the  citizens,  and,  when  that  sum  was  not  procured 
so  speedily  as  they  expected,  the  general  sent  two 
regiments  of  foot  to  take  up  their  quarters  in  the 
city,  and  to  secure  the  treasures  in  Gk>ldsmith's,  Wea-» 
ver's,  and  Haberdasher's-halls ;  fh)m  the  latter  of 
which  they  carried  off  twenty  thousand  pounds. 

The  anti-monarchical  factioti,  having  thus  got  the 
command  of  the  parliament  and  the  city,  pulled  off 
the  mask.  Every  meinber  of  parliament,  who  was 
PQt  of  their  faettcmt  ws(s  excluded;  and  the  citizens^ 

4  who 
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who  had  been  any  way  concerned  in  the  negotiation 
for  restoring  the  king,  were  declared  incapable  of 
taking  any  part  in  tHe  election  of  mayor,  aldermeny 
or  common*counciUinen. 

Nothing  now  remained  to  terminate  this  eventful 
scene,  but  the  murder  of  the  king.  Afte):  a  mock- 
trial,  before  an  illegal  tribunal,  he  was  sehteticed  to 
suffer  death,  as  a  tyrant,  traitor,  murderer,  and  public 
enemy.  Three  days  only  were  allowed  between  the 
passing  and  execution  of  the  sentence ;  and,  oa  the 
30th  of  January,  1649>  Charles  perished  on  the 
6C9flK>Id« 
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CHAP.  XXXIIL 

The  House  of  Commons  usurp  the  supreme  Potverr^-The 
Citizens  and  Parliament  on  good  Terms  •'-^Cromwell  dis* 
misses  the  Parliament,  ana  is  appomted^  Protestor. ""'-' 
Hackney  Coaches  regulated.-'^Death  of  Cromwelh^^^ 
Biot. — The  City  put  in  a  Poshire  of  Defence. — Renion^ 
strancefrom  the  Common-council. -^General  Monk  takes 
Possession  of  the  City. — The  Rump  Parliament  dissolved, 
^-^Restoration  of  the  King. — Hts  public  Entry. — The 
Irish  Estate  cormrmed  to  the  City.^^^Charter  of  Confirma'' 
iion. — Institution  of  the  Royal  Society. -^Loans.'-^Dread^. 
fill  Plague. — Regulation  of  Carmen. — Coals  provided  for 
supplying  the  Poor. — Fire  of  London.^'^Proclamation 
relative  to  Re-huHding^-^-Court  of  Judicature  to  settle 
Differences  between  Landlords  and  Tenants^ — Act  of 
Parliament  to  regulate  new  Buildings. — Orders  of  Com^ 
mon^council  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  Pires.^^^ 
Provision  for  the  Clergy. — The  King  accepts  the  Freedom 
of  the  City. '^'Negligence  in  choosing  Common^council' 
men. — Attempt  to  bum  the  City. — Sham  flot. — Solem'* 
nity  of  burning  the  Pope. 

The  death  of  the  king  was  followed  by  the  disso- 
lution of  monarchical  government.  The  House  of 
Commons  usurped  the  supreme  power,  voted  the 
kingly  office  to  be  burthensome  and  unnecessary,  and 
the  House  of  Peers  dangerous  and  useless;  and,  to 
prevent  the  meeting  of  the  lords,  they  set  a  guard  at 
the  ddor  of  that  house. 

This  was  foilo>yed  by  an  act  for  tjie  e;xhaBredation 
of  the  royal  line,  and  the  abolition  of  monarchy;  im- 
mediately after  the  passing  of  which  act,  an  order  ^ 
was  sent  to  the  lord  mayor  for  proclaiming  it  pub- 
licly in  the  city ;  but  his  lordship,  refusing  obedience, 
was  ordered  to  attend  the  house,  where,  in  excuse 
for  his  refusal,  he  pleaded,  that,  having  taken  an  oath 
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of  allegiance,  he  could  not,  in  conscience,  proclaim 
the  abolition  of  the  kingly  office;  and  also  stated,  that 
it  was  not  his  duty  to  make  the  procfemation,  but 
the  sheriffs.  The  house,  however,  was  so  little  sa- 
tisfied, with  his  reasons,  that  they  fined  him  two 
thousand  pounds,  committed  him  to  the  Tower,  and 
degraded  him  from  the  mayoralty. 

Cromwell,  having  been  appointed  to  the  lieute- 
nancy of  Ireland,  the  parliament  chose  a  committee 
to  treat  with  the  citizens  of  London  for  a  loan  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  for  the 
charges  of  his  expenditure ;  which  sum  the  citizens 
advanced. 

The  parHament  and  citizens  being  once  more  on 
good  terms,  the  former  gave  Richmond-park  to  the 
citizens,  arid,  at  the  same  time,  gave  them  several 
houses,  and  a  thousand  pounds  in  money,  for  the  use 
of  the  poor.     In  return  for  these  favours,  the  lord 
mayor  and  comnion-council  presented  an  address  of 
thanks,  in  which  they  declared  their  firm  resolution 
to  support  t|ie  parliament  in  all  emergencies.     But  a 
very  short  lime  shewed  that  promises  were  of  little 
avail  in  opposition  to  power.     In  165,J,  Cromwell, 
having  returned  victorious  from  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
deprived  the  parliament  of  all  authority,  by  turning 
them  out  of  the  house,  himself  quitting  it  last,  and 
ordering  the  doors  to  be  locked.     It  is  true,  that  the 
citizens  petitioned  him,  that  the  parlilament  might  be 
restored,  and  the  old  members  reinstated ;  but,  no 
sooner  had  he  appointed  a  few  of  his  own  creaturess 
to  take  the  government  upon  themselves,  with  power 
to  assume  the  name  of  Parliament,  than  theyacknow-  ' 
leged  their  authority,  and  submitted  quietly  to  the 
new  order  of  things. 

Shortly  after  this,  Cromwell  was  appointed  Pro- 
tector, and  installed  at  Westminster,  with  great  so- 
lemnity»    The  ceremony  was  attended  by  the  lord 
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mayor,  al^lermen,  and  recorder,  in  their  scarlet 
gowns ;  the  mayor  carrying  the  city  sword  before 
him.  A  few  days  after  his  installation,  he  was  enter^ 
tained  by  the  corporation  at  Grocers'-hall,  with  all 
the  foraialities  usual  'at  the  reception  of  a  crowned 
head ;  for  which  mark  of  respect  he  returned  thgnks 
to  the  citizens,  and  knighted  the  lord  mayor. 

In  the  year  1654,  Cromwell,  in  order  to  render 
himself  and  his  government  popular,  pretending  to 
discover  a  conspiracy  against  his  life,  seemed  to 
place  great  confidence  in  the  citizens,  whom  he 
granted  the  power  of  the  militia,  and  to  raise  forces 
under  the  command  of  their  favourite  leader.  Major- 
general  Skippon;  remitted  them  some  impositions 
and  taxes,  and  permitted  the  citizens  to  revive  the 
artillery  company,  on  promise,  that  only  those  who 
were  well  affected  tp  his  highness,  should  be  admit* 
ted  into  that  company. 

The  following  year,  an  ordinancie  was  passed  by 
the  protector,  to  limit  the  number  of  hackney-^ 
coaches  to  two  hundred,  and  to  place  them  under 
the  care  and  government  of  the  lord  mayw  and  court 
of  aldermen.  He  also  gave  them  a  licence  to  im^ 
port  four  thousand  chaldrons  of  coals,  annually,  for 
the  use  of  the  poor,  duty  free. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  1 658,  death  deprived  the 
protector  of  his  usurped  dominion ;  in  consequence 
of  which  his.  eldest  son,  Richard,  was  proclaimed,  in 
the  city,  as  his  successor,  by  the  privy  council, 
attended  by  the  lord  mayor. 

Richard  Cromwell  was  by  no  means  qualified  to 
support  the  power  gained  by  the  aspiring  talents  of 
his  fathejT,  and  became,  in  a  short  titoe,  univemally 
disliked.  The  citizens,  however,  continued  their 
attachment  to  the  protectorship,  untit,  worn  out  with 
the  incessant  fluctuations  in  the  mode  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  renewed  dissensions  between  the  par-, 
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iiament  and  the  army,  they  wisely  refused  to  take 
part  with  either^  when  they  found  a  rupture  was  un- 
avoidable. 

But  this  prudence  could  not  be  expected  to  be 
general :  a  considerable  number  of  the  apprentices 
assembled,  and,  being  joined  by  many  royalists,  de- 
manded a  free  parliament.  In  consequence  of  this 
commotion^  Colonel  Hewson  marched  into  the  city 
with  a  regiment  of  foot;  and,  being  insulted  by  the 
apprentices,  he  ordered  his  men  to  fire>  when  seve- 
ral of  the  rioters  were  killed.  This  circumstance  so 
inflamed  the  citizens,  that  the  disaffection  became 
general ;  and  the  court  of  common-council  having 
appointed  a  committee  to  give  their  opinion  on  this 
critical  juncture,  they  voted, 

"  That  they  conceived  the  city  of  London  in  im- 
minent and  extraordinary  danger;  that  they  judged 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  city  forthwith  into  a 
posture  of  defence » that  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
mon-council, should  forthwith  settle  six  regiments  of 
trained-bands,  with  officers  of  their  own  appoint- 
ment, and  their  commissions  to  be  sealed  in  open 
court,  with  the  common  seal  of  the  city;  and  that 
commissioners  should  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  officers  of  the  army  and  fleet,  in  order  to  the 
safety  of  the  city,  and  the  peace  and  settlement  of 
the  nation.^* 

This  conduct  of  the  citizens  was  supported  by  a 
revolt  of  part  of  the  army  and  fleets  who  also  de- 
clared for  a  free  parliament. 

This  proceeding  was  followed  by  a  remonstrance 
from  the  citizens  to  the  common-council  respecting 
freedom  and  liberty, ,  in  which  they  acknowledged 
the  above  resolutions  to  be  just  and  prudent,  and 
humbly  remonstrated  that  no  poy^er  or  persons 
ought  to  impose  any  law  or  tax  upon  any  citizens, 
with  whose  general  concernment  that  court  was  in- 
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trusted,  until  such  authority  was  derived  from  their 
representatives  in  parliament. 

Great  debates  arose  upon  reading  this  remon- 
strance, and  it  was  proposed  to  put  it  to  the  vote 
whether  they  should  prosecute  those  lawful  means 
which  might  lead  to  the  attainment  of  a  free  parlia* 
ment ;  but  the  lord  mayor  being  averse  to  the  pro- 
position refused  to  put  the  question.  He,  however, 
transmitted  an  account  of  the  proceedings  to  the 
council  of  state,  who  ordered  General  Monk  to 
m^ch  with  his  army  into  the  city  and  to  reduce  it 
to  obedience.  Accordingly,  several  regiments^  both 
of  horse  and  foot,  were  posted  at  the  city  gates  and 
in  the  streets,  and  two  aldermen  and  eight  common- 
council-men,  who  had  exerted  themselves  in  favour 
of  a  free  parliament,  were  taken  into  custody.  Monk 
then  proceeded  to  destroy  the  gates,  but  finding  that 
the  parliament  had  come  to  resolutions,  which,  by 
joining  others  with  him  in  the  command  of  the 
army,  threatened  his  destruction ;  he  consulted  his 
officers,  and  being  assured  of  their  friendsliip  and 
assistance,  resolved  to  maintain  his.  supreme  com- 
mand, and  recover  the  lost  affections  of  the  citizens. 

To  accomplish  this  last  purpose,  he  next  morning 
drew  up  his  army  in  Finsbury  Fields,  from  whence 
he  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the  lord  mayor,  de-; 
daring  his  sorrow  for  what  he  had  done  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  city,  and  earnestly  requesting  a  con- 
ference with  the  lord  mayor  and  common-council. 

In  consequence  of  this  request,  a  court  of  com- 
mon-council was  summoned,  at  which  the  general 
attended,  and  expressed  his  concern  at  having  ex- 
ecuted a  command  which  gave  the  citizens  so  much 
uneasiness,  urging  that  he  was  obliged  to  obey  it  or 
give  up  his  commission,  which  would  have  prevent- 
ed his  intentions  for  the  good  of  the  city  and  king- 
dom, whose  happiness  and  prosperity  no  man  had 

more 
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more  at  heart  than  himself.  He  then  produced  a 
copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  him  to  the  parliament  at  his 
leaving  Whitehall,  in  which  he  upbraided  them  with 
their  unjust  proceedings,  and  commanded  them 
within  a  certain  time  to  issue  out  writs  for  a  new 
parliament,  as  the  only  expedient  to  restore  peace 
and  happiness  to  the  kingdom,  which  both  the  army 
and  nation  expected  from  them. 

The  citizens  were  so  well  pleased  with  this  open 
manifestation  of  the  general's  sentiments,  that  they 
determined  to  join  him ;  and  both  parties  mutually 
agreed,  at  all  events,  to  stand  by  each  other.  This 
new  alliance  was  no  sooner  made  known,  than  an 
universal  joy  spread  throughout  the  city  ;  and  the 
evening  was  concluded  with  ringing  of  bells,  illumi- 
nations and  bonfires.  The  exultations  of  the  popu- 
lace were  mixed  with  all  the  signs  of  scorn  and  con- 
tempt for  the  Rump  Parliament,  that  their  inventions 
could  .produce  r  and  there  was  hardly  a  bonfire 
where  a  rump  of  some  animal,  or  the  resemblance  of 
one,  was  not  roasted  on  a  gibbet,  to  celebrate,  as  they 
said,  the  funeral  of  the  parliament. 

•  Next  day  General  Monk  returned  to  his  quarters 
at  Whitehall  and'disposed  of  his  army  as  he  thought 
most  convenient.  He  then  restored  the  excluded 
members  to  their  seats  in  the  house  of  commons, 
who  passed  an  ordinance  to  restore  the  common- 
council  to  their  ancient  rights,  to  release  the  impri- 
soned apprentices,  and  to  replace  the  city  posts,  chains, 
gates,  and  portcullises.  In  return,  the  city  chose 
Monk,  major-general  of  their  forces,  and  advanced 
the  parliament  sixty  thousand  poimds. 

The  citizens,  by  the  advice  of  their  general,  dis- 
armed all  who  were  suspected  of  favouring  the 
rump  parliament,  and  kept  a  strong,  guard  for  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  city,  till  the  meeting  of  a  free  ^ 
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84  HISTORY    AND   SURVEY   OF 

parliament,  which  was  now  resolved  upon,  as  well 
as  to  restore  the  monarchy,  the  royal  family  and  the 
church.  The  citizens  contributed  all  in  their  power 
to  accomplish  this  great  and  glorious  work ;  and  took 
every  precaution  to  prevent  riot,  tumult,  or  opposition 
of  any  kind,  within  the  city. 

The  new  parliament  being  assembled,  and  all 
things  ripe  for  the  restoration,  Charles  sent  letters  to 
them  andxto  General  Monk.  The  parliament  im- 
mediately appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an 
answer,  which  was  forwarded  the  next  day,  inviting 
him  to  return  and  take  possession  of  his  crown  and 
dominions.  With  the  letters  to  the  parliament  the 
king  sent  one  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
mon-council of  the  city,  expressive  of  his  satisfaction 
with  their  conduct  and  good  intention  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  his  restoration,  and  promising  to  manifest 
his  particular  regard  for  their  city,  not  only  by  renew- 
ing their  charter,  and  confirming  all  their  ancient 
privileges,  but  also  by  adding  to  thera,  and  granting 
any  new  favours  which  may  advance  Jhe  trade, 
wealth,  and  honour,  of  his  native  city. 

The  citizens  were  so  elated  on  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  that  they  presented  the  messengers  with  three 
hundred  pounds,  and  deputed  fourteen  of  the  com- 
mon-council to  proceed  immediately  to  Holland, 
with  a  present  often  thousand  pounds  to  his  majesty, 
and  to  assure  him  of  their  fidelity  and  most  cheerful 
submission,  and  that  they  placed  all  their  future 
hopes  of  prosperity  and  happiness  in  the  assurance  of 
his  royal  grace  and  protection,  for  the  deserving  of 
M'hich  their  lives  and  fortunes  should  be  always  at  his 
disposal. 

Four  days  after  this,  the  common-council  made 

an  order,  that  Richmond  Park,  lately  given  to  the 

^city  by  Cromwell, ,  should    be  presented    to  hia 

majesty 
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majesty  on  his  return  to  England,  with  assurances 
that  they  had  kept  it  with  no  other  view  than  to  pre- 
serve'it  for  the  royal  interest. 

The  day  following  his  majesty  was  proclaimed 
king  at  the  usual  places  in  London,  with  the  greatest 
solemnity,  in  the  presence  of  the  lord  mayor,  alder- 
men, recorder,  and  sheriffs,  amidst  the  universal  and 
joyful  acclamations  of  the  citizens. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  city  deputies,  being  arrived 
at  the  Hague,  were  introduced  to  his  majesty,  who, 
in  reply  to  their  message,  told  them,  that  he  ever 
had  a  particular  affection  for  the  city  of  London,  the 
place  of  his  birth;  and  that  he  was  exceedingly 
pleased  to  find  them  so  anxious  for  his  restoration, 
which  he  acknowledged,  not  only  by  returning  them 
thanks,  but  likewise  conferring  on  them  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 

His  majesty  landed  at  Dover,  on  the  26th  of  May^ 
1660;  and,  on  the  29th  he  made  his  public  entry 
into  London,  where  he  was  received  with  every 
testimony  of  joy.  The  streets  were  lined  with  the 
trained«bands,  and  the  city  companies  in  their 
liveries  ;  the  houses  were  adorned  with  the  richest 
silks  and  tapestries;  and  a  vast  concourse  of  specta- 
tors crowded  upon  scaffolds,  and  in  Windows  and 
balconies;  while  the  lower  orders  were  equally  eager 
to  express  their  satisfaction  by  tumultuous  acclama- 
tions and  loud  huzzas.  In  short,  every  thing  was 
conducted  with  the  greatest  appearance  of  unanimity 
and  contentment. 

The  silk  manufacture  of  London  had  increased  so 
much,  that,  the  preamble  of  an  act  of  parliament 
passed  in  1661,  for  regulating  the  trade  of  silk- 
throwing,  states,  that  the  company  of  silk-throwsters 
employ  above  forty   thousand   men,  women,  and 

children. 
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In  the  year  1662,  the  hackney  coaches  having 
created  an  extraordinary  charge  on  the  inhabitants 
of  London  and  Westminster,  by  destroying  the  pave- 
ments, the  parliament  enacted,  that  all  hackney 
coaches,  in  and  about  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  should  annually  pay  towards  the 
charge  of  paving  and  cleansing  the  ways  and  streets 
in  and  about  the  said  cities,  the  sum  of  five  pounds 
each,  and  every  load  of  hay  sixpence,  and  straw 
two-pence.  The  same  act  likewise  provided  for  en- 
larging the  passages  at  Stock 's-market,  from  Fleet- 
conduit  to  St.  Paul's  church,  the  passage  and  gate- 
way out  of  Cheapside  into  St.  Paul's  church-yard, 
the  passage  at  St.  Dunstan's  church,  in  Fleet-street, 
from  Cheapside  into  Bucklersbury,  the  passage  at 
Temple-bar,  and  several  others  in  the  out-parts ;  and 
to  pave  Petty-France  to  St.  James's  house,  St. 
James's-street,  Pall-mall,  and  Hedge-lane. 

The  first  real  mark  of  his  majesty's  favour  towards 
the  City  of  London,  was  his  confirmaticm  of  the  Irish 
estates,  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  to  the  citizens,  of 
which  they  had  been  violently  deprived  by  an  ar- 
bitrary decree  in  the  Star-chamber  during  his  father's 
reign.  By  which  tenure  the  city  of  London,  and 
the  several  companies  concerned  in  it,  enjoy  those 
estates  at  this  time. 

In  the  following  year,  his  majesty,  in  return  for 
the  late  tokens  of  loyalty  shown  by  the  citizens  to 
his  person  and  government,  and  for  their  effectual 
aid  in  restoring  him  to  his  throne ;  granted  them  a 
charter,  in  which,  after  reciting  all  the  charters 
obtained  from  his  predecessors,  he  ratifies  and  con- 
firms them  in  the  most  ample  manner. 

This  year  is  also  distinguished  by  the  institution 

of  the  Royal  Society ;  that  name  being  conferred  by 

the  king  on  a  society  of  learned  men,  in  London,  who 
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assembled  weekly  for  the  improvement  of  natural 
kiiowledge. 

The  nation  feehng  indignant  at  the  ill-treatment 
of  the  Dutch  in  some  commercial  transactions,  a 
rupture  ensued,  in  1664,  during  the  recess  of  par- 
liament ;  and  the  king  being  destitute  of  suppUes 
for  carrying  on  the  war,  applied  to  the  citizens  of 
London,  who  advanced  him  a  loan  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds.  This,  however,  not  being  suf- 
ficient, they  shortly  after  advanced  the  hke  sum; 
this  ready  concurrence  was  so  well  received  by  the 
parliament,  when  it  assembled,  that  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  sent  to  the  common-council  by  a  deputation 
from  both  houses^ 

In  the  year  1665,  about  the  beginning  of  May, 
there  broke  out,  in  London,  the  most  dreadful 
plague  that  ever  infested  this  kingdom,  which  swept 
away  sixty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  persons,  which,  added  to  the  number  of  those 
who  died  of  other  distempers,  raised  the  bill  of  mor- 
tality, in  this  year,  to  ninety-seven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  six.  And  the  mortality  raged  sa 
violently  in  July,  that  all  houses  were  shut  up,  the 
streets  deserted,  and  scarce  any  thing  to  be  seen 
therein  but  grass  growing,  innumerable  fires  for  puri-. 
tying  the  air,  coffins,  pest-carts,  red  crosses  upon 
doors,  with  the  inscription,  "  Lord  have  mercy 
upon  us  !"  and  continual  cries  of  "  pray  for  us;'^  or 
the  melancholy  call  of  "  bring  out  your  dead.'^  The 
cause  of  this  dreadful  calamity  was  ascribed  to  the 
importation  of  infected  goods  from  Holland,  where 
the  plague  had  committed  great  ravages  the  preced- 
ing year.  And  it  was  observed,  during  the  whole 
time  of  its  continuance,  that  there  was  such  a 
general  calm  that  for  many  weeks  together  not  the 
least  wind  could   be   perceived;   the  fires  in   the 

streets 
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Streets  were  kept  burning  with  difficulty  for  want  of 
a  supply  of  air,  and  the  very  birds  panted  for  breath. 

It  is  probable  that  the  numbers  who  died  of  this 
dreadful  pestilence  were  greatly  under-rated  in  the 
bills  of  mortaUty  for  that  year  :.one  parish,  that  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelist,  Watling-street,  appears  from 
them  to  have  been  wholly  exempt  from  it,  which  is 
not  to  be  credited  when  its  situation  is  considered. 

The  great  confusion  and  terror  which  this  mor* 
tality  spread  throughout  the  city,  did  not,  however, 
take  off  the  attention  of  the  magistates  from  redress- 
ing  the  complaints  of  the  citizens.  On  the  first  of 
June,  1 665^  the  court  of  common-council  passed  an 
act'for  the  better  regulation  of  carmen,  and  to  redress 
abuses  in  the  retail  trade  of  coals  in  the  city ;  the 
principal  heads  of  which  were  these  : 

The  number  of  carts  was  restricted  to  four  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  they  were  placed  under  the  regu- 
lation of  the  president  and  governors  of  Christ's  Hos- 
pital. The  prices  of  carriage  were  to  be  limited 
yearly  by  the  court  of  aldermen.  And  all  coal- 
sacks  and  measures  were  to  be  sealed  at  Guildhall. 

That  the  poor  might  be  constantly  supplied  with 
coals  in  times  of  scarcity,  and  to  defeat  the  combina- 
tion of  dealers  in  that  article,  the  several  city  compa- 
nies undermentioned  were  ordered  to  purchase  and 
lay  up  yearly,  between  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas, 
the  following  quantities  of  coals;  which  were  to  be 
vended  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  prices,  as  the 
lord  mayor  and  court  of  aldermen  should,  by  written 
precept,  direct ;  so  that  the  coals  should  not  be  sold 
to  loss. 

Chald.  Chdd. 

Mercers         -      -     488     Drapers  -     -     562 

Grocers      -  -    67  «3     Fishmongers    -    -    4-65 
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GoMsmiths    ^ 

Skumers    -    - 

Meicham-taylois 

Habenhshers-  «- 

Saltan     -     - 

IroomoDgars    - 

Vii^tners 

Clothworkers 

DyetB        -    - 

Brewers 

Lealiietrsellers 

Pewterers 

Cutters 

Whitebakens 

Wax^hsmdlers 

Tallow-chaadlers 

ArsiouFero 

GirdleiB 

Butx^hec^ 

Sadlers 

Caipenteis      - 

Coi%(waiiiers    - 

BarbeT-surgeons 

Painter^tainers 

Curriefs 

Masons  «• 

Plumbers      n 
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-  60 
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InQholders      «     • 
Founders 
Poulterers 
Cooks  ^ 

Coopers  -    • 

Tykrs   and  brick 
layers    -      -    . 
Bowyers    -    - 
Fletchers 
Blacksmiths     -    • 
Apodiecaries  - 
Joiners 
Weftveis 

Woolmen        -    • 
WoolmongeiB 
Scriveneis 
Eruiterers        •    • 
Plaisterers     « 
ftrowiii-bakers 
Stationers        -    • 
£mbK>iderei:8 
Upholdevs 
Musicians 
Tumets    - 
BasketHnakers 
Oaziets    -     - 
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By  the  same  act  all  vetaii  dealers  in  coals  weie 
prohibited  from  meeting  the  vessels,  or  by  their 
f^nts  contracting  for  coals,  >before  the  ships  weie 
arrived  in  the  port  of  London ;  on  the  penalty  of  five 
shillings  for  every  chaldron  of  coals  so  forestalled,  or 
bought  by  pre-contract. 

The  most  extensive  and  dreadful  qonfli^tation 
that  ever  afflicted  the  city  of  London,  broke  out 

VOL.  II.  N         ■        .  about 


90  HISTORY    AND   SURVEY  OF 

about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  Sep* 
tember,  1 666,  in  Pudding-lane ;  and  there  not  being 
either  a  sufficient  aid  of  engines^  or  of  wateri  the 
flames^  fomented  by  a  violent  easterly  wind,  soon 
got  the  better  of  those  weak  efforts  made  use  of  to 
put  it  out,  and,  in  about  thirty  hours,  they  spread  to 
Gracechurch-street,  towards  the  north-west,  and  to 
the  Three  Cranes,  in  the  Vintry,  towards  the  south- 
west, including  Cannon-street,  and  the  lanes,  alleys, 
and  courts  in  the  way ;  and,  either  by  conimunica- 
tion  of  the  flakes,  from  such  a  vast  body  of  fire  kin- 
dled by  old  timber  houses,  or  by  any  of  the  other 
means  which  have  been  suspected,  the  flames  burst 
out  in  divers  and  distant  places;  and  the  conflagra- 
tion became  so  general,  that  there  was  not  a  build- 
ing left  standmg,  from  the  west  end  of  Tower-wharf, 
in  the  east,  to  the  Temple-church,  in  the  west ;  nor 
from  the  north-end  of  Mincing-lane,  in  Fenchurch- 
street,  from  the  west  end  of  Leaden  hall-street,  and 
from  the  south-west  end  of  Bishopsgate-street,  as 
far  as  the  entrance  into  Threiadneedle-street,  to  Hol- 
born-bridge,  on  the  west,  in  a  direct  line ;  besides 
the  damage  done  in  Throgmorton-street,  Lothbury, 
Coleman-street,  Basinghall-street,  Cateaton-stre^t, 
Aldermanbury,  Addle-street,  Love-lane,  Wood-street, 
Staining-lane,  Noble-street^  and  Silver-street:  at 
length,  it  stopped  at  Pye-corner,  near  West  Smith- 
iield. 

By  this  horrid  conflagration,  many  thousand  citi- 
zens were  compelled  to  retire  to  the  fields,  destitute 
of  all  necessaries,  and  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  till  a  sufficient  number  of  huts  could 
be  erected  for  their  rehef :  his  majesty  immediately 
ordered  a  great  quantity  of  naval  bread  to  be  distri- 
buted among  them,  and  gave  orders  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  bringing  of  all  sorts  of  provisions 
for  their  use. 

This 
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This  dreadful  and  destructive  fire  laid  waste  and 
consumed  the  buildings  on  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  'acres  of  ground,"  four  hundred  streets,  lanes,  &c. 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  houses,  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Paul,  eighty-six  parish  churches,  six 
chapels,  the  magnificent  buildings  of  Guildhall,  the  . 
Royal  Exchange,  Custom-house,  and  Blackwell-hall, 
many  hospitals  and  libraries,  fifty-two  of  the  compa- 
nies' halls,  and  a  great  number  of  other  stately  edi- 
fices; together  with  three  of  the  city  gates,  four  stone 
bridges,  and  the  prisons  of  Newgate,  the  Fleet,  the 
Poultry  and  Wood-street  Compters ;  the  loss  of  which, 
by  the  best  calculation,  amounted  to  ten  millions  se- 
ven hundred  and  thirty  thousand  and  five  hundred  . 
pounds.  And,  notwithstanding  all  this  destruction,  * 
only  six  persons  lost  their  lives. 

The  irregularity  of  the  buildings,  the  dark,  ill- 
contrived,  wooden  houses,  and  the  narrow,  crooked, 
and  incommodious  streets  of  the  city,  had  always 
been  a  subject  of  complaint.  The  extent  of  the  con- 
flagration now  put  it  in  the  power  of  authority  to 
rebuild  London  with  greater  uniformity  and  secu- 
rity, and  such  was  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
court  on  this  occasion,  that  his  majesty  issued  a^ pro- 
clamation, while  the  ruins  were  yet  smoking,  to  pro- 
hibit the  rebuilding  of  houses,  till  public  care  might 
be  taken  for  its  re-edification  with  greatei:  magnifi- 
cence and  uniformity  than  before,  and  with  such 
materials,  as  might  most  effectually  prevent  such 
another  occurrence. 

The  parliament  assembled  with  all  speed,  and,  on 
the  18th  of  September,  passed  an  act  for  erecting  a 
court  of  judicature,  for  settling  all  differences  between 
landlords  and ,  tenants,  respecting  houses  burned 
down  and  demohshed  by  the  late  fire ;  and  appointed 
the  justices  of  the  courts  of  King's-bench  and  Com- 
fQon-pleas,  and  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be 

judges 
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judges  of  the  said  court;  who  conducted  themselves 
with  such  admirable  impartiality  and  strict  justice, 
that  they  gave  universal  content ;  and,  in  token  of 
the  general  esteem  of  the  citizens,  their  portraits 
were  ordered  to  be  hung  up  in  GuildhalL 

Soon  after  this,  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed 
for  rebuilding  the  city,  which  laid  down  rules  and 
directions  for  all  the  persons  concerned  therein. 

In  pursuance  of  the  royal  proclamation,  mentioned 
above,  the  common-council,  on  the  29th  of  April, 
1 667 9  passed  an  act,  by  which  they  declared  what 
streets  and  passages,  within  the  city  and  Uberties, 
should  be  enlarged  and  widened,  and  in  what  pro- 
portion ;  which  was  so  well  approved  of,  that  he 
confirmed  and  enforced  it  by  an  order  of  council,  on 
the  8th  of  May. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  the  common-council 
passed  another  act  for  preventing  and  suppressing 
fires,  by  which  it  was  ordered,  that  the  city  should 
be  divided  into  four  quarters  ;  each  to  be  provided 
with  the  number  of  laddeiB,  bucketQ,  pick-axes,  and 
shovels,  difected :  each  oC  the  city  companies  was 
also  to  provide  a  prescribed  number  of  the  same  ar- 
ticles, with  other  precautionary  measures,  for  the 
prevention  and  extinguishing  of  fires,  within  their 
jurisdiction.  * 

By  an  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  1670,  it  was 
enacted,  that,  besides  the  streets  already  appointed 
to  be  widened,  those  of  Pateraoster-row,  Warwick* 
lane,  Watling-street,  Candlewick-street,  Eastcheap, 
Swithin  Vlane,  Litde  Wood-street,  Milk-street,Tower- 
street,  Water-lane,  in  Tower-street,  Rood-lane,  St* 
Mary-hill,  Thames-street,  from  London-bridge  to 
Puddle-dock,  Pye-corner,  and  Threadneedle-street, 
should  also  be  enlarged ;  that  the  sum  of  two  shil* 
lings  a  chaldron  be  added  to  the  one  shilling  a  chal- 
dron, already  granted  upon  co^s,  to  the  lord  mayor 

and 
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and  dtizens  of  London,  for  the  term  of  seventeen 
years  and  five  months,  for  the  effectual  accomplish- 
ment of.  the  said  works;  and  that  the  sole  power  of 
regulating,  keeping  clean,  pitching,  and  paving  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  London,  and  of  making  and 
clearing  drains  and  sewers  in  London,  shall  remain 
in  the  mayor,  commonalty,  and  citizens,  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  such  as  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
monalty, shall  appoint;  and  that  the  mayor,  &c. 
may  impose  a  tax  upon  houses  for  the  doing 
thereof. 

By  virtue  of  these  powers,  the  court  of  common- 
council  on  the  27th  of  October,  1671,  collected  into 
an  act,  the  several  customs,  rules,  and  orders,  relat- 
ing to  paving  and  cleansing  the  streets,  and  prevent- 
ing nuisances  in  the  passages  within  their  jurist 
diction:  which  act  was  published^  by  the  eommis-^ 
sioners  of  sewers,  the  1st  of  March  following,  for  ge- 
neral information. 

In  the  following  year,  an  act  of  parliament  wai^ 
passed,  for  providing  the  London  clergy  with  proper 
stipends,  in  lieu  of  tythes,  which  had  always  been 
unequally  levied,  and  now,  in  consequence  of  the 
alterations  occasioned  by  the  fire,  and  the  union  of 
the  parishes,  were  unequal  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  incumbents. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1675,  when  Sir  Robert 
Viner  entered  into  his  mayoralty,  his  majesty  ho- 
noured the  corporation  with  his  company  at  Guild- 
hall, and  accepted  the  freedom  of  the  city,  in  the 
chamberlain's  office,  from  the  hands  of  Sir  Thomas 
Player,  then  chamberlain.  The  lord  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  common-council,  to  show  their  sense  of 
this  instance  of  condescension,  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember following,  waited  on  his  majesty,  at  the 
Banquetting-house,  Whitehall,  and  presented  him 

with 
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with  a  copy  of  his  freedom,  in  a  large  square  box  of 
massy  gold,  with  a  seal  inclosed  in  another  box  of 
the  same  meta],  beautifully  enriched  with  diamonds 
of  immense  value. 

In  the  year  1676,  great  part  of  the  Borough  of 
Southwark  was  destroyed  by  fire ;  soon  after  which, 
commissioners  were  appointed,  by  act  of  parliament, 
to  rebuild  it,  regularly  and  substantially,  with  brick, 
as  it  appears  at  this  time,  commencing  at  a  small 
distance  from  the  foot  of  London-bridge,  and  reach- 
ing some  w^ay  beyond  St,  Margaref  s-hill. 

The  citizens  of  London  appear  to  have  been  very 
negligent,  about  this  time,  in  the  choice  of  rhembers 
to  represent  them  in  common-council;  for,  on  the 
19th  of  December,  in  this  year,  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  made  an  order,  that  the  precepts  for  hold- 
ing wardmotes,  for  the  election  of  common-council- 
men,  should  require, that  no personbe  chosen  who 
had  been  convicted  -of  defrauding  in  weights  or 
measures,  or  such  like  crimes;  nor  any  person 
who  had  compounded,  through  inability  to  pay  his 
debts. 

London  was  rising  with  a  splendor  unknown  to  it 
'  before  the  fire,  when,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  1679^ 
an  alarm  was  spread  of  a  design  being  on  foot  to  bum 
it  a  second  time.  One  Elizabeth  Oxley,  a  servant 
in  Fetter-lane,  having  set  fire  to  her  master's  house, 
was  apprehended  and  committed  to  prison ;  when  she 
confessed  the  fact,  and  declared,  that  she  had  been 
.  hired  to  do  it,  by  one  Stubbs,  a  papist,  who  was  to 
give  her  five  pounds  as  a  reward.  Stubbs,  being 
immediately  secured,  confessed  that  he  had  per- 
suaded her  to  it;  but  that  he  hinfiself  had  been  pre- 
vailed on  by  one  Father  Giftbrd,  his  confessor,  who, 
he  said,  assured  him,  that,  instead  of  its  being  a  sin, 
it  would  be  a  great  service  to  the  church,  to  burn 
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and  destroy  all  the  houses  of  heretics ;  saying,  that 
he  had  conversed  many  times  on  that  afiair,  with 
Gifford  and  two  Irishman.  And  the  maid  and  Stubbs 
jointly  declared,  that  the  papists  intended  to  rise  in 
London,  in  expectation  of  being  assisted  by  a  power^ 
ful  army  from  France.  Soon  after  this,  a  prosecution 
being  commenced  against  several  of  the  Jesuits,  who 
were  concerned  in  the  plot,  five  of  them  were  con^ 
victed  and  executed ;  and  several  lords  being  also 
impeached  of  the  same,  were  committed  prisoners  to 
the  Tower.  A  few  days  after,  a  proclamation  was 
issued,  for  banishing  all  papists  from  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  within  ten  miles  of  the  same. 

In  a  very  short  time,  a  sham  plot  was  discovered, 
contrived  by  the  papists,  to  be  revenged  on  their 
persecutors,  and  to  transmit  the  odium  from  them- 
selves to  the  presbyterians ;  but  they  were  betrayed 
by  Dangerfield,  the  chief  actor  in  the  farce,  who, 
finding  himself  detected,  applied  to  the  lord  mayor, 
made  an  ample  confession  of  the  whole  iniquitous 
scheme,  and  discovered  his  employers. 

The  detection  of  this  contrivance  so  irritated  the 
populace  against  the  papists,  that  it  added  much  to 
the  solemnity  of  burning  the  pope ;  for,  on  the  17th 
of  November,  the  anniversary  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
accession  to  the  throne,  the  ceremony  was  performed 
with  the  most  singular  pomp  atid  magnificence,  and 
every  mark  shown  by  the  citizens,  that  could  de- 
monstrate their  abhorrence  to  popery. 

The  procession  began  by  a  person  on  a  horse,  re- 
presenting Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  (who  was  mur- 
dered by  the  papists,  for  being  too  active  in  discover^ 
ing  their  late  infamous  machinations),  attended  by  a 
bellman,  proclaiming  his  murder ;  then  followed  bi- 
shops, in  mitres  and  lawn  sleeves ;  priests,  in  copes, 
with  a  large  silver  cross ;  carmelites,  grey  friars,  and 

Jesuits ; 
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Jesuits:  after  these  appeared  six  cardklals,  Vfho  pre* 
ceded  the  pope,  enthroned  in  a  stately  pagieanty  at«- 
tended  t)y  a  great  nunkber  of  boys,  with  pots  of  in- 
cense^  and  the  devil  whispering  in  his  ear«  In  this 
manner  the  cavalcade  marched  £n)m  Bishopsgate  to 
i^leet-street,  where  his  holiness  was  committed  to 
the  flames,  m  the  presence  <^  a  great  number  of 
spectators  assembled  on  the  occasion. 
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CHAP.  XXXIV- 

Jbiscontent  of  the  Citizens. — Election  of  Sheriff s.^^-Old 
Members  returned  to  Parliament. -^-The  Lord  Mayor 
claims  a  Right  to  nominate  one  Sheriff. -^-Tumultuous 
Election  in  consequence, — Interference  of  the  Ministry . 
'-''The  City  Charter  seized. — Submission  of  the  Citi-- 
xens."'— Origin  of  the  Penny  Post.-^-Inflitx  of  foreign 
Artizans, — Death  of  Charles  It. — Trial  and  Execution 
xf  Alderman  Cornish, — The  City  Charter  restored.--^ 
Abdication  of  James  IL — Mass-houses  destroyed.--^ 
Murder  of  Chancellor  Jefferies. 

The  frequent  prorogations  of  the  parliament  now 
began  to  raise  an  universal  discontent,  which  was 
considerably  increased  by  an  opinion,  that  this  and 
other  unpopular  measures  were  produced  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Duke  of  York,  in  the  cabinet*.  He 
Was  known  to  be  a  rigid  papist ;  and,  as  one  of  the 
businesses  modt  eag^.rly  pursued  by  the  parliament, 
during  its  sittings,  was  an  inquiry  into  the  popish 
plot,  he  was  suspected  of  exerting  his  power,  to  pre- 
vent those  concerned  in  it  from  being  brought  to 
justice.  The  uneasiness  of  the  people  was  mani- 
fested by  numerous  and  repeated  petitions  to  the 
throne ;  and  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of  London,  on 
this  subject,  was  so  strongly  expressed  in  a  petition 
presented  to  the  king  from  them,  as  to  give  great 
offence  to  his  majesty,  whose  answer  purported,  that 
*'  he  looked  upon  himself  to  be  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  only  judge  what  was  proper  to 
be  done  in  these  cases/^ 

The  citizens  were  resolute  to  their  purpose ;  and, 
accordingly,  on  Midsummer-day,  Bethel  and  Cor- 
nish, two  men  on  whom  they  could  depend,  were 
nominated  for  sheri0s,  and,  on  a  show  of  hands, 
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dected  by  a  considerable  majority ;  but  a  poll  Being 
demanded,  in  favour  of  the  court  candidates,  a  tu- 
mult ensued,  which  Ml^as  r^esented  by  the  mayor, 
and  other  supporters  of  the  Duke  of  York,  as  a  riot ; 
dnd  the  king  issiied  ai  commissioB>  en  the  same  even* 
ifig,  for  the  trial  of  the  rioters; 

But,  far  from  being  over-«wed  by  ^his  exertion  of 
authority,  they  perseveced,  wi&  more  ardour  thaa 
before,  in  theit  opposition  to  |Kip]Sicy ;  and  havitig,  oi^ 
the  dissdtitioa  of  paO'Iid^tnent,  which  took  place- 
shortly  after,  re-elected  Hieir  former  representativesy 
in  despite  of  every  artifice  made  use  d  to  procure 
the  return  of  members  devoted  to  the  tninistcy^  they 
gave  them  a  paper  of  instructions^  in  the  name  of  the- 
citizens,  in  common4iaU  assembled;  m  which,  after 
thanking  them  foi:  their  unwearied  endeavoujns  ia 
furthering  their  views  durmg  the  two  last  parlia«» 
mentS)  and  mc^e  -espedaUy  for  pi<omoting  the  biH 
for  the  excluBioii  of  the  Duke  erf  York;  they  ccMi- 
elude,  by  expreissing  their  coi^fideatii^uraiice,  **  that 
^  said  members  mil  never  consent  to  granting  any 
money  ^mpply^  till  they  h^xe  effectually  secur^ 
Aem,  agaittit  popery  and  atbitrary  power. '^ 

From  the  sudden  dissolution  of  .parliament,  the 
bill  ef  exclusion^  the  darling  idyect  of  the  cit'i2<»s» 
wte  lost;  yet  they  ^chose  ev^y  oi^portunity  df  show* 
ii^  th^r  dislike  to  their  future  sovereign.  An  m^ 
stance  of  this  ciocurzed  shortly  after,  on  oocaston  d 
an  lentertainrnent  gwen,  at  Mel^bwt  TaylorVbal^ 
by  the  artiUeiy  company,  tb  him>  as  tlseir  captain* 
g^a^ral.  To  less^  th^  gratification  die  duke  might 
dterive  firom  tfais^  public  mark  of  >distinction,  as  muck 
as  was  in  their  power,  the  antt^courtiera  fiked  on  the 
same  da^  for  a  public  dinner,  at  Haberdasher's«hall, 
to  be  inreced^  by  aaermon;  the  invitation  to  whick 
ran  in  the  fdUo^ing  form.  ^' It  having  pleased  AU 
mighty  God,  h^  his  wondeiful  {MOvi<lence,  to  deliver 

aad 
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m»i  protect  his  msgesty's  person,  tl)^  protectant  leli- 
gtoa»  and  Englkh  Uberties,  hitherto,  ftom  the  hellish 
and  firt quent  attempts  of  their  enemies,  the  papists ; 
in  testimony  of  thankfulness  herein,  and  for  preserv- 
ing and  improving  mutual  love  and  charity  among 
auch  as  are  sensible  thereof,  you  are  desired  to  meet 
many  of  the  loyal  protectant  nobility,  clergy,  and  ci- 
tiaena,  on  Friday,  the  91st  instant  April,  16S2,  at 
ten  c^  the  clock,  at  St.  MichaePs  church,  in  Cornhill; 
there  to  hear  a  sermon,  and  from  thence  to  go  to 
HaberdasherVhall,  to  dinner,  and  to  brinj^  this  ticket 
with  you/' 

This  scheme  gave  great  offence  to  the  court,  it 
being  represented  to.  them  aa  a  matter  of  very  dan- 
gerous tendency;  to  prevent  which,  an  order  of  coun- 
cil was  made,  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  strictly 
charging  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  as  they 
should  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril,  ^^  to  take 
immediate  and  effectual  care  to  prevent  and  hinder 
the  said  meeting,  as  an  unlawful  assembly.^ 

Party  dissensions  now  ran  very  high,  and  each 
aide  used  their  utmost  efforts  to  secure  the  sheriffs 
of  London  and  Middlesex  in  their  interest.  The  lord 
mayor,  who  was  on  the  court  side,  inasted  on  his 
right  of  nominating  one,  by  drinking  to  him ;  a  cere- 
mc»iy,  by  which  it  was  understood,  that  the  person 
so  dmnk  to  was  put  in  nomination,  subject  to  the 
election  of  the  common-hall.  But,  depending  on 
the  strength  of  the  lord  mayor's  right  to  appoint. 
North,  the  person  drank  to,  attended  the  court  of 
aldermen  some  time  before  the  day  of  election,  and 
entered  into  bond  to  serve  the  office;  and  the  IcM'd 
ma3ror  issued  his  precept  for  holding  the  court  on 
Midsummer-day,  for  confirming  the  appointment  of 
North,  and  electing  the  other  sheriff.  This  new 
form  of  the  precept  occasioned  much  confusion 
among  the  companies;  some  summoning  their  mem- 
bers 
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bers  to  meet  and  choose  sheriffs,  &c.  as  formerly ; 
some  for  confirmation  and  election ;  and  some  for 
choosing  city  officers  generally.  On  the*  day  previ- 
ous to  the  election,  the  opinion  of  the  recorder  being 
taken  in  the  court  of  aldermen  on  the  right  of  elec- 
tion, he  declared,  that  it  was  vested  in  the  common- 
alty, and  that  the  sheriffs  were  judges  of  the  poll,  if 
there  was  one ;  in  which  opinion  the  court  unani- 
mously concurred.  But,  on  Midsummer-day,  the 
common  crier,  by  direction  of  their  mayor,  proclaim- 
ing, "  You  gentlemen  of  the  livery,  attend  your 
confirmation,^'  the  hall  resounded  with,  "  No  con^ 
flrmation  !"  After  a  long  and  viojent  dispute,  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  retired,  and  left  the  livery  at 
liberty  to  proceed  to  the  election ;  when  Papillioa 
and  Dubois  had  a  considerable  majority  on  the  show 
of  hands;  but  a  poll  was  demanded  and  granted. 
At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  mayor  returned 
and  made  an  attempt  to  adjoiirn  the  court;  but  the 
sheriffs  continued  to  take  the  poll  till  nine  o'clock, 
when  they  adjourned  it. 

The  lord  mayor,  disliking  the  proceedings  of  the 
sheriflfe,  made  complaint  tp  the  king  and  council,  of 
his  having  been  grossly  insulted ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  mayor,  with  the  aldermen  and  sheriffs, 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  privy  council  on  the 
Monday  following ;  when,  being  severally  examined 
concerning  the  disturbance,  the  two  sheriffs,  Pilking- 
ton  and  Shute,  with  Alderman  Cornish,  were  com- 
mitted prisoners  to  the  Tower ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  orders  were  given  to  the  attorney-general,  to 
prosecute,  with  the  utmost  severity,  all  who  should 
be  found  to  have  been  promoters  and  encouragers  of 
the  late  tumult. 

On  the  ensuing  Friday,  the  prisoners  were,  by  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  admitted  to  bail ;  and  on  the 
}st  of  July,  they  called  a  common-hall;  where,  in 

defiapce 
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defiance  of  the  lord  mayor's  order  to  the  recorder  to 
adjourn  the  hall  to  the  7th,  they  proceeded  in  the 
poll,  and  .  declared  Papillion  and  Dubois  duly 
elected. 

'  This  so  irritated  the  lord  mayor  that  he  and  his 
party  met  at  Guildhall,  on  the  14th,  when  his  lord- 
ship produced  an  order  of  council  to  begin  all  the 
proceedings  anew.  This  order  was  vigorously  opposed 
by  many  of  the  most  eminent  citiaens,  as  an  innova- 
tion of  their  rights  and  privileges;  the  mayor,  how- 
ever, declared  North  duly  elected  by  him,  without 
the  sanction  of  the  common-hall,  and  proceeded  to 
poll  for  the  other  :  but,  as  none .  of  those  who  had 
voted  for  Papillion  and  Dubois  at  the  former  election 
would  vote  at  this,  to  give.it  a  sanction.  Box, 
another  candidate,  put  up  by  the  court,  was  elected 
without  opposition.  Box,  however,  finding  his 
•/election  could  not  be  legally  justified,  declined 
serving  the  office;  on  which  Mr.  Peter  Birch  was 
chosen,  and,  with  North,  sworn  in  before  the  lord 
mayor ;  while  Papillion  and  Dubois  were  left  to 
seek  their  remedv  at  law. 

These  arbitrary  proceedings  sufficiently  evinced 
the  determination  of  the  court  to  carry  their  point  by 
any  means ;  and  the  citizens  being  equally  resolute 
in  supporting  their  privileges,  a  more  decisive  blow 
was  meditated,  by  which  the  king  would  become 
master,  not  only  of  the  city  of  London,  but  also  of 
every  corporation.  Accordingly,  in  Michaelmas  term, 
a  writ  of  Quo  Warranto  was  issued  against  th^  city, 
to  try  the  validity  of  its  charter ;  in  which  it  was 
asserted  that  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  city 
were  usurped. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  arguments  used  by  the 
citizens  to  support  their  conduct,  and  resist  this 
infringement  on  their  dear-bought  liberties  and 
privileges,  yet  the  ministry  were  determined,  at  all 
i  ,  events. 
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events,  to  cru^  them.  Accordingly,  in  Trinitjr  term, 
1683^  the  Quo  Warranto  being  aigued  and  deter*- 
ridined,  Justice  Jones  pronounced  the  following 
sentence : 

''  That  a  city  might  forfeit  its  charter;  that  the 
malv^Rsations  dT  the  common«council  were  acts  of 
the  whole  city ;  and  that  the  p<MBts  set  fc»th  in  the 
pleadings,  were  just  grounds  for  the  forfeiting  of  a 
charter.  Upon  which  premises  the  conclusion 
seemed  to  be,  that,  therefore,  the  city  of  London 
had  forfeited  its  charter?' 

Although  it  was  determined  that  the  king  might 
ff^e  the  liberties  of  the  city,  yet,  contrary  to  what 
is  usual  in  such  cases^  the  attomey<*generaI  was 
ordered  to  move,  that  the  judgment  might  not  be 
TeccMtled* 

Tliese  unjust  and  arbitrary  proceedings  greatty 
alarmed  the  citizens :  a  court  of  common«council* 
was  summoned  to  deliberate  on  what  measures  were 
to  be  resorted  to,  in  which  the  court  party  prevailed 
80  &r  as  to  procure  an  act  of  submission,  which 
amounted  to  a  voluntary  surrender  of  the  city  liber* 
ties,  since  it  deprived  them  of  the  means  of  having 
the  judgment  reversed.  The  lord  mayor,  with  a 
deputation  from  the  court,  attended  the  king  at 
Wmdsor,  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  to  acknowledge  their 
misgovemment,  solicit  pardofi,  and  beg  for  his 
majesty's  commands  and  directions.  Conditions 
were  then  proposed  to  them  by  the  lord  keeper,  and 
they. were  told  that  ii^mediata  compliance  with 
them  vras  the  only  wa^  to  stop  entering  up  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  but  that  on  their  submission, 
this  measure  should  be  abandoned.  In  the  ccMinmon- 
council  called  to  receive  the  rqport  of  thi»  deputation, 
the  question  for  submission  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  eighteen :  but,  after  the  king  had  thus  compelled 
th^  citizens  to  submit  to  terms  of  bis  owo  proposing* 

on 
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on  pretance  that  they  had  Qot  tendered  Jiim  a  formal 
subHufisioa^  lie  ox4^ed  the  judgSKnt  ixpoa  ibe  Qu0 
W0rrat9i0  to  be  etilered  up. 

This  wffis  BO  sooner  done^  tiiaii)  by  s  commitssaoii 
under  the  great  seal,  the  office  of  mayor  was  granted 
to  Sir  William  Pritchard,  the  present  lord  mayor,  and 
the  office  of  isheriffs  to  Peter  Daniel  aad  S«iuel 
Dashwood,  during  his  iD«9esty's  pleasure.  At  the 
same  time,  Sir  George  Treby,  the  fecorder,  was  re« 
moved  in  favour  of  Tixsmas  Jemer,  who  was  knighted 
on  the  t9cca8ion%  Eight  of  the  aidermea  in  the 
countiy  or  whig  interest,  were  degraded,  and  the  ^ 
lemaining  ^teen  made  ^stices  of  die  pesK^  Soon 
after  eight  new  aldermen  were  appodnted ;  and,  on 
the  90th  t)f  October,  the  king,  in  viitue  of  hifi^  as^ 
siuned  power,  constituted  Sir  Henry  Tuhe  (one  of 
the  in^nmers  against  ^dermon  Pilkington)  IcH-d 
mayor  durii^  ins  pleasure. 

It  'was  in  or  about  the  year  1683  that  the  uselul 
convqwice  of  letters  and  paroek  by  the  penny  p&si 
was  first  set  up  in  London  aad  its  suburbs,  by  a 

S'vaite  uadertaker,  named  Murray,  an  upholsterer 
trade,  who  afterwards  assigned  tiie  same  to  one 
lJockwra,who  carried  itoa  suQCessfiiUy  for  a  number 
of  yeikfs^  until  the  govomment  JmI  etaim  to  l^  proi* 
jec^  as  being  connected  with  the  general  post-office, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  crown  n^^nue,  and  ayearly 
pension  of  tw^  Iftundred  poixnds  was  settled  on  Mu 
Dockwnt  for  jtiis  iife. 

In  l€8S,  the  manulactwres  and  population  of 
lioadon  received  a  ccoosideralde  increase  in  the 
reftigees  who  fled  &om  France  m  consequence  of  the 
revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes.  T^e  number  <^ 
industrious  anizans  thus  ibroed  from  their  homes  is 
stated  to  have  amounted  to  weight  hundred  thoussaid, 
ajgreat  pnoportipn  of  whom  aettled  in  the  suburbs  <^ 
loodon,  jMKticuiarly  vbaai  Sp^&elds,  Soho,  and  St* 

Giles's 
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Giles's,  where  their  descendants  still  reside.  T^ 
them  London  is  indebted  for  either  a  knowledge  of^ 
or  improvements  in,  the  manufactures  of  silks,  linen^ 
paper,  glass,  hats,  watches,  cutlery,  toys,  &c.  many 
of  which  are  now  brought  to  a  state  of  unrivalled 
perfection. 

The  death  of  Charles,  which  took  place  on  the 
6th  of  February^  1685,  did  not  put  an  end  to  the 
arbitrary  measures  of  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  ^ 
James  11.  had  long  governed  in  the  king's  name,  and 
it  was  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  popery 
that  he  had  devised  the  plan  of  seizing  the  charters  of 
corporate  bodies,  which  he  dreaded  as  the  most 
effectual  bars  to  his  designs ;  so  that  the  Londoners 
were  placed  in  a  worse  situation,  by  his  accession, 
than  they  had  been  in  before.  Alderman  Comisb, 
who,  when  sheriff,  in  1680,  had  exerted  himself  to 
detect  the  popish  plot,  was  singled  out  as  a  sacrifice 
to  the  king's  resentment.  On  the  13th  of  October,  1685, 
he  was  apprehended  and  committed  to  Newgate, 
without  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  or  paper ;  and,  on  the 
Saturday  after,  received  notice  that  an  indictment 
for  high-treason  was  prepared  against  him,  on 
which  he  was  to  be  tried  on  the  following  Monday. 
It  was  in  vain  he  applied  for  time  to  prepare  for  his 
defence ;  he  was  answered  by  the  attorney-general 
that  he  had  not  deserved  so  well  of  the  government. 
He  was  tried  on  the  appointed  day,  and  although*  the 
two  evidences  produced  against  him  could  not  prove 
any  fact  to  affect  him,  he  was  condemned,  and,  on 
the  93d  of  the  same  month,  hanged,  drawn,  and 
quartered,  facing  his  own  house,  at  the  end  of  King-7 
street,  Cheapside. 

Long  before  James's  accession  to  the  throne,  he 
had  lost  the  affections  of  the  people  of  every  rank 
and  station,  and  his  subsequent  conduct  was  so  pre- 
posterous that  it  hastened  a  revolution  which  pru- 
4  dence 
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deuce  .  might  hwe  debyed,  or  perhaps  prei^^ted. 
When,  at  length,  he  found  tbe  increasing  discon- 
t^nls  had  arisen  ,t9  such  a  height,  ^  to  threaten  the 
loss  cf  hiscroiftrB,  he  attenapted  conciliatory  m^h* 
sures;  hut  it  was  tooiate.  Among  other  syn^oms 
of  his  ili-tiBied  repentance,  he,  on  the  6tfa  of  October, 
1688,  rest<iired  the  city  charter,  by  die  hands  of  his 
chancellor  Jefienes ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
CKistos,  Sir  John  Qwpmaa,  was  constitMed  m^yor, 
until  the  eosuiiig  feast  of  St.  Simon  and  ;St.  Jiide ; 
and  the  sheri€&  were  continued  till  the  next  day  of 
ejection*  /A  conit  ot'  common  council  was  held  on 
tbe  following  day,  though  it  was  Sunday,  jvt  whrch 
an  order  was  made  for  restoring  tbe  hvery-men  of 
the  aeveml  tn^inpanies,  that  were  on  the  livery  at  the 
•time  when  judgnibeftt  was  given  against  the  fcity; 
which  order  WHS  immediately  enta:ed  on  the- books 
of  eada  company. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  landed  at  Torbay,  on  the 
5th  of  November ;  and  James  left  London,  with  an 
intention  of  marching  against  him  with  his  army ; 
but  the  defection  becacqie  go  general,  that  he 
speedily  returned  to  the  capital;  where,  agitated 
every  moment  with  fresh,  proofs  of  the  univejrsal  dis-. 
content,  and  not  daring  to  repose  confidence  in  any 
one,  he  precipitately  embraced  the  resolution  of 
withdrawing  to  France,      * 

As  soon  as  the  king's  flight  was  known,  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  met  at  Guildhall,  and  signed 
and  published  their  declaration,  to  apply  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  to  assist  his  highness  to  ob- 
tain a  free  parliament,  and  to  be  ready  to  do  all 
other  matters  that  should  tend  to  the  public  good* 
This  was  followed,  the  same  day,  by  an  address  from 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council; 
and  by  another  from  the  lieutenancy  of  the  city  of 
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London  to  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  in  which  they  ex- 
pressed similar  sentiments. 

Though  the  greatest  precautions  ^  were  used,  it 
was  impossible  such  an  event  should  pass  without 
some  acts  of  violence.  The  populace,  considering 
the  papists  as  the  authors  of  their  late  misfortunes 
and  present  distractions,  plunderied  and  burnt  the 
mass-houses,  lately  elected  in  the  metropolis  and  its 
suburbs ;  and  also  attacked  and  plundered  the 
houses  of  the  Spanish  and  Tuscan  ambassadors, 
where  some  of  the  most  wealthy  papists  had  depo- 
sited their  valuable  effects  for  safety.  The  losses  of 
the  ambassadors,  were,  however,  made  good  by  the 
next  parliament* 

Jefferies,  the  chancellor,  being  discovered  about 
the  same  time,  concealed  in  a  sailor's  dress,  at  Wap-« 
ping,  was  seized  by  the  mob,  and  treated  with  such 
sevexityt  that  he  died  shortly  atiter  of  his  bruises^ 


•    •  > 


CHAP.  XXXV. 


tONDON  ANi>  ITS  BMVIRONi.  107 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

O^fwentioH  for  seilUns  the  Govemment.'^'Loan.^^^PeH'^ 
iion  in  tke  Name  of  the  Citizens. ^^^JVUtiarA  and  Mary 
proclaimed.'^'Intercepted  Letters  communicated  to  the 
Citixensi^-^Act  of  Parliament  to  corifirm  the  Cky^s  Pri^ 
vileges.^-^'Preparations  against  Invasion.-'-^City  Elec" 
tions  regulatea.-^Act for  re-paying  the  Debt  to  the  Or » 
phan's  Fund.-^'-Institution  o^  the  Bank. — Award  rela^ 
tive  to  the  Market s.^^-Privtleged  Places  suppressed,"'^ 
Public  Entry  of  the.  King.^^Opening  of  BiUingsgate" 
Market* — Address  of  the  Corporation  of  London.""^ 
Death  of  William  IlL'-^Dread^ul  Storm.^^City  Watch 
regulated. — Frertch  Standards  put  up  in  Westminster^ 
HalL-^'Act  for  preventing  Fires. ^-^The  Palatines. -'^ 
Trial  of  Dr.  S&cneverel. — Riots.'^-^-Fifty  new  Churches 
ordered  to  he  built. '^Foreigners  restricted. — Stagnation 
iof  Commerce*-^Proclamation  for  apprehending  the  Pre-- 
tender.'^'Committee  to  inquire  into  Abuses  in  the  i)ffice 
of  Coal-Meter. 

When  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  thoroughly  satis- 
fied that  James  had  left  the  Kingdom,  he  published 
an  order  for  the  immediate  assembling  of  all  who 
had  been  members  of  any  of  the  parliaments  held  ia 
the  reign  of  Charies  11.  with  the  lord  mayor  and  court 
of  aldermen,  and  a  deputation  of  fifty  of  the  common* 
council)  to  consult  on  the  settlement  of  the  govern- 
ment,    < 

Having  re-assembled  the  forces,  which,  on  the  ab- 
dication of  James,  had  been  disbanded,  the  Prinqe 
of  Orange  found  himself  in  want  of  money  to  pay 
them :  he  therefore  applied  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
common-council,  for  a  loan  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds ;  and  the  citizens  cheerfully  voted  the 

ilioney,  which  was  raised  in  a  short  time* 

WhUe 
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WTiile  the  convention  was  sitting,  some  ovcfw 
zealous  partizans  of  the  House  of  Orange,  handed 
about  a  petition  to  that  bqcfy,.  for^  signatures,  pur- 
porting  to  be  the  act  of  the  citizens  of  London,  and 
praying  for  the  speedy  settlemeut  of  the  thcoae  on 
the  phnce  and  his-  cioasort.  But  hi»  highness  dis- 
eountenaRced^  this  pieinatiu^  proeeedkigiv  and  de^ 
sined  the  lord  mayc^rto  put  a  slop  to  it;  who  immedi- 
ately is^uedan  orderto  the  aldermen;  tb  prevent  any 
assembly  in  their  respective  wards;  uiftderi^uch^pfetence. 
At  length,  the  conventioa  having:  first  resolved  that 
Jaoies  had  abdicated  the  gev^rmaettt^.^aa^  Ihat  the 
throne  wa&vteaiLt,adeolarationof  rights  wa&prepared,. 
in  which  all  die  pointed  formerly- dhspvted^  between 
theking  and*  his  people,  were  finally  determined^ 
which  concluded  with  resolving,  that  William 
and  Mary  should  be  declared  King  and  Queen  of 
England^,  fiance,^  and  Ir«laad:  which  deelaFation 
being  aoc^ed^  by^  th^  highness^f.  Ibey  weve  pro- 
claimed, on  the  13th  of  February,  .l689y  with  the 
usual  ceremonies,  and,  on  the  1  Ith  of  April  follow- 
ing; were  solemnly  crowned  at  Westminster. 

The  king's  ctmftdence  in  the  loyalty  erf  the  citi- 
zens was  so  great,  that^  letters  from  James  t(% 
some  of  his  adherents  being  intercepted,,  at  ttie  same 
time  that  he  laid  them  before  the  parliam^t,  he  or- 
dered their  contents  to  be  made  ktwwn  to  the  citi- 
zens ;  who  were  highly  gratified  at  this  mark  of  at- 
tention, and  returned  him^an  address  of  thanksj-with 
assurances  of  their  zeal  in  support  of  his  person  and 
government* 

In  the  ensuing  parliament,  which  met  on  tbe^ 
SOth*  of  March,  1690,  Ae  citizens  of  luondoh*  re- 
ceived a  fhesh  assurance  of  his  majesty's  great  regard 
to  the  rightly  of  the  corporation,  by  his  signing  ari 
act,  declaring  the  proceedings  of  the  former  ieigMt 
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on  the  Qua  Wmrtmto^  ilteg^al  and  arbitrary.  Every 
judgment  given  wsiA  recorded,  for  seizing  the  fran-^ 
ctuses  of  the  city,  were,  by  this  act,  reversed  and 
made  void^  The  mayor,  commonalty,  and  citizens* 
©f  Londoi^,  were  declared  to  remain  for  ever  a  body 
ccH'poratfe  and  politic.  They  were  tt>  have  and  enjoy 
all  their  lights^  and  charters ;  and  all  charters,  letters^ 
patent,  &e.  concermng  any  of  the  liberties^  lands, 
and  tenements,  rights,  titles,  &;c.  made  subsequent 
to  the  said  judgment,  were  thereby  declared  void. 

Advice  having  been  received,  that  the  Frenclt 
had  defeated  the  Dutch  in  the  British  channel,,  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  an 
invasion :  to  defeat  which,  the  patriotic  citizens  (in 
the  absence  of  the  king,  who  was  then  at  the  head 
rf  his  army  in  Ireland)  immediately  raised  nine  thou- 
sand tr£dned-band§,  and  offered  tiiem  to  her  majesty^ 
ready  to  march  wherever  she  should  command. 

Ofi  the  10th  of  September  following,  his  majesty, 
after  a  successftil^  campaign  in  Ireland,  and  driving* 
King  James  from*  thence,  arrived  safe  at  Kensington ; 
and  the  next  d^y  he  w^s  attended  by  the  lord  mayor^ 
aldennen,  and  recorder,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  city, 
congratulated  his  majesty  on  his  happy  success  and' 
4afe  return. 

To  j^event  the  recurrence  of  many  disagreeable 
controversies  in  the  nomination  of  aldermen,  and  the 
election  of  common-council-men,  an  act  of  common- 
council  was  m^de,  in  169 1>  by  which  it  was  enacted, 
that  none  but  freemen,  being  house-holders,  paying; 
scot,  and  bearings  lot,  should  be  entitled  tt>  vote  onr 
such  occasions. 

The  city,  being  indebted  to  their  orphans'  ftind', 
in  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven*  thouf 
sand  five  hundred  pounds,  occasioned  by  various'  ac-^ 
cidents  and  public  calamities,  applied  ^to  parliament^ 
for  relief,  in  1 694 ;  and  obtained  an  act,  by  which  a? 
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fund  was  established  foif  thd  re-payment  of  the  dehts 
This  act,  however,  was  procured  by  bribing  some  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  3 
among  other  sums  distributed  on  this  account,  Sir 
John  Trevor,  the  speaker^  received  a  thousand  gui-« 
Beas;  which  being  discovered,  he  was^  in  the  next 
session,  expelled  the  house  for  c6rruption  and  breach 
of  trust ;  as  was  another^  who  had  received  twenty 
guineas  for  the  same  purpose^ 

This  year  is  distinguished,  in  the  annals  of  Lon- 
don, by  the  institution  of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  a 
full  account  of  which  will  be  given  in  the  second 
book  of  this  history. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  in  this  year^  Queen 
Mary  died  of  the  small-pox ;  on  which  melancholy 
occasion,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common- 
council,  presented  a  warm  address  of  condolence  to 
his  majesty. 

Complaint  having  been  made  to  the  lord  mayor 
and  common-council  against  the  farmers,  for  extort- 
ing large  sums  of  mone}'  from  the  market-people,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  that  com- 
plaint; who,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1696,  reported, 
that  the  farmers  of  Leadenhall,  Stocks,  Honey-lane, 
and  Newgate-markets,  had  extorted  an  annual  rent 
of  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds 
nine  shillings  and  ten  pence,  for  stalls;  as  also  twa 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  one 
shilling  and  six  pence,  in  fines,  from  the  present  te- 
nants. By  these  arbitrary  proceedings,  the  commit- 
tee were  of  opinion,  that  the  farmers  had  forfeited 
the  leases  granted  them,  in  converting  the  markets 
to  other  uses  than  what  were  intended  or  mentioned 
in  their  covenants.  This  report  occasioning  divers 
suits  to  be  commenced  against  the  said  farmers,  the 
court  of  King's-bench  referred  the  cause  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  Sir  'Nathan  Wright  aiid  Sir  Bartholomew 
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Shower,  serjeants  at  law ;  who  awarded,  that  the  said 
fermers  should  refund  the  several  sums  of  money, 
unjustly  extorted;  and  that,  for  the  future,  they 
should  strictly  abide  by  the  articles  of  their  cove- 
nants, rv 

Several  places,  in  and  about  the  city  of  London, 
which,  in  times  of  popery,  had  been  allowed  to  crimi- 
nals as  sanctuaries,  and.  continued  as  places  of  pro- 
tection, after  the  Reformation,  were  now  become  no- 
torious receptacles  for  lawless  debtors,  who  took  refuge 
in  them,  and  set  j  ustice  andpublic  authority  at  defiance* 
To  remove  this  evil,  ah  act  of  parliament  was  passed 
in  this  year,  to  suppress  these  places  of  pretended 
privilege. 

In  the  year  1 697?  King  William  being  returned 
from  Holland,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Ryswick,  he  was  eamesdy  requested,  by  the  lord 
mayor  and  citizens,  to  make  his  public  entry  into  the 
city^  In  compliance  with  which,  on  the  1 6th  of  No- 
vember, his  majesty  set  out  from  Greenwich,  at- 
tended by  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Den- 
mark, the  principal  officers  of  state,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  nobility  and  gentry.  His  majesty  was  re- 
ceived  at  St.  Margaret Vhill,  in  Southwark,  by  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  in  their  formalities,  on 
horseback;  who,  after  congratulating  him  on  the 
joyful  occasion,  conducted  him  through  the  city  to 
Whitehall,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  prodigious 
concourse  of  spectators.  The  procession  was  solemn, 
and  the  city  was  embellished  with  the  most  pompous 
decorations. 

,  Billingsgate  was  opened  on  the  1 0th  of  May,  1 693, 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  parliament,  .^s  a  free  market 
for  the  sale  of  fish,  six  days  in  a  week;  with  per- 
mission to  siell  mackarel  on  Sundays,,  before  and  after 
4ivine.service« 

1  On 


11?  UlSTORY   AVD  SURVEY  OF 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1701,  King  Jaiacs  IL 
died  iiti  Fcaoce,  mi  the  French  ^ing  idiused  the 
pr^]ended  Prince  of  Wales  to  be  .'prodanned  King 
of  England,  Sootland,  and  Ireland,  nolwhbstadding 
his  late  peace  with  King  William.  This  transaction 
was  so  hi^ly  resented  by  the  city  of  London,  thsbt  a 
very  spirited  address  firom  the  eorpocHtion  was  ftre- 
sented  to  the  locds^iiKtices  in  the  absence  of  the 
king,  ^expressive  of  tketr  aljachmeiit  to  him,  and 
firm  determination  tosoipport  his  i^hts. 

On  the  Slst  orFebruaory,  170^,  his  majesty  riding 
from  Kensington  to  Hampton-couit,  his  horse  fell 
under  him,  and  he  was  thrown  with  such  violai(Ee 
as  produced  a  fracture  in  his  collar-bone ;  soon  after 
which  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  fever  and 
diarrbaea,  which  terminated  in  his  death,  on  ike 
6th  of  March  following.  In  consequenee  (^  which 
the  Pirkicess  Anne^  daughter  to  the  late  Kiiig^mies, 
succeeded  .to  die  cisown,  lo  the  univeiwl  joy  and 
satis&etfon  of  die  nation.  ^ 

The  great  sucoesses  obtained  t)ivar  the  (l^nch  in 
the  preceding  campaign  occasioned  .ithe  ^qpifsen  to  ap- 
point the  13th  of  November  for  a  public  thanksgiving; 
on  which  day  her  majesty  went  in  grand  procession 
to  St  PauPs  cathedral;  whither  she  was  attended  by 
both  houses  of  pariiament ;  aa:^^  the  citizens  exerted 
their  utmost  abilities  to  render  that  day  ni<»re  pompr 
ous  and  brilliant  than  bad  ever  been  done  on  any 
other  occasion. 

On  the  I6th  of  November,  1703,  there  ba|)pened 
the  most  dreadful  storm  of  wind  that  had  ever  been 
known  in  the  memory  of  man.  It  be^oi  ^i>out  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  and  continued  to  rage  with  the 
greatest  violence  till  about  ^even  in  the  mornings 
when  it  gradiwdly  abated.  During  the  course  of  the 
night  the  people  were  under  the  most  dreadful  ap- 
prehensions, fearful  of  being  killed  by  the  rums  of 

their 
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llieir  habitiitioniL    About  eight  i^  th^  morning  the 
wind  was  sufficiently  moderate  to  admit  them  to 
k>ok  out  at  their  doom,  when  the  destruction  that 
had  been  fnade^  struck  every  beholder,  whose  first 
consideration  was  to  inquire  after  their  friends  and 
relatrons ;   and  the  next  day  afforded  sufficient  em- 
jrfoyment  in  viewing  the  universal  havock  all  over 
the  city  and  suburbs.'    Upwards  of  two  thousand 
stacks  of  chimneys  were  blown  down  in  and  about 
London ;   the  streets  were  covered  with  tiles  and 
slates  from  the  roofs  of  houses ;    the  lead  on  the 
tops  of  several  churches  was  rolled  up  like  skins  of 
parchment;    and  at    Westminster-abbey,  Christ V 
^ko^pit^),  Si.  Andrew's,   Holborn,  and  many  other 
plaices,  it  was  carried  off  from  the  buildings.    The 
roof  of  the  guard-room  at  Whitehall  was  carried  en^ 
tirely  away,  and  the  great  weathercock  blown  down. 
Two  new  built  turrets  on  the  church  of  St.  Mary, 
Aldermary,  one  of  the  spires  of  St.  Saviour's,  South- 
wark,    and  the  four   pinnacle!^    at  St.   Michael's, 
Crooked-land,  were  entirely  blown  down ;  the  vanes 
a*id  spindles  of  weathercocks  in  many  other  plao^s 
were  bent ;    seversal  houses  near  Moorfields  were 
levetled  to  the  gwund ;  as  were  about  twenty  other 
whole  houses  in  the  out-parts,  with  a  great  number 
d  brfck  walls,  and  the  gable  ends  of  houses  out  of 
number.    Twenty-one  persons  wer6  killed  by  the 
faH  of  the  buildings,  and  dhoxxt  two  hundreid  greatly 
m^timed  in  th^  ruins,  besides  those*  drowned  in  the 
river.     The  loss  sustained  by  the  city  Of  London 
done,  was  estimated  at  two  millions.    The  damage 
at'  sea,  however,  far  exceeded  that  by  land;  for,  in 
that  drea^ul  night,  twelve  men  of  war  were  lost, 
and  upwards  of  eighteen  hundred  men  perished: 
besides  the  loss  of  a  great  jiumber  of  merchant-ships, 
computed  at  a  much  greater  value.    All  the  ships 
Jb  tfhe  river,  four  excepted,  were  driven  from  their 
VOL.  II.  Q  moorings, 
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moorings,  and  thrown  on  shore,  between  Shadwell 
and  Limehouse,  in  the  greatest  confusion.  Upwards 
of  five  hundred  wherries  were  entirely  dashed  to 
pieces ;  above  sixty  barges  were  found  driven  foul 
of  London-bridge;  and  as  many  more  sunk  or 
staved  between  that  and  Hammersmith.  In  short, 
the  prospect  on  the  river  afforded  a  sight  equally 
dismal  with  that  on  the  land. 

An  act  of  common-council  was  passed  in  1704, 
for  regulating  the  nightly  watch  of  the  city,  by  which 
it  was  ordained,  that  a  number  of  strong  able-bodied 
men  should  be  provided  by  each  ward ;  .  and  also 
that  the  deputy  and  common-council  of  every  ward, 
should  have  power  to  oblige  every  person  occupving 
any  house,  shop,  or  warehouse,  either  to  watcn  in 
person,  or  tOipay  for  an  able-bodied  man,  to  be  ap- 
pointed thereto  by  the  said  deputy  and  common- 
council-men;  the  said  watchmen  to  be  provided 
with  a  lantern  and  candle,  and  well  and  sufficiently 
armed  with  halberts;  and  to  watch  from  nine  in  the 
evening  till  seven  in  the  morning,  from  Michaelmas 
to.  the  1st  of  April ;  and  from  ten  till  five  fipom  the 
1st  of  April  to  Michaelmas.  The  total  number  of 
watchmen  appointed  by  this  act,  was  five  hundred 
and  eighty^three. 

The  several  standards  and  colours  taken  by  the 
British  troops  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  where,  by 
the  queien's  order,  put  up  in  Westminster-hall,  on 
the  3d  of  Januaiy,  1705.  They  were  brought  from 
the  Tower,  and  escorted  through,  the  city  by  detach- 
ments from  the  grenadier  and  horse-guards,  and  a 
battalion  of  foot-guards ;  and  amounted  in  the 
whole  to  thirty-four  standards  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  colours. 

In  consequence  of  the  qfiany  dreadful  fires  which 
happened  in  London,  in  1707>  principally  occasioned 
by  the  carelessness  of  servants,  an  act  of  parliament 
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Wad  passed  for  preventing  such  fetal  siccidents  in 
future,  by  which  the  church-wardens  of  each  parish 
within  the  bills  of  mortahty  were  empowered  to  fix 
Firecocks  on  the  main  water-pipes  in  the  street, 
and  to  provide  a  large  and  a  small  hand-engine*  at  the 
expense  of  their  respective  parishes ;  and  it  was  also 
enacted)  that  party-walls  should  be  entirely  of  brick 
or  stone» 

The  prOtestants  of  the  Palatinate,  in  Germany, 
being  stri{^d  of  all  the  conveniences  of  life,  by  the 
French  armies,  that  invaded  and  plundered  their 
country,  near  twelve  thousand  of  those  distressed 
people  found  their  way  to  England,  and  arrived  in 
the  month  of  June,  .1708,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London :  where  they  were  subsisted  by  her  miyesty^s 
benevolence  at  first,  then  by  the  private  charity  of 
the  nobility,  &c.  and,  at  last,  the  sum  of  twenty-two 
thousand  and  thirty-eight  pounds  was  collected  for 
them,  upon  a  brief  issued  for  that  purpose  to  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom*  With  this  relief  three  thousand 
and  upwards  of  them  were  sent  to  Ireland ;  six 
hundred  to  each  of  the  Carolinas,  in  North  America ; 
and  three  thousand  five  hundred  were  transported  to 
New  York,  where,  by  their  industry,  they  cultivated 
such  large  tracts  of  unimproved  land,  as  was  after* 
wards  very  beneficial  to  this  nation. 

This  year  the  fiery  zeal  of  contending  parties 
broke  out  into  a  most  violent  flame  at  the  prosecutioa 
of  Doctor  Henry  Sacheverel,  chaplain  of  St.  Saviour'^, 
South  wark,  before  the  house  of  lords,  on  an  impeach- 
ment of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  by  the  com- 
mons, for  preaching  two  sermons.  The  populace 
were  persuaded  by  the  tories,  that,  instead  of  the 
doctor^s  ruin^  that  of  the  church  was  inteikled  ;  and 
believing  th§  same  to  be  a  contrivance  of  the  presby- 
terians,  breathed  destruction  to  them  and  all  other 
dissenters.    Thus  spirited  up,  they  attacked   the 

meetingvhouse 


116  HIStORY   AND   SURVEY  OJT 

meeting-house  of  Mr.  Bui^ess,  a  presbyterian 
minister,  in  New^court,  Little  Lincoln'8-inn-.fields, 
and  breaking  it  open,  stripped  it  of  its  dooFs,  case- 
ments, sconces,  wainscot,  pews,  and  pulpit,  which 
they  carried  into  LincolnVinn-ftelds ;  and  while 
they  were  erecting  the  same  into  a  pile,  a  party  was 
sent  to  surprise  Burgess  at  his  hou£^e,  in  order  to 
have  burnt  him  in  his  pulpit  on  the  top  of  the  same  : 
but  he  luckily  avoided  their  fury  by  escaping  out  at 
a  back  window.  After  this,  they  divided  into  dif- 
ferent parties,  and  destroyed  the  meeting-houses  in 
St.  JohnVsquare,  New-street,  Drury-lane,  and 
Leather-lane.  But  before  next  morning  this  danger- 
ous tumult  was  suppressed  by  her  majesty's  guards, 
sent  for  that  purpose.  The  trained^bands  were  con- 
Unually  kept  on  duty  during  the  trial  of  the  doctor^ 
who  at  last  was  condemned  not  to  preach  for  three 
years,  and  his  two  sermons  to  be  burnt  at  the  Royal 
Exchange  by  the  coi^mon  hangman. 

The  number  of  houses  and  inhabitants  being 
greatly  increased  in  the  city  of  London  and  its  sub- 
urbs, the  churches  were  thereby  rendered  insufficient 
for  their  accommodation :  wherefore,  the  parliament^ 
in  17 10?  enacted,  that  "  fifty  new  churches  should 
be  erected  in  oar  near  the  populous  cities  off  London 
and  Westotninster^  or  suburbs  thereof.**  Few  which 
purpose  Ihey  laid  a  duty  of  two  shillings  upon  every 
chaldron  or  ton  of  coals  that  should  be  brought  into 
the  port  of  London. 

The  city  of  London,  having  been  greatly  injured 
by  the  number  of  foreigners  who  exercised  manual 
operations  and  retail  trades,  in  contradiction  ta  the 
laws  and  custonEis  of  the  city,  an  act  of  commmi- 
eouncit  was  passed  in  this  year,  "  That  rM>  person 
whatsoever,  not  being  free  of  the  city,  shall,  by  any 
colour,  wav,  or  means,  •  whatsoever,  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  himself  or  any  other,  use,  exereisei, 

or 
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or  occupy,  any  art,  trade,  mystery,  maliual  occupa- 
tion, or  handicraft  whatsoever;  or  keep  any  shop, 
room,  or  place  whatsoever,  inward  or  outward,  for 
show,  sale,  of  putting  to  sale,  of  any  wares  or  mer- 
chandize whatsoever,  by  way  of  retail,  within  the 
said  city,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  upon  pain  to  for- 
feit five  pounds.  And  that  what  freeman  soever  does 
set  any  person,  that  is  not  free,  on  work,  knowing, 
and  having  notice  given  to  him,  that  such  person,  so 
by  him  to  be  set  to  work,  is  a  foreigner,  shall  forfeit 
five  pounds.  And  that  the  freeman,  who  employs  a 
foreigner  to  sell  by  retail,  shall  also  forfeit  five  pounds 
for  every  oflfence/* 

A  rumour  being  spread,  in  1719,  that  the  mi- 
nistry were  plotting  for  the  pretender  s  accession 
to  the  crown,  the  trading  part  of  the  city  were  so 
intimidated  at  it,  that  a  total  stop  was  put  to  all 
commerce,  and  the  general  credit  of  the  nation  suf- 
fered greatly.  In  this  critical  juncture,  the  queen 
found  it  necessary,  for  the  support  of  credit,  and  to 
prevent  the  citizens  from  entering  into  associations,, 
or  schemes,  by  which  the  measures  of  government 
might  be  impeded,  to  send  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  aldermen  and  citizens, 
"  to  the  intent  that  they  might  all,  in  their  several 
stations,  contribute  to  discountenance,  and  put  a 
stop  to,  those  malicious  rumours,  spread  by  evil- 
disposed  persons,  to  the  prejudice  of  credit,  and  the 
imminent  hazard  of  the  pubUc  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. 

In  the  year  1713,  a  peace  being  made  with  France, 
it  was  publicly  proclaimed  in  London,  on  the  7th  of 
July ;  on  which  occasion  both  houses  of  parliament 
attended  a  general  thanksgiving,  at  St.  PauPs,  Her 
majesty,  being  ill  of  the  gout,  was  unable  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  solemnitv. 

The 
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The  report  about  the  pretender  gained  so  much 
credit,  and  was  so  publicly  avowed  by  the  papists 
and  non-jurors,  who  openly  wrote  in  defence  of  his 
claim  to  the  crown,  and  went  so  far  as  to  enlist  men 
for  his  service,  that,  to  quiet  the  people's  minds,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  publish  a  proclamation,  with 
a  reward  of  five  thousand  pounds,  for  apprehending 
the  pretender:  and  this,  in  some* measure,  dispellea 
the  gloomy  apprehensions  of  the  citizens,  who,  in  a 
very  loyal  address,  thanked  her  majesty  for  publish- 
ing so  seasonable  a  proclamation. 

Many  irregularities  being  complained  of  in  the 
coal-meter's  office,  in  the  city,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  them ;  whose  report  being 
approved  of,  the  court  of  lord  mayor  and  aldermen 
made  an  order  for  their  future  regulation,  in  con- 
formity to  the  ancient  method  and  uss^e. 
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CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover.'^^His  Majesty  enter- 
tained  at  GnildhalL — histructions  to  the  City  Represen- 
tatives.--Threatened  Invasion.^-RelelUon.-'tiard  Frost. 
Mug-house  Riots. — The  Magistrates  of  the  City  omit  to 
subscribe  the  Declaration  against  the  solemn  League  and^ 
Covenant.-— Committee  of  the  Lords  to  inquire  into  the 
JExpenditure  of  the  City  Cash.— Frequency  of  Robberies. 
-•^South-Sea  Bubble. — Prohibition  against  the  Use  of 
Indian  Calicoes.'— Quarantine, — Conspiracy  in  Favour 
of  the  Pretender. — Number  of  Horses  in  London. — Esta- 
blishment  of  Chelsea  lVater'Works.—-Act  relative  to 

'  Party .  JValls. — Contested  Election  for  Lord  May  or. -"^ 
Act  of  Parliament  for  regulating  Elections. — Treaty 
between  Germany  and  Spain.^-Orator  Henley. — Foun^ 
datum  of  Guy's  Hospital. — Mutiny  in  Newgate. — Death 
of  George  /• 

On  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  which  happened 
on  the  1st  of  August,  1714,  George  Lewis,  Elector 
of  Hanover,  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great  Britain, 
&c.  with  the  usual  solemnities :  soon  after  which  his 
majesty  made  his  public  entry  into  London,  accom- 
panied by  his  son.  Prince' George.  In  a  few  days 
after,  the  city  and  lieutenancy  addressed  his  majesty, 
in  form,  at  St.  James's ;  who,  in  reply,  said,  "  1  take 
these  addresses  very  kindly.  I  have  lately  been 
made  sensible  of  what  consequence  the  city  of  Lon- 
don  is,  and  therefore  shall  be  sure  to  take  all  their 
privileges  and  interests  into  my  particular  protection.'* 
And,  as  an  immediate  mark  of  his  favour,  he  confer- 
red the  honour  of  knighthood  on  John  Ward,  Gerard 
0>nyers,  Thomas  Scawen,  Peter Delme,  Joseph  I^w- 
r^nce,  and  Robert  Child,  Esquires. 

His  majesty  having  received  an  invitation  from 
Ae  city,  to  dine  at  Guildhall  on  the  approaching  lord 

mayor's 
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mayor's  day,  he  was  graciously  pleased  to  accept  of 
the  same ;  at  which  time,  his  majesty  and  their 
royal  highnesses  the  Ptince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
attended  by  a  numerous  train  of  nobility,  went  to 
khe  usual  place  of  standings  opposite  Bbw-chwrch,  in 
Cheapside,  and,  after  having  beheld  the  pompous 
cavalcade,  were  conducted  by  the  sheriflfe  to  Guild- 
hall, where  they  were  sumptuously  entertained  by 
the  citizens,  who  exerted  the  utmost  of  their  abilities 
to  convince  them  of  their  loyalty  and  affection  for 
his  majesty's  person  and  government.  And  the  lord 
mayor,  having  the  honour  to  present  the  first  glass 
of  wine  to  the  king,  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  or- 
der a  patent  to  be  passed  fov creating  his  lordshipa  ba- 
ronet of  this  kingdom,  and,  at  the  same  time^  ordered 
one  thousand  pounds  to  be  paid  ^  to  the  sheriiis,  for 
the  relief  and  discharge  of  poor  people  imprisoned 
for  debt. 

The  detestation  in  which  the  citizens  held  the 
proceedings  of  the  late  ministry,  and  the  dishonour- 
able peace  they  had  concluded  with  France,  wa^ 
strongly  expressed  in  their  spirited  instructions  td 
the  members  chosen  to  represent  them  in  pariia-^ 
ment.  Their  preamble  was  as  follows :  "  We,  the 
citizens  of  London,  who  have  cheerfully  elected  you 
to  serve  us  in  parliament,  and  thereby  committed  to 
your  trust  the  safety,  liberty,  property,  and  privileges, 
of  us  and  our  posterity,  think  it  our  duty,  as  it  is  our 
undoubted  right,  to  acquaint  you  what  we  desire  and 
expect  from  you,  in  discharge  of  the  great  confidence 
we  repose  in  you,  and  what  we  take  to  be  your  duty 
as  our  representatives.^^  Eighteen  specific  articles  are 
then  directed  to  be  inquired  into;  and  the  paper 
concludes  thus : 

19.  That  you  not  only  concur  in  such  inquiries^ 

but  also,  in  a  parliamentary  way,  to  bring  such  to 

justice,  as  shall  be  found  guilty  of  those  mismanage- 

1  ments : 
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ttients:  tliis  being  a  duty  owing  to  ourselves,  as  well 
as  our  confederates,  and  indispensably  necessary  for 
retrieving  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  restoring  a 
due  confidence  and  harmony  betwixt  us  and  our 
allies. 

20.  That  you  concur  in  making  such  laws  as  shall 
be  thought  necessary  for  the  better  security  of  the 
churches  of  &)gland  and  Scotland,  as  severally  by 
the  laws  established,  and  for  suppressing  and  pre* 
venting  those  seditious  and  groundless  clamours  of 
the  church  of  England  being  in  danger  by  his  ma-« 
jesty's  administration. 

31.  That  you  concur  in  giving  the  king  such  sums 
as  shall  be  thought  necessary  for  enabling  his  ma* 
jesty  to  defend  the  nation,  to  support  and  retrieve 
trade,  and  to  keep  the  balance  of  Europe,  which  is 
threatened  with  a  new  war,  by  the  intrigues  of  our 
common  enemies. 

The  king  having  informed  the  parliament  of  his 
receiving  certain  advices  from  abroad,  of  an  intended 
invasion  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  the  corporation 
of  London,  and  the  merchants,  and  other  traders  of 
the  same  city,  presented  separate  addresses  to  his 
majesty  on  the  occasion^  containing  the  strongest 
assurances  of  their  loyalty  and  support,  in  defence 
of  his  royal  person  and  government 

This  threatened  invasion,  however,  sOon  after^ 
wards  turned  out  to  be  an  open  rebellion,  fomented 
and  brought  about  in  Scotland,  by  the  Earl  of  Mar, 
who  raised  the  pretender's  standsurd  at  Braemar,  on 
the  9th  of  September;  but  this  rebellion  was  of  short 
duration* 

The  winter  of  this  year  is  remarkable  for  a  hard 
frost,  which  began  in  the  last  week  of  November, 
and  continued,  with  some  short  intermissions,  until 
the  9th  of  February ;  the  severity  of  it  was  greater 
than  any  man  living  could  remember;  the  Thames 

VOL.  II.  R  having 
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having  been  frozen,  nearly  the  whole  time,  so 
strongly,  that  all  sorts  of  wares  were  sold  on  it ;  and, 
on  the  19th  of  January,  two  large  oxen  were  roasted 
whole  upon  the  ice.  The  vast  quantities  of  snow 
that  fell,  at  different  times,  during  this  frost,  made 
the  streets  of  London  almost  impassable. 

By  a  long  dry  season,  the  fresh  water  stream  of 
the  Thames  was  reduced  so  low,  that,  on  the  1 3th 
of  December,  1717»  a  strong  wind  from  the  west- 
south-west,  having  kept  back  the  water  fmm  the  sea, 
many  thousands  of  people  crossed  the  river  on  foot» 
both  above  and  below  London-bridge,  and  walked 
through  mofiit  of  the  arches. 

In  the  year  1718,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen, 
being  apprehensive  of  receiving  trouble  from  de* 
signing  men,  for  their  neglect  to  subscribe  the  de- 
claration against  the  solemn  league  and  covenant  at 
their  admission  into  office,  addressed  his  majesty, 
praying  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
such  directions  and  orders  therein,  as  should  effec- 
tually quiet  the  minds  of  his  petitioners,  &c.  To 
which  address  his  majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
return  the  following  answer:  "  lam  fully  persuaded 
of  your  duty  and  affection  to  me  and  my  govern- 
ment ;  and  I  take  this  application  kindly,  as  it  is  a 
mark  of  your  trust  and  confidence  in  me.  I  shall  he, 
glad,  not  only  for  your  sakes,  but  my  own,  if  any 
defects,  which  may  touch  the  rights  of  my  good 
subjects^  are  discovered  in  my  time ;  since  that  will 
furnish  me  with  means  of  giving  you,  and  all  my 
people,  an  indisputable  proof  of  my  tenderness  for 
their  privileges,  and  how  unwilling  I  shall  be  to  takQ 
advantage  of  their  mistakes.'^ 
.  Complaint  being  made  to  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
in  the  year  1719v  that  great  sums  of  money  had 
been  issued  out  of  the  chamber  of  London,  to  prose- 
cute law-suits  upon  controverted  elections,  the  lords 

appointed 
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Appointed  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  com- 
plaint, who  found  that,  subsequent  to  the  13th  of 
November,  1711?  the  city  had  paid  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds 
ten  shillings,  for  these  purposes,  in  the  wards  of 
Langbourn,  Tower,  and  Cheap;  and  that  notions 
of  the  suitS)  so  ordered  to  be  carried  on  by  the  com- 
mon-council, and  for  which  so  great  a  sum  of  money 
had  been  expended,  were  ever  determined  in  favour 
of  the  prosecutors :  whereupon  the  house  came  to 
the  following  resolution :  "  Resolved,  by  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  in  parliament  assembled,  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  the  common- 
councils  of  London,  having  issued  great  sums  of 
money  out  of  the  chamber  of  London,  in  maintain- 
ing several  suits  of  law  between  citizen  and  citizen, 
relating  to  controverted  elections,  have  abused  their 
trust,  and  been  guilty  of  great  partiality,  and  of  gross 
mismanagement  of  the  city  treasure,  and  a  violation 
of  the  freedom  of  elections  in  the  city/' 

Robberies  were  now  become  so  intolerable,  within 
and  about  the  metropolis,  that  it  was  thought  to  de- 
serve the  consideration  and  power  of  government,  to 
put  a  check  thereunto.  Wherefore  a  proclamation 
was  published,  promising  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  for  apprehending  any  highwayman  within 
five  miles  of  London. 

The  most  prominent  of  the  transactions  of  the 
year  1790,  never  had,  nor,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  never 
will  have,  its  parallel,  in  the  annals  of  the  metropo- 
lis, and  may  serve  as  a  perpetual  memento  to  legisla- 
tors, of  the  danger  of  suffering  the  honest  industry 
of  a  nation  to  be  diverted  from  its  regular  course,  by 
fallacious  speculations  and  visionary  projectSs  The 
effects  of  the  South-Sea  bubble  have  ceased  too  long 
to  make  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  detailed  account 
of  all  the  ruinous  schemes  which  folbwed  the  legisla* 

tive 
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tive  sanction  given  to  the  first:  a  few  of  the  most 
striking  occurrences  must,  however,  be  selected. 

The  South-Sea  Cc»npany  had  been  very  success^ 
ful  in  taking  in  the  irredeemable  annuities  of  the 
lottery  of  1710,  and,  the  reduction  of  the  remainder 
of  such  securities,  which  were  to  a  considerable 
amount,  being  a  great  object  with  the  ministry,  the 
directors  of  this  company  were  encouraged  to  offer 
proposals  for  bringing  them  all  into  a  redeemable 
state.    Accordingly,  in  January,  1790,  the  company 
offered  to  give  three  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  to  the  public,  for  the  privilege  of  taking  the 
irredeemable  annuitieis,  with  part  of  the  redeemable 
debt,  into  their  capital  stock,  either  by  purchase,  or 
by  subscription.    This  excited  the  jealousy  of  the 
Bank,  who,  on  the  same  day,  offered  five  millions  for 
this  privilege.    Other  proposals  were  made  by  both 
companies ;  but  the  last  bidding  of  the  Soutli-Sea 
Company,  amounting  to  seven  millions  five  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  was 
accepted,  and  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed,  to 
enable  them  to  carry  it  into  effect.  So  great  was  the 
infetuation,  that,  notwithstanding  many  enlightened 
members  of  the  legislature  pointed  out  the  ruinous 
consequences  of  the  measure,  as  well  to  the  nation 
as  to  individuals,  the  ministry  would  yield  to  no  ob- 
jections, nor  could  the  speculators  be  diverted  from 
their  purpose:  even  before  the  bill  had  passed,  the 
price  of  that  stock  rose  to  three  hundred  and  nine- 
teen per  cent,  and,  by  Midsummer,  was  at  upwards 
of  one  thousand  per  cent* 

This  fi^n^  also  affected  the  value  of  East-India 
and  Bank  stocks;  for,  as  people  began  to  return  to 
their  senses,  they  got  rid  of  their  stock  in  the  South* 
Sea  and  other  bubblesi)  as  they  were  justly  termed, 
and  invested  the  money  in  these  two,  the  greater 
^curity  of  which  became  soon  apparent ;  and  East- 
India 
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India  stock  rose  to  four  hundred  and  forty-five  per 
cent,  and  Bank  stock  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  per 
cent.  The  advanced  price  upon  all  the  stocks,  about 
Midsummer  of  this  year,  was  estimated  at  five  hun- 
dred millions  steiiing,  or  about  five  times  as  much 
as  the  current  cash  of  all  Europe. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  yfear,  the  holders  of 
South-Sea  stock  were  fatally  convinced  of  their  cre- 
dulity: the  bubble  burst;  and  nobles,  merchants^ 
clergy,  bankers,  lawyers,  and  tradesmen,  were  in- 
volved in  common  ruin  !  Many,  unable  to  stand  the 
shock  of  poverty  and  contempt,  terminated  their 
woes  by  suicide ;  others  lingered  out  a  miserable 
exist^K!e,  till  a  broken  heart  put  a  period  to  their 
misfortunes ;  numbers  withdrew  to  remote  parts  of 
the  world,  from  whence  they  never  returned ;  and 
the  shock  given  to  traders  of  every  description,  was 
such,  that  bankruptcy  becan^  iasbicmable.  Some 
retaliation  was,  however,  afterwards  made  by  the 
parliament,  who  passed  an  act,  whereby  the  directors 
were  compelled  to  forfeit  their  estates,  for  the  relief 
of  thousands  whom  they  had  ruined  by  their  ini- 
quitous proce^ings. 

Though  the  South-Sea  scheme  was  the  most  dis- 
astrous in  its  consequences,  and  may  be  considered 
as  the  original  cause  of  all  the  evils  which  followed, 
yet  this  chimerical  traffic  had  seized  the  minds  of  all 
lanks  so  completely,  that  prcgects-  of  the  most  absurd 
nature,  without  the  sanction  of  parliament,  or  even 
the  name  of  an  individual,  to  give  them  the  appear- 
ance of  stability,  were  sold  for  upwards  of  six  time* 
their  nominal  value.  Of  upwards  of  two  hundred 
schemes  of  this  description,  one  will  be  sufficient  to 
show  the  nature  of  these  transactions.  Globe  per- 
mits were  currently  sold  in  the  Alley  for  sixty  gui- 
neas, and  upwards,  each.  These  pentiits,  which 
were  square  bits  of  playing  cards,  with  an  impression 
of  4he  sign  of  the  Globe  Tavern,  in  wax,  and  with- 
out 
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out  any  signature,  entitled  the  holders  of  them  to 
subscribe  to  a  new  sail-cloth  manufactory,  which,  bs 
may  be  supposed,  never  was  established.  Yet  all 
men  were  not  infatuated ;  and  one  adv^tisement  in 
a  weekly  newspaper,  burlesqued  the  prevailing  mad- 
ness in  the  following  strain :  "  At  a  certain  (sham) 
place,  on  Tuesday  next,  books  will  be  opened  for  a 
subscription  of  two  millions,  for  the  invention  of 
melting  down  saw-dust  and  chips,  and  casting 
them  into  clean  deal  boards,  without  cracka  or 
knots !'' 

The  wear  of  printed  Indian  calicoes,  both  in  appa« 
rel  and  household  furniture,  was  at  this  time  become 
80  universal,  as  to  be  a  great  detriment  and  obstruc- 
tion to  both  the  woollen  and  silk  manufactures  of 
the  kingdom.  This  had  occasioned  several  riots  and 
tumults  of  the  weaveris,  in  London,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  redress  a  grievance  in  which  so  many 
families  were  interested :  an  act  of  parliament  was 
therefore  passed,  in  1721^  imposing  a  fine  of  five 
pounds,  for  each  offence,  on  the  wearer  of  these  arti- 
cles, and  twenty  pounds  on  the  seller. 

About  this  time,  the  plague  raging  violently  at 
Marseilles,  in  France,  the  parliament,  fearful  it  should 
approach  this  kingdom,  passed  an  act  for  performing 
quarantine ;  wherein  it  was  enacted,  that  every  in- 
fected place  should  be  inclosed,  and  shut  up,  by  a 
line  or  trench,  in  order  to  cut  off  all  communication; 
and  that  all  persons  endeavouring  to  escape  from  the 
said  infected  place,  without  having  regularly  per- 
formed quarantine,  should  suffer  death,  as  feloni^ 
convict,  without  benefi};  of  clergy. 

The  citizens  of  London,  apprehending  that  not 
only  their  rights  and  privileges,  but  likewise  that  the 
trade  and  prosperity  of  the  city  were  greatly  affected 
by  this  act ;  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  common- 
council,  and  merchants,  petitioned  the  House  of 
Lords  against  three  clauses  in  the  said  act,  then 
2  under 
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Wider  their  ^lordships'  consideration.  After  some 
debates,  the  question  being  put  that  the  said  petition 
be  received, It  passed  in  the  negative  by  a  majority 
of  sixty-three  against  twenty-two  voices.  But 
though  the  petition  was  rejected,  a  bill  was  soon 
after  brought  in  and  passed  both  houses,  for  repeal* 
ing  the  clauses  that  affected  the  city  of  London. 

Advice  being  received,  in  the  year  1722,  of  a 
most  treacherous  conspiracy  carried  on  in  favour  of 
the  pretender.  Viscount  Townshend,  one  of  the 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  by  his  majesty's  com- 
mand, wrote  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  acquainting 
him  with  this  circumstance ;  a  very  loyal  and  duti- 
ful address  was  presented  on  the  following  day  by  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  sheriffs,  and  recorder,  of  Lon- 
don, which  was  very  graciously  received. 

On  the  same  day  a  proclamation  was  published 
for  putting  the  laws  in  force  against  papists  and.; 
nonjurors,  commanding  all  papists  and  reputed 
papists  to  remove  from  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  all  places  within  ten  miles  of  the 
same. 

This  was  accompanied  with  every  precaution  a 
wise  and  able  government  could  suggest.  Amongst 
other  things  the  privy-council  ordered  the  several 
lieutenancies,  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  to  return 
a  true  and  just  acqount  of  the  number  of  horses 
found  within  their  several  jurisdictions;  when  the 
sum  total  did  not  amount  to  more  than  seventeen 
thousand  six  hundred  and  one,  including  saddle- 
horses,  coach-horses,  and  draught-horses.  In  which 
account  there  is  no  mention  made  of  the  borough  of 
Southwark,  nor  of  any  part  on  that  side  of  the  river 
Thames. 

The  vast  increase  of  buildings  in  the  western 
suburb  of  London  requiring  a  greater  supply  of  fresh 
W^ter  than  the  existing  works  could  furnish,  an  act 

of 
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of  psffliament  was  passed  in  this  year,  authorising  a 
newly  erected  company,  called  tibe  Chelsea  water- 
ccNBpany,  to  dig  basons,  reservoirs,  &c.  for  the  bettar 
supply  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Westminster,  and 
parts  adjacent,  with  water. 

Various  disputes  having  arisen  among  the  citizens 
about  party-walls  and  water-spouts,  application  was 
made  to  parliament  to  put  an  end  to  tliese  conten- 
tions, by  whom  it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  person 
refused  or  neglected  to  build  his  share  of  a  par^-wall, 
after  due  notice  given  him,  his  next  neighbour  may 
build  it  for  him,  and  oblige  the  person  so  neglecting 
to  pay  the  charges  of  rebuilding  it.  And  it  was 
further  enacted,  th^t  the  water,  falling  from  the  tops 
of  houses,  balconies,  and  penthouses,  shall  be  con- 
veyed into  channels  orkennels,by  pipes  in  thefront  or 
sides  of  the  house,  under  the  pensdty  of  twenty 
pounds. 

The  election  of  lord  mayor  for  the  city  of  London, 
this  year,  coming  on,  as  usual,  at  the  common  hall, 
on  the  29th  of  September,  Sir  Gerard  G^nyers  and 
Sir  Peter  Delme,  gentlemen,  both  of  great  fortune 
and  merit,  and  also  the  two  aldermen  next  the  chair, 
were  put  in  nomination,  and  declared  to  have  the 
majority  of  hands.  But  a  poll  was  demanded,  and 
granted,  for  Sir  George  Mertins  -and  Sir  Francis 
Forbes:  which  began  on  the  1st  of  October  and 
ended  on  the  third.  And  next  day  the  sheriffs  de- 
clared that  they  had  cast  up  the  poll,  and  that  the 
majority  of  votes  had  fallen  upon  Sir  Gerard  Conyers 
and  Sir  Peter  Delme :  who,  being  returned  to  the 
court  of  aldermen,  they  made  choice  of  the  former: 
which,  in  all  probability,  brought  on  the  following 
application  to  parliament. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  ITS*,  many  citizens  of 
London  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons,  setting 
forth  several  grievances  they  laboured  under  in  the 

said 
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Baid  city»  and  praying,  '5  Thiit,  for  promoting  the 
welfare,  for  preserving  the  hberties,  the  peace  and 
tranquilUty  of  the  said  city,  and  for  settling  elections 
in  the  said  city,  on  a  just  and  lastjng  foundation^  the 
house  would  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and 
give  the  petitioners  such  relief  as  the  house  should 
think  fit/^  Whereupon  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in,  for  regulating  elections  in  the  city  of  London ; 
and  for  preserving  the  peace,  good  order,  and 
government  of  the  said  city. 

This  bill  created  a  great  ferment  in  the  city,  and 
was  strongly  opposed  in  the  ^puse  of  Conunons  by 
three  of  the  city  representatives,  who  received  the 
thanks  of  the  court  of  common-council  for  their 
strenuous  endeavours  to  prevent  it  from  passing  into 
a  law. 

On  the  S4th  of  March,  printed  papers  were  dis- 
persed, inviting  the  citizens  to  assemble  at  Guildhall 
the  next  day,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to 
consider  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  but  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen,  resenting  this  measure  as  a  violation 
of  their  authority,  ordered  the  gates  of  the  hall  to  be 
shut  as  soon  as  the  business  of  the  common-council, 
which  had  been  called  on  the  occasion,  should  be 
finished.  The  lord  mayor  also  sent  information  of 
what  had  passed  to  the  ministry;  upon  which  the 
guards  at  St.  James's,  Leicester^house,  and  Somerset- 
house,  were  doubled,  and  such  other  precautions 
were  taken  as  kept  all  things  quiet ;  the  heads  of 
the  bill  were  also  printed,  that  the  citizens  might 
be  better  informed  of  the  law  intended  to  b^ 
passed. 

As  soon  as  the  citizens  knew  the  contents  of  it, 
and  that  it  was  sent  up  to  theHouse  of  Lords  for  their 
determination,  a  great  number  of  them  petitioned 
the  house  against  it,  as  being  injurious  to  their  liber- 
ties.    After  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  it  was 

VOL.  II.  s  proposed 
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proposed  by  their  lordships  to  ask  the  opinions  of  the 
judges,  "  whether  this  bill  affects  any  of  the  prescript 
tions,  privileges,  customs,  and  liberties,  of  the  said 
city  of  London,  restored  to  them,  or  preserved  by 
the  act  passed  in  the  second  year  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  for  reversing  the  judgment  on  the 
Quo  Warranto  against  the  city  of  London,  and  for 
restoring  the  said  city  to  its  ancient  rights  and  pri- 
vileges/' 

Various  debates  arising  thereupon,  the  question 
was  put,  "  Whether  the  judges  shall  deliver  their 
opinions  upon  the  said  proposed  question  ?*'  This 
was  at  length  determined  in  the  negative,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  bill  passed  into  a  law ;  but  the 
fifteenth  clause,  by  which  a  negative  in  passing  acts 
of  common-council,  was  given  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  was  afterwards  repealed. 

A  treaty  of  peace  having  been  concluded  between 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  King  of  Spain, 
vety  disadvantageous  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Great  Britain,  and  calculated  to  destroy  the  chief 
branches  of  the  British  trade,  and  to  favour  the  pre- 
tender, the  citizens  of  London  on  this  occasion  pre- 
sented an  address  to  the  king,  containing  the  warmest 
professions  of  attachment  to  his  person  and  govern- 
ment, and  the  strongest  assurances  of  their  support 
against  the  designs  of  their  common  enenaies.  His 
majesty  not  only  returned  them  his  hearty  thanks^ 
for  this  additional  mark  of  their  affection,  but  also 
entertained  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common*, 
council  in  a  very  sumptuous  manner  at  dinner  in  his 
palace  at  St.  James's,  attended  by  the  principal 
ministers  of  state,  and  a  great  number  of  the 
nobility. 

About  this  time  Orator  Henley,  the  son  of  a 
worthy  divine,  set  up  a  new  sect  under  the  title  of 
an  Oratory :    to  promote  which,  he   informed  the 

public 
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|)ublic,  that  on  the  third  of  July  the  oratory  ivould  be 
opened;  that  the  fundamental  authority  of  this  in- 
stitution, considered  as  a  churchy  would  be  the  same 
with  that  of  all  the  modern  churches  ;  that  is,  "  a  legal 
liberty  of  private  judgment  in  reli'  on,  which  is  the 
very  principle  of  the  reformatietf,  t..*e  basis  of  all  the 
protestant  interest,  and^the  most  valuable  branch  of 
the  freedom  of  our  constitution."  At  the  same  time, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  disturbance  that  might  arise 
on  account  of  his  separation  from  the  churchy  in 
which  he  had  been  ordained  a  priest,  he  resolved  to 
shelter  himself  under  the  canon  of  the  toleration  act ; 
for  which  purpose  be  took  the  oaths  of  abjuration 
and  allegiance,  before  the  bench  of  justices  at  Hicks^s 
Hall. 

The  place  Mr.  Henley  adapted  for  his  oratory 
was  very  remarkable,  and  befitting  his  novel  institu- 
tion ;,  being  a  sort  of  wooden  booth,  built  over  the 
shambles  in  Newport  market,  near  Leiciester-fields, 
formerly  used  for  a  temporary  meeting-house  of  a 
calvinistical  congregation.  After  which  he  moved 
near  to  the  west  entrance  into  Clare-market. 

Although  his  private  fortune  was  greatly  increased 
bj;^money  paid  for  admission  into  his  oratory  for 
upwards  of  thirty-five  years,  yet  he  could  never 
form  an  established  congregation  ;  nor  does  it  appear 
that  his  religion  gained  him  one  proselyte  ;  his  whole 
system  and  conduct  for  that  time  exhibiting  nothing 
more  than  satire,  burlesque,  and  grimace. 

In  this  year  Guy^s  Hospital  was  built,  at  the  sole 
expense  of  Mr.  Thomas  Guy,  formerly  a  bookseller 
in  London,  and  afterwards  member  of  parliament  for 
Tamworth,  his  native  place. 

In  the  year  1 726,  some  malefactors  under  sentence 
of  death  in  Newgate,  having  been  previously  sup- 
pUed  with  arms,  barricaded  the  door  of  the  cell  on 
the  morning  appointed  for  their  execution ;   intima- 
tion 
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tion  whereof  being  sent  to  the  sheriff,  he  went  to  the 
prison,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  to  sur- 
render ;  but  they  remained  obstinate,  on  which,  the 
keepers  fired  in  upon  them  firom  above ;  and,  after 
receiving  several  wounds,  they  surrendered,  and 
were  executed  according  to  their  sentence.  The 
sheriff,  however,  was  seized  with  the  goal  distemper, 
of  which  he  soon  after  died. 

On  the  eleventh  of  June,  1727»  his  majesty, 
George  I.  died  at  Osnaburgh,  in  the  sixty-eighth 
year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirteenth  of  his  reign. 
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CHAP.  XXXVII. 

Accession  of  George  IL — The  Royal  Farnily  entertained  at 
Guildhall. — Attempt  to  rob  the  Queen. — Vessels  arrived 
in  the  Port  of  London  withinsthe  Year. — High  Tide,-^ 
Epidemical  Distemper. --^Fleet^market  luilt. — Opposi^ 
turn  to  the  Excise-bilL'-^Bill  to  prevent  Stock-jobbings 
^^Contestfor  the  Office  of  Chamberlain.'^Law-suit  re^ 
lative  to  the  City's  Jurisdiction  in  Black-friars, — Act  of 
Common-council  for  regulating  Bakers.'^Law  for 
lighting  the  City. — Play-nouses  put  under  Restrictions* 
'•^-Petition  of  the  London  Merchants  against  Spain. — 
The  Spanish  Convention  disapproved  by  the  Citizens.'--^ 
Petition  against  it. -^Ministerial  Insolence. "^Storm.^-^ 
War  with  Spain. 

On  the  demise  of  K^ng  George  I.  his  only  son, 
George,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  was  proclaimed  king, 
in  London,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1727?  by  the  name 
of  George  II.  Two  days  after  his  majesty^s  proclama*- 
tion,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-coun- 
cil, addressed  his  majesty  aijd  the  queen,  separately, 
in  a  most  loyal  and  affectionate  manner.  And  at  a 
court  of  common-council,  held  on  the  6th  of 
October  following,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
invite  their  majesties,  and  their  royal  highness  the 
prince  and  princesses  to  dinner,  at  Guildhall,  on  the 
approaching  lord  mayor's  day ;  pursuant  to  which, 
the  lord  mayor  elect,  with  the  sheriffs  and  recorder, 
were  ordered  to  wait  on  their  majesties  to  know  their 
royal  pleasure ;  at  the  same  time,  a  committee  of 
four  aldermen  and  eight  Commoners  were  appointed 
to  attend  his  majesty,  to  beg  leave  to  put  up  the 
pictures  of  him  and  his  royaJ  consort  in  Guildhall. 
His  majesty  being  accordingly  attended  on  both 
these  occasions,  he  was  pleased  to  accept  of  the 
former,  and  comply  with  the  latter ;  information  of 
1  which 
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which  being  the  next  day  given  in  conimon-counciF, 
a  committee  of  eight  aldermen  and  sixteen  common- 
ers were  appointied  to  superintend  the  entertainment 
to  be  provided  on  the  occasion. 

On  the  appointed  day  their  majesties,  with  the 
duke  and  princesses,  attended  by  the  great  officers 
of  state,  the  foreign  ministers,  and  a  numerous  train 
of  the  nobility,  came  into  the  city,  and,  at  the  usual 
place  appointed  for  the  purpose,  beheld  the  proces- 
sion ;  after  which  they  were  conducted  to  Guildhall, 
at  the  entrance  whereof,  the  lord  mayor,  kneeling, 
presented  the  city  sword  to  the  king,  who  im- 
mediately returning  the  same,  it  was  carried  before 
their  majesties  to  the  council-chamber,  where  the 
recorder,  in  the  name  of  the  city,  made  an  appro- 
priate speech.  Their  majesties  and  the  princesses 
then  proceeded  to  the  hustings,  where  they  were 
most  suinptuously  entertained;  after  which,  they 
honoured  the  ball  with  their  presence  till  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  At  his  departure  his 
majesty  ordered  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  to 
be  paid  to  the  sheriffs,  for  the  relief  and  discharge  of 
poor  insolvent  debtors.  The  expense  of  this  enter- 
tainment, as  it  is  recorded  in  the  chamber  of  London, 
amounted  to  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  pounds  four  shillings. 

In  the  year  1728,  a  daring  project  was  concerted 
to  rob  the  queen  on  her  return  at  night  from  the 
city,  as  was  afterwards  confessed  by  one  of  the  gang 
when  under  sentence  of  death.  This  scheme,  how- 
ever, was  happily  frustrated  by  the  villains  being 
busily  employed,  at  the  time  her  majesty  passed,  in 
robbing  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  Alderman  of  London, 
as  he  was  returning  in  his  chariot  from  the  House 
of  Commons.  This  circumstance,  together  with  the 
great  number  of  robberies  which  had  been  committed 
in  the  most  daring  manner  within  the  cities  of  Lon- 

doa 
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don  and  Westminster,  greatly  alarmed  both  the  court 
and  city ;  and  letters  were  immediately  sent  from  the 
secretaries  of  state  to  all  the  magistrates,  enjoining 
them  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress 
such  villainies,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 

An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  state  of  the  com- 
merce of  I^ndon  at  this  period  by  the  number  of 
vessels  which  arrived  at  its  port  between  Christmas, 
1727,  and  Christmas,  1728;  viz.  from  foreign  ports, 
British  vessels,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine;  foreign  ships,  two  hundred  ^nd  thirteen ; 
coasters,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  :  Total,  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  vessels. 

On  the  last  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1731, 
the  tide  in  the  river  Thames  rose  so  high,  that  it 
overflowed  Wapping,  Tooley-street,  and  many  other 
places,  and  did  incredible  damage  by  fiUing  cellarsp 
and  warehouses,  and  spoiling  great  quantities  of 
diflferent  sorts  of  merchandize. 

A  short  time  after,  an  epidemical  distemper,  which 
consisted  of  a  cold,  attended  with  a  fever,  raged  for 
some,  time  with  such  violence  in  the  city  of  London, 
that  it  took  off  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  bill  of  mortality,  in  one  week,  was  increased  to 
six  times  its  usual  number. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1733,  ^  petition  was 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  by  the  sheriffs 
of  London,  from  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
coihmon -council,  setting  forth,  that  by  an  act  of 
parliament  made  in  the  22d  year  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  IL  intituled,  "An  additional  act  for  re- 
building the  city  of  London,  uniting  of  parishes,  and 
/rebuilding  of  the  cathedral  and  parochical  churches 
within  the  said  city ;''  the  channel  of  Bridewell-- 
4ock,  from   the  river  Thames  to  Hblbom-bridge, 

was 
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was  directed  to  be  sunk  to  a  sufficient  level,  to  make 
}t  navigable,  under  such  limitations  as  are  prescribed 
by  the  said  act :  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act^ 
the  channel  was  soon  after  made  navigable,  from 
the  Thames  to  Holborn-bridge ;  but  that  the  profits 
arising  from  the  navigation  had  not  answered  the 
charge  of  making;  that  part  of  the  said  channel^ 
from  Fleet-bridge  to  Holborn-bridge,  instead  of  be- 
ing useful  to  trade,  as  was  intended,  is  filled  up  with 
mud,  and  become  a  common  nuisance,  and  that  se<- 
veral  persons- have  lost  their  lives  by  falhng  into  it: 
that  the  expense  of  cleansing  and  repairing  the  same 
will  b^  very  great,  and  that  a  greater  annual  charge 
will  be  required  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  than  the 
profits  arising  therefrom  will  defray.  They  there- 
fore prayed  that  a  bill  might  be  brought  in,  to  repeal 
so  much  of  that  act  as  relates  to  the  said  channel ; 
and  to  empower  the  petitioners  to  fill  up  that  part  of 
it  from  Fleet-street  to  Holborn-bridge,  and  to  convert 
the  ground  to  such  uses  as  they  shall  think  fit  and 
convenient. 

In  consequence  of  this  petition,  a  bill  was  soon 
after  brought  in  and  passed;  by  virtue  of  which,  the 
premises  were  arched  over,  and  the  ground  con- 
verted into  a  market,  which  was  opened  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1737- 

The  year  1738  is  distinguished  by  the  strenuous 
opposition  of  the  citizens  of  London  to  a  scheme, 
concerted  by  the  ministry,  for  introducing  a  general 
excise,  under  pretence  of  easing  the  people  of  va- 
rious taxes,  and  promoting  the  interest  of  the  fair 
trader.  Before  the  day  appointed  by  the  minister 
for  introducing  this  measure  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, a  court  of  common-council  being  summoned, 
they  unanimously  agreed  to  reconunend  it  to  their 
representatives,  to  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  defeat 

so 
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BO  pernicious  a  design ;  and  their  reasons  were  set 
forth  in  the  following  representation,  which  was  de« 
livered  to  them. 

*'  This  court  doth  apprehend,  from  the  experience 
of  the  laws  of  excise  now  in  being,  that  extending 
those  laws  to  any  commodities  not  yet  excised,  must 
jaecessarily  be  very  prejudicial  to  trade,  both  as  it 
will  probably  diminish  the  consumption  of  the  com* 
modity  to  be  excised,  and  subject  the  fair  trader  to 
the  frequent  and  arbitrary  visitation  of  officers,  and 
judicial  determination  of  commissionei^,  removeable 
at  pleasure,  and  from  whom  there  is  no  appeal. 

"  That  the  extension  of  such  laws  must  necessa* 
rily  increase  the  number  and  power  of  officers;  which 
will  be  inconsistent  with  those  principles  of  liberty 
on  which  our  happy  constitution  is  founded,  and  will 
farther  deprive  the  subjects  of  England  of  some  of 
those  valuable  privileges,  which  have  hitherto  dis- 
tinguished them  from  the  neighbouring  nations. 
.  "  Wherefore,  this  court  doth  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  you,  their  representatives,  to  use  your 
utmost  diligence  in  opposing  a  scheme  of  this  nature, 
should  any  such  be  offered  in  parliament,  in  any 
shape,  or  however  limited  in  its  first  appearance; 
being  fully  convinced,  that  an  inland  duty  upon 
goods  now  rated  at  the  Custom-house,  cannot  be 
effectually  collected,  even  with  the  extension  of  the 
powers,  or  the  severest  exercise  of  all  the  rigours  of 
the  present  laws  of  excise.^^ 

When  the  outline  of  the  proposed  measure  was 
stated  to  the  house,  <and  a  motion  was  made  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  the  city  members  opposed  it  with 
all  their  abilities^  and  were  powerfully  supported  by 
many  eminent  independent  members;  but,  on  the 
question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
by  a  majority  of  sixty-one.  The  success  of  the  mi- 
ixister  did  not,  however,  discourage  his  opponents, 

VOL.  !!•  T  who 
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whodebated  the  bill,  through  every  stage,  with  increase 
ing  earnestness.  To  prevent  the  contents  of  the  bill 
from  being  known,  a  majority  of  the  house  deter- 
mined that  it  should  not  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members,  as  is  usual :  the  lord  mayor,  however, 
with  great  difficulty,  procured  a  copy  of  it,  w^hich  he 
laid  before  a  court  of  common-council,  summoned  to 
deliberate  on  the  best  means  to  prevent  it  from  be- 
ing passed ;  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  petition  should 
be  immediately  drawn  up,  and  presented  to  the 
house,  praying  ta  be  heard  by  counsel  against  it. 
The  petition  being  presented,  and  a  motion  made 
for  granting  the  prayer  of  it,  another  animated  de- 
bate ensued ;  and,  on  the  division,  it  was  carried  iii 
the  negative,  by  214  against  197- 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  powerful  opposition  of 
the  city,  which  was  supported  by  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal counties,  soon  convinced  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
of  the  impossibility  of  carrying  his  point,  without  en- 
dangering the  peace  of  the  nation,  and  his  own  safety. 
In  consequence  of  which,  the  bill,  instead  of  being 
read  a  second  time,  on  the  11th  of  May,  as  bad  been 
appointed,  was,  upon  a  motion  made  by  Sir  Robert, 
deferred  till  the  12th  of  June,  a  day  exceeding  the 
time  limited  for  the  continuance  of  the  session ;  so 
that  the  passing  of  the  bill  became  impracticable, 
and  Sir  Robert  Walpote?s  scheme,  by  the  firm  and 
steady  interposition  of  the  citizens,  proved  entirely 
abortive. 

The  miscarriage  of  the  Excise  bill  was  celebrated 
by  public  rejoicings  throughout  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster ;  and  the  minister  who  projected 
it  was  burnt  in  effigy. 

Many  great  inconveniencies  to  commerce,  and 
frequent  frauds  having  arisen  from  stock-jobbing,  in 
the  city  of  London,  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed 
in  1734,  to  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of  stock- 
jobbing; 
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jobbing;  by  which lieavy  penalties  are  laid  upon  every 
fictitious  bargain,  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  stock : 
but  the  severity  of  the  law  has  not  been  found  ade- 
quate to  the  extinction  of  this  pernicious  traffic. 

The  chamberlainship  of  the  city  of  London  being 
at  this  time  vacant,  a  great  coptest  arose  between 
the  citizens  and  the  ministry,  respecting  the  election 
of  a  proper  person  into  that  office.  The  candidates 
were  Mr.  John  BOsworth,  a  tobacconist,  of  Newgate- 
street  ;  Mr.  William  Selwin,  a  silkman,  in  Pater- 
nosfer-rqw;  and  Mr.  John  Thomas,  a  fishmonger, 
near  the  Monument.  Mr.  Thomas,  making  no  show 
of  hands  in  the  common-hall,  dechned:  but  the  num- 
bers appeared  so  equal  for  each  of  the  other  candi- 
dates, that  a  poll  was  demanded  by  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Selwin  against  Mr,  Bosworth,  who  was  declared 
to  have  the  majority  of  hands.  The  poll  was  ma- 
naged with  all  the  dexterity  and  influence  that  can 
be  imagined;  and  though  both  the  candidates  were 
personally  well  respected  by  their  fellow-citizens,  and 
were  looked  upon  to  be  equally  qualified  for  the 
discharge  of  that  important  trust,  yet  the  contest,  for 
seven  daysywas  the  warmest  ever  known;  the  citi- 
zens being  determined  to  preserve  their  freedom  of 
election  against  any  ministerial  opposition  whatever. 
On  the  close  of  the  poll,  however,  the  numbers  ap- 
peared so  equal,  that  a  scrutiny  was  demanded ;  and 
when  the  declaration  was  made,  they  stood  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  Mr.  Boswordi,        -         32 1 2. 
Mr.  Selwin,  -       .  3208. 

In  consequence  of  which,  to  the  great  satisfaction 
of  the  citizens,  Mr.  Bosworth  was  declared  duly 
elected,  and  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  London. 

The  ministry,  however,  so  highly  resented  this 
strenuous  opposition  to  a  candidate  of  their  choice, 

that 
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*that  they  conferred  the  office  of  receiver-general  of 
the  land-tax^  which  had  generally  been  annexed  to 
the  chamberlainship,  on  their  disappointed  friend, 
Mr.  Selwin,  who  had  obtained  the  ill-will  of  the  in- 
dependent  voters  of  the  city  of  London,  by  having 
unadvisedly  solicited  the  ministerial  party  to  oblige 
all  their  dependents  to  vote  for  him. 

In  the  vear  1735,  the  inhabitants  of  the  precinct 
of  Black-friars  claiming  a  privilege  of  exemption 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  London,  in  right 
of  the  ancient  monastery  being  dissolved  there  by 
King  Henry  VIIL  occasioned  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  to  ascertain  their  right  thereto;  which  they 
did  by  a  trial  in  the  court  of  King's-bench,  on  the 
10th  of  July;  wherein  John  Bosworth,  Esq.  chamber- 
lain of  the  city  of  London,  was  plaintiff,  and  Daniel 
Watson,  shalloon  and  drugget-seller,  defendant.  The 
fiction  was  brought  against  the  latter,  for  opening  a 
shop  in  Black-friars,  and  retailing  his  goods  there, 
without  being  a  freeman  of  the  city.  The  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  alleged,  that  Biack-friars  actually 
belonged  to  the  city  of  London  when  it  was  a  mo- 
nastery, and  before  trades  were  ever  occupied  there : 
to  prove  which,  they  produced  several  ancient  re- 
cords, viz.  a  charter  of  King  Edward  I.  and  a  record, 
2  Richard  II.  calling  it  the  Friary  of  London ;  and 
another,  21  Hen.VllI.  mentioning  a  parUament,  held 
at  the  Friars-preachers  of  the  city  of  London,  Nov.  3, 
1530,  and  other  records  of  this  kind:  they  likewise 
cited  a  parallel  case  to  this,  15  Car.  I.  when  an  ac- 
tion was  brought  against  one  Philpot,  a  shoemaker, 
of  Black-friars,  for  opening  a  shop,  and  vending  shoes 
there,  without  being  free  of  the  city;  and,  after  a  fair 
trial,  by  an  equal  arid  indifferent  jury  of  the  county 
of  Hertford,  a  verdict  was  given  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
five  shillings  damages.  In  consequence  of  this  deci- 
sion, 


LONDON   AND   ITS  ENVIRONS.  141 

sicm,  Black-fii^urs  became  a  precinct  of  the  ward  of 
Farringdon  within,  and  sends  two  membem  to  re« 
present  it  in  the  common«council  of  this  city. 

An  act  of  common-council  was  passed,  in  Novem- 
ber, for  the  better  regulation  of  bakers;  in  which  it 
was  enacted,  that,  in  addition  to  the  fine,  the  name 
and  place  of  abode  of  every  baker,  convicted  of  mak- 
ing bread  under  weight,  shall  be  published. 

The  streets  of  London  being  greatly  infested  with 
robbers  and  house-breakers,*  owing  to  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  lights  in  the  night,  application  was 
made  to  parhament,  by  the  lord  mayor  and  common- 
council,  to  enable  them  to  light  the  streets  in  a  more 
effectual  manner :  in  compliance  with  which,  an  act 
was  passed,  empowering  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commonalty,  to  erect  a  sufficient  number  of 
such  glass  lamps,  and  in  such  places,  as  they  ^hall 
judge  proper,  to  be  kept  burning  from  the  setting  to 
the  rising  of  the  sun,  throughout  the  year ;  and  giv- 
ing them  power  to  make  a  rate,  to  defray  the  expense 
thereof.  i^- 

An  act  of  parliament  was  also  passed  in  this 
year,  to  limit  the  number  of  play-house's,  and  to 
subject  all  writings,  intended  for  the  stage,  to  the 
inspection  of  the  lord  chamberlain. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  the  freedom  of  the 
city  of  London  was  presented  to  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales:  he  had,  a  short  time  before, 
been  complimented  with  the  freedom  of  the  com- 
pany pf  sadlers. 

The  merchants  of  London,  finding  themselves 
still  greatly  oppressed  by  the  Spanish  depredations 
on  their  American  trade,  presented  a  petition  lo  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  March,  1738,  in  which  they 
set  forth  the  several  applications  that  had  been  made 
to  parliament,  and  the  grievances  under  which  they 
laboured,  by  the  continuance  and  increase  of  these 

unwarrantable 
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unwarrantable  injuries;  at  the  same  time  praying 
relief,  and  to  be  heard  by  themselves  and  counsel. 
Leave  being  given  to  bring  up  the  petition,  a  debate 
ensued  upon  the  prayer  of  it,  it  being  contrary  to 
the  forms  of  the  house,  to  admit  both  the  petitioners 
and  their  counsel  to  the  bar :  but  the  urgency  of 
the  case  was  so  strong,  and  the  expediency  of  the 
deviation  so  well  supported,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  opposition  of  the  minister,  the  question  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirnaative. 

On  the  list  of  February,  1739,  the  king  opened 
the  session  of  parliament  with  a  speech ;  m  which  he 
stated,  that  a  convention  was  concluded'  with  the 
King  of  Spain,  by  which  that  prince  had  agreed  to 
make  reparation  to  the  British  subjects  for  their 
losses,  by  stipulated  payments,  and  that  plenipoten-^ 
tiaries  were  appointed  for  settling  all  matters  in  dis- 
pute ;  but  as  this  convention  did  tiot  determine  on 
the  Spanish  claim  to  search  British  ships,  or  contain 
any  security  against  the  recurrence  of  their  depreda- 
tions, during  the  discussion,  it  was  universally  dis- 
liked. 

The  citizens  of  London,  thinking  themselves  par- 
ticularly aggrieved  by  this  proceeding,  resolved  to 
petition  the  House  of  Lords  against  the  convention. 
Accordingly,^  on  the  20th  of  February,  a  court  of 
common-council  was  held,  when,  a  petition  being 
drawn  up,  and  approved  of,  it  was  presented  to  the 
house  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  introduced  it 
with  the  following  appropriate  speech. 

"  My  Lords, 
"  I  have  in  my  hand  a  petition  from  a  very  great 
body  of  men ;  no  less  a  body,  my  lords,  than  the 
citizens  of  London^  The  importance  of  this  junc- 
ture called  upon  them  to  assemble  and  deliberate 
upon  the   most  proper  means  of  preventing   the 

effects 
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effects  of  the  convention,  which  they  apprehend 
to  be  ruinous,  not  only  to  them,  but  the  whole 
kingdom,  from*  taking  place.  Encouraged,  my  lords, 
by  their  former  experience  of  your  lordships'  great 
indulgence,  they  resolved  to  proceed  in  the  most 
dutiful  manner,  by  petitioning  your  lordships  to 
take  the  reasons  they  are  ready  to  oflFer  against 
the  convention  into  your  mature  deliberation/* 

He  then  entered  into  a  full  and  masterly  detail  of 
all  the  causes  of  complain t^  for  which  no  remedy  was 
provided  by  the  convention,  and  concluded  thus : 

"  Your  lordships'  petitioners,  therefore,  having 
laid  before  you  the  high  importance  which  this 
trade  is  of  to  the  nation  in  general,  and  to  this 
city  in  particular,  thought  it  their  indispensable 
duty  to  represent  to  the  parliament  the  fatal  con- 
sequences of  leaving  the  freedom  of  their  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  any  longer  in  suspense  and 
uncertainty;  and  therefore  they  humbly  hope  your 
lordships  will  take  it  into  mature  deliberation,  and 
do  therein  as  to  your  great  wisdom  shall  seem 
meet/^ 

This  -petition  was  followed  by  others,  from  Bris- 
tol, Liverpool,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &c.  all  of 
which  contained  a  prayer  to  be  heard  against  the 
terms  of  the  convention;  but  the  minister  had 
taken  his  measures  too  well,  and  a  majority  of 
twenty-four  determined  the  question  in  his  favour. 
Soon  after  which,  an  ajddress  of  approval  was  ob- 
tained in  the  House  of  Commons;  though  this 
gave  strong  indications  of  the  declining  power  of 
the  ministry ;  the  numbers  being  262  to  235. 

it  was  on  this  occasion,  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole 

took  the   liberty   to   call   the  citizens  of  London 

sturdy  beggars  ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  propagating 

a  mean  opinion  of  them,  and  taking  off  the  weight 

4  of 
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of  their  petitions,  in  matters  of  national  concern,  he 
circulated  printed  lists  of  the  common-r  council^mea 
of  London,  with  the  addition  of  their  several  trades, 
or  companies,  to  insinuate,  that  they  were  a  con- 
temptible body  of  tradesmen  or  mechanics* 

The  citizens,  on  their  pafft,  took  every  opportunity 
of  showing  their  dislike  to  the  minister's  conduct ; 
and,  discovering  that  Sir  George  Champion,  the  se- 
tiior  alderman  next  the  chair,  and  member  for  Ayles- 
bury, had  voted  in  favour  of  the  convention,  they 
rejected  him  from  the  oflSce  of  lord  mayor,  and  ever 
after  held  him  in  the  greatest  contempt. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  about  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  there  fell  a  most  violent  storm  of  thun- 
der and  lightning,  accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain, 
which  continued  till  near  twelve  at  night.  Though 
the  thunder  was  not  very  violent,  yet  the  flashes  of 
lightning  were  as  quick,  and,  at  the  same  time,  ^3 
strong,  as,  perhaps,  were  ever  known  in  this  part  of 
the  world.  This  tempestuous  night  was  remarkable 
for  the  destruction  of  a  large  aviary  of  sparrows, 
which  had  for  many  years  roosted  in  a  grove  of  high 
trees,  adjoining  to  Mile-end  turnpike.  Such  numbers 
of  them  were  killed  by  the  lightning,  that,  the  next 
morning,  the  ground,  within  the  circumference  of  the 
trees,  was  covered  with  their  dead  bodies.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  En  tick,  in  his  History  of  London,  asserts,  that 
he  was  an  eye-witness  of  this  circumstance. 

At  length  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  the  well- 
-founded complaints  of  the  merchants,  prevailed  and 
war  was  declared  against  Spain,  with  the  accustomed 
formalities,  on  the  22d  of  October,  amidst  innumer-p 
able  spectators,  who  testified  their  satisfaction  by  the 
loudest  acclamations. 


CHAP,  xxxvm, 
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FbuHdaiian  of  the  Mansion-house. ^^"Toundling  HospitaL 
"''^Severe  FrOsi.^^ — Jiirisdictiom  of'  the  Court  of  Omsci^ 
ence  extended^-^^'Election  of  Lard  Mkyor. — Contested 
Election  of  an  Alder  man. -^"Numler  of  Houses  inLon^ 
don.-^ — Instructions  to  (he  City  Representatives* — The 
junior  Aldermen  made  Justices  oj  the  Peace. — Epidemic 
Fever.^PeiiHon  oJ  the  London'  Merehetnts. ^-Trials  re^ 
specting  Privileges. — Communication  fa&r&  the  King.-^ 
War  declared  against  Francet.'^*  Combination  of  Jour^ 
neymen. — Street  Rollers, — Rehellion^-^ Addresses.-^-* 
Citizens  enrolled.^-^Regiment  of  Lamyers. — Sulscrip- 
iionsfor  the  Soldiers.- — Camp  on  Finchley  Common.—^ 
Retreat  of  the^Rel^ls. "^Repeat  of  the  Alaermens*  Nega* 
tive.'-^-End  of  the  Rebellion.— ^Thanks  to  the  Lor'd 
Mayw.'^^Eopecution  of  the  Rebel  Lords ^-^^Orphaiis' 

'  Fund;     ...•,.•■      .        .•.;.;. 

.  No  particular  inaiision  had  .hitherto  ;bden  provided 
for  the  use:of>  the  lord  Hiayo^  *durrng  the  %kiie  o£  his 
holdmg  ;that  high  ofiie^^.  ;  Till.tbis  pefiod}  it  was^ 
customary  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  to  hold 
his  mayoralty,  at  some  one  of  the  halis^  belpnging  to 
the  twelve  principal  compaaies.  This  had.been,  for 
a  long  time,; found  very  inconvenienjt;  aiid  it. was 
therefore  resolved,  for  mk  bonour.of  the  city,  as  well 
as  for  the.  coaveaience  of  better  executing  the  busir 
ness  attendant  on  so  high  an  ofiice,  to  rerect'a  house^ 
as  a  msmsioa,  for  the  lord  mayor  for  the  time  being. 

The  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  mid  comjiion-council, 
having  delei*mihed.  on  this  letter,  .several  places 
were  ]^roposed ,  for  its  situation;  as,  the;  end  of  Pa* 
ternoster-row,  fronting  Cheapside, .  Moorfiel^ls,  and 
Stocks*ii)arket ;  when  the  latter  was  rbest  .approved 
.of,  from  ks  being  siUiated  nearly!  in  the  Cexuter  of  the 
city,  and  in  the  heart  of  busiiiei^.  Stocks^-market 
YOj..  fi.  u  was 
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^  was  therefore  removed,  and  the  ground  dug  up  fi)r 
laying  the  foundation  ;  but  it.  was  found  so  full  of 
springs,  that  it  was  thbught  necessary  to  erect  the 
building  on  piles.  A  great  numberof  piles  being  there- 
fore driven  close  together,  and  every  other  pnepakatioa 
madey  the  first  stone  of  the  foundation  was  kid  on 
the  96th  ofOetober,  1739,  by  the  lord  maVcr,  attend- 
ed by  a  committee  of  aldermen  and  common- 
councilmen.    The  building  was  completed  m  1753. 

This  year  is  also  distinguished  for  tb^  establish- 
ment and  foundati^m  of  that  noble  charity,  the 
Foundling  Hospital ;  a  £ull  acdkint  of  which  will 
be  given  in  the  Survey.  , 

The  wipter  of  the  year  1739  was  a  season  of 
the  greatest  distress  to'  the  poor,  in  consequence  of 
a  most  severe  frost,  which  began  on  Christmas-day, 
and  continued  till  the  tsnd  of  February*  Itsintenscpess 
and  bad  effects  exceeded  all  others  ever  remembeied. 
The  river  Thames  was  so  solidly  frozen,,  that  great 
numbers  of  people  dwelt  upon  it  in  tents,  and  a 
variety  of  booths  were  erected  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  ifkipulace. ;  A  few  days  after  it  b^n,,  a  very 
.  high  wind  arose,  which  did  considerable  dan^age  to 
the  shipping,  which  happened  at  that  time  to  be 
Tery  numerous*  Seveial  vessels  laden  with  com, 
otheis  with  coala,  fcc«  were  sunk  by  the  ice ;  many 
had  holes  beat  in .  their  sides  by  falling  on  their 
.  anchons :  several  lighters  and  boats  wei^  confined 
under  the  ice :  in  idiort,  a  more  damal  scene  present- 
ed itself  on  the  river  Thames,  than  had  ever,  been 
beheld  by  die  oldest  man  living.  The  damage  done 
between  die  Medway  and  London-bridge,  was  cooir 
puted  at  ^e  hunchred  thousand  pounds,  bestdes^ 
many  persons  who  lost  dieir  lives  from  the  severity 
of  uip  weather.  The  watermen  and  fishermen 
.were  entirely  disabled  from  earning  their  livelihood, 
as  were  the  lower  classes  of  labourers,*  whose  em- 

j^loyment 
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plc^ment  is  in  the  open  atr;  and  the  calamity  was 
rendered  more  severe  by  coals  and  other  necessaries 
being  advanced  in  their  price  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
tenseness  an<l  €0ntiniiance  of  the  frost.  Happily 
for  the  poor  the  hand  of  liberality  ivas  never  more 
extended ;  great  benefactions  were  given  by  those  of 
opulent  fortunes,  and  considerable  collections  were 
made  in^most  of  the  parishes  in  London ;  by  the 
assistance  of  which,  many  families  were  preserved, 
that  must  otherwise  have  inevitably  perished.  ' 

An  act  of  parliament  was  passed  in  the  course  of 
this  session,  to  amend  and  extend  the  powers  of  the 
court  of  conscience ;  by  which  every  person,  whether 
freeman  or  not,  residing  or  seeking  a  livejihood  with* 
in  the  city  or  its  liberties,  might  sue  or  be  sued 
in  it. 

At  the  election  for  the  lord  mayor,  in  the  year 
1740,  the  court  of  aldermen  first  chose  the  junior 
alderman,  returned  to  them  by  the  livery,  who  re- 
quested permission  to  dec.Iine ;  which  being  granted, 
the  livery  returned  the  senior  alderman  again,  with 
one  who  had  passed  the  chair.  The  aldermen 
again  rejected  the  senior  alderman  ;  and  Humphrey 
Parsons,  Esq.  the  object  of  their  choice,  having  con- 
sented to  serve  a  second  time,  a  motion  was  made  in 
the  court  of  common-council  to  return  him  their 
thanks ;  and  an  amendment  being  proposed,  a  long 
and  yeiy  warm  debate  ensued  upon  the  right  of  the 
aldermen  to  vote  separately,  and  put  a  negative  upon 
any  question;  and  the  claim  being  persisted  in  by 
its  supporters,  some  of  the  aldermen  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  the  commourcbuncil  left  the  court, 
ppote^ing  against  the  exercise  of  the  right.  At 
length,  on  the  11  th  of  November,  this  question  was 
finally  determined,  against  the  right,  in  both  the 
courts  of  aldermen  and  common-<;puncil,  by  a  con- 
siderable majority. 

On 
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On  the  death  of  Alderman  Parsons,  which  took 
place  on  the  21st.  of  March,  1740,  Alderman  Lam- 
bert was  chosen  to  succeed  him  in  the  mayoralty  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year ;  who,  being  accepted 
by  the  lord  chancellor  on.  the  evening  of  his  election, 
went  next  day  in  great  state  to  the  Tower,  attended 
by  the  twelve  companies,  &c.  and  was  sworn  into 
his  office  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  constable,  in  a 
booth  erected  for  that  purpose  without  the  west 
gate,  agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  when  the  barons 
of  the  Exchequer  are  out  of  town. 

The  election  of  an  alderman  for  Broad-street  ward 
was  soon  after  attended  with  great  trouble,  and  ex* 
pense.  The  candidates  were  Charles  .  Ewer,  Esq. 
and  Mr.  Eggleton.  On  the  close  of  the  poll  a 
scrutiny  was  demanded,  and  the  numbeis  appearing 
to  be  exactly  equal,  the  lord  mayor  held  a  ward- 
mote at  Draper's  Hall  for  a  new  election  ;  at  which 
Charles  Ewer,  Esq.  meeting  with  no  exposition,  was 
declared  duly  elected;  In  consequence  of  this,  Mr. 
Eggleton  petitioned  the  court  of  aldermen,  setting 
forth  his  right  to  the  election.  On  the  day  follow- 
ing, a  rule  was  made  in  the  court  of  Kinj^s-bench, 
to  show  cause  why  a  mandamus  should  not  be 
granted  to  swear  in  Mr.  Eggkton,  alderman  of  Broad- 
street  ward ;  and,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  the  court  of 
aldermen,  by  consent  of  both  parties,  returned  that 
neither  party  was  duly  elected.  So  that  the  deter- 
mination of  the  election,  being  left  to  the  court  of 
King's-bench,  it  was  tried  in  the  Michael^mas  term 
following,  and  decided  in  favour  of  Charles  Ewer, 
Esq.  who  was  accordingly  sworn  in. 

An  accurate  account  of  the  number  of  houses  in 
every  precinct  of  the  twenty-five  wards  within  the 
bars,  or  limits  of  the  lord  mayor's  jurisdiction.  Bridge 
ward  without  not  being  included,  was  published,  in 
1741,  by  Mr.  John  Smart,  of  the  Town  Clerk's 

Office ; 
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Office  ;  by  which  account  it  appears  that  the  num- 
ber of  houses  amounted,  at  that  time,  to  twenty-one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

At  the  general  election,  in  May  1741j  a  paper  of 
-instructions  was  delivered  to  the  representativies  of 
the  city  of  London,  by  thdr  constituents,  requiring 
them  vigorously  to  oppose  the  keeping  up  a  stand- 
ing army  in  times  of  peace,  and  all  attempts  towards 
an  extension  of  the  excise  laws;  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  repeal  of  the  septennial  act,  and  the  re- 
storation of  triennial  parliaments ;  as  also  to  procure 
a  bill  for'reducing  and  limiting  the  number  of  place* 
men  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  and^  lastly,  that  in 
•granting  sill  aids  and  supplies,  they  should  not 
deviate  from  the  genuine  form  of  the  constitution, 
but  make  strict  examination  into  every  account  Of 
the  national  expense. 

By  the  first  charter  granted  to  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don by  King  Charles  L  the  mayor,  recorder,-  and 
such  of  the  aldermen  as  had  sefved  the  office  of 
mayor,  with -the  three  senior  aldermen  who  had  not 
passed  the  chair,  were  constituted  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  city  and  liberties  ;  but,  from  the  great 
increase  of .  the  metropolis  since  that  time,  it  was 
now  found  necessary,  for  the  more  easy,  bringing  de- 
linquents to  justice,  to  extend  that  power  to  the 
whole  body  of  aldermen  at  large :  in  consequience  of 
which,  :his  majesty  granted  a  charter,  empowering 
all  the  aldermen  to  act  aB  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  city  and  liberties  of  London ;  which  charter  bears 
date  the  15th  of  August,  1741. 

During  the  course  of  the  summer  of  this  year  the 
city  of  London,  and  places  adjacent,  were  visited 
with  ah  epidemic  fever,  which,  for  several  months 
together,  carried  off  great  numbers  of  people. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1742,  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  London  presented  a  petition  to  the  House 

of 
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of  Commons,  in  which  they  set  forth  the  great  hard- 
ships they  laboured  under,  and  the  losses  they  su^ 
tained,  from  Spanish  privateers,  for  want  of  proper 
convoys.  This  was  followed  by  another  of  the  same 
tendency  from  the  city  of  London,  which  was  pro* 
sented  by  the  sherifis  on  the  26th.  The  discontents 
of  the  people,  arising  from  this  and  other  causes,  so 
strengthened  the  parliamentary  opposition  against 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  that  finding  he  could  no  longer 
preserve  that  influence  he  had  hitherto  possessed, 
and  being  apprehensive  bf  future  ccmsequences,  he 
resigned  his  employments. 

These  petitions,  with  others  from  all  the  principal . 
trading  towns  in  Great  Britain,  were  taken  into  con«- 
sideration  on  the  18th  of  February,  and  a  bill  found-- 
ed  upon  them  was  brought  in  by  the  city  repre- 
sentatives, and  passed  the  commons,  but  was  thrown 
out  in  the  lords.     A  number  of  small  men  of  war 
were,  however,  ordered  to  cruize  in  the  channel  and 
on  the  enemy's  coasts,  for  the  protection  of  trade. 
,    In  Michadmas  term,   1743,  a  cause  was  tried  * 
before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Willes,  in  which  the 
company  of    Weavers    were    p1ainti£&,   and   Mr. 
Thomas    Handyside    defendant     Mr.   Handyside 
was  free  of  the  weavers'  company  ;  but,  not  being 
free  of  the  city,  had  refosed  to  take  up  the  hveiy 
when  he  was  called  upon  for  that  purpose.     It  ap- 
pearing, however,  to  the  court,  that  every  member 
of  a  company  is  eligible  to  die  livery,  though  not  * 
free  of  the  city,  a  verdict  was  given  in  favour  of  th^ 
.  plaintiffs. 

The  same  day  another  cause  was  tried  on  an  action 
brought  by  Anthony  Wright  against  William  Ayres, 
the  lessee  of  the  toll  of  London-bridge,  who  had  re- 
ceived, and  insisted  upon  a  prescriptive  right  to  re* 
ceive,  two  pence  ft  r  the  passage  of  each  cart  laden 
with  one  ton  weight,  or  upwards,  passing  over  Lon- 
don-bridge. 
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don^bridge.  It  appearing,  however,  by  the  evidence, 
that  the  u$«g^  had  been  to  lake  one  penny  only  for 
a  cart  with  two  horses,  althoagfa  laden  with  a  ton  or 
upwards^  a  Verdict  was  given  in  fevouy  of  the 
plainlifiT.        » 

In  the  beginning  erf  the  year  1744,  his  majesty  in-' 
Jformed  both  ho€ise$  of  parliament  that  he  had  re- 
ceived intelKgence  of  the  pretender's  eldest  son's 
intention  to  ^invade  this  kingdom,  with  the  assistance 
of  France ;  and '  'a  conKnunication  of  the  same  im- 
port being  made  to  the  k)i?d  mayors  separate  ad- 
dresses from  the  lard  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commcm- 
council,  the  liei^nancy^  •  aod  the  merchants  of 
London,  were  immediately  presented,  expressive  of 
their  fkm  attachment  to  the  king  and  government, 
and  their  determination  to  support  both  against  the 
menaced  attack.  ' 

On  the  S5th  of  Februswy  a  proclamation  vpw 
issued,  commanding  all  papists  to  depart  the  cities 
of  London  and  Westminat^,  tod  within  ten  miles  of 
the  same;  lor  ecmfining  papists  and  reputed  papists 
to  their  hsA>rtattons  ;  for  seizing  the  arms  and  hofsea 
from  such  as  refuse  to  take  the  oaths,  &c.  and  for 
putting  the  laws  in  .exwution  against  the  instigators 
of  tumultuous  proceedings:  and,  on  the  31st  of 
March)  hi?^  majesty's  declaration  of  war  was  proclaim- 
ed against  "France  at  the  usual  places,  and  with  th^ 
accustomed  ceremonies  on  such  occasions. 

A  great  number  of  .journeymen  stay-makers  and 
taylors  having  entered  into  a  combination  n^t  to 
4Vork  for  the  wages  established  by  law,  and  the  samQ 
being  represented  to  his  majesty,  the  privy-council, 
on  the  18th  of  September,  bv  his  majesty's  com- 
mand, wrote  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
Gustos  Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  re- 
quiring his  grace  to  recommend  the  justices  of 
the  p^ee  to-  carry  ipto  execution  the  act  of  7th 

,  George  L 
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Gecwrge  I.  for  prfeventing  all  unlawful  assemblies  and 
ooxnbinations.  Letteijs  to  the  same  purport  were 
sent  to. the  constable  of  the  Tower,  and  to  the. 
Lord  Mayor  of  London.;  In  consequence  of  which, 
the  justices  met  on  the  twenty-sixth,  and  came  to 
the  following  re$pliiti(m:  "  That  if  any  journeyman 
should  refuse  to  work  for  the  wages  ^ttleid  by  act  of 
parliament,  he  should  be  committed  to  hard  laboiur 
for  two  months :  an^  that  the  master  that  pp^id  more 
than  the  act  allowed,  should  forfeit  fiye  pounds." 

These  resolutions  weje  no  sooner  published  than 
they  produced  the  desired  effect :;  the  w^abinatioa 
ceased,  aind  the  jo^rijeymen  returned  quietly  to  their 
respective  employments. 

.  The  streets  of  the  city  of  London  were  at  this 
tiijie  so  pestered  with  street-robbers,  that  it  induced 
the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  to  petition  hi»  majesty 
for  ".^speedy,  rigorous,  and  exemplary  execution 
of , the  laws  upon  the  persons  of  offenders,  as  they 
shall  faU  into  the.hapds  of  justice."  In  consfequence 
(rf'this  petition,  o^  the  9th  of  January  following,  hi^ 
majesty  issued  a  proclamation,  promising  a  reward  of 
one  hundred  poundsover  and  above  ^11  other  rewards, 
for  the  apprehending  of  every  person  found  guilty 
of  robbery  or  murder. 

Th^  Duke  of  Newcastle,  one  of  his  majee^ty's  . 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  informed  the  lord 
mayor,  by  a  letter  in  his  majesty's  name,  dated  the 
5th  of  September,  that  one  of.  the  pretender's  sons 
h^d  erected  a  standard  in  Scotland,  and.  that  several 
persons  had  assembled  under  him  in  open  rebellion, 
and  recommending,  at  the  same  time,  care  and 
vigilance  to  keep  every  thing  quiet  in  the  city. 
.  On  the  10th,  the  lord„  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com- 
monrcouncil,  attended  by  the  tariffs,  recorder,  and 
all  the  city  officers,  waited  ^pon  his :  majesty  at 
Kensington,  with  their  address^  as  tijie  representative 
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body  of  the  city  of  London ;  in  which  they  congratu- 
lated his  majesty  on  his  safe  return  to  his  British 
dominions ;  and,  on  the.  conquest  of  Cape  Breton ; 
aod  conclude,  ' '  The  rash  and  daring  attempts  of 
the  |>rofessed  enemies  of  this  nation,  in  favour  of  a 
popish  and  abjured  pretender,  have  filled  the  hearts, 
of  lis,  your  loyal  citizens,  with  the  utmost  abhorrence 
and  detestation ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  give  your 
majesty  the  most  solemn  assurance,  that  we  will  be 
ready  upon  all  occasions  4o  sacrifice  all  that  is  dear 
and  valuable  to  us,  in  defence  of  your  majesty's 
royal  person  and  family,  and  in  support  of  our  ha^^y 
ecMistitution,  both  in  church  and  state/^ 

The  next  day  the  merchants  of  London  presented 
his  majesty  with  a  most  dutiful  and  loyal  address  on 
the  same  occasion.  And  so  anxious  were  they  for 
supporting  the  public  credit,  that  above  eleven 
hundred  of  the  most  considerable  merchants,  traders, 
and  proprietors  of  the  public  funds,  subscribed  their 
names  to  the  following  agre^otient : 

"  We,  the  undersigned  merchants,  and  otheiis^ 
being  sensible  how  necessary  the  preservation  of 
public  credit  is  at  this  time,  do  hereby  declare,  that 
we  will  not  refuse  to  receive  Bank  notes  in  payment 
of  any  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  us  ;  and  we  will  use 
our  utmost  endeavours  to  make  all  our  payments  in 
the  same  mailner/^ 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  the  demands, 
^hich  had  been  very  considerable  at  the  Bank  a  few 
days  before  for  cash,  began  greatly  to  diminish. 
These  hasty  demands  were  said  to  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  Papists  and  Jacobites,  with  a  design 
to  hurt  public  credit  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  get 
gold  to  send  to  the  rebels  ;  hut  in  this  they  were  dis- 
appointed by  the  directors  oi^ring  all  payments  to 
|>e  made  in  silver*. 

VOL.  II.  X  All 


154  HISTORY   AND  SURVEY  OF 

All  Other  necessary  precautions  were  now  takeiT 
for  the  security  of  the  kingdom.  Orders  were  issued 
to  keep  the  trained-bands  in  readiness,  and  to  array 
the  mititia  of  Westminster.  Instructions  to  the  same 
effect  wer6  atso  sent  to  all  the  lords  lieutenants  of 

r 

counties  throughout  the  kingdom. 

The  most  substantial  citizens,  especially  young 
gentlemen  of  fortune,  merchants,  and  tradesmen, 
entered  into  different  associations,  learned  the  militaiy 
exercise^  and  provided  t^imselves  with  proper  ac-* 
coutrements  and  arms  in  defence  of  their  king  and 
country. 

Among  other  bodies  formed  in  London,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Middle-Temple-hall,  an  association 
was  subscribed  by  several  gentlemen  of  the  law,  who 
agreed  to  form  themselves  into  a  regiment,  under 
the  command  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Willes,  to  be 
denominated,  ^'  the  association  regiment  of  the  law, 
for  the  defence  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  preservar 
tion  of  the  constitution  in  church  and  state.^^  His 
majesty  Svas  so  well  pleased  with  this  timely  mark  of 
their  attachment^  that  the  lord  chief  justice  next  day 
took  his  commismon  as  colonel  of  the  said  regi<- 
ment. 

At  a  court  of  lord  mayor  and  common-council, 
held  on  the  the  3d  of  December,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  subscribe  one  thousalkl  pounds  out  of  the 
chamber  of  London,  towards  the  relief,  support,  and 
encouragement  of  such  soldiers,  as  then  were,  or 
should  thereafter  be  employed  in  his  majesty's 
service  during  the  winter  season,  towards  the  sup- 
pression of  the  then  unnatural  rebellion.  By  this, 
and  a  voluntary  subscription  paid  into  the  chamber- 
lain's office  at  Gfttildhail,  there  was  raised  a  sufficient 
stock  ta  provide  twelve  thousand  pair  of  breeches, 
twelve  thousand  shirts,  ten  thousand  woollen  caps, 
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fm  thousand  pair  of  woollen  stockings,  one  thousand 
blankets,  twelve  thousand  pair  of  woollen  gloves^ 
and  nine  thousand  pair  of  woollen  spatterdashes, 
which  were  immediately  converted  to  the  use  of  the 
army. 

On  the  7di  of  December  another  proclamation 
was  issued  for  discovering,  apprehending,  and  bring- 
ing to  trial,  all  Jesuits  and  popish  priests,  who  should 
be  found  after  the  ninth  of  that  instant,  in  the  cities 
of  London  and  Westminster,  or  the  borough  of 
Southwark,  or  within  ten  miles  of  the  same,  with  a 
reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  those  who  should 
discover  or  apprehend  air^  such  Jesuit  or  popish 
priest. 

The  quakers  also  distinguished  themselves  by 
raising  a  sum  of  money  amongst  their  own  people  to 
purchase  woollen  waistcoats,  which  they  transmitted 
to  the  army  in  the  north,  for  the  soldiers  to  wear 
under  their  cloathing  when  obliged  to  keep  the 
field  in  winter. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  progress  made  by  the 
rebels,  who  had,  by  forced ,  marches,  and  avoiding 
the  rout  of  his  majesty's  forces  under  General  Wade, 
advanced  as  far  as  Derby^  in  their  way  to  London, 
the  disaffected  in  and  about  the  metropolis  were  so 
spirited  up,  that  they  publicly  declared  their  senti- 
ments ;  and  several  treasonable  papers,  called  the 
pretender's  declarations,  were  put  under  the  doors  of 
peoples'  houses,  sfid  dropped  on  the  parade  in  St, 
James's  park. 

Matters  at  last  came  to  such  a  crisis,  that  the 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  were  ordered 
to  march  and  form  a  camp  on  Finchley-common, 
and  the  king  resolved  to  take  the  field  in  person,  ac- 
companied by  the  Earl  of  Stair:  the  militia  of.Lon* 
don  and  Middlesex  wan  kept  ia  readiness  to  march ; 

double 
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double  watches  were  posted  at  the  eify  gates,  aq^ 
signals  of  alarm  appointed. 

This  state  of  anxious  suspense  was,  hoi^ever,  but 
of  short  duration ;  the  pretender,  finding  himself  dis*^ 
appointed,  and  that  no  attempt  was  made  by  the 
French  towsffds  an  invasion,  cabled  a  council  of  war 
at.Derby,  where,  after  violent  disputes^  it  was  deter* 
mined  to  retreat  to  Scotland  with  all  possible  ex* 
pedition. 

At  a  common-council  held  on  the  23d  of  January, 
1746,  it  was  agreed  to  petition  parliament  for  a  re^ 
peal  oi  the  clause  in  the  act  passed  in  1734,  for  re* 
gulating  elections  in  the  <^ty  of  London,  by  which  a 
power  of  negativing  any  question  agitated  ip  the 
court  of  common-council  was  vested  in  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  applica* 
tion,  a  bill  was  passed  for  repealing  the  clause  com« 
plained  oi. 

'  The  rebellion  being  finally  suj^ressed  by  the 
victory  of  CuUoden,  gained  on  the  l6th  of  April, 
the  lord  mavor  and  aldermen,  the  court  of  common- . 
counciUandthemercfaantiBy&c.  of  the  city  of  London^ 
respectively  addressed  his  majesty  with  their  oooat 
sincere  congratulations  on  that  happy  event. 

Sir  Richard  Hoare,  who  was  lord  mayor  in  this 
troublesome  yesu*,  received  the.  particular  thanks 
of  the  court  of  common-council  aad  court  of 
lieutenancy,  for  his  diligence  and  steady  attSiqhjnent 
to  his  country,  during  the  late  t^me  of  imminent 
danger ;  for  his  constant  readiness  to  call  those 
courts  together ;  and,  in  particular,  for  his  personal 
attendance  on  all  occasions. 

Tranquillity  being  restored,  it  was  thought  neces-^ 
sary  to  make  examples  of  some  of  the  principal 
leaders  of  the  rebellion.  Accordingly,  the  Earls  of 
Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie,  and  Lord  Balmerino, 

were 
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were  tried  for  bigfak-'treaaoft  ki  Westminster-ball, 
before  the  higb  court  of  judicature,  the  -  lord  chm^ 
ceilof  presiding  a»  k»d  high  steward ;  and,  being 
found  guilty,  recetved  sentence  of  death.  Croiafiar* 
tie's  life  was  spared,  but  the  other  two  were  beheaded 
tm  Tower-bill,  oq  the  ISth  of  Aii^ust  Charles  Rat« 
cliffe^  c<»fiiinonly  ci^led  £ari  of  I>erwentwater,  who 
had  been  sentenced  to  death,  for  being  eoneemed  in 
the  rebellion  of  17I^>  dnd  had  made  bis  escape  out 
of  Newgate,  having  been  taken  on  board  a  ship 
bound  to  Scotland,  was  executed  upon  his  li^mer 
sentence,  on  the  8tb  of  December.  The  last  who 
suffered  fcnr  this  rebellion  was  Lord  Lovat :  be  was 
beheaded  on  the  9th  of  AfMril,  1747,  pursuant  to  the 
sentence  passed  on  him  by  the  House  of  Peers* 

On  the  2Sd  of  October,  1747*  the  court  of  com* 
iBon*<H>unciI  resolved  to  raise  two  thousand  pounds 
OH  the  personal  instates  of  the  citizens,  from  Midsum- 
mer, 1747>  to  Midsummer,  1748,  for  the  service  of 
the  Orphan-fund,  pursuant  to  the  powers  of  an  act 
formerly  passed  for  the  reUef  of  the  orphans  of  Lon- 
don. By  this  act,  the  duty  of  six  pence  per  chal- 
dron, imposed  on  coals,  for  the  relief  of  the  fund, 
was  to  expire  at  Michaelmas,  17^0:  in  consequence 
of  which,  at  a  court  of  common-council,  held  the 
18th  of  December,  1747,  they  agreed  to  petition  the 
parliament  for  its  farther  continuance.  Accordingly, 
a  bill  was  brought  in  and  passed,  by  which  the  duty 
of  six  pence  per  chaldron,  on  coab  and  culm,  was, 
continued  for  thirty-five  years  longer,  on  the  follow- 
ing conditions.  First,  that  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
said  imposition,  tlie  city  should  pay  three  thousand 
pounds  per  annum  to  the  Mercer's  companv ;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  residue  should  be  applied  to  the 
Orphans'  fund :  for  the  benefit  of  which,  all  the  city 
manors,  lands,  &c.  should  stand  charged  with  the 
yearly  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  over  and  above 

the 
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the  eight  thousand  pounds  applied  by  the  former 
statute,  it  was  also  enacted,  that,  as  the  fund  for 
raising  the  four  per  cent,  interest  on  the  Orphans^ 
capital  stock,  had  produced  a  very  large  surplus  (in- 
eluding  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  seven  hun* 
dred  and  thirty-five  pounds  seventeen  shillings  aiid 
nine  pence,  due  from  the  citizens  to  the  said  fund); 
to  make  good  the  yearly  sum  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  which  ought  to  have  been  raised  on  their 
personal  estates,  this  surplus  should  be  applied  to 
pay  off'  the  principal  sum  of  the  Orphans'  debt. 

Soon  after  the  obtaining  of  this  act,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  deliberate  on  the  discharge  of  the 
Orphans'  debt,  and  to  consider  what  savings  might 
be  necessary,  to  enable  the  citizens  to  pay  the  ad- 
ditional sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  to 
this  fund,  which  was  to  commence  at  Michaelmas, 
1750.  This  committee  reported,  that,  in  order  to 
discharge  the  Orphans'  debt,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds ; 
TiJ^^hich  was  agreed  to  by  the  court  of  common- 
council,  who  empowered  the  committee  to  treat  for 
the  loan,  at  three  pounds  six  shillings  per  cent,  in- 
terest. From  the  sum  thus  borrowed,  the  chamber- 
lain,onthe  20th  of  June,  1751, was  ordered  to  discharge 
the  above  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
nine  pence,  due  to  the  fund  from  the  city,  and  place 
it  tp  the  credit  of  the  Orphans^  fund,  in  discharge  of 
the  debt.  In  conformity  to  the  terms  of  the  before- 
mentioned  statute,  the  corporation,  from  that  time^ 
constantly  raised  the  sum  of  twQ  thousand  poundsi 
per  annum. 
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CHA?.  XXXIX. 

Surplus  of  the  Guildhall  Subscription* — Dreadful  FtVtf.— 
Act  of  Commo7ucouncilfor  regulating  the  Election  of 
Sheriffs. — The  Bottle  Conjuror. ^^Teace  proclaimed.-^ 
Magnificent  Fire-'Works.'^Riot, — Instance  of  the  Effi^ 
€acy  of  the  Civil  Power. — Regulations  respecting  the 
Employment  of  foreign  Journeymen.: — Earthquakes.-'-^ 
Predicted  Recurrence  of  them.^^Gaol  Distemper. — Sr£- 
tish  Fishery  Society. — ^Trials  respecting  the  Tin-plate 
Workers^  and  opening  the  Port  of  London. — Caseof  Eli^ 
zaleth  Canning. — Deaths  of  Lord  Mayors. — Dissenters 
refuse  to  serve  the  Office  oj  Sheriff . — Opposition  to  the 
Payment  of  Toll  by  Freemen. — Borough  Market  removed. 

.  *^City  Militia  called  out. "^ Act  of  Parliament  for  build'- 
in^  Black-friars  Bridge. -^French  Hostilities. — General 
Discontent. — Change  of  Ministry. — Act  to  regulate  the 
Fishery  on  the  T flames. ^^-Temporaru  wooden  Bridge 
burnt. '-^French  Colours  hung  up  in  St.  PauVsy  and  Ord^ 
nance  deposited  in  the  Tower. — » Subscription  for  raising 
Soldiers. "^^ Successful, Campaign. — Improvements  in  the 
City.'^Sale  of  the  Gates.-^neductionofCanada.^^Death 
of  George  11. 

On  the  98th  of  January,  1748,  the  subscribers  to 
the  Guildhall  subscription,  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  soldiers  employed  in  suppressing  the  late  rebel- 
lion, held  a  general  meeting;  when  it  appeared  that 
the  surplus  then  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee, amounted  to  three  thousand  three  hundred 
pounds ;  which  sum  was  disposed  of  to  public  cha- 
rities, in  the  following  maSnner : 

£. 

To  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  -  1000 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital            -  -  1000 

Hospital  at  Bath              -  -        -  1000 

London  Infirmary            -  -        -  100 

"Westminster  Infirmary       -  -        -  100 

Infirmary  at  Hyderpark  Corner  -  100 

3300 
In 
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In  the  morning  of  the  j£5thof  March,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  Exchange-alley,  which,  notwithstanding  a 
ptentifal  supply  of  water,  and  every  poss3)le  assist* 
ance,  consumed  one  hundred  and  eighteen  houses, 
before  noon«  Four  lives  were  lost,  and  the  property 
destroyed  was  vaiued,  by  the  lowest  computation^  at 
upwards  of  two  hufidhr^  dioueniid  pounds.  A  con-* 
tiibution  was  immediateiy  set  on  feot  fer  the  retief 
of  the  ufiiflsuned  sufferers,  who  were  objects  of  cha- 
rity; whose  claims  amounted  to  eight  thousand 
pounds;  the  sum  collected  on  this  occasion  was 
live  thousand  seven  hwidred  and  seventy^our  pounds 
nioeteefi  shillings  and  four  pence;  die  whole  of 
which  was  divided  among  tii^  clainutnts.  For  the 
more  expeditious  re-building  of  the  houses  destroyed 
by  this  accident,  the  common-council  permitted  as 
many  non-freemen  as  might  be  found  necessary,  to 
be  employed  In  die  work. 

At  a  court  of  common-couad},  held  the  7th  of 
April,  a  bill  passed  for  repealing  all  former  acts  of 
'  that  court,  tcmching  the  nomination  and  election  of 
shaiffs  of  the  city  of  London  and  county  of  Middle- 
$ex,  and  for  regulating  s^uch  nominations  and  elec« 
tions  for  the  future ;  in  which  k  was  ordained,  that 
the  right  of  electing  persons  to  the  office  of  sheriff- 
alty,  shall  be  vested  in  the  liverymen,  and  that  the 
general  election  day  shall  be  the  34th  of  June,  ex* 
cept  it  be  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  following  day. 
That  the  person  or  persons  elected  to  the  said  office, 
shall  take  the  same  upon  him  or  them  on  the  vigil  of 
St.  Michael  the  archangel,  next  following  the  said 
election,  and  hold  the  same  for  and  during  the  space 
of  one  whole  year,  from  thence  next  ensuing,  and  no 
longer,  when  some  other  persons  shall  be  duly  elected, 
and  sworn  into  the  same  office  in  their  stead.  That, 
at  the  general  elections  for  sheriffs,  all  the  aldermen, 
who  have  not  served,  shall  be  put  in  nomination, 

according 
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iK^c^ding  to  tbek  seniprky,  before  aay  commq^^fv 
Tl>at  the  lord  maycM:  may,  belweea  the  14th  daiy  of 
April,  mi  the.  14th  day  of  June,  ia  every  year^  no- 
minate, in  the  court  of  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  nine 
perpoBs^  free  of  this  city,  who  shall  be  put  in  aomi« 
nation  for  the  said  office,  before  any  other  Qc^nmoner, 
imd  iwt  the  saone  order  aa  nominated  by  the  k)rd 
mayor.    That,  if  any  so  nominated  ^haU,  within  six 
day$  af^  notice,  pay  four  hundred  i^puncts  to  the 
chamberlain,  and  twenty  marks  towards  the  mainte*- 
oimce  of  the  ministers  of  the  ^yeral  prisons,  together 
with  d[ie  usual  feep,  every  such  person  i^hall  be  dis- 
charged fr(»n  serving  the  said  office,  except  he  stk^il 
iifterwards  t^e  upon  him  the  office  of  an  alderman. 
That  any  two  liverymen,  having  a  right  to  vote  at 
the  election  of  sheriffs,  nsay  nominate  any  person,  free 
of  the  city,  £»r  the  said  office^    That  no  freeman  shall 
be  disdhafged  from  such  etm^t^  or  nomination,  for 
insufficiency  of  iWealthy  unleas  he  voluntiBirily  swears* 
himiself  not  worth  fifteen  <  thousand  pounds,  in  lands^ 
goods,  andsepMate  debts,  and  the  same  be, attested 
upon  oath,  l^y  mi  jother  freemen  of  credit  and  repu- 
tation.   That  every  person  elected  shall,  at  the  next 
court  of  lord  may<Mr  and  aldermen,  give  one  thousand 
pounds  bond  to  theohamberlain,  that  he  will  take 
upon  him  ihe'sstid  office,  on  the  S8th  of  September 
next  following.    That  the. person  elected,  who  does 
not  give  bcmd  toServe»shall,Jf  an  alderman,  or  com- 
moner, of  the  lord  mayor^s  nomination,  forfeit  and 
pay  six  hundred  pounds;  but,  if  nominated  by  livery* 
men,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  only  four  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  r^overed  by  action  of  debt,  in  the 
nanae  of  ithe  chan^olain  of  London,  and  to  be  ap» 
plied  to  the  use  of  the  kHrd  mayor,  commonalty,  and 
citizens  of  London,  subject  to  the  ordei:s  and  resolu* 
tions  of  the  court  of  eommon^^council ;  except  one 
hundred  pounds  to  each  of  the  new  shefi0s,  if  two 
X'OL.  II.  Y  fines 
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fines  happen  to  be  paid,  or  fifty  pounds  to  each  of 
the  said  sherifis,  should  there  be  only  one  fine  paid. 
That  no  person  who  has  fined  shall  be  ever  after  eli- 
gible, except  he  takes  upon  him  the  office  of  an  al-  ^ 
German ;  neither  shall  any  person  be  compelled  to 
serve  the  said  office  more  than  once. 

The  year  1749  was  remarkable  for  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  impositions  that  creduUty  ever  coun- 
tenanced. About  the  middle  of  Januaiy,  an  adver- 
tisement appeared  in  the  newspapers,  informing  the 
public,  that,  on  the  I6th  instant,  a  person  would  ap- 
pear at  the  new  theatre  in  the  Haymarket^  who,  after 
playing  the  music  of  eveiy  instrument  in  use,  upon 
a  cane  belonging  to  any  of  the  spectators,  would 
walk  into  a  common  quart  bottle,  placed  upon  a  ta« 
ble  in  the  middle  of  the  stage,  in  sight  of  the  audi- 
ence, and  WQuld  sing  in  it;  and,  during  his  stay  in 
the  bottle,  any  person  might  examine  it,  and  be  sa- 
tisfied that  it  was  a  common  wine  bottle.  Some  other 
feats  were  to  be  exhibited,  equally  entertaining ;  and* 
although  it  might  be  supposed  impossible  that  man- 
kind, even  in  a  state  of  gross  ignorance,  could  be  so 
egregiously  imposed  upon,  yet  it  is  unquestionably 
true,  that  the  scheme  did  take  effect  in  the  British 
capital,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  centuty. 
On  the  eveninff  of  the  exhibition,  the  house  was 
crowded  with  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  both  sexes, 
who  sat  very  patiently  for  a  considerable  time,  with- 
out the  amusement  of  a  single  fiddle :  at  length  the 
audience  grew  tired  and  clamorous;  and  a  fellow 
came  from  behind  the  curtain,  and,  bowing,  said,  if 
the  performer  did  not  appear,  the  money  should  be 
«  returned :  at  the  same  time,  some  person  in  the  pit 
called  out,  that,  if  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  would 
give  double  price,  the  conjuror  would  get  into  a  pint 
bottle.  This  was  the  signal  for  a  riot:  the  greater 
part  of  the  audience  hurried  out  of  the  theatre,  with 

2  the 
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the  loss  of  cloaks,  hats,  wigs,  and  swords ;  part  Te- 
mained  behind,  who,  being  joined  by  th^  mob  from 
without,  tore  up  the  benches,  broke  thescenes,  pulled 
down  the  boxes,  and  entirely  demolished  the  inside 
of  the  theatre ;  all  of  which  they  carried  into  the 
street,  preceded  by  the  curtain,  fastened  to  a  pole,  as 
a  flag  of  triumph ;  where  they  converted  them  into 
a  large  bonfire.  A  strong  party  of  the  guards  was 
9ent  for,  but  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  save  any  part 
of  the  property.  No  material  injury  was  sustained 
by  any  of  the  spectators,  from  the  confusion  in  the 
house. 

The  treaty  of  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  which 
had  been  long»  in  agitation,  being  concluded,  it  was 
proclaimed  in  London,  on  the  2d  of  February ;  but 
so  little  pleasing  were  the  conditions  of  it  to  the  citi^ 
zens,  that  their  congratulations  to  his  majesty  were 
added  to  an  address  on  the  safe  delivery  of  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales. 

The  peacewas  celebrated  on  the  29th  of  April,  by 
a  more  magnificent  display  of  fireworks  than  had 
ever  been  seen  in  this  country.  The  machine  which 
contained  them  was  placed  in  the  Green-park,  and 
represented  a  magnificent  temple,  adorned  with  sta« 
tues,  paintings,  and  inscriptions.  The  number  of 
fireworks  played  ofi*,  amounted  to  upwards  of  thirty-* 
two  thousand. 

Some  sailors  having  been  ill  treated  by  ^omen  of 
the  town,  in  a  house  near  the  New-chui^ch  in  the 
Strand,  a  considerable  foody  of:  them  assembled,  on 
the  evening  of  the  1st  of  July,  armed  with  cutlasses' 
and  bludgeons,  and;  proceeded  to  the  house,  where 
they  destroyed  all  the  furniture  and  wearing  apparel^ 
and  turned. the  women  into  the  street.  On  the  fol- 
lowing night,  they  attacked  two  more  houses  in  the 
same  misuiner,  and,  the  third  day,  made  a  similar  at« 
tempt  upon  one  in  the  Old  Bailey,  from  which  the 

owners 
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owma»  had'  pretiouady  feaum^  the  goods^  ftooii  aa 
apprekeasioa}  of  their  de^ii^  k  wti^  sieI  last,  fowut 
tocessary  to  eaU  ia  the  aasiataBce  c(f  tbeBaUtery^  to 
auppFeaa  these  dangraioufi^  pnoeeediBga ;  aoid  setetat  of 
the  rk^era  were  appqrdkended  aiui  cwfMMtteQk  f(Mr 
tsiaL 

This  was  fdiowed  by  ai  cinsamstanee,  whkh  pisoves 
tiiat  the  firmness  and  ^eanper  of  a  civil  ms^^stmAm 
may  feeqiaeBdy  refider  the  inierpoaitioA  of  toe  mttft* 
lary  uoneeeasaiy*  Fifte«^  criminal  were  otd&reA 
fer  eaecutkm  on  the  1  Sth  o£  OetobeE,  aittiong  whom 
was  one  Bosavern  Penlez,  a  young  man,  convipttjl 
of  being  concerned  in  the  riot  in  the  Sttand*  A 
fescue  being  apprehiended  in  6nrour  of  Vtolet^  a 
party  of  foot-gnards  attendqd  at  Uotbom-JDoia^  to 
guard  the  prisoners  to  Tybum:  but  Mr.  Sheriff 
lanssen,  for  the  dignity  of  the  ci^  and  fans  office, 
mounted  on  horseback,  when  the  cvkd»inaib  wern  put 
into  the  carts  at  Newgate  ;  and,  having  prov&ied  ar 
sniiidenLt  guard  of  the  civil  powder,  v^y  genteelly 
dismissed  the  officer  and  his  men  at  Holborn,  and 
eondwcted  the  malefactors  to  the  place  of  executio» 
without  their  assistance.  A  greatt  numbet  of  sadovs, 
armed  with  bludgeons  and  eutlasaes,  attended  at  the 
gallows,  and  became  veiy  clamorous,  from  an  appce^ 
henskax  that  the  body  of  Penlest  woiild  be  d^ivoDed 
to  the  surgeons;  but  Mr.  Janssen  assuring  tfaem  it 
should  not,  ibey  were  pacified,  and  the  crimioals 
mete  executed  without  thio  least  obstmction. 

This  year  finished  with  a  remarkable  cause  tried 
in  the  lord  mayor'a  cocurt,  between  a  club  of  journey*^ 
mea  free  p«uateis»  plaintiffii,  and  Mf^.  How,  citizen 
sMtd  master  punter,  defendant,  &r  employing  a  porw 
son,  not  free,  to  wofk  for  himin  the  city.  The  de» 
fen  dan  t  pleaded,  and  made  it  s^ear,  by  evidenoot 
that,  from  the  want  of  free  journeymen  rf  the  trade, 
it  was  not  possible  for  the  summer  business  d  tilie 

city 
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mify  to^  lie  dont^  without  the  assistant  of  act  least  an 
equal  number  of  ti&Bi4i&meu ;  and  that  no  freeman 
w&^0^t  ve&sed,  oi  <!u>aki  s^metkncs  be  got,  on  aby 
Umu^  To  ^^ch  tile  connid  fov  the  piainti^  ve>^ 
ptosd,  with*  41  visry  kamed  argtsonentf  »pon«  a  by-law^ 
Made  by  the  cUy  in  the  mi^  e(  Queen  Anne*  The 
j«N^  went  ^»sty  nfi  loira  oi^ctock  in  the  aft^^noon^  suid 
M^Mined  tmQe^  without  agreeiog  on  theiF  "irerdict; 
aodbeingseMotrt^kganiyafid  continuing  along  time, 
ttue  QCun  oni^^  them  to  be  locked  up  in  the  room, 
wfthmt  fire,  eandle,  or  any  susteaance,  by  an  officer 
smfm  to  efeserve  the^  same,  and  to  attend  them ;  ia 
vhich^  situation  they  continued  till  six  o'clock  next 
merning,  when  they  bvought  in  a  y^dict  for  the 
filaimiJ). 

The  nMMe^  of  the  pevevsi  handicraft  traides,  find- 
m^  theinfielf^ei&  gi^^ly  ^^grieved  by  th»  recdiet,  pe« 
tvtioned  the  common-counci)  for  liberty  lo  empby 
lbfeign^09  nude;  certain  restrictioni^.  This  producedl 
n  C0imtev-p@ti1lion  from  the  joovnej^men ;  &e  com^'- 
ddraticm  of  ^biclh  vrn^  deferred  till  the  8th  of  Feteu- 
avy,  when  a  oMMnitlee  aS  six  aldennen  and  ten  com^ 
moners  met  to  zdijmt  these  disputes.  At  this  meet- 
ing, a  day  wa»  appointed  for  hefving  deputations  from 
die  masiteiB  and  journeymen,  and,  after  sevecal  ad* 
joupmn€«t&k,  thie  committee  rqxirled  their  c^inion  to* 
tfee  court;  who,  on  the  38th  of  November,  resolved, 
that  the  court  of  lord  mayor  and  aldem^^  be  em- 
powered to  grant  permission  to  any  freeman,  who 
eould  not  procure  a  sufficient  numW  of  free  jour- 
neyinen,  to  employ  foreigners^,  provided  he  has  one 
apprentice,  or  lias  had  one  withui  twelve  mondis  be- 
fore making  application  for  the  licence;  and,  in  case 
no  court  of  k^d  mayor  and  aldermen  is  held,  the  lord 
mayor  may,  on  any  Tuesday,  grant  such  licence,  for 
a  term  not  ex<ceeding  six  weekst  A  power  is,  how- 
wer,  reserved  to  thci  court  of  lc»d  mayor  and  alder- 
men. 
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hall,  in  Thames-^street,  to  reooive  tbe  duirter  t)f  ihe 
'  British  Herring  Fishery  Company,  ^ 'l^owciior  Idien- 
of.  His  royal  highness  was  reoecved  at  the  door  «€ 
the  hall  by  Mr.  Alderman  BeliieU^presklent  'vt  tht 
society,  Mr.  Alderman  Janssea,  riem  ptestdent, 
Admiral  Vernon,  General  OgtethorptSt  and  suck  of 
the  society  as  'vrsre  in  town  ;  and  afterwards  ^y  "At 
master  and  court  of  assistants  of  'the  Fishnsoiigeti^ 
company,  in  their  gowns,  who  idl  wmted  on  him  to 
their  parlour.  His  royd  highness  made  a  most 
gracious  speech,  in  which  be  expressed  his  great  re- 
gard for  the  prosperity  cf  the  city  of  London.  After 
which,  the  fishery  charter  bdng  read  by  the  cleck  of 
the  Fishmongers' c<Mnpany^  hts  rc^  highness  wished 
•  all  imaginable  success  to  this  national  undertaking, 
rad  declared  that  he  had  the  welfiue  of  it  extremely 
at  heart.  The  clerk  of  the  company  then  tibanked 
fais  royal  highness  for  the  great  honour  done  the 
society,  and  breeched  him,  in  the  name  of  the  c<Ha^ 
pany,  to  accept  of  the  freedom  thereof;  and  his 
royal  highness  being  graciously  pleased  to  accept  ai 
the  same,  it  was  presented  to  him  on  the  tviren^*' 
fifth,  in  a  gold  boK  of  the  most  exquisite  woik« 
manship. 

On  tlie  22d  of  December,  a  proclamation  wsts 
published  by  order  of  council,  promising  one  han^ 
dred  pounds  over  and  above  all  other  rewards,  for 
the  discovering  and  apprehending  any  offender,  who, 
since  the  20th  of  September,  has  <;ommitted,  or  be- 
fore the  SOth  of  December,  1751,  shall  commit,  any 
murder  or  robbery  by  violence,  or  make  an  assault 
with  offensive  weapons  with  mtent  to  rob,  in  any 
of  the  streets  of  London,  or  within  five  miles  of  tiw 
city. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  17[51,  a  cause  was 
tried  at  Hicks's  Hall,  between  the  tin-plate  workers 
and  one  Milton,  whom  they  indicted  upon  the  statute 

of 


XJOSDOJS  AND  ITi  £xvnoiis«  169 

df  Qoeea  Elizabeth,  for  exerosing  tbeir  att  iu^4 
myitei75  not  having  served  a  regular  apprenticei^bip 
to  the  same.  The  v^dict  was  giv&a  for  Milton^ 
becauae  tfa^  tm«plate  virorkers  weie  not  in.q(»r« 
pof ated  till  many  years  after  the  enacting  that 
sts^ute. 

On  the  33d  of  October  a  cause  was  heard  before 
the  lord  mayor  and  court  of  aldermen,  about  laying 
open  die  port  of  London  for  bringmg  in  foreign  oats, 
pursuant  to  a  statute,  1,  James  II.  empowering  that 
court)  in  April  and  October,  to  determine  the  com* 
mon  market  prices  of  middling  En^ish  cotu^  by  the 
oaths  of  two  substantial  persons  of  Middlesex  and 
Survey,  being  neither  merchants,  cornlactors;  meal* 
men,  nor  &ctoi8  for  importing  corn,  nor  interested  in 
the  com,  and  each  having  a  freehold  estate  of  tw«ity 
pounds,  or  a  leasehold  estate  of  fifty  pounds,  per  an-* 
ninn,  and  by  auch  other  ways  as  to  them  sball  se^on 
fit ;  and  tf  die  same  shall  appear  to  be  above  sis^teeii 
shMlings  a  quarter^ they  are  to  certify  the  same,  widi 
the  two  oadis  annexed,  to  die  oommissioners  of  the 
customs,  10  be  hung  up  in  the  custom-house.  The 
persons  that  made  the  application  were  several 
masters  of  livery-^stables,  and  inn-keepers,  and  thek 
opponents  were  the  oomfactors.  After  a  hearmg, 
which  lasted  ten  hours,  it  was  decided  for  the  cora^ 
ftctora,  five  aldermen  being  for  laying  open  the  port, 
and  five,  with  the  lord  mayor,  who  threw  in  bis  cast- 
ing vote,  a^inst  it 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1753,  Thomas  Winterbottom, 
Esq.  Lond  Mayor  of  London,  died  in  his  mayoralty,^ 
and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Alsop,  Esq. 

A  subject  of  an  extraordinary  nature  occurred  in 

the  banning  of  the  year  17^9.    A  young  woman, 

Tiamed  Bliia^h  Canning,  pretended  that,  on  the 

Ist  of  Januaiy,  as  sbe  was  returning  honie  at  night, 

Ae  was  attacked  under  Bedlam**wall  by  two  men, 
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wkdl^bbed  her  of  part  of  her  cloaths,  ga^ed  her,  and 
dragged  her  along  to  the  house  of  one  Welk,Qear£iifiekl 
Wash,  where  she  was  confined  in  a  cold  damp  room 
for  a  month,  without  any  sustenance  but  a  few  stale 
crusts  of  bread  and  about  a  gallon  of  water;  but  that 
having  at  last  made  her  escape  out  of  a  window,  she 
returned  almost  naked  to  her  mother,  who  lived  near 
Moorfields. 

The  story,  notwithstanding  its  improbability, 
operated  so  powerfully  on  the  passions  of  many, 
even  of  the  best  informed  classes,  that  laige  subscript 
tions  were  taised  for  the  prosecution  of  the  supposed 
dehnquents ;  and  the  mistress  of  the  house  at  En-t 
field,  her  servant^  and  an  old  gipsey^rwcmian,  whom 
Canning  charged  with  having  robbed  her  of  her  stays, 
were  apprehended  and  tried.  Wells  was  acquitted 
of  the  felony,  but  was  punished  as  a  bawd.  Hall,  the 
servant,  being  intimidated  by  the  magistrate  whoexa* 
dfnined  her,  turned  evidence  for  Canning;  and  Squires, 
the  gipsey,  was  convicted  of  the  robbery,  though  she 
produced  the  most  eonvincins  evidence  that  she 
was  at  Abbotsbury,  in  Dorsetshire,  on  the  night  it 
was  said  to  have  been  conunitted.  Dursag  the 
course  of  the  trial,  Canning  and  her  witnesses  con* 
tradtcted  themselves  in  many  particulars,  but  the 
prepossession  in  her  &vour  was  so  great  that  the 
most  palpable  falsehoods  advanced  by  her  and  her 
adherents  were  admitted  as  incontrovertible  truths, 
while  the  witnesses  for  Squires  were  either  so  over- 
awed by  the  rabble  that  they  durst  not  appear  in 
court ;  or,  if  they  had  sufiicient  resolution  to  give 
evidence  in  her  favour,  were  hisulted  in  such  a  man- 
'ner  that  their  lives  were  sometimes  endangered. 

Sir  Crispe  Gascoigne,  who  was  at  this  time  Lord 

Mayor  of  London,  Conducted  himself  in  this  afiatr 

with  the  greatest  justice  and  impartiality.    Con^ 

iHdering  the  improbability  of  the  charge,  and  the 

1  he^t^ 
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keat,  passion,  and  furious  zeal,  with  which:  it  was 
prosecuted ;  and^  being  convinced  of  the  old  wpman^s 
innocence  by  a  great  number  of  affidavits,  voluntas, 
rily  sent  up  from  the  country  by  persons  of  undoubt- 
ed veracity,  he,  in  conjunction  with  some  othec 
worthy  citizens,  determined  to  oppose  the  torrent 
of  popular  prejudice.  Application  was  made  to  the 
throne  for  mercy^  The  affair  was  referred  to  the 
attorney  and  solicitor-geneml,.who^  having  examined 
the  witnesses  on  both  sides,  made  their  report  in 
favour  of  SquireS)  who  was  first  respited^  and  after- 
wards received  his  majesty^s  free  pardon^ 

A  bill  of  indictment  was  preferred  by  the  lord 
mayor  against  £li2».beth. Canning  lor  perjury.  Her 
friends  did  the. like  against  the  witnesses  from  Ab- 
botsbury  in  &vour  of  Squires.  The  Abbotsbuiy 
people  appeared ;  but  no  evidence  coming  against 
them,  they  were  acquitted*  Canning,  being  ad^* 
mitted  to  bail,  at  first  < absconded,  but  afterwards 
surrendered  to  take  her  triaK  which  continued  by  ad- 
journment five  days;  when  she  was  convicted  of 
perjury^  and  committed  to  Newgate. 

When  she  was  brought  up  to  receive  sentence,  a 
new  trial  was  moved  for  on  the  affidavit  of  two  c^ 
the  j  urots,  who  swore,  that  although  they  beUeved 
her  guilty  of  perjury,  they  did  not  believe  it  to  be 
wilful  Bnd  corrupt.  The  decision  of  this  point  was 
put  off*  till  the  next  sessions ;  and,  on  the  30th  of 
May,  17<54,  it* was  adjudged  by  five  judges  then 
on  the  bench)  that  the  verdict  was  good,  and  agreea* 
ble  to  evidence/'  After  which  the  court  passed 
judgment  that  she  should  sufier  one  month^s  im- 
prisonment)  and  dien  be  transported  for  seven 
years. 

Her  supporters,  however,  made  such  diligent  ap« 
plications  in  her  favour  that  they  obtained  permission 
for  her  to  transport  herself,  and  she  wentto  America, 
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m  a  prii^ate  ship,  with  eveiy  accommodation  moaef 
could  procure  her,  and  means  were  used  to  secure 
her  a  favourable  reception  at  her  anival. 

So  truly  senaable  were  the  qitisens  of  London  of 
the  rectitude  of  Sir  Crispe  Gascoigtie's  conduct  in 
this  affair,  that  at  the  expiration  of  bis  mayoralty, 
thanks  were  voted  to  him  bv  the  common-counol 
*'  for  his  steady  perseverance  in  the  cause  of  justice ; 
his  generous  protection  of  the  distressed,  and  his  re- 
mariLable  humanity/' 

Sir  Crispe  Gascoigne  was  succeeded  in  his  office  of 
lord  maycM*  by  Edmund  Ircmside,  Esq.  who  was  so 
ill  with- the  gout  at  the  time  of  his  being  sworn  into 
office,  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  to  the  Ex-* 
chequer  in  a  sedan  diair,  and  died  on  the  S7th  of 
Novimiber.  He  was  the  fifth  lord  VMym  who  died 
in  bis  mayoralty  from  the  year  1740 ;  and  it  is  re* 
markable  that,  from  the  instituticm  of  the  office 
^ntil  that  year,  a  period  of  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  years,  such  an  event  had  only  occuned  six 
times. 

On  the  election  f<»r  sheriffs,  in  the  year  17^^ 
Geoi^  Streatfield  and  Alexander  Sheafe,  Esqs.  were 
chosen  by  a  considerable  majority,  but  being 
called  upon  to  give  bond  to  serve  the  office,  they 
declined  it,  and  gave  answer  to  the  comt  of  alder- 
men,  by  their  attomies,  that,  being  protestant 
dissenters,  they  had  not,  within  a  year  of  the  election^ 
taken  the  sacrament,  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  therefore  dared  not  to  take 
upon  them  that  office,  in  defiance  of  the  act,  1 S 
Our.  IL  Stat.  9,  Cap.  L  In  contequence  of  this 
a  common-hall  was  summoned  to  choose  other  two; 
who,,  choosing  Allan  Evans,  a  protestant  dissenter, 
he  likewise  pleaded  the  same  excuse.  The  court  of 
^GOmmon"<;ouncil  therefore,  on  the  S6th  of  Septem- 
ber, ordered  that  actions  should  be  brought  against 

all 
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all  those  geatlemen,  for  the  penalties  incurred  by 
their  refuBing  to  serve  the  office  of  sheriflf;  and  a  com- 
nuttee  was  af^ixited  to  see  the  said  prosecutions 
exeoited.  ^  .    ,. 

A  CQ^use  was  tried,  in  Michaelmas  term,  in  the 
court  of  Kiiig'84>ench;GuiIdhali,  on  an  action  brought 
by  Mr*  Richard  Holland,  a  leather-seller,  in  Newgate- 
street,  against  the  collectors  of  toll,  in  Smilhfield^ 
during  the  tkoe  of  Baftholomew-fau* ;  when  Mf« 
tfeUaiid^  witnestes  were  examined ;  but  no  persoa 
appearing  on  the  other  side,  a  verdict  was  given  in 
&vour  oi*  Mri  Holland,  on  fi£been  issues,  with  costs 
of  suit'  By  which  determination,  all  the  citizens  of 
Londcm  are  exempted  from  paying  toll  at  the  said 
&ir  for  the  future. 

In  support  of  the  ancient  pariyilege  of  the  citizens 
of  London^  to  be  exempt  from  tdl  for  tibeir  goods, 
throughout  all  England,  Mr.  Holland,  bad  also  applied 
for,  and  obtained,  a  certificate^  from  the  lord  mayor 
and  court  of  aldermen,  in  the  maycoralty  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Calvert,  by  which  the  privilege  of  exemption 
WW  not  only  allowed  to  bim,  but  extended  to  evei^ 
freeman  of  the  city  of  London. 

The  public-spirited  example  of  this  gentleman  wsa 
hnmediately  fj^Ilowed  by  the  freemen  residing  in  the 
seve^  markets  of  the  city,  who  determined  to  op- 
pose the  oppressive  demands  of  the  farmers  of  them, 
in  exacting  toll.  In  consequence  of  this  determina- 
tion, twelve  different  actions  were  brought  by  the 
fermerts  of  Newgate-market,  against  the  housekeepers 
around  it,  for  reifusing  to  pay  the  toll  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  demand  and  receive ;  and  in  July^ 
1754»  one  of  the  issues  was  tried  in  the  court  of 
Common-pleas,  at  Guildhall,  and  the  plaintiffs  were 
nonsuited ;  ever  since  which,  the  people  have  <K>nti- 
nued  free  and  unmolested. 

An 
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Ail  act  of  parliament  Was  passed,  on  the  90th  b^ 
March,  1755)  to  prevent  the  holding  of  a  market  in 
the  Borough  High-street;  which  was  soon  followed 
by  another,  on  the  petition  pf  the  inhabitants  of 
Southwark,  to  hold  a  market  on  sL  spot  of  ground^ 
west  of  the  high-street,  called  the  Triangle* 

On  the  1 5th  of  November^  the  secretary  of  war 
sent  an  order  to  the  couit  of  aldermen,  acquainting 
them,  that  the  motions  of  the  French  indicated  an 
intention  of  invading  England,  and  that^  th^efore^ 
the  militia  must  hold  diemselves  in  readiness  to 
march.  In  consequence  of  this,  a  court  of  lieute- 
nancy was  immediately  summoned  to  carry  tlie  ^id 
order  into  execution ;  who,  on  the  20th,  directed  the 
six  regiments  to  be  exercised  in  the  Artillery-ground^ 
by  divisions  of  font  companies  each  day4 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  the  18th  of 
December,  the. petition  for  a  new  bridge  at  Black- 
friars,  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  committee 
appointed  fcnr  that  purpose,  was  agreed  to  by  a  ma-^ 
jority  of  thirty-four:  and  Mr.  Sheriff  Whitehead  was 
ordered  to  present  the  same  to  the  house.  This  pe- 
tition was  accordingly  presented,  on  the  13th  of  Ja- 
nuary following;  and  an  act  of  parliament  wa?  soon 
after  passed  for  that  purpose.  By  this  act,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council,  were  directed 
to  form  the  said  bridge  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  there 
should  remain  a  free  and  open  passage  for  the  water, 
through  the  arches,  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
at  least,  within  the  banks  of  the  river ;  and  that  no 
buildings,  except  the  proper  gates  and  toll-houses, 
be  erected  thereon.  The  said  mayor,  &c.  were  em- 
powered to  make,  widen,  and  enlarge,  such  streets, 
ways,  and  passages,  as  they  should  think  necessary, 
to  and  froxQ,  the  said  bridge,  and  to  agree  with  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  such  lands,  tenements,  or 

hereditaments, 
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hereditaments,  as  they  should  think  proper  to  be  pur- 
chased, removed,  or  pulled  down,  for  that  purpose. 
The  act  also  provided,  that  a  proper  number  of  lamps 
be  fixed  on  the  ^aid  bridge,  and  a  number  of  watchi 
men  appointed  for  the  safety  of  passengers.    And,  to 
defray  the  expenses  attending  the  completion  of  this 
undertaking,  the  mayor,  &c.  were  empowered,  after 
the  bridge  should  be  finished,  to  appoint  a  toll,  not 
exceeding  a  rate  specified,  and  to  borrow  any  sum, 
not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  pounds  per  annum, 
upon  the  credit  of  the  tolls,  until  the  whole  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  be  raised, 
to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  this  act. 
,    The  king  having  informed  both  houses  of  parlia* 
ment,  that  he  had  received  repeated  advices  of  the 
military  preparations  made  in  the  various  ports  of 
France,  and  that  there  was  great  reason  to  suspect 
the  French  intended  to  invade  England  or  Ireland, 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-pouncil,  pre- 
sented an  address  to  his  majesty,  on  the  6th  of  April, 
in  which  they  assured  him  of  their  loyal  affection, 
and  their  determined  resolution  to  exert  themselves 
to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  in  support  of  his  per- 
son and  government. 

The  designs  of  the  French  were  soon  manifested 
by  a  descent  upon  Minorca;  the  intelligence  of  which 
no  sooner  arrived,  than  war  was  declared,  on  the 
18th  of  May,  at  the  usnial  places,  and  with  the  accus- 
tomed ceremonies. 

This  period  produced  the  institution  of  the  Marine 
Society,  by  the  voluntary  association  of  several  mer- 
chants and  others ;  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Mr. 
Jonas  Hanway,  a  gentleman  ever  active  in  schemes 
for  the  public  good. 

The  general  discontent  of  the  people,  at  the  loss  of 
Minorca,  was  greatly  increased  by  the  ministry  bring- 
ing in  a  number  of  Hanoverian  troops,  to  protect  and 

defend 
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deSmd  the  country  from  the  French ;  wad  prbdaced 
an  address  to  his  majesty,  from  die  ciliasens  of  Lou- 
doo,  in  which  they  represent  the  evils  brought  coi  die 
state  by  the  negiigence  or  incapacity  of  his  ministem, 
and  call  for  justice  upon  the  autiiors  of  them.  Si«* 
milar  addresses  were  presented  from  mosd  of  the 
other  corporations  and  counties  in  the  kingdom. 

His  majesty,  to  convince  the  people  how  desirous 
he  was  of  pursuing  such  measures  as  might  be  satis* 
factory  to  them,  as  well  as  consistent  with  die  go- 
Temment  of  his  kingdom,  ofdered  the  Hanoverian 
troops  to  withdraw  to  their  own  country,  auMi  ad- 
mitted  the  expediency  of  a  national  militia.  He 
likewise  appointed  the  Rt.  Hon.  Henry Bilson  Legge, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and,  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, 1756,  he  dismis^  Mr.  Fox,  and  delivered 
the  seals  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  William  Pitt,  making  him 
Secretary  of  State  and  prime  Minister.  These  ap- 
pointments gave  the  highest  satisfaction,  not  only  to 
the  citizens  <tf  London,  but  to  all  those  who  were 
well-wishers  to  their  country ;  and  produced  such 
measures  as  intirely  restored  the  king  to  the  confi- 
dence of  his  subjects.  This  event  produced  the  mi- 
litia, bill,  which  is  considered  as  a  barrier  of  the  peiv 
pie's  liberty  against  ministerial  power;  and  the  inte- 
rest of  the  nation  became  the  touchstone  of  every 
measure  {Ht>posed  by  the  administmtion. 

But  this  satis&ctory  state  of  aflbiis  was  of  short  du- 
ration :  the  administration,  finding  their  unwise  mea- 
sures opposed  by  the  two  fiivourites  of  the  nation, 
and,  dreading  their  integrity,  prevailed  on  his  ma- 
jesty to  dismiss  them  from  their  places,  which  was 
done  on  the  9th  of  April,  17^7. 

This  revolution  was  no  sooner  known,  than  the 
whole  nation  seemed  to  rise  up  as  one  man  in  their 
favour,  and  the  people  took  every  means  they  could 
devise  to  testify  their  respect  for  them.    The  city  of 

London 
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London  led  the  way ;  and,  on  the  15th  of  April,  in 
a  court  of  common-council,  it  was  proposed,  and 
unanimously  agreed,  to  present  each  of  them  with 
the  freedom  of  the  city  of  London,  in  a  gold  box,  of 
the  value  of  one  hundred  guineias* 

An  act  of  paiTliament  was  passed  in  this  year,  to 
regulate  the  fishery  in  the  river  Thames,  and  for  the 
more  speedy  punishment  of  offenders,  by  which 
the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  are  empowered  to- 
make  rules  and  ordinances,  from  time  to  time, 
for. the  government  of  all  persons  concerned  in  that 
fishery. 

On  the  1 1th  of  April,  1758,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven  o^clock  at  night,  a  temporary  wooden 
bridge,  built  for  the  convenience  of  carrij^s  and 
foot-passengers,  while  Loiidon-bridge  was  widening 
and  repairing,  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire. 

His  majesty  liaving  been  pleased  to  order,  that 
the  colours  taken  from  the  French  at  Louisburgh, 
should  be  hung  up  in  St.  PauFs  cathedral,  they  were' 
escorted  from  Kensington  to  the  west  door  of  the 
church,  with  great  mi  htary  pomp,  on  the  6th  day  of 
September;  and,  on  the  16th,  the  cannon  and  mor-* 
tars,  taken  at  Gherburgh,  passed  through  the  city,  in 
grand  procession,  and  were,  deposited  in  the  Tower 
of  London. 

The  power  of  the  enemy  in  Germany  being  very 
considerable,  and  continual  recruits  wanted  to  sup- 
ply the  great  draughts  of  men  necessary  to  be  made 
from  £ngland,  to  defeat  their  designs,  the  lord  mayor 
sunymoned  a  court  of  common-council  to  meet  on 
the  14th  of  August,  1759,  when  his  lordship  informed 
the  court,  that  he  had  called  them  together  to  deli- 
berate on  a  proposition  of  great  consequence  to  the 
service  of  their  king  and  country,  and  hoped  that 
the  result  would  be  such  as  should  do  honour  to  the 

VOL,  IT.  *  A  a  city. 
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Qiity»  b^  provitag  the  eiacerity  of  their  professiohs  to 
his  msyesty. 

In  consequence  of  his  lordship's  proposition,  the 
court,  ^mong  other  considerations^  resolved  and  or-^ 
dered,  that  voluntary  subscripti<Mi8  should  be  re^ 
ceived,  in  die  chamber  of  London,  to  be  appro- 
priated as  bounty-money,  to  such  persons  as  diould 
enter  into  his  majesty^s  service ;  and  that  the  city 
subscribe  one  thousand  pounds  for  this  purpose. 

This  subscription  met  with  such  universal  enoou* 
lagement,  that,  from  an  account  published  at  the 
time^  it  appears,  that  the  money  subscribed  amounted 
to  seven  thousand  and  thirty-nine  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings ;  and  the  number  of  man  enlisted,  to  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

The  successes  of  the  year  17^9  wcr^  many  and 
great ;  but  the  last  c^  them,  the  conquest  of  Quebec, 
was  considered  of  such  importance,  that^  immedi- 
ately on  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  it,  a  court  of 
commons-council  was  called,  and  an  address  to  his 
mi^esty  unanimously  voted,  expressive  of  their  great 
JntisiacU<Mi ;  in  which,  after  enumerating  the  advan- 
tages gained  ta  the  cDunse  of  the  year,  they  describe 
them  as  events,  such  as  will  for  ever  render  his  m»* 
jesty's  auspicious  reign  the&vourite  hsrain  the  hi»* 
tory  of  Great  Britain. 

^  The  year  1760  offers  a  memorable  instance  of  the 
strict  impartiality  of  the  British  laws.  Earl  Ferrers, 
from  motives*  which  never  clearly  appeared,  had 
murdered  his  steward;  firar  which  he  was  tn^  and 
convicted  beifore  the.  Hoiuse  of  Lords,  and  received 
sentence  of  death ;  and,  on  the  5di  of  May,  he  w(is 
hailed  at  Tyburn,  and  his  body  delivered  to  the  sur* 
geons,  to  be  anatomized.  Neither  the  plea  of  insa* 
nity,  n(»-  his  rank,  nor  his  alliance  with  royalty,  could 
produce  the  slightest  deviation  from  that  equal 

justice^ 
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juitioe,  wludt  is  adimoistei^d  to  all  tanks;  and 
he  safibred  the   same  punishment,   in  the  same.  ' 
piaee,  as  a  murderer  of  die  lowest  cbes  of  tiie  ccoir 
munity. 

Several  ]^aDs  having  been  preiMled  lo  the  com- 
mttsM  appointed  for  managing'  the  hew  bridge  to  be 
erected  at  Black-friars,  they  at  length  gave  the  pre- 
ference to  Mr.  Mjine,  a  Scots  architect;  and  the  first 
pile  for  the  bridge  was  driven  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1760. 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  the  17th  of 
the  same  month,  the  committee  of  the  city  lands 
were  empowered  to  jput  in  execution  an  act  of  par- 
Uament,  passed  the  last  sessions,  for  widening  and 
improving  the  several  streets  in  the  city ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  they  directed  an  opening  to  be  made,  as 
soon  as  possible,  from  the  east  end  of  Crutched-friars 
into  the  Minories, 

Among  other  regulations  under  the  said  act,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  pull  down  the  city  gates ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  said  committee  sold  Aldgate 
for  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  poVinds  ten  shil- 
lings; Cripplegate  for  ninety-one  pounds,  and  Lud- 
gate  for  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  pounds;  to  be 
pulled  down,  and  taken  away  by  the  purchaser, 
within  a  limited  time.  The  statue  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, which  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Ludgate,  was 
purchased  by  Alderman  Gosling,  and  set  up  against 
the  east  end  of  St.  Dunstan's  church,  in  Sleet- 
street. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  the  lord  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  common-council,^  again  waited  on  his 
majesty  with  a  congratulatory  address,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  conquest  of  Canada,  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  Montreal.  But,  while  the  people  were 
exulting  in  the  success  of  the  British  arms,  and  mu- 

4  tual 
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tual  professions  of  loyalty,  confidence,  and  pro- 
tection, appeared  between  the  king  and  his  subr 
jects,  particularly  the  citizens  of  London,  a  gloom 
was  thrown  over  their  happiness,  by  the. sudden 
death  of  the  king;  who  expired  on  the  morning 
of  the  S6th  of  October,  in  the  seventy-seventk 
year  of  his.  age,  and  thirty-fourth  of  his  reign. 


It 
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CHAP.  XL. 

Accession  of  his  present  Majesty. -^-Lord  Mayor  sworn  in 

privately, Kigkt  of  the  City  to  the  Tolls  of  Markets 

tried, — The  Freedom  of  the  City  not  to  le  voted  withoui 
previous  Notice, '--^Discontents  m  consequence  of  the  Rise 
in  Porter.— Honours  lestotuedonMr.  Onslow  ^--Marriage 
of  the  King, — CoronaJtion.^-^Instructvons  to  the  City  Re* 
presentatives, — Vote  of  Thanks  to  Mr,  Pitt, — Their  Ma- 
jesties  entertained  at  Guildhall, "^Cock-lane  Ghost.^^-^ 
New  Pavements.'^^Dissenters  relieved  from  being  called 
on  to  serve  the  Office  of  Sheriff. — Birth  of  the  Prince  ^ 
Wales, — Flood, — Peace  proclaimed, — Cyder  Act, — Riot 
in  the  Savoy, ^^-Apprehension  and  subsequent  Discharge 
of  Mr.  Wilkes, — Accident  on  Tower-hill, — Dreadful 
Storm. — Riot  on  burning  the  North  Briton. — Mr.  Wilkes 
quits  the  Kingdom. 

PERHAPS  no  prince  ever  received  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment under  more  happy  circumstances,  ca*  amidst 
more  universal  applause  from  his  subjects,  than  his 
present  majesty.  As  soon  as  proper  notice  was  given 
of  the  king^s  death,  the  privy  council  assembled,  to 
give  orders  for  proclaiming  his  successor;  and  next 
day  the  new  sovereign  was  proclaimed,  before  Saville 
House,  in  Leicester-fields,  in  presence  of  the  great 
officers  of  state,  the  nobiUty,  the  lord  mayor  and  al- 
dermen of  the  city  of  London,  and  a  great  number  of 
persons  of  the  first  distinction ;  and  the  proclamation 
was  repeated  at  the  usual  places  in  the  metropolis, 
with  the  accustomed  ceremonies,  amidst  the  accla- 
mations of  a  vast  concourse  of  spectators. 

On  the  28th,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
London  attended  the  king,  at  Leicester-house,  with 
compliments  of  condolence  and  congratulation ;  an 
address  was  presented  to  him  by  the  citizens,  in 
their  corporate  capacity;  as  also  another  to  the  Prin- 
cess 
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cess  Dowager  of  Wales,  his  mother.  This  example 
was  followed  by  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the 
city,  the  clergy  of  London  and  Westminster,  and 
all  the  bodies  poUtic  and  corporate  in  the  three  king* 
doms. 

The  lord  mayor's  day  happening  this  y«ar  oq  a 
Sundi^,  Sir  Matthew  raackiston,  the  mayor  elect, 
was  not  sworn  into  his  office  till  the  day  following ; 
when,  on  account  of  the  recent  death  of  the  kipg, 
who  was  not  yet  interred^,  the  usual  ceremotues 
were  omitted,  and  he  went  privataly  isk  hia  coach, 
attended  by  the  akdQrai«ii5  to  be  swoui  into  his 
office. 

In  the  eveniftg  of  the  same  day,  the  remains  of  his 
late  mdesty  were  removed  from  Kensington  palace, 
where  he  died,  to  the  prince's  cbamberj  and  there 
lay  in  state  till  the  next  night,  when  they  were  in- 
terred, with  great  funeral .  pomp,  in  the  royal  vault 
under  Henry  Vlltli^s  chapel,  in  Westminster  Abbey ; 
his  youngest  son,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland^  artt€^n4^ 
log  as  chief  mourner. 

About  this  time,  two  causes  were  tried  in  the 
court  of  KingVb^h,  Guildhall,  resecting  the 
right  of  the  city  to  take  toll  for  pirovisions  exposbed  to 
sale  before  houses  in  the  markets.  They  were  tried 
bef(»re  a  jury  of  non-freen^u ;  and  the  purtiea  in  th« 
first  were^  the  citizens  of  London,  plaintiffs,  and  Ed'^ 
ward  Smith  and  Ralph  Twyford,  salesmen,  in  New^^ 
gate  market,  defendants*  The  other  parties  wera  "^ 
the  same  plaintiffs,  and  John  Cope,  a  salesman,  do-* 
fendant,  for  the  sale  of  provisions  in  White-bait^ 
street,  an  avenue  or  passive  leading  to  Newgate 
market  In  each  of  these  causes,  the  jury  gave 
a  verdict  for  the  city ;  by  which  the  citiaens  ultimately, 
established  their  right  to  the  tolls,  not  mly  in  the 
markets,  but  also  in  the  avenues  or  passages  leading 
thet'eto. 

At 
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At  a  court  of  common-oouncil)  helfl  the  1 8th  of 
February,  1761,  a  moticm  was  mad^  to  present  tho 
freedom  of  the  city  to  Sir  John  Phflips^  Bart,  and 
(jieorge  Cooke,  Esq.nieiiibers  for  Middlesex,  for  their 
singular  services  .  in  wpporcmg  auch  resolutions  of 
the  City  as  mquired  the  aid  and  authority  of  parlia* 
ment.  As  there  had  not  been  any  previous  intima« 
tion  givea  to  the  members,  that  such  a  question 
would  be  moved,  it  was  considered  by  many,  as  a 
motion  intended  to  be  carried  by  surprise,  and  was 
opposed,  by  some,  with  great  warmth^  as  an  irregular 
proceeding ;  but,  on  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  by  38  against  33.  The  court,  however,  though 
they  were  not  averse  to  the  compliment  beslx>wed  on 
those  gentlemen,  determined  to  guard  against  any 
such  hasty  measure  in  foture ;  and  di^refore  un&ni' 
mously  resolved,  that  no  person  should  have  the 
frsedom  of  the  city  presented  to  him,  unless  the 
motion  was  made  at  a  court  preceding  that  in  which 
the  question  should  be  put. 

Aniong  the  acts  of  parliament  passed  during  this 
session,  was  one  for  laying  an  additional  duty  on 
strong  beer.  Loud  clamours  were  excited  by  this 
tax  among  the  class  of  labouring  people,  especially 
in  the  metropolis,  where  some  -  few  publicans  at* 
tempted  to  misd  the  price  double  the  amount  of  the 
tax ;  but,  as  they  did  not  act  in  concert,  those  houses 
in  which  the  experiment  was  made,  were  imme- 
diately abandoned  by  their  customers.  The  streets 
Ksounded  with  the  noise  of  vulgar  discontent,  which 
did  not  even  respect  the  young  sovereign ;  and,  if 
the  price  of  strong  beer  had  been  actualfy  raised  to 
the  consumer,  in  all  probability  some  dangerous  tu<« . 
mult  would  have  ensued. 

The  business  of  the  session  being  brought  to  a 

close,  the  parliament  was  dissolved  on  the  30th  of 

March,  and  writs  Wer^  issued  out  for  the  election^ 

^  a  new 
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a  new  one.  Previous  to  this,  Arthur  Onslow,  Esq. 
who  had  filled  the  ehair  of  the  House  of  Commons 
with  great  abilities  and  dignity,  signified  his  inten-r 
tion  of  retiring  from  that  station ;  on  which  occasion^ 
the  House  addressed  bis  majesty,  to  confer  some 
mark  of  his  royal  favour  i^pon  him,  for  his  great  and 
eminent  services,  for  the  space  of  thirty-three  years, 
and  upwards ;  which  the  king  complied  with,  by  set- 
tling an  annual  pension  of  three  thousand  pounds 
upon  him,  for  his  own  life  and  that  of  his  son.  And 
the  court  of  common-council,  desirous  of  testifying, 
their  high  sense  of  the  merits  of  this  venerable  pa^ 
triot,  voted  him  the  freedom  of  the  city:  which  was 
presented  to  him  in  a  gold  box,  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  guineas. 

A.  treaty  of  marriage  having  been  concluded  be-r 
tween  his  majesty  and  the  Princess  Charlotte  Sophia, 
of  Mecklenburgh  Strelitz,  the  nuptials  were  solem- 
nized by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  on  the  18th 
of  September,  1761,  in  the  presence  of  the  royal  fa- 
njily,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  nobility. 

The  whole  nation  united  in  testifying  their  joy  on- 
this  occasion ;  the  amiable  character  of  the  princess 
promising  future  felicity  both  to  her  royal  consort 
and  his  subjects.  On  the  14th,  the  lord  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  common-«counci],  presented  their  con- 
gratulations to  the  royal  pair  on  their  nuptials;  as 
also  to  the  Princess  Dowager  of  Wales ;  which  wer© 
graciously  received  by  the  royal  parties.  It  was  on 
this  occasion  that  the  common-council  appeared  in 
tnazarine  blue  silk  gowns,  agreeable  to  an  order  of 
that  court,  made  a  short  time  before;  which  greatly 
contribute  to  heighten  the  solemnity  and  grandeur  of 
their  public  appearance,  v 

On  the  22d,  his  majesty's  coronation  was  per- 
formed in  the  Abbey-church,  at  Westminstqr,  with 
tii«. usual  solemnities.    Their  majesties,  and  the 

princess 
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princess  dowager  went,  in  the  morning,  through  thd 
park,  from  St.  James's,  in  chairs,  and  their  attendants 
in  coaches,  to  Westminster-hall ;  from  thence  they 
walked,  about  twelve  o'clock,  in  grand  procession, 
to  the  Abbey.  After  the  ceremony,  which  lasted 
six  hours,  they  returned  to  the  hall,  where  they 
dined  most  magnificiently,  in  the  presence  of  num- 
berless spectators  richly  dressed.  All  the  way  of 
the  procession  was  lined  with  crowded  scaffolds, 
and  the  Abbey  also  was  as  full  and  splendid  as  pos- 
sible. On  the  queen's  entrance  into  the  hall,  three  • 
thousand  wax  tapers  were  all  lighted  in  less  than 
five  minutes.  The  royal  standard  was  hoisted  at  the 
Tower,  the  ships  in  the  river  displayed  their  flags, 
the  streets  were  universally  illunlinated,  and  there 
was  an  entire  stagnation  of  all  sorts  of  business. 

A  little  before  the  procession  began,  proceeded 
that  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Dowager 
of  Wales,  from  the  House  of  Lords,  across  Old 
Palace-yard,  on  a  platform  erected  for  that  purpose, 
to  the  south-cross  of  Westminster  Abbey.  She  was 
led  by  the  hand  by  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Wil- 
.  liam  Henry,  dressed  in  white  and  silver.  Her  train, 
which  was  of  silk,  was  but  short,  and  her  hair  flowed 
down  her  shoulders  in  hanging  curls. 

The  rest  of  the  princes  and  princesses,  her  high- 
nesses's  children,  followed  in  this  order: 

His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Henry  Frederick, 
also  in  white  and  silver,  handing  his  sister,  the 
Princess  Louisa  Anne,  dressed  in  a  slip  with  hanging 
sleeves.  Then  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Fre- 
drick William,  in  the  same  dress,  handing  his 
youngest  sister,  the  Princess  Caroline  Matilda,  dress- 
ed also  in  a  slip  with  hanging  sleeves. 

The  other  persons  who  made  up  this  procession 
were  those  who  had  not  a  right  to  walk  with  their 
majesties, 

voi,.  u,  Bb  The 
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The  procession  was  closed  by  three  MabotneCan 
ambassadors,  in  the  proper  dresses  of  their  country, 
having  turbans  of  fine  muslin  on  their  heads,  and 
long  gowns  of  flowered  and  laced  silk ;  their  sabre9 
were  crimson,  and  in  each  of  them  w:ere  enclosed  a 
dagger  and  poniard. 

The  great  diamond  in  his  majesty's  crown  fell 
but  in  returning  from  the  Abbey  to  .Westnunster- 
hall,  but  was  immediately  found  and  restored. 

The  nation  in  general,  and  the  corporation  of 
London  in  particular,  being  greatly  disccH^tented  at 
the  measures  of  the  court,  and  particularly  at  the  re* 
signationof  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  conduct  in  admini^ratioA 
they  highly  esteemed,  the  court  of  common-council, 
on  the  22d  of  October,  unanimously  resolved  to  in- 
struct the  city  inembers  on  the  sense  of  the  citizens 
respecting  the  present  critical  conjuncture.  Ac- 
cordingly, instructions  were  drawn  up  and  delivered 
to  the  four  members  ;  the  principal  articles  in  which 
were  :  To  endeavour  at  a  repeal  or  amendment  of 
the  late  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  in 
respect  of  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  com-* 
pulsive  clause  (which  was  accordingly  done  by 
§tat.  2,  Geo.  III.  cap.  2).  To  promote  all  necessary 
measures  for  the  establishing  good  ec(Miomy  in  the^ 
distribution  of  the  national  treasure  :  To  oppose  all 
attempts  for  giving  up  such  places  as  might  tend  ta 
lessen  our  present  security,  restore  the  naval  power 
of  France,  and  expose  us  to  fresh  hostilities ;  parti- 
cularly to  preserve  our  sole  and  exclusive  right  to. 
our  acquisitions  in  North  America,  and  its  fisheries; 
and  lastly,  to  concur  in  prosecuting  the  war  with 
the  utmost  vigour,  so  as  to  obtain  a  safe  and  honour- 
able peace.  .  . 

At  the  same  time  another  motion  wasi  made,  that 
the  thanks  of  the  court  be  given  to  the  Bight  Hon. 
Mr.  Pitt,  for  the  many  and  important  services  render-p- 

ed 
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«d  to  his  king  Md  country.  And  a  tliird  motion 
was  made,  that  the  committee,  in  their  thanks  to  Mn 
Pitt,  do  lament  his  resignation,  &c.  These  motions, 
with  the  excepticm  of  the  last,  on  which  there  was 
a  division;  one  hundred  and  nine  being  for  it,  and 
only  fifteen  against  it,  were  unanimously  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

According  to  ancient  custom,  the  lord  mayor  who 
is  first  elected  to  that  office  after  a  coronation,  in- 
vites the  king,  and  queen,  if  there  is  one  at  the  time, 
to  dine  at  Guildhall  on  lord  mayor^s  day.  Sk 
Samtiel  Eludyer,  being  chosen  to  that  office,  had  the 
honour  of  entertaining  their  majesties  on  this  occa- 
skm.  The  ceremonial  was  conducted  with  the 
greatest  magnificence,  -all  ranks  striving  with  each 
other  to  manifest  their  loyalty  and  attachment.  The 
pageants  and  decorations  were  more  pompous  than 
had  been  on  any  former  occasion ;  and  the  enters 
tainment  was  elegant,  sumptuous,  and  well  conduct^ 
ed.  His  majesty  and  all  the  royal  family  expressed 
their  entire  approbation  of  it;  and  the  nobility  and 
foreign  minfstets  acknowledged  it  to  have  been  fair 
beyond  any  they  had  ever  seen. 

At  a  court  6f  common-council,  held  on  the  18th 
of  November,  it  was  resolved  that  a  statue  of  his  ma- 
jesty should  be  erected  in  the  Royal  Exchange ;  arid 
that  his  picture,  with  that  of  the  queen,  should  be 
put  in  Guildhall.  Their  majesties,  having  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  intentions  of  the  court,  conde- 
scended to  sit  for  their  pictures,  which  were  sooii 
after  placed  over  the  hustings  in  Guildhall,  and  the 
statoe  of  the  king  was  placed  beside  that  of  his 
grandfather  in  the  Exchange. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1762,  the  inhabitants 
of  London  and  Westminster  were  alarmed  by  an 
imposture  of  a  singular  nature,  carried  on  in  the 
house  of  one  Parsons,  clerk  of  the  parish  of  St 

Sepulchre, 
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Sepulchre,  and  resident  in  Cock-lane,  West  Smitii^ 
field.   His  daughter,  a  girl  of  ten  years  of  age,  being 
tutored  for  the  purpose,  pretended  to  be  visited  by 
the  spirit  of  a  young  woman  who  had  formerly  hved 
in  the  house,  and  had  died  about  a  year  and  a  half 
before  this  period*    This  woman,  who  went  by  the 
name  of  Fanny,  had  lived  with  a  Mr.  Kent,  a  broker, 
.who  had  been  the^husband'of  her  sister,  and  would 
willingly  have  taken  Fanny  to  wife,  but  this  union 
being  forbidden  by  the  canon  law,  the  parties  agreed 
to  dispense  with  the  ceremonies  of  the  church,  and 
lived  together  until,  to  the  great  grief  of  her  lover, 
she  died  of  the  small  pox.     K^nt,  it  seems,  had  in- 
curred the  resentment  of  Parsons  by  pressing  him 
for  the  payment  of  some  money  he  had  lent  him : 
and  this  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  source  of  this 
diabolical  contrivance.     His    daughter,    who   had 
been  a  favourite  of  Fanny's^  pretended  to  see  her  spirit; 
she  was  seized  with  apparent  fits  and  tremblings ; 
strange  noises  of  knocking,  scratching,  whispering, 
fluttering,  &c.  were  heard  in  the  presence  of  the 
girl }  and  a  woman,  who  lived  in  the  house  and  was 
an  accomplice  in  the  scheme,  pretended  to  explain 
these  different  noises ;  all  of  which  tended  to  show 
that  she  had  been  poisoned  by  her  admirer.  The  cir* 
cumstances  of  this  strange  visitation  being  reported, 
with  many  idle  exaggerations,  interested  the  public 
to  such  a  degree,  that  nothing  was  talked  of  in  att 
assemblies,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  but  the 
Cock-lane  ghost ;    to  \Vhich  there  was  a  continual 
flux  and  reflux  of  people  of  all  ranks :  even  some  of 
the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  lent  a  countenance  ta 
the  fraud  by  joining  in  the  superstitious  throng  who 
daily  flocked  to  hear  it.    To  such  a  height  d^  this 
silly  infatuation  at  length  arri\^,  that  all  the  sug^ 
gestions  of  reason  proved  ineffectual  to  stop  it :  the 
most    glaring  iaconsistenqies    weire   reconciled  in 

support 
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support  of  the  supernatural  visitation,  while  the  un-^ 
fortunate  object  of  it  was  universally  detested  as  an 
infamous  murdearer;  who,  having  robbed  a  poor 
girl  of  her  innocence,  and  become  satiated  with  het 
person,  had  consigned  her  to  an  untimely  end.    In 
vain  he  published  the  affidavits  of  the  physician  and 
apothecary  who  attended  her  in  her  last  illness:  in 
vain  he  availed  himself  of  the  testimony  of  thos«i 
who  were  with  her  in  her  last  moments,  and  saw  the 
tender  parting  between  her  and  the  man  whom  her 
spirit  was  now  supposed  to  impeach.     The  moro 
pains  he  took  in  his  own  justification,  the  more 
deeply  were  the  people  impressed  with  the  convic- 
tion of  his  guilt.     Unda:  this  dreadful  persecution » 
he  had  recourse  to  the  protection  of  the  law,  by  com- 
mencing a  suit  against  the  father  of  the  child,  an 
ecclesiailtic  who  had  been  veiy  instrumental  in  pro-^ 
moting  the  imposture^  and  some  others  who  had  been 
more,  pr  less  active  in  ruining  his  reputation  and 
fortune.     They  were  indicted  for  a  conspiracy,  andi 
tried  befc^re  Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  who  re- 
sisted an  attempt  that  was  made  to  prove  that  the 
visitation  was  supernatural.    He  treated  such  a  sup- 
position with  the  ccmteinpt  it  deserved,  and  pro-* 
nounced  the  whole  to  be  an  infamous  imposture, 
contrived  and  carried  on  to  effect  the  ruin  of  an  in- 
nocent person;    and  the  jury  before  whom  it  was 
tried  convicted  all  the  parties  of  the  conspiracy. 
Parsons  was  condemned  to  stand  in  the  pillory  three 
times  in  one  month,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  two 
years ;    his  wife  was  imprisoned  for  one  year ;  the 
woman  who  acted  as  interpreter  was  committed  to 
Bridewell,  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  six  months, 
and  the  clergyman  and  another  person  who  had 
been  active  in  the  transaction  were  dismissed  with  a 
severe  reprimand,  after    having  compromised   the 
jSL&a^s  with  the  prosecutor,  to  whom  they  paid  a 

considerably 
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considerable  sum  of  money,  as  a  reparation  ibr  the 
icgury  be  had  sustained. 

In  this  session  of  parUament  an  act  was  passed  for 
new  paving  the  streets,  and  removing  the  posts  and 
signs  that  had  iong  been  a  blemish  to  the  principal 
parts  of  this  metropolis.  The  pavement,  befcMre,  wa& 
e:8:ceedingly  inconveni^it)  as  wieU  to  foot  passengers 
as  those  who  were  obliged  to  travel  in  the. highway; 
but  by  virtue  of  this  act,  they  were  .both  altered,  and 
the  principal  parts  of  the  cities  of  London. and  West- 
minster were  paved  in  the  elegant  as  well  as  conve- 
nient manner  in  which  they  now  appear. 
.  A  scheme  had  been  projected  to  reduce  «he  price 
pf  fish,  by  bringing  it  from  distant  ports  to  London 
and  Westminster  by  land  carrii^e.  This  scheme  be- 
ing laid  before  the  parliament,  an  act  was  obtained 
for  carrying  it  into  execution ;  btit,  after  having  tried 
it  for  some  years,  the  expenses  were  found  to  ex- 
ceed the  produce  so  greatly,  that  it  wte  discon- 
tinued. 

On  the  5th  of  July  came  on  at  Guildhall,  a  cause 
which  had  been  long  depending  between  'the  city 
and  the  dissenters,  concerning  the  eligibility  and  o]>- 
ligation  of  the  latter  to  serve  the  office  of  sheriff; 
when,  after  several  learned  pleadings,^  the  judges 
gave  their  opinicm,  that  dissenters  were  not  obliged 
to  serve  that  office* — This  determination  was  afters- 
wards  confirmed  by  the  House  of  Lords. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1762,  about  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  her  majesty  was  safely  delivered  of 
a  prince,  which  event  was  immediately  announced 
by  a  discharge  of  the  Tower  guns.  Soon  after  her 
majesty  was  delivered,  the  waggons  loaded  with  the 
treasure  of  the  Hermione  (a  Spanish  register  ship, 
taken  by  the  Active  and  Favourite,  two  English  fri- 
^tes)  entered  St.  James^s^treet,  in  their  way  to  the 
Tower ;  on  which  his  majesty  and  the  nobility  went 

to 


LONDON  AKD  ITS  EKTIROKS.  191 

to  the  windows  over  the  patace-gate,  to  see  them, 
and  j<^ned  their  acclamations  on  two  such  joyful  i 

events.     The   waggons,   twenty   in  number,  were  I 

preceded  by  a.  company  of  light  horse^  with  kettle- 
drums, trumpets,  French  horns,  and  hautboys. 
Each  waggon  av4[is  escorted  by  four  marines,  with 
bayonets  fixed,  and  decorated  with  Spanish  colours 
beneath  those  of  England.  The  treasure  was 
conveyed  to  the  Bank,  and  was  estimated  at 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars,  besides  other 
valuable  effects. 

On  the  l/tth,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and*  com- 
mon-council, waited  on  his  majesty  with  a  congratu- 
latory address  on  the  birth  of  a  prince,  who,  on  th^ 
17th,  was  created  Prince  of  Wales,  &c.  and,  on  the 
1 1th  of  $eptember  following,  was  baptized  by  the 
name  of  George  Augustus  Frederic. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  it  appeared,  that,  by 
the  rain&  which  fell  for  some  days  piast,  a  high  tide 
in  the  river  Thames,  and  a  strong  gale  of  wind  at 
north,  the  rivers  within  twenty  miles  of  London  were 
so  raased,  that  the  like  had  never  been  known  In  thei 
memory  of  man ;  at)d  the  daniage  that  was  sustained, 
mor^  especiaMy  on  the  river  Lea,  was  almost  incre- 
diblcw  Jii  less  than  five  hoars,  the  water  rose  twelve 
feet  in  perpendicular  height.  About  Stratford ,  West 
Ham^  Plaistow,  Waltham  Abbey,  and  along  the 
marshes,  they  v^ere  very  fatal  to  the  inhabitants. 
Most  of  their  cattle  in  the  fields  were  carried  off; 
likewisfe  stacks  of  hay  and  wood,  with  the  loss  of  the 
hogs^that  were  in  their  sties  and  yards,  together  with 
all  the  horses  that  were  in  the  stables. 

In  some  parts  of  Stratford,  the  flood  reached  the 
chamber  windows,  and  the  face  of  the  waters  was 
covered  with  the  bodies  of  the  beasts  that  perished. 
Fron»  thel  Jiearr^st  computation  that  could  be  made, 

not 
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not  less  than  fiv^  thousand  hogs  perished  in  this 
jQood,  together  with  all  the  horses  and  other  cattle 
that  were  in  the  meadows,  whose  numbers  were  very 
considerable.  The  flood  extended  itself  over  all  thei 
causeways,  and  several  people  were  lost  in  the  high 
roads :  a  woman  and  horse,  and  a  gentleman  in  a 
])Ost-chaise,  with  the  horses  and  post-boy,  all  pe- 
rished in  the  water ;  and  three  of  the  passes^ers  in 
the  Bury  machine,  with  two  of  the  horses,  were  also 
drowned.  The  china-works,  beyond  Bow-bridge, 
were  overflowed  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  current 
rushed  through  the  great  arch,  like  the  tide  through 
the  arches  of  London-bridge.  The  calico  ground^, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bow  and  Stratford,  were 
overflowed,  and  great  quantities  of  linen  carried  off. 
The  houses,  from  Bow-bridge  to  Stratford,  were 
under  water,  and  the  inhabitants  were  compelled  to 
take  refuge  by  getting  out  of  their  windows. 

The  negotiations  for.  peace,  which  had  been  some 
time  in  hand,  having  been  brought  to  an  issue,  the 
secretary  of  state  sent,  on  the  8th  of  November,  to  in- 
form the  lord  mayor^  that  the  preliminaries  of  pacifica^ 
tion  were  signed  on  the  Sd  instant ;  inconsequence  of 
which,  a  cessation  of  arms  was  proclaimed  at  Lon* 
don,  on  the  1st  of  December ;  and,  on  the  33d  of 
March,  1763,  tl^^  definitive  treaty,  w^hich  had  been 
signed  at  Paris,  on  the  10th  of  February,  was  pro*^ 
claimed  at  the  usual  places  in  London ;  but  so  dis- 
satisfied were  the  citizens  with  the  terms  of  it,  that 
the  common -council  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
address ;  ^nd  that  which  was  obtained  from  the  aU 
dermen,  was  carried  up  by  eight  of  that  body,  with 
a  locum  tenens  at  their  head. 

There  being  a  bill  at  this  time  depending  in  Ae 

house,  not  only  for  granting  additional  duties  on 

wine,  cyder,  and  perry,  but  also  to  subject  the  makers 

of  those  articles  to  the  excise  laws,  the  court  of  com-j 
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mon-council,  on  the  very  day  that  peace  was 
proclaimed,  resolved  to  petition  the  House  of  Com- 
mons against  it ;  and  the  next  day  they  prepared 
instructions  for  their  members  to  oppose  this  new 
attempt,  "  as  being  inconsistent  with  those  princi- 
ples of  liberty  which  had  hitherto  distinguished  this 
nation  from  arbitrary  governments/^  In  short,  so 
strenuously  did  the  citizens  exert  themselves  to 
crush  this  destructive  bill,  that,  on  the  28th  of 
March,  they  petitioned  each  branch  of  the  legisla- 
. ture,  separately,  against  it;  notwithstanding  which, 
it  passec^  into  a  law.  The  bill,  however,  was  found 
to  be  productive  of  such  universal  disturbance,  not 
only  in  the  cyder  counties,  but  also  throughout  the 
kingdom,  that  it  was  first  altered,  and  afterwards 
repealed. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  April,  a  number  of 
recruits,  confined  in  the  Savoy  for  the  East  India 
service,  made  an  attempt  to  effect  their  escape,  by 
divesting  the  centinels  of  their  arms,  and  making 
themselves  masters  of  the  keys ;  but  the  guard  at 
the  barracks,  being  alarmed  by  the  noise,  arrived  be- 
fore they  had  got  open  the  outer  gate;  when  a  dread- 
ful fi'ay  ensued  between  the  soldiei^  and  the  recruits, 
in  which  three  of  the  latter  were  shot  dead,  and  se- 
veral others  mortally  wounded.  One  of  the  soldiers 
had  his  hand  150  shockingly  shattered,  that  he  v/as 
obliged  to  undergo  immediate  amputation. 

We  come  now  to  an  event,  which,  whatever  heat 
and  party  rancour  it  might  have  generated  at  the 
time,  was  productive  of  such'  expositions  of  the  ge- 
nuine spirit  of  the  British  laws,  as  must  convince 
the  most  sceptical  that  equal  justice  is  administered 
to  all  ranks  who  liye  under  them. 
'  A  rule  for  an  information  was  granted  by  the  court 
of  King's-bench,  against  the  author,  printers,  and 
publisher$  pf  a  pe|?!odical  paper,  called  the  North 
VOL.  ji.  c  c  Briton, 
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l^riton,  No.  45 ;  which  contained  a  severe  commen- 
tary on  the  king's  speech,  at  the  close  of  the  session 
of  pariiament,  on  the  1 9.th  of  April. 

John  Wilkes,  Esq.  member  of  parliament  for  Ayles* 
bury,  in  Buckinghamshire,  was  the  gentleman  pitched 
on  as  the  supposed  author  of  this  performance.  A 
warrant  was  therefore  issued  by  Lord  Halifax,  secre* 
tary  of  state,  for  taking  Mr.  Wilkes,  together  with 
the  printer  and  publisher,  into  custody.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  April,  1763,  the 
messengers  went  to  Mr.  Wilkes's  house  for  that 
purpose.  On  their  entrance,  he  excepted  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  warrant,  as  his  name  was  not  men- 
tioned in  it,  and  threatened  the  first  who  should  offer 
violence  to  his  person  in  his  own  house,  at  that  un- 
seasonable hour  of  the  night,  upon  any  pretended 
verbal  order,  which  they  might,  or  might  not,  have 
received  for  that  purpose.  Upon  this,  the  messengeis 
thought  proper  to  retire,  and  defer  the  execution  of 
their  warrant  till  next  morning ;  when  they  took  him 
into  custody,  and  canied  him  before  the  secretaries 
of  state  for  examination. 

On  the  intimation  of  this  event,  a  motion  was 
made  in  the  court  of  Common-pleas,  then  sitting  in 
Westmini^ter-hall,  for  a  habeas  corpus;  and,  notwith- 
standing this  was  granted,  Mr,  Wilkes's  papers  were 
arbitrarily  seized^  and  he  himself  was  committed 
close  prisoner  to  the  Tower. 

On  the  3d  of  May  he  was  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  court  of  Common-pleas,  where  he  addressed 
himself  to  the  judges,  on  the  illegality  and  hardshipa 
of  his  commitment,  in  a  very  bold  and  animated 
speech.  The  case  was  then  learnedly  argued  by 
eminent  lawyers  on  both  sides ;  but  the  court,  after 
making  a  polite  excuse  to  Mr.  Wilkes  for  the  delay, 
requiring  farther  time  to  consider  of  it,  he  was  re- 
manded to  the  Tower  till  the  6th  of  May,  with  or- 
ders 
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ders  that  his  friends  and  lawyers  should  have  free 
access  to  him.  In  the  mean  time  osdeis  were  given 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  should  no  longer  continue  colonel 
of  the  militia  for  the  county  of  Buckingham. 

On  the  I6th  of  May  Mr.  Wilkes  again  attended  in 
Westminster-hall ;  when,  after  another  sjHrited  ad- 
dress to  the  court,  and  niany  learned  arguments  on 
both  sides,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Pratt  proceeded  to 
give  his  opinion  on  the  three  following  points,  viz. 
The  legality  of  Mr;  Wilkes's  commitment;  the  ne- 
cessity for  a  specification  of  those  particular  passages 
in  No.  45  of  the  North  Briton,  which  had  been  deem-^ 
eda  libel;  and  his  privilege  as  member  of  parlia«« 
ment.  On  the  two  first  of  these  points  his  lordship 
determined  that  the  commitment  was  not  illegal; 
but,  on  the  third,  he  declared  that  a  libel  did  not 
'come  within  any  of  the  descriptions  of  offences 
w'hich  deprive  a  member  of  parliament  of  his  privi- 
lege, and  that,  therefore,  Mr.  Wilkes  must  be  dis- 
charged, in  which  opinion  the  rest  of  the  court  con- 
curred. 

A  dreadful  accident  happened  on  Tower-hill,  oa 
the  king's  birth-day.  Some  grand  fire-works  were 
exhibited  there,  at  the  public  expense,  which  drew 
such  a  concourse  of  people,  that  a  railing  which  sur- 
rounded a  well  near  the  postern  was  broken  down 
by  the  press,  and  a  great  number  of  the  multitude 
fell  to  a  depth  of  thirty  feet;  six  of  whom  were 
taken  up  dead,  fourteen  more  were  so  hurt  that  they 
died  of  their  wounds,  and  many  others  were  shock- 
ingly bruised. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  about  twelve  o'clock  at 
noon,  began  a  dreadful  storm  of  wind,  rain,  thunder 
and  lightning,  in  this  city,  which  was  preceded  by 
an  almost  total  darkness.  The  air  seemed  greatly 
convulsed,  and  the  heat,  which  was  intense,  was' 
felt  as  if  from  an  ov^n.    The  appearance  of  it  beini 

muc 
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much  like  that  described  to  have  {nreceded  the  great 
earthquake  at  Xisbon,  many  people .  expected  the 
most  direful  consequences  would  follow;  but  it 
happily  .went  off,  though  much  milder  in  the  city  of 
London  than  in  many  other  places. 
:  We  shall  now  return  to  Mr.  Wilkes.  After  his 
reles^e  from  the  Tower  he  caused  a  printing-press  to 
be  set  up  under  his  own  direction,  at  his  house  in 
Great  Geoi'ge-street,  Westminster,  where  he  adver- 
tised the  proceedings  of  the  administration,  with  all 
the  original  papers;  and  the  North  Briton  was  re- 
published. In  the  mean  time  an  information  was^ 
iiled  against  him  in  the  court  of  King VBench,  at  his 
majesty's  suit,  as  being  author  of  the  North  Briton, 
No.  45 ;  and,  on .  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  ^ 
message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  with 
the  information  his  majesty  had  received,  that  John 
Wilkes,  Esq.  a  member  of  that  house,  was'  the 
author  of  a  most  seditious  apd  dangerous  libel.  The 
examinations  and  proofs  of  the  said  libel,  together 
with  the  measures  that  had  been  taken  thereon,  were 
also  laid  before  the  bouse  :  in  consequence  of  which 
the  North  Briton,  No.  45,  was  adjudged  a  false,, 
scandalous,  and  seditious  libel,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  the  day  appointed  for 
putting  this  sentence  in  execution,  such  a  prodi- 
gious multitude  of  people  assembled  at  the  Royal 
Exchange,  that  the  officers  were  greatly  interrupted 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty.  The  mob  began 
by  pelting  the  hangman,  constables,  and  inferica: 
officers,  nor  did  even  the  chief  officers  escape  with- 
out being  grossly  insulted.  Mr.  Harley,  the  high 
aheriff,  had  the  front  glass  of  his  chariot  broken  by  a 
billet, thrown  at  his  person,  which  was  taken  from, 
the  fire  kindled  to  destroy  the  North  Briton.  Mr. 
Harley,  observing  tjie  spirit  of  licentiousness  that 
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^rbvailed  among  the  people,  retired,  and  hastened  to 
the  Mansion-house  to  inform  the  lord  mayor  of  the 
danger.  The  executioner,  thinking  it  his^uty  to 
follow  the  high  sheriff,  made  his  retreat  likewise  as 
soon  as  possible ;  and  the  constables,  seeing  the 
general  confusion  and  timidity  of  the  chief  officers, 
mixed  an[iong  the  crowd  and  quietly  marched  off. 
The  North  Briton,  however,  was  partly  consumed 
by  means  of  a  lighted  link  on  which  it  was  placed;, 
but  the  remains  of  it  were  rescued  from  the  flames 
by  the  violence  of  the  assailants,  who  carried  them 
off  in  triumph,  and  in  the  evening  displayed  them 
at  Temple-bar,  where  a  bonfire  was  made,  and  a 
large  jack-boot  committed  to  the  flames  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  a  prodigious  concourse  of  spectators. 

This  riot  being  reported  to  the  two  houses  of  par- 
liament, they  entered  very  seriously  into  the  con- 
sideration of  its  consequences ;  and,  after  Mr.  Alder- 
man Harley  had  been  examined  by  the  lords,  resolved, 
"  that  the  rioters  were  perturbators  of  the  public 
peace,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and 
obstructors  of -the  national  justice."  At  the.  same 
time,  the  two  sheriffs  received  the  thanks. of  both 
houses. 

A  complaint  had  been  made  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  of  a  breach  of  their  pri- 
vilege, by  the  imprisonment  of  his  person,  the  plun- 
dering of  his  house,"  the  seizing  of  his  papers,  and 
the  serving  him  with  a  subpoena  upon  an  information 
in  the  court  of  King's-Bench,  &c.  Mr.  Wilkes,  how- 
ever, not  satisfied  with  this,  commenced  an  action 
against  Robert  Wood,  Esq.  under-secretaiy  of  state, 
for  seizing  his  papers.  The  cause  was  tried  on 
the  6th  of  December,  before  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Pratt,  and  a  special  jury ;  when,  after  a  hearing  of 
near  fifteen  hours,  many  arguments  on  both  sides, 
and  a  most  masterly,  pathetic,  and  eloquent  charge, 
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given  by  his  lordship,  the  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the( 
plaintiff,  with  one  thousand  pounds  damages,  and 
full  costs  of  suit. 

Some  little  time  previous  to  this,  notice  had  be^n 
given  in  the  House  of  Commons  diat  evidence  was 
ready  to  be  produced  of  Mn  Wilkes  being  the 
audiorof  the  o()noxious  number  of  the  North  Briton ; 
but  as  he  was  disabled  from  attending  the  House  by 
a  wound  he  had  received  in  a  duel  with  Mr.  Martin, 
member  for  Camelford,  it  was  ordered  that  his  com- 
plaint of  breach  of  privilege  and  this  charge  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  a  subsequent  day ; 
and  the  time  for  his  appearance  was  afterwards  en- 
larged on  the  report  of  his  physician  and  surgeon ; 
but  beginning  at  last  to  suspect  some  collusion 
betwixt  him  and  them,  the  House,  on  the  1 6th  of 
December,  made  an  order  that  Dr.  Heberden  and 
Suigeon  Hawking  should  attend  the  progress  of  his 
cure  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  House.  Mr. 
Wilkes,  however,  refused  to  admit  them,  intimating 
his  most  perfect  reliance  on  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
he  had  committed  his  case ;  but,  either  from  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  or,  as  he  stated  it,  on  account 
of  the  dangerous  illness  of  his  daughter,  he  took  ad- 
vanti^e  of  their  adjournment  for  the  Christmas 
holida^,  and,  on  the  24th,  suddenly  set  out  for 
France* 
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Marriage  of  the  Princess  Augusta.'^Proceedings  relative 
to  Mr.  JVilkes*''-^Resolution  of  the  Common-council 
against  general  Warrants. — Trial  of  a  Broker  for 
acting  without  a  Licence. — Distressed  Palatines. — A 
Bookseller  pilloried  for  publishing  the  North  Briton.-^ 
Silk'weavers*  Petition. — Riots. — Dreadful  Fire. — In^ 
cendiary  Letter s.-^^Offeruive  Address  of  the  Citizens.'^ 
Fire  in  Bishopsgate-street. — Act  for  the  Relief  of  th$ 
Silk-weavers. — City^s  Right  to  import  Coals  at  a  re- 
duced  Duty. '^Stdfscription  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor.'^ 
Gresham  College  sold  to  Government. — An  Arch  added 
to  London-lrmge  water^works. — Execution  of  Mrs. 
Brownrigg.'^Disturlance  among  the  Weavers. Salaries 
cf  the  City  Officers  increased. — Severe  Frost.-^Mr. 
Wilkes  elected  Member  for  Middlesex. — Tumults  in 
consequence.'^Riots  with  the  Coal-heavers. — Entertain^ 
ment  of  the  Prince  of  Monaco. — Mr.  Wilkes  com^^ 
mitted  to  the  King's-Bench  Prison. — Tumults. — Riot  at 
the  Kin^S'Benck  Prison. — Battles  between  the  Sailors 
and  Coal-heavers. — The  King  of  Denmark  entertained 
at  the  Mansion-house. — Riot  at  the  Middlesex  electioum 
'^bistitution  of  the  Royal  Academy. 

On  the  I6th  of  January,  1764,  the  marriage  of  the 
Princess  Augusta,  the  king's  eldest  sister,  to  the 
hereditary  Prince  of  Brunswick  Lunenburg,  took 
place ;  on  which  occasion,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  common-council,  attended  his  majesty,  and  the 
new  married  couple  with  their  compliments  of  con- 
gratulation. 

On  the  20th  of  this  month  the  House  of  Com- 
mons expelled  John  Wilkes,  Esq.  for  a  contempt  of 
their  authority,  by  withdrawing  himself  to  a  foreign 
country  without  assigning  a  sufficient  causje;  as 
also  for  publishing  the  North  Briton,  which  had 
been  adjudged' an  infamous  libel;  and  a  writ  was 
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issued  out  for  electing  another  member  for  Ayles- 
bury in  his  Stead. 

Although  Mr.  Wilkes  was  absent,  yet,  on  the 
21st  of  February,  he  was  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  in  the,  court  of  King^s- 
Bench,  Westminster,  for  republishing  the  North 
Briton,  No  45,  with  notes,  printed  at  his  own  house. 
The  trial  lasted  eight  hours,  when  the  jury,  after 
being  out  of  the  court  some  time,  returned,  and 
brought  in  their  verdict  guilty.  He  was  then  tried 
for  printing  a  book  called.  An  Essay  on  Woman,  of 
which  he  was  also  found  guilty. 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  at  Guildhall 
the  same  day,  the  thanks  of  the  court  were  ordered 
to  be  presented  to  the  representatives  of  the  city,  for 
their  zealous  and  spirited  endeavours  to  assert  the 
rights  and  hberties  of  the  subject,  by  their  laudable 
attempt  to  obtain  a  seasonable  and  parliamentary 
declaration.  "  That  a  general  warrant  for  appre- 
hending and  seizing  the  authors,  printers,  and  pub- 
lishers, of  a  seditious  Hbel,  together  with  their 
papers,  is  not  warrantable  by  law ;"  and  to  exhort 
them,  in  the  warmest  manner,  steadily  to  persevere 
in  their  duty  to  the  crown,  and  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  secure  the  houses,  papers,  and  persons  of 
the  subject  from  arbitrary  and  illegal  violations.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  resolved,  that,  *'  as  the  inde- 
pendency  and  uprightness  of  judges  i^  essential  to 
the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  and  one  of  the 
best  securities  lo  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  sub- 
ject,'' this  court,  in  manifestation  of  the  just  sense 
of  the  firmness  and  integrity  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir 
Charles  Pratt,  lord  chief  justice  of  his  majesty's  court 
of  common-pleas,  doth  direct,  that  the  freedom  of 
this  city  be  presented  to  bis  lordship,  and  that  he  be 
>  desired  to  sit  for  his  picture  to  be  placed  in  Guild- 
hall, in  gratitude  for  the  honest  and  deliberate  deci*- 
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9ion  upcm  the  validit}?  of  a  yirairant  which  had  been 
frequently  produced  to,  but^  so  far  a3  appears  ta  thif 
court,  neV^r  debated  in  the  court  of  King's-Bei^cb, 
by  which  he  hath  eminently  distinguished  his  duly 
to  the  king^  his  j^ustice  to  the  subject,  and  his  know* 
ledge  of  the  law. 

On  the  37th  of  March,  a  c^use  was  tried  in  the 
CQurt  of  King'shfiench, against  J.  F.  Silva,for  acting  as 
a  stock-brcdiier,  without  being  ado^itted  by  the  court 
of  aldermen,  when  he  was  cast  in  penalties  anqountr 
ing  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

Durii^ adreadful  thu^d^r  storm,  which  bs^pened 
on  the  18th  of  JMne,the  spire  of  St.  Bride's  church 
wsiB  struck  by  lightning,  and  sa  much  shattered,  that 
it  W99,  obhged  to  be  rebqilt. 

in  the  month  of  August,  about  si^  hundred  Palar 
tiiibes,  and  other  German  protestants,  were  landed  at 
^  port  of  London  ia  the  greatest  distress.  Tl^y 
h^A  bf$en  indifcedto  iquit  their  own  country,  by  a 
.(^ifmftn  ofiic^rv  by  ^  promise  of  settlements  in 
AJo^i^Y^  with,  as  he  stated,  the  concurrence  of  the 
]|^)(itish^court.  This  ppromise  he  was  unable  to  pert- 
form  ;  and,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  no  authority 
hacLb?^  giyeii  to  him  to  make  any  such  agreement. 
On  the  arrival  of  these  poor  deluded  people,'  they 
found  themselves  in  a  a  strange  country,  without 
money  or  &iends.  Some  who  had  the  means  of  pay- 
ing for  their  passage  were  permitted  to  land;  but 
such  as  had  not  were  kept  on  board  the  ships ;  and 
both  were  in  a  starving  condition.  In  this  deplora^ 
hie  state  they  experienced  the  benevolence  of 
Britons:  their  case  being  made  known  to  the 
public,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wachsel,  minister  of  the 
Germaii  liUtheran  church,  in  Ayliife-street,  a  sub- 
scription was  instantly  opened  for  their  relief;  food, 
cloa^iog,  and  medical  assistance^  for  their  imnije- 
diate  aecessities  were  supplied  by  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  neighbourhood  in  which  they  were ;  tents,  for 
their  reception,  were  given  by  order  of  the  king;  and* 
in  the  end,  they  were  sent  by  the  government  to 
South  Carolina,  with  every  thing  necessary  for  them 
during  the  voyage,  and  proper  means  for  their  com- 
fortable establishment  on  their  arrivaL 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1764,  Mr.  John  Wil- 
liams, bookseller,  in  Fleet-street,  stood  on  the  pillory, 
in  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  for  re-publishing 
the  North  Briton  in  volumes.  A  few  niinutes  after 
twelve  -he  mounted  the  stage,  amidst  the  acclaina* 
tioiis  of  more  than  ten  thousand  people,  who  pre- 
served an  incessant  shout  during  the  whoTe  time  of 
his  standing.  The  intention  of  the  ignominy  was 
greatly  defeWed  by  the  populace,  who  testified  their 
resentment  by  displaying  a  burlesque  exhibition  of 
a  very  singular,  but  intelligible,  nature.  '  They  sus- 
pended, near  the  pillory,  a  large  jack-boot,  a  Scots 
bonnet,  and  an  ax :  which  having  hung  for  some 
time,  they  chopped  off  the  topi  of  the  boot,  and, 
with  great  triumph,  committed  that  and  the  bonnet 
to  the  flames ;  a  fire  having  been  prepared  for  that 
purpose. 

A  petition  had  been  presented  to  both  houses  of 
parliament,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  by  the  silk 
weavers,  setting  forth  their  distresses,  occasioned  by 
the  importation  of  French  manufactured  silks,  which 
they  conceived  had  hot  met  with  sufficient  atten- 
tion. They,  therefore,  assembled  in  ereat  numbers, 
on  the  1  St  of  May,  accompanied  by  tneir  wives  and 
children,  and,  with  a  black  flag  carried  before  them, 
proceeded  to  St.  James's,  to  represent  their  deplorable 
condition  to  the  king;  but  the  royal  family  being  at 
Richmond,  most  of  them  went  there,  and,  their  pe- 
tition being  carried  in,  one  of  the  lords  in  waiting 
brought  them  word  from  his  majesty,  that  he  would 
do  all  in  his  power  for  their  relief.    No  riots  hap- 
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pened  on  this  day,  but,  on  the  l6th,  a  party  of  them 
went  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford^s  house,  in  Bioomsbury- 
square,  and  denounced  vengeance  against  him,  for 
having,,  as  they  believed,  obstructed  the  redress  they 
petitioned  for ;  however,  a  military'  force  being  sent 
to  the^  place,  they\  dispersed  without  doing  any  mis- 
chief. On  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  they 
assembled  again  by  beat  of  drum,  and  proceeded  by 
three  different  routs  to  Westminster,  where  the  mul- 
titude of  them  was  so  great,  that  it  was  with  diflv^ulty 
the  members  got  to  their  respective  houses.  While 
they  continued  here,  their  deportment  was  orderly 
in  the  highest  degree :  no  insult  was  offered  to  any 
member  of  either  house ;  and,  on  being  tissured  that 
their  grievances  should  be  attended  to,  and  a  proper 
redress  granted  them,  the  well-disposed  part  of  them 
returned  peaceably,  to  their  humble  habitations.  But 
this  could  not  be  expected  to  be  the  case  with  the 
whole  of  such  a  vast  body ;  a  part  were  still  dissatis- 
fied, and  some  were  bent  upon  mischief :  accordingly, 
on  their  way  home,  a  body  of  this  description  made 
an  attack  upon  Bedford  House ;  to  which,  as  well 
as  to  the  pavement  and  railing  of  Bloomsbury^uare, 
they  did  great  mischief;  and,  though  both  horse  and 
foot  guards  were  on  the  spot,  these  outrages  conti- 
nued great  part  of  the  night.  A  house  <mi  Lud- 
gate-hiU  was  also  attacked,  but  the  spirited  con- 
duct of  the  magistrates  of  the  city,  aided  by  a  strong 
body  of  soldiers,  prevented  any  farther  disorder 
than  threats.  These  alarming  proceedings  were,  how- 
ever, put  a  stop  to,  by  the  managenfenf  of  the  ma- 
gistrates, and  the  assurances  of  tne  master  weavers, 
that  the  importation  of  French  silks  would  be  discon- 
tinued, wiliiout  any  further  damage,  except  the  de- 
struction of  some  windows  belonging  to  those  mo«t 
obnoxious  to  them. 
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A  dreadful  ifire  ixcke  out,  on  the  1st  of  Jun^  in  ^ 
mast-yard,  nearRotherhithe  cburoh,  which,  in  a  few 
hours,  destroyed  two  hundred  and  six  iiouses,  toge» 
ther  with  a  brig  and  several  lighters  in  the  river;  tbut 
wind  carried  the  flames  to  e  considerable  distance^ 
but, luckily  they  were  driven  fimn  the  Thames,  other- 
wise the  consequence  to  the  shipping  must  have 
been  very  fatsd.  These  losses  were  computed  at  ten 
-tliousand  pounds ;  but  the  unhappy  ^sufferers,  manv 
t£9dtiom  had  not  injured  their  property,  were  re- 
iieved  by  the  munificence  of  the  .public,  who  raised 
iBUch  contributions  as  ^eatly  lexceeded  the  estimates 
t>f  the  claimants* 

This,  and  many  other  fires  which  happened  during 
ibe  ^course  of  this  year,  appear  to  have  been  either 
{MTOclfuced,  or  gxeatly  increased,  if  theyoccurred  ac- 
cidentally, by  evil-minded  persons;  for,  about  this 
time,  many  incendiary  letters  were  dipped  in  differ- 
-ent  |)arts:Of  London,  and  several  trains,  laid  for  this 
jdesperate  purpose,  were  discovered  ajad  defeated 
witlnn  a  few  weeks. 

The  birdi  of /a  <prinoe,  which  happened  in  August, 
.gave  the  dhdzens  an  opportunity  of  showing  their 
(disapprobation  of  the  measures  of  government,  by 
wording  their  customary  >address  on  such  occasions, 
•so  ras  to  imply  their  want  of  colkfidence  in  the  then 
•administration.  It  evenbecamea  question  amcmg  the 
ministers,  whether  this  address  ought  to  be  received; 
but,  on  mature  comideration,  it  was  thought  proper 
-to  admit  it,  and  the.  citizens  were  thanked  as  visual. 
The  passage  thatgan/e  oflfence  was  as  follows :  ^^  Pev^ 
jnit  xte,  tl^refore,  ^oyai  Sir,  to  assure  your^majectty, 
-that  your  faithful  citizens  of  LcmdcHi,  firom  their 
-jBealous  attachment  fto  ^our  royal  house,  and  the  true 
jhonourvand  dignitycf  yonrciown^ i»he^ever^  ^^M 
establishment  of  public  measures  sbaU  f^esent  a  ja^ 

vourable 


LOKDQK  ASr]>  ITS  £Nm0V&  S05 

vatKraUe  ci^asionj  wit  be  cea^  to  exert  tfaeir  utmost 
i^lities  in  support  .of  ;siich  wise  couiioiis,  as  aj^* 
veiilly  tend  to  nsnder  yoxir  mageaty's  feign  hapfy^  mA 
glorious.^ 

At  a  court«)f  comiiioa»-coimcil,  ^keld  oa  the  SSd 
of  Octobeir,  k  ms  /resoiTfid  to  pcesuKit  fi«re  buDdi>ed 
pounds  to  the  Sodety  for  die  fkieoiiiiageiiaent  of 
Arts,  Manufitctuses,  and  Commerce. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  cf  Oucnberlaiad, 
Qude  to  his  majesty,  died  suddenly,  at  his  liouse  in 
Upper  Grosvenor-^street,  on  the  :$lst  of  October.  His 
royal  higiuness  being  intersed  <ai^  the  evening  of  the 
ioid  mayor's  day)  the  customary  .oevemonies  on  the 
occasion  mete  enticely  iaid  aside,  in  conformity  to  a 
ieDter  bis  lord^kip  had  Ksceived  from  die  Idd  'chwn* 
iierlaifi^  fe<fuesting  that  as  iittie  shoir  might  be 
made  as  possible.  Accoiidingly,<xeorgeNelson,  £sq^ 
(^e  fnem  lord  maycir^  with  the  u^nnen  and  ipeoordfer, 
went  to  W^stoftinster)  and  beck  again,  ia  a  privaite 
«taiM[^r,  fcy  land. 

On  4>he  7ik  of  November,  about  thiee  o'clodc  in 
Ae  mcxning,  a  4readfiil  fine  broke  out  .tt  the  house 
of  one  Ruttand,  a  pendce^tmaker,  tin  Bii^iopsgate' 
etreet,  ovsict  door  to  the  comer  house,  in  LeaderihafiU 
street.  The  wind  being  'high,  the  ^raes  spread  to 
the  comer  house,  and  from  thence.  1k)  the  opposite 
side;  when  these,  for  want  df  water  and  ^proper  assist- 
anoe,  isoon  communicated  to  the  ot^er  two,  so  that 
the  four  corner  houses  were  all  on  fire  at  the  <same 
time.  The  housfe,  ^ich  formed  <die  ccH*ner  of  Grace- 
^iiurdi'^tneet  and  Comhrll,  .was  only  damaged,  'but 
^lae  other  three  were  all  destroyed ;  as  wepe,  also,  alt 
the  houses'from  the  comer  of  Cornhill,  next  Bishops- 
>gate«street,  to  the  t^iburch  of  St.  Mai^in  Ovitwich,  at 
the  corner  of  Tbveadaeedle^tpeet.  The  church 
•imd  parsonage^house,  as  w^ll  as  'the  badk  part 
«of  seveml  houses  in  Threadneedle^reet,  were 
igveatly  imaged.    AU  the  iiouses  in  Whjite^lion- 

2.  court 
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court  vrere  entirely  destroyed;  among  which  was 
the  White4icHi-tavem,  that  had  been  bot^t  bat 
the  evenhig  before  for  between  two  and  three 
thousand  pounds.  The  back  part  of  Merchant 
Taylors'-hail  was  greatly  damaged :  five  houses  on 
the  Exchange  side  of  Comhill  were  entirely  con* 
sumed,  as  were  several  others  in  Leadenhall-street^- 
It  was  supposed)  that,  by  this  accident,  near  one  hun- 
deed  houses  Were  destroyed  or  damaged ;  and  the  loss 
was  computed  at  one  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
Several  lives  were  lost,  not  only  by  the  fire,  but  by 
the  falling  of  chimnies  and  walls.  A  gendeman, 
who  ventured'  among  the  ruins  next  day,  thinking 
that  some  persons  might  be  still  alive  under  the  rub-^ 
bish,  waved  his  hat,  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
spectators,  and  declared  that  he  was  sure  many  were 
actuallv  under  the  spot  on  which  he  stood.  Upon 
this,  the  fire-men  went  immediately  to  work  with 
their  pick-axes,  and,  on  removing  the  rubbish,  they 
drew  out,  alive,  two  men,  three  women,  and  a  child 
about  six  years  old.  The  following  day,  as  some  of 
the  workmen  were  clearing  away  the  rubbish  from 
the  cellar  of  one  of  the  houses,  a  stack  of  chimnies 
suddenly  fell  down ;  by  which  accident  eight  persons 
were  kiU^)  and  several  others  had  their  limbs  crushed 
in  a  shocking  manner. 

Many  of  the  sufferers  by  this  fire  not  being  insured^ 
a  subscription  was  opened  for  their  relief,  which  soon 
produced  three  thousand  pounds;  one  thousand  of 
which  was  subscribed  by  his  majesty.  The  Grocers 
and  Ironmongers' company  each  subscribed  one  hun- 
dred pounds^  and  the  lord  mayor  fifty  pounds;  a  part 
of  which  was  distributed  among  the  unfoftunate 
widows  and  children,  of  the  men  who  were  killed 
by  the  falling  of  the  stack  of  chimnies. 

Though  nothing  could  be  done  for  the  weavers,  at 
the  time  they  petitioned  parliament,  their  case  was 
not  neglected ;  and,  ia  the  following  9ession,  a  bill 

was 
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nras  pastsed  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign 
^m)u^t  ailks  and  velvets,  for  a  limited  time.  On 
the  14th  of  May,  1766,  the  day  on  which  his  ma- 
jesty.went  to  the  House  of  Lonis,  to  sign  the  bill, 
several  thousand  weavers,  with  their  wives  and  chiU 
dren,  marched  througji  the  city,  with  dolours  flying, 
drums  beating,  and  music  playing,  to  St.  James's ; 
from  whence  they  attended  his  majesty  to  the  House 
cif  Peers,  and  testified  their  joy  and  gratitude  by  loud 
and  repeated  acclamations.  ' 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  the  90th  of 
July,  the  report  of  Mr.  Recorder  was  read,,  touching 
the  city  of  London's  righ^  to  import  four  thousand 
chaldrons  of  coals,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor;  by 
which  opinion  it  appeared,  the  corpcmition  are,  by 
charter,  entitled  to  that  quantity,  at  on^  shilling  per 
chaldron  less  duty  than  it  is  the  custCHn  to  pay  in  the 
port  of  London. 

On  the  1 9th  of  November,  the  temporary  bridgie; 
which  had  been  erected  at  Black-friars,  was  opened 
for  foot-passengers ;  in  consequence,  of  which,  the 
Sunday  ferry,  which  had  been  carried  on  there,  by 
the  Watermens'  company,  for  charitahje  purposes, 
was  entirely  stopped;  as  a  recompense  for  which 
loss,  the  bridge  cohimittee  transferred  thirteen  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  consolidated  three 
per  cents*  to  the  rulers  of  that  company ;  the  interest 
to  be  applied  to  the  same  uses  as  the  profits  received 
from  the  ferry  had  been. 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  the  93d  of 
January,  1767,  it  was .  unanimously  resolved,  that, 
on  account  of  the  distresses  of  the  poor  (which  at 
that  time  were  very  great,  occasioned  by  the  incle- 
mency of  the  season)  one  thousand  pounds  should 
be  subscribed  out  of  the  chamber  of  the  city ;  and 
that  a  subscription-book  should  be  opened  in  the 
chamberlain's  office,  for  the  donations  of  all  welU 

.  disposed 
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dispoeed  persons:;  wkieh  money  shojukl  be  appropriik 
aled  th  the  relief  of  ftiicb  poor  persons,  inhabiting, 
within  the  -aty  and  Uberties,  as  did  not  receinre  afaaos 
of  the  parishes;  and  a  committee  Was  appointed,  caa*^ 
Btsting  of  the.  lord  mayor,,  and  aU  the.  aldermen,  and 
fifty^two  commoners,  who  immediately  withdraw^ 
and  began  a  subacription  among  themselves;  to 
which  the  lord  mayor  ga^e  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  very  liberally.  By  this 
noble  plan  great  numbers,  of  people  were  happHy  re* 
lieved  from  tb^  mofat  abject  state  of  distress.       , 

On  the  17th  ef  A^ch,  die  city  members,  attended 
by  Mr.  Dance,  the  surverj^or,  waited  on  the  lords  of 
the  treasury,  with  a  planof  tlie  ground  on  wbick 
€h*esham.  college  stood,  ibr  the  purpose  of  pulling 
dovm  that<old  building,  and  erecting  an  £xcise*office 
in  its  stead.  .At  a  court  of  commoi»-GOunctl,  htld 
on  the  92d  of  May,  it  was  resolved  to  agree  with  the 
ptx>po8a)  of  the  government  for  the  purchase.  It  wa» 
also  resolved,  that  the  Gresham  lectures  should  be 
sead  over  the  Royal  Excfaangev  and  that  the  lectiarera 
should  be  allowed  a  proper  connderation  for  the 
loss  of  their  apartments,,  by  taking  down  the  old 
building. 

At  a  court  of  commnn^^^uncil,  held  on  the.Sdd 
of  June,  the  ^^eedom  of  the  eity,  in  a. gold  box,  was 
voted  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Townshend^  dMkDcel- 
IcM-  of  the  exchequer,  as  a  mark  ef  acknowledgment 
for  his  endeavours  to  serve  them  in  their  application 
to  parliament  for  the  several  impvavementa  to  be 
made  in  the  metrc^lis.  At  the  same  courts  also, 
aft^  a  long  debate,  it  was  agreed  to  allow  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  London-brii^e  water-works  a  fifth 
arch  of  the  bridge ;  but  under  tfaie  express  condition, 
that,  if  the  grant  should  be  hereafter  found  prejudicial 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river,  the  city  diould  have 
liberty  to  revoke  their  grant,  on  paying  the  pro- 
prietors 
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]|)rietord  their  whole  expense  in  occupying  the  s^id 
arch. 
On  the  14th  of  September,  1767,  Elizabeth  Brown* 
~  irigg  (wife  of  James  Brownrigg,  painter,  in  Fetter-lane, 
Fleet-street),  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  for  the  mur* 
der  of  Mary  Clifford,  her  apprentice.    The  child^s 
death  was  occasioned  by  a  series  of  such  uncommon 
barbarities,  that,  had  they  not  been  well  attested  on 
the  trial,  would  have  appeared  almost  incredible. 
The  husband  and  son,  who  were  in  some  degree 
Concerned,  were  acquitted  of  the  murder,  but  after- 
wards tried  for  an  assault;  of  which  being  found 
guilty,  they  were  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  in  New-» 
gate  six  months,  and  to  enter  into  recognizance  for 
their  good  behaviour  for  seven  years.    Before  she 
left  Newgate,  her  husband  and  son  took  an  affection* 
ate  leave  of  her  in  the  cell.    She  appeared  very  pe* 
nitent  in  the  way  to,  and  at,  the  place  of  execution ; 
'  where  the  number  of  spectators  was  so  great,  that 
many  persons  were  considerably  hurt.    After  hang* 
ing  the  usual  time,  her  body  was  taken  to  Surgeon's- 
hall  for  dissection.       .       .      , 

In  the  month  of  November  a  disturbance  took 
place  between  two  classes  of  weavers,  who  were 
mutually  injurious  to  each  other ;  and,  on  the  SOth» 
a  considerable  body  of  the  engine  weavers,  armed 
with  rusty  swords,  pistols,  and  other  offensive  wea*  / 

pons,  assembled  at  a  house  on  Saffron-hill,  with  the 
supposed  intention  of  destroying  the  work  in  the 
looms  of  an  eminent  narrow-weaver  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood;:  but  they  were  dispersed  without  doing 
any  mischief.  Some  of  them,  being  apprehended 
and  examined  before  the  magistrates  at  HicksVhall, 
alleged,  that  they  had  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
.'defending  themselves  against  a  party  of  the  others, 
who  were  expected  to  rise;  and,  as  no  injury  had 
been  done,  they  were  dismissed,  but  not  without  a 
VOL.  II.  K  e  severe 
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severe  reprimand,  for  not  having  supplied  to  the  civil 
power  for  protection,  instead  of  proceeding  in  such 
a  tumttltuons  manner. 

At  a  court.of  common-council,  held  the  15th  of 
December,  an  additional  salary  of  two  hundred 
pounds  was  voted  to  the  recorder  of  the  city,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  increasing  business  of  his  office; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
was  added  to  the  anniml  salary  of  the  common  ser- 
geant. 

The  year  1768  began  with  a  very  severe  frost, 
which  greatly  contributed  to  the  calamity  of  the  lower 
sort  of  peofie,  wko  were  sdready  much  distressed 
4rom  the  exorbitant  price  of  provisions.  On  the  9th 
of  January,  the  river,  jbelow  brkige,  bore  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  general  wreck;  ships,  boats,  and  sitiall 
craft,  lying  in  a  veiy  con&sed  manner,  some  on 
shore,  and  others  sunk,  or  overset  by  the  ice.  A 
fishing^boat  was  discovered,  near  Deptford-creek, 
Jammed  in  by  the  ice,  and  ail  the  people  in  it  frozen 
to  death ;  one  of  whom,  a  youth  dbout  sevenJteen,  was 
found  sitting  erect,  as  if  alive. 

At  the  election  for  members  to  represent  the  city 
kx  parliament,  which  took  place  on  the  l6th  of  March, 
Mr.  Wilkes,  who  had  been  outlawed  for  not  appear- 
ing to  the  indictments  against  him,  offered  himself  a 
candidate.  He  had  come  unexpectedly  from  France,^ 
determined  to  try  the  effect  of  his  schemes  to  acquire 
popularity ;  but,^  for  want  of  {^reparation,  he  was,  in 
this  instance,  unsuccessful,  and  stood  lowest  upon, 
the  poll.  V  This  defijct  he  did  not  foil  to  attribute  to 
the  undue  influence  of  the  ministry,  and  declared 
his  intention  of  standing  for  the  county  of  Middlesex^, 
During  this  contest,  which  was  very  warm,  many 
indecencies  were  eonmritted  in  and  about  the  hall  j 
and  several  inflammatory  papers  were  publiahedt  hvit 
therQ  was  no  actual  violence. 

•  '^  Even 


LONPaN  A^ND  ITS  ENVIRONS.  2U 

Even  this  moderation,  however,  was  not  adber^Mi 
to  at  the  Middlesex  election^  which  tock  place  on, 
the  2&th.  Many  outrages  were  committed  by  the 
mob,  during  the  course  of  the  proceedings ;  and  on 
their  return  to  town,  after  the  election,  which  ter*. 
tninated  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  grossest  insultS: 
were  offered  to  those  who  had  espoused  the  cause 
of  either  of  his  opponents.  At  night,  the  advocates; 
for  Mr.  Wilkes  illuminated  their  bouses,  and  the 
mob,  parading  the  streets,  compelled  all  those  to  do 
the  same,  who  chose  to  prevent  their  houses  and 
windows  from  being  demolished.  The  windows  of 
the  Mawion-house,  in  particular,  were  all  brokenfi 
together  with  a  large  chandelier  and  some  pier* 
glasses,  to  the  amount  of  many  hundred  pounds^ 
They  demolished  all  the  windows  of  Lord  Bute, 
Lord  Egmpnt,  Sir  Sampson  Gideo&t  Sir  WilHam  * 
Mayne,  and  many  oth^  gentlemen  and  tradesmen, 
in  most  of  the  piU)lic  streets  of  both  cities,  London 
and  Westoiinster.  la  ^ort,4h6  whole  evadii^  waa 
one  continued  sc^ae  of  noiae  and  tumult. 

The  next  day,  orders  were  given  to  the  gusffda  on 
duty  at  *  St*  James  s,  to  be  in  readiness.,  at  the  beat 
of  drum,  to  march,  to  suppress  any  riot  that  might 
li^ppea:  and»  the  day  following,  a  court  of  oQmmo9f* 
council  was  summoned,  on  purpose  to  con^det  of 
the  most  proper  and  effectual  mean»  to  ]^event,.  for 
ihe  future,  as  well  as  to  punish,  all  suqh  as  should 
be  found  to  have  been  guiity  of  the  late  riiotts  and 
disturbaijices  in  this  city ;  and  the  court  came  to  a 
resolution  to  prosecute,  with  the  utmost  woun 
every  person  who  should  be  convicted  of  having  been 
active  in  the  riots,  and  to  offer  a  reward  <^  fifty 
pounds  for  the  discovery  of  every  offender,  to  be  paid 
on  their  conviction;  and  ordered  the  same  to  be  in- 
(lerted  in  every  daily  and  evening  paper,  and  to  be 
printed  and  posted  up  ijv  t(ie  most  public  places  of 

this 
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this  city,  and  the  liberties  thereof.  They  also  dK 
rected,  that  such  prosecutions  as  should  arise  from 
their  resolution^  should  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  direct  their  law  proceedings :  and  it 
ivas  referred  to  the  Mansion-house  committee,  to 
order  the  immediate  reparation  of  all  such  damages 
as  it  might  have  sustained  by  the  said  riots  and 
tumults. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  a  desperate  fray  happened 
at  Wapping,  among  several  gangs  of  coal-heavers, 
in  which  many  persons  were  wounded,  and  three 
libuses  almost  destroyed :  and,  on  the  30th,  a  great 
body  of  them  assembled,  at  Wapping,  and  beset  the 
house  of  Mr.  Green,  a  publican,  who  defended  the 
same  all  night;  and  a  great  many  shot  wei%  fired  on 
both  sides,  whereby  three  of  the  assailants  were 
killed,  and  several  dangerously  wounded. 

The  Prince  of  Monaco,  at  whose  court  the  Du]c« 
of  York  died,  had  been  invited  over  to  England,  by 
his  majesty,  in  acknowledgment  for  the  civilities  he 
had  shown  to  his  deceased  brother.    During  his^ 
stay  here,  the  lord  mayor,  thinking  it  incumbent  on 
the  city  to  show  their  respect  also,  invited  the  prince 
to  an  entertainment  at  the  Mansion->house.    Accordw 
iiigly,  on  the  18th  of  April,  the  prince j  with  a  great 
number  of  the  nobility,  dined  with  the  lord  mayor; 
and,  in  the  evening,  the  Dukes  of  Gloucester  anci 
Cumberland  honoured  the  company  with  their  pre- 
.  sence  at  a  ball,  which  was  opened  by  the  Duke  of 
Gumberland  and  the  Lady  Mayoress.    The  enter- 
tainment provided  on  this  occasion  was  exceeding 
magnificent ;  and  the  company  in  general,  particu- 
larly the  visitor  on  whose  account  it  was  made,  ex- 
fveise^  the  highest  satis&ction. 

It><conformity  to  a  promise  given  by  Mr.  Wilkes 
on  his  return,  he  made  his  appearance  in  the  court 
9f  King'sf-Bench,  on  thq  90th  of  April ;    but  as  hi^ 

surrender 
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surrender  in  that  manner  was  irregular,  and  not  in 
ieompliance  with  any  process  issuing  out  of  that 
court,  the  judges  declined  taking  any  cognizance  of 
it,  on  which  he  retired.    On  the  27th  he  was  taken 
into  custody  by  a  writ  of  capias  utlagaiumy  ?^nd  was 
brought  up  under  a  habeas  corpus^  to  be  bailed ;  but 
the  court  being  of  opinion  that  no  person  is  intitled 
to  be  bailed  after  conviction,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  King^s-bench  prison ;   but,  in  his 
way  thither,  the  mob  stopped  the  coach  on  West- 
minster-bridge, took  off  the  horses,  and   drew  it 
along  the  Strand,  Fleet-street,  &c.  to  SpitaJifields, 
Here  they  turned  the  two  tipstaves  out  of  the  coach^ 
and  would  have  treated  them  indecently  had  it  not 
been  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  who  successfully  exerted  his 
influence  in   their  favour.     They  then  drew  the 
coach  to  the  Three  Tuns  Tavern,  where  Mr.  Wilkes 
got  out,  and  from  an  upper  window  earnestly  en- 
treated them  to  retire,  which  they  accordingly  did ; 
and  when  they  dispersed  be  vf^ni  privately  and  de* 
livered  himself  to  the  marshal  of  the  KingjVSeiicl^ 
prison. 

The  next  dsly  the  prison  was  surrounded,  by  a 
prodigious  number  of  people,  who,  it  was  expected, 
would  have  offered  some  outrage ;  but  no  disturb- 
ance happened  till  night,  when  they  pulled  up  the 
Tails  that  enclosed  the  footway,  with  which  they 
made  a  bonfire,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  th^ 
Borough  to  illuminate  their  houses;  but  a  captain's 
guard  of  one  hundred  men  arriving,  about  twelve 
6*clock,  they  all  dispersed. 

The  discontent  of  the  populace  at  this  time  was 
considembly  increased  by  the  excessive  price  of 
provisions,  on  which  account  many  disturbances 
happened  that  were  attended  with  the  most  dis? 
^eeable  consequences.  A  large  body  of  coal- 
l^eavers  went  on  board  the  colliers  in  the  river,  and 
^  obliged 
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obliged  th^  men  immediately  to  quit  their  work« 
They  complained  of  the  ill  usage  practised  by  their 
employers,  who  they  said  curtailed  their  wagesj  and, 
instead  of  paying  them  with  money,  only  gave  them 
liquor  and  goods  of  a  had  quality;  and  that  the9e 
undertakers  got  fortunes,  while  they,  who  did  the 
work,  were  starving.  This  tumult  was  productive 
of  much  mischief,  for  the  rioters  meeting  with  a 
strong  opposition,  the  fray  became  so  desperate  that 
several  lives  were  lost,  and  others  were  so  mainaed 
as  to  be  ever  after  incapable  of  e?:ecutiag  their  bu^i-* 
ness. 

The  sailors  belonging  to  the  outward  bound  ves« 
sels  in  the  river,  imbibed  the  contagion,  and  refused 
to  proceed  on  their  voyages  without  an  increase  of 
wages.  Qnthe  second  of  May  great  numbers  of  tlieiQ 
assembled  in  Stepney*fields  and  Deptford,  froii^ 
whence  they  proceeded,  in  a  riotous  mann^)  and 
boarded  those  ships  in  the  river  that  were  prepanng 
to  sail;  they  unri^ed  the  vessels  and  forced  away 
the  mejn,  declaring,  that  no  ships  should  sail  before 
the  merchants  had  agreed  to  advance  their  wagea. 
On  the  7th  they  again  assembled  in  St.  George'st 
fields,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  St.  James'a 
'Palace  with  colours  and  music  before  them,  and  pre-^ 
rented  at  petition  to  the  king,  setting  forth  tbei^ 
grievances,  and  praying  relie£ 

But  the  event  w,hich  created  the  strongest  sensa*% 
tion  at  this  time,  was  the  following:  In  the  afternooni 
of  the  10th  of  May,  a  great  body  of  people  assembled 
about  the  King's-Bench  prison,  in  expectatioA  thafe 
Mr.  Wilkes  was.  to  go  from  thence  to  the  parliaoftcnt- 
hoixse  (it  being  the  first  day  of  opeixing  the  new  pai?- 
liameiit),  and  designing  to  ccjnvey  him  thither;  They 
demanded  him  at  the  (xisoi^,  soA  grew  very  tua>ul- 
tuous ;  whereupon,  Ui^  ricA  act  was  begun  to  be 
read,  but  the  populace  threw  stones  and  brick-*bata 

while 
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while  it  was  reading,  when  William  Alleii,  son  of 
Mr.  Allen,  master  of  the  Horseshoe-inn,  in  Black-* 
man-sU^et)  Southwark,  l^ng  singled  out,  was  pur-^ 
sued  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  and  shot  dead  on  the 
spot    Soon  after  this,  the  crowd  increasing,  an  ad-» 
ditionftl  number  of  the  guards  were  sent  for,  who 
matched  thither,  and  also  a  party  of  horse  grenadiers  t 
when  thia  riot  continuing,  the  mob  was  fired  upon 
by  the  soldiers,  and  five  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and 
about  fifteen  wounded.    Two  women  were  among 
the  wounded,  one  of  whom  afterwards  died  iti 
St.  Thomas's  jkospital.  The  next  day  an  inquisition 
was  taken  by  the  coroner  fw  Surrey  on  the  body  of 
the  above  William  Allen,  when  a  verdict  was  given 
by  the  jdty,  that  Donald  Maciane  was  guilty  of 
wilful  murder,  and  Donald  Maclaury,and  Alexander 
Murray,  the  commanding  officer,  were  aiding  and 
abetting  therein.    This  inquest  wai»  held  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Allen ;  and  it  appeared  on  the  exami^ 
nation,  that  the  deceased  was  only  a  spectator,  and, 
on  seeing  some  persons  run,  he  ran  also,  but  was  ua* 
happily  mistaken,  and  followed  by  the  soldiers  five 
hundred  yards  into  a  cow-^house,  where  he  was  shot 
Donald  Maciane  was  committed  to  prison  for  the 
murder,  but  his  associates  were  admitted  to  bail. 
Two  inquisitions    were  aflefwardiJ   taken  in  the 
Borough,  on  persons  killed  by  the  soldiers  in  quelling^ 
the  above  riot;  one  on  the  body  of  Mary  Jefts,  who, 
having  a  basket  of  oranges  to  sell,  was  shot  dead  in 
femoving  them;  the  other  on  William  Bridgeman, 
wlio  was  shot  on  the  top  of  a  hay-cart,  as  he  was 
looking  at  the  fray  at  a  distance:   on  both  these  in* 
quisations  the  jury  brought  in  their  verdict  chance 
medley.    It  appeared,  by  the  evidence,  that,  on  the 
justices  taking  down  a  paper  that  had  been  fixed 
against  a  wall  of  the  prison,  the  mob  grew  riotous, 
tod  cried  out,  "  give  u^  the  paper  ;^'    which  the 

justices 
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justices  not  regarding,  stones  besan  to  be  throWfi; 
and  the  cry,  "  give  us  the  paper/^grew  louder ;  the 
drums  beat  to  arms;  the  proclamation  was  read  ;  the 
justices  were  pelted  who  read  it ;  great  pains  were 
taken  to  persuade  the  people  to  disperse ;  the  horses 
guards  were  sent  for,  and  it  was  not  till  the  last  ex* 
tremity  that  the  soldiers  received  ordeis  to  fire, 
Maclane  was  afterwards  tried  at  the  Surrey  assizes 
held  at  Guildford,  and  acquitted. 

The  next  day  the  mob  assembled  before  the  house 
of  Edward  Russel,  Esq.  distiller,  in  the  Borough, 
broke  open  the  door,  staved  some  casks  of  liquor, 
drank  it  immoderately,  and  began  pulling  down  the 
house  ;  but  the  military  interposing,  fourof  the  most 
intoxicated  were  seized,  and  the  rest  made  their 
escape.  At  the  same  time  the  front  of  the  house  of 
Richard  Capel,  Esq.  in  Bermondsey,  was  demolish- 
ed, and  Mr.  Capel  himself  wounded.  These  out- 
rages were  occasiDned  by  the  activity  of  the  above 
two.  gentlemjen,  in  suppressing  the  tumults  in  St. 
George's  Fields* 

The  same'^day,  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  sailors 
went  through  the  city  to  petition  the  parliament  for 
an  augmentation  of  tneir  wages*  When  they  were 
in  Palace-yard,  they  were  addressed  by  two  geride- 
xnen,  mounted  on  the  roof  of  a  hackney*coach,  and 
were  told,  that  they  could  receive  no  immediate 
answer  to  their  petition ;  but  that  it  would  be  consi- 
dered in  due  lime  :  on  wtich  they  gave  three  cheers 
and  dispersed.  Their  chiefs  afterwards  waited  on  a 
committee  of  merchants,  and  matters  were  accom- 
modated to  their  general  satisfaction. 

A  very  considerable  body  of  coal-heavers  assem^ 
bled  in  Stepney-fields,  and  proceeded  from  thence 
to  all  the  coal-wharfs  from  Shad  well  to  Essex-^irs, 
carrying  with  them  a  writing,  which  they  presented 
to  themasters  of  this  wharfs  to  sign,  signifying  their 

consent 
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conisent  to  faise  thieir  wages ;  which  having  accom-^ 
plished,  they  next  day  waited  on  the  lotd  mayor,  at 
th^  Mansioti-house,  to  obtain  a  confiimation  of  this 
egr^enient ;  but  his  lordship  thought  proper  to 
decline  intermeddling  with  their  afiairs. 

A  t^rriWe  fray  happened  on  the  25th,  between  the 
coal-heavers  and  sailors  belonging  to  the  colliers  in 
the  river,  in  which  many  were  killed.  The  sailors, 
having  been  long  detained  in  the  rivet  by  the  coal- 
heav€ln^  refusing  to  work,  had  begun  to  deliver  their 
ships  themselves ;  upon  which,  a  body  of  coal- 
heavers  fell  upon  some  of  the  saildrs  by  surprize, 
and  killed  several  of  them.  The  sailors  took  the 
alarm)  the  quarrel  became  general,  and  the  conse* 
quences^  were  the  lossof  many  li  ves. 

Oh  the  7th  of  June  another  fray  happened  in 
Stepney*fi6lds,  between  the  same  parties,  when 
several  of  the  sailcx^  were  killed.  The  coal-heavers 
Marched  off  iki  triumph,  With  colours  flying,  drums 
beatingj'&c.  offering  five  guineas  for.a  sailor's  head. 
The  ships  below  bridge  were  obliged  to  keep  con- 
stant watch  day  ahd  night;  and  to  so  great  a  height 
was  this  insurrection  got,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Wapping  were  perpetually  under  the  most  dreadful 
fapprehensions.  A  party  of  guards  constsmtly  at- 
tended for  some  days,  during  which  several  disturb- 
ances arose,  and  many  coaHieavers  were  taken  up 
by  the  soldiery  and  carried  before  Sir  John  Fielding, 
who,  on  examination,  committed  them  to  Newgate. 
Two  of  them  were  afterwards  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey 
for  the  murder  of  one  Battie,  a  seaman,  and  being 
convicted,  were  executed  at  Tyburn.  Seven  others 
were  also  executed  in  the  Sun  Tavern  Fields  (nqar 
where  the  riot  was  committed),  for  shooting  at  ]^f. 
tjrreen,  the  master  of  the  Roundabout  Tavern  in 
ShadwelL    These  examples  produced  the  wished- 
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for  effect ;    the  '  tumults  immediately  ceased,  and 
peace  aud  industry  yvere  happily  restored.  . 

The  King  of  Denmark  being,  on  a  visit  to  his 
tnaj^sty,  the,  citizens  of  London  were  desirous  oi 
showing  their  respect  to  hin;! ;  ia  consequen^ce  of 
which  it  was  resolved  in.  a  court  of  CQUimaarCOuncil 
to  invite  him  to  an  entertaip[n€|nt  at  the  Mansion- 
house,  which  being  accepied,»th^  23d  of  Sept^ipber 
was  the  day  appointed  for  receiving  the  royal  guest, 
who  intimated  his  desire  of  coming  to  the  city  by 
wtaer.  ,    .     .       .  »    .     . 

In  consequence  of  this  a  committee  was  chosen 
to  conduct  the  entertain rneqt,  who  were  eippow^ed 
to  draw  on  the.  Chamberlain,  ibi:  money  to;  defray 
the  expenses.  .  On  the .  ,^ppointed  day,  the  city 
barge,  attended  by  the  confipanies'  barges,  pifoceed- 
ed  to  New  Palace-yard,  wher^  the  king  embarked  ; 
and,  in  order  to  give  him  a  more  extensive  view  of 
the  banks  of  the  river,  a  circuit  was  made  as  high  asf 
Lambeth,  and  then  down  to  the  StdeUy^rd,  after 
which  they  returned  to  the  Tei^ple-^tairsj.and,  oti 
landing,  were  conducted  to  the  Middle  Temple 
Hall,  where  an  elegant  collation  was  prepared  by  the 
benchers  of  the  two  societies. 

From  the  Temple  his  niajesty  was  conducted  to  the 
Mansion-house  in  the  city  state  coach,  followed  by  the 
noblemen  of  his  suite,  and  the  aldermen  and  sheriffs 
in  their  carriages  :  on  alighting,  he  was  received  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  manage  the  entertain- 
ment, in  their  mazarine  gowns ;  and,  being  conduct- 
ed into  the  great  parlour,  received  the  compliments 
of  the  city,  to  which  his  majesty  returned  a  very 
polite  answer.  The  dinner,  which  was.  exceeding 
magnificent,  was  served  in  the  Egyptian-hall;  the 
gallaries  of  which  were  filled  with  the  ladies  of  the 
common-cpuncil-men,  elegantly  attired,  and  an  ex- 
cellent 
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cellentiban/d  of  music, was  stationed  in  an  orchestra 
erected  for  the  occaBion.  His. majesty  took  leave  of 
the,  corporation  about  eight  o'clock,  having  expressed 
Im  highest  satisfactioa  at  the  elegance  gf  the  enter- 
tainment*'  And,  at  a  .court  of  common^sounctl  held 
on  tl^e  Ipth  of  October,  the  freedomofthe  dty  teas 
yn^niixiously.  voted  to  the  King  of  Detxmark,  to  be 
presented  in  a  golden  box  of  two  hundred  guineas 
value.  >  His  majesty  was  admitted  into  the  Grocers' 
company^  and  his  freedom  being  afterwards  given 
to  his  ambassador  here,  was  by  him  transmitted  to 
Copenhagen. 

The  death  of  George  Cook,  Esq.  having  occasioned 
a  vacancy  for  Middlesex,  Sir  W.  B.  Proctor,  who  had  ' 
been  the  unsuccessful  candidate  at  the  former 
election,  and  Serjeant  Glynn,  Mr.  Wilkes's  leading 
council,  were  put  in  nomination  on  the  8th  of  De- 
cember. The  poll  proceeded  quietly  till  the  after- 
noon, when  a  mob  broke  into  the  hustings,  attempt- 
ed to  seize  the  poll-books,  and  put  an  entire  stop 
to  the  election.  Many  persons  were  considerably 
hurt  in  the  scuffle,  ^nd  the  remainder  of  the  day 
was  a  scene  of  confusion.  The  poll  was  again 
proceeded  in,  on  the  thirteenth,  and,  on  the 
following  day,  terminated  in  fevour  of  Serjeant 
Glynn. 

George  Clarke,  an  attorney's  clerk,  in  Mary- 
bone,  who  had  received  a  severe  blow  on  the 
head  at  Brentford,  on  the  day  of  the  riot,  died 
soon  after,  and  an  inquest  was  held  on  his  body 
before  the  coroner  for  the  county  of  Middlesex* 
and  a  very  respectable  jury  of  neighbours,  who 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  by  some 
person  or  persons  unknown.  Soon  after  this,  two 
Irish  chairmen  were  apprehended  and  tried  for 
the  murder,  and  it  being  proved  that  they  had 
\)een  hired  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  riot,  and 
!.   ^  1  '  been 
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been  very  inatrumental  in  it,  t  they  were  b6tfa  eon* 
victed;  but  wece  afbrwards  pardoned  on  an  opinion 
of  the  master,  wardens,  and  exiainihera  of  the  com- 
pany of  surgeons,  who  agreed  unanimously  that  ^ 
dIow  was  not  the  caiee  of  Mr.  Clarke's  death. 

The  last  public  transaction  of  the  year  1768,  was 
the  instituti<»i  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Arts,  which 
was  established  on  the  18th  of  December,  under  the 
immediate  patron^e  of  his  majesty.  This  society 
was  fiist  held  in  a  large  house  in  Pall-Mall ;  after 
which  tl»  king  granted  them  apartments  m 
Somerset-Chouse, 
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JiSif*  Wilkes  elected  Alderman  of  Farringdon  withoui.'^ 
He  is  expelled  the  House  of  dommons. ^^Instructions  to 
the  City  Representatives. -^-^Middleseso  Elections.-^ Ad-' 
dress  of  the  Merchants  to  the  King. — Freeholders*  Feti" 
tion.'-^Petiiion  of  the  Lit)ery  of  London.-^Disturhances 
among  the  Weavers. -^Correspondence  relative  to  the  Ex-' 
ecufien  qf  two  of  the  Rioter s.-^City  Remonstrance.'^ 
Protesiofthe  Aldermen  against  it.-^The  Right  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  to  call  a  Common-hall  questioned. — Ad' 
dress  and  Remonstrance. -^The  L^rd  Mayor  replies  to 
the  King.-'-^Foundation  of  Newgate. — Death  of  the  Lord 
Mayor.^^Proceedinss  against  the  Recorder. — Bounty  for 
Seamen.  ^'^The  Citizens  again  address  the  King.^^Op*^. 
position  to  Pres$'warrants. 

At  this  period  the  citizens  of  London  eagerly 
seized  every  opportunity  of  showing  their  attache 
ment  to  Mr.  Wilkes.  On  the  3d  of  January,  1769» 
the  election  fc»  aldennan  of  the  Ward  of  Farringdon 
\nthout|  came  on  at  St.  Bride's  church ;  the  can- 
didates were  Mn  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Bromwich ;  but, 
on  the  close  ofthe first  day'spoll,thedisparity  of  num- 
tiers  wasso  great,that  the  latter  gentleman  declined  the 
-contest,  and  the  lord  mayor  declared  Mr,  Wilkes  duly 
^ected*  Spme  doubts,  however,  were  started  re-* 
qiecting  the  legality  of  closing  the  books  before  the 
time  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  a  second  ward* 
mote  was  held  for  a  new  election  on  the  27th,  when 
BO  opponent  appearing,  Mr,  Wilkes  was  again  de^ 
ekred  duly  elected. 

On  dte  2d  of  February  the  House  of  Ojmmons 
passed  a  resolution  of  expulsion  against  Mr.  Wilkes, 
as  the  author  of  ^^  an  insolent,  scandalous,  and  sedi- 
tious, Ubel,'^  contained  in  the  prefatory  remarks  he 

had 
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had  published,  with  a  letter  written  by  Lord^ Wey- 
mouth to  the  chairman  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  the 
county  of  Surrey ;  an<l  a  new  writ  was  consequently 
ordered  for  the  election  of  a  member  for  Middlesex. 
This  produced  an  immediate  meeting  of  the  free- 
t)olders  at  the  Assembly-room  at  Mile  End,  where 
they  unanimously  resolved  to  confirm  their  fornaer 
choice,  and  to  support  Mr.  Wilkes  entirely  at  their 
own  expense. 

Frequent  meetings  were  at  this  time '  held,  not 
only  by  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  but  also  by 
the  electors  of  Westminster,  those  of  Southwark, 
and  the  Ijyery  of  London,  in  order  to  concert  proper 
measures  for  vindicating  the  rights  of  election,  and 
instructing  their  particular  members  to  support  them 
in  their  parliamentary  capacity.  On  the  10th. of 
February  a  conunon  hall  was  held  for  this  purpc^e, 
when  a  string  of  resolutions,  expressive  of  the  de- 
sires of  that  court,  wafe  imanitnously  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  their  representatives  in 
parliament.  ' 

The  most  material  articles  in  these  instructions 
were  in  substance  as  follow  :  To  be  particularly 
careful  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  aiKl  to  inquire  into 
and  censure  any  attempt  to  elude  the  force  of*  that 
law.  To  preserve  equally  inviolate  the  privilege  of 
padiament,  and  the  rights  of  election  in  the  choice 
of  their  representatives.  To  prevent  all  application 
of  th©  public  money  to  influence  elections  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament.  To  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  that  the  civil  magistracy  of  the  kingdom' 
be  put  on  a  respectable  footing,  and  thereby  remove^ 
the  pretence  of  calling  in  a  miUtary  force.  To  use 
their  best  endeavours  for  having  a  >  standing  cohi- 
mittee  appointed  from  time  to  time,  tx)  examine^  arict 
state  the  public  accounts.  To  promote  a  bill  fep 
limiting  the  number  of  placemen  and  pensioners  i» 

the 
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the  House  of  CommoDS,  and  that  an  oath,  to  pi-e*^ 
vent  bribery  and  corruption,  be  taken,  not  only  by 
the  electors,^ut  s^lso  by  the  candidates,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  poll.  And,  lastly,  that  they  use  their  ut- 
most endeavQurs  to. obtain  an  act  to  shorten  the 
duration  of  parliaments. 

The  new  election  came  on  at  Brentford,  on  the 
l6th  of  February,  when  Mr.  Wilkes  being  put  in 
nomination,  he  was  chosen  without  opposition.  Not- 
withstanding this,  when  the  return  was  made,  the 
next  day,  to  the  House,  it  was  resolved,  "  that  Mr^ 
Wilkes,  having  b^en  expelled  this,  session,  was,  and 
is,  incapable  gf  being  elected  a  member  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament.^'  In  consequence  of  this  resolution, 
the  election  wa^  declar^  void,  and  a  new  writ  was 
issued  for  anc^ther. 

In  the  interim,  a  nueeting  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  friends 
was  held  at  the  London  Tavern,  in  Bishopsgate- 
street,  for  the  support  of  his  ca^se;  when  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  pQunds  was 
immediately  Bubscfibed  for  that  purpose;  and  the 
subscnbe|:s  afterwards  formed  themselves  into  a  so-* 
ciety,  under  the  appellation  of  "  Supporters  of  the 
Bill  of  Bights;"  which,  they  asserted,  had  been. in- 
fringed by  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Wilkes. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  another  election  came  on 
at  Brentford,  for  a  member  for  Middlesex;  when  Mr. 
Wilkes  being  the  only  candid£U:e,  he  was  again  re- 
turned. The  House  of  Commons,  however,  perse- 
vered in  their  objections,  and,  on  the  same  evening, 
declared  the  election  null  and  void ;  and  a  new.  writ 
was  issued  for  another. 

Addresses  were  at  this  time  presented  to  his  iqa- 
jesty  from  almost  every  part  of  the  kingdom ;  amc^ 
which  was  that  of  the  merchants  of  tlw  city  of  Lon- 
don, who  waited  on  his  majesty,  on  the  S3^;  and> 
being  introduced  by  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  lord  phani- 
1  '  b§rlain 
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bedaift  of  the  household,  they  presented  the  same^ 
and  were  most  graciously  received.  When  thej^ 
set  but  from  the  Royal  Exchange^  in  order  to  pre* 
seiit  the  address,  the  populace  showed  the^ir  resent^ 
Itient  by  throwing  of  mud,  &c.  they  shut  the  gateii 
at  Temple-bar,  and  did  every  thing  possible  to  im-^ 
pede  their  progress.  When  some  of  the  coaches 
got  to  Eieter-changfe,  a  hearse  came  out  of  Exeter*- 
street,  and  preceded  them^  drawn  by  a  black  and  A 
tirhite  horse ;  the  drivel  of  which  was  dressed  in  a 
kind  of  rough  coat,  resembling  a  skin,  with  a  large 
cap,  on  one  side  black,  the  other  white,  whose  whole 
iigure  was  very  grotesque*  On  one  side  of  the  hearse 
Mrw  painted^  on  canvas,  a  representaticHi  of  the  rioters 
kilhng  Mf .  Clarke^  ^  the  Birentford  election ;  and 
on  the  other  side,  was  a  representation  of  the  sol- 
diers firing  on  young  Allen  m  the  cow-house.  The 
pqpulace  were  so  outrageous,  that  some  of  the  mer- 
chants welrel  obliged  to  quit  their  carriages,  and  take 
shelter  ill  the  houses;  and  others,  whose  clothes 
were  entirely  covered  with  mud,  retired  home  to 
shift  themselves,  before  they  could  proceed  with  the 
^dre$s. 

When  th^  came  to  St.  James's,  it  was  discovered 
they  had  lost  the  address  they  came  to  present ;  and, 
while  a  messenger  was  dispatched  in  search  of  it, 
they  begaii  iiastily  to  sign  a  copy  of  it.  This  acci- 
dent was  occasioned  by  the  gentleman,  in  whose 
possession  it  was,  being  obliged  to  take  shelter  in 
Nando's  coffee-house,  in  order  to  avoid  the  indigna- 
tion of  th6  populace;  when,  in  his  hurry  and  fright, 
he  left  the  address  in  the  coach,  and  ordered  his 
cOachman  to  return  home.  The  address,  however, 
being  found,  was  forwarded  to  St.  Jameses,  and  the 
addressers,  at  length,  accomplished  their  wishes 
^hough  attended  with  such  singular  difficulties),  of 
testJ^jiiDg  their  distinguished  loyalty. 

Several 


London  and  itsenviroks^  SSi 

Several  of  the  rioters  were  seized  at  St*  JamesV 
gate,  five  of  whom  were  detained  for  prosecution ; 
and,  the  same  evening, .  an  extraordinary  Gazette 
was  published,  containing  a  proclamation  for  sup> 
pressing  riots,  tumults,  and  unlawful  asseimb^es« 

The  final  election  for  Middlesex  took  place  oa 
the  14th  of  April.  The  candidates  were,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
Colonel  Luttrell,  Serjeant  Whitaker,  and  Mr.  Roche ; 
andy  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  were,  for 
Mr.  Wilkes,  114.3;  Colonel  Luttrell,  293  ;  Serjeant 
Whitaker,  5;  and  Mr.  Roche,  0:  whereupon,  Mn 
Wilkes  was  declared  duly  elected.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  the  House  of  dommons,  after  considerable 
debates,  determined,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  stijl  inca- 
pable of  being  a  member  of  this  parliament,  and  that 
Colonel  Luttreirshould  be  the  setting  member :  in 
consequence  of  which,  Colonel  Luttrell  took  the 
oaths  and  his  seat,  as  knight  of  the  shire  fpr  the 
county  of  Middlesex. 

This  decision  was  far  from  being  s^eeable  to  the 
nation;  and,  perhaps,  no  measure,  since  the  acces- 
sion of  the  present  royal  family,  has  created,  such 
universal  discontent,  retitions  and  addresses  flowed 
in  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom;  in  which  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  as  being  most  immediately 
concerned,  took  the  lead.  A  petition,  signed  by 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  freeholders 
of  that  county,  was  presented  to  his  majesty,  on  the. 
24th  of  May,  containing  a  long  catalogue  of  griev- 
ances, relative  to  the  infringements  on  the  constitu- 
tion, from  the  first  prosecution  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  to  his 
being  expelled  the  House  of  Commons  ;v  and  con* 
duding  thus: 

• 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
^'  Such  are  the  grievances  and  apprehensions,  which 
have  long  discontented  and  disturbed  the  greatest 
voL^  II.  G  g  .  ^nd 
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and  best  part  of  your  majesty^s  subjects,  UnwiBii^, 
however,  to  interrupt  your  royal  repose,  though  read^ 
to  lay  down  our  Hves  and  fortunes  for  your  majesty *s 
service,  and  for  the  constitution,  as  by  law  esta- 
blished, we  have  waited  patiently,  expecting  a  con* 
stitutional  remedy  by  the  means  of  our  own  repre- 
sentatives; but  our  loyal  and  free  choice  having 
been  frequently  rejected,  and  the  right  of  election 
now  finally  taken  from  u&,  by  the  unprecedented 
seating  of  a  candidate  who  was  never  chosen  by  the 
county,  and  who,  even  to  become  a  candidate,  was 
obliged  fraudulently  to  vacate  his  seat  in  parliament, 
under  the  pretence  of  an  insignificant  place,  invited 
thereto  by  the  prior  declaration  of  a  minister,  that, 
D^hoever  opposed  our  choice,  though  but  with  four 
votes,  should  be  declared  member  for  the  county- 
We  see  ourselves,  by  this  last  act,  deprived  even  of 
the  franchises  of  Englisbmen,  reduced  to  the  most 
abject  state  of  slavery,  and  left  without  hopes  or 
tneans  of  redress,  but  from  your  majesty  or  God. 

"  Deign,  then,  most  gracious  sovereign,  to  listen 
to  the  prayer  ctf  the  most  feithful  of  your  majesty^s 
subjects,  and  to  bankh  from  your  royal  favour,  trust, 
and  confidence^  for  ever,  those  evil  and  pernicious 
Gouosellors,  who  have  endeavoured  to  alienate  the 
affection  of  your  majesty's  most  sincere  and  dutiful 
subjects,  and  whose  suggestions  tend  to  deprive  your 
people  of  their  dearest  and  most  essential  ri^httSj  and 
Who  have  traiterously  dared  to  depart  fixMm  the  epi- 
rit  and  letter  of  those  Iikws,  which  have  secured  th^ 
crown  of  these  realms  to  the  House  of  Brunswick ; 
In  Which,  we  make  our  most  earnest  prayejs  taGodv 
that  it  may  continue,  untarnished,  to  the  ktost  pos^ 
terity." 

'   The  citizens  of .  London  were  equally  anxious  tQ 
$how  tiieir  disapprobation  oi  tim  proceecBng>  and. 
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euAy  ia  May,  had  requested  the  lord  mayor  to  calt 
a  common^^hall,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  sens6 
of  the  livery  on  the  measures  to  be  pursued  in  the 
€xi8ting  iMrcumstances ;  but  this  his  lordship  de*- 
clined,  until  he  could  procure  the  opinion  of  the 
common-council  upon  it.  A  court  was  accordingly 
summoned  for  this  purpose;  when  a  motion  was  ' 
made,  ^^  that  the  right  honourable  the  lord  mayor  be 
desired  to  issue  a  precept  to  assemble  the  livery  in 
€ommon*ha]l,  pursuant  to  their  application  to  his 
lordship:^'  which  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  t 
majority  of  twenty. 

But  this  disappointment  only  increased  their  eai* 
gernei^ ;  and,  on  Midsummer-day,  when  a  common* 
hall  was  held  for  the  choice  of  sherifis,  and  other 
city  officers,  the  liall  was  crowded ;  and  so  fearful 
were  the  livery  of  not  obtaining  their  wishes,  that  they 
would  not  permit  the  business  of  the  day  to  be  enr 
tered  upon,  till  they  were  assured  by  the  lord  mayor, 
that,  as  soon  as  that  was  finished,  he  would  listen  to 
any  motion  they  might. choose  to  bring  forward. 
This  declaration  was  received  w'lih  great  applause, 
and  the  elections  proceeded  as  usual :  after  which,  a 
petition  to  the  king  bein^  produced  and  read,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  the 
title,  which  originally  stood  thus:  "  The  humble  Pe- 
tition of  the  Loi^  May  or  ^  Aldermen^  and  Livery,  of 
London  ;^^  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  lord  mayor, 
the  words  in  Italics  were  omitted. 

In  August  and  September,  great  disturbances  arose 
among  the  weavers,  in  Spitalfields,  occasioned  by  a 
body  of  handkerchief  weavers,  who,  conceiving 
themselves  not  sufficiently  paid,  refused  working, 
unless  their  masters  would  increase  their  wa^es.  In 
order  to  support  those,  who  were  out  of  employment 
in  consequence  of  this  proceeding,  they  levied  a 
cwitribution  of  six  pence  a  week  from  every  loom 

that 
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that  was  at  work ;  and  if  their  more  industrious  br^-^ 
thren  did  not  comply  with  this  imposition,  they  de- 
stroyed their  work,  and  cut  their  looms  to  pieces; 
from  which  they  received  the  appellation  of  cutters. 
On  the  30th  of  September  a  desperate  conflict  took 
place,  between  a  body  of  them  and  a  party  of  the 
miUtary,  who  were  called  in  to  assist  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate. One  of  the  soldiers  and  two  of  the  rioters 
were  killed;  and  some  of  the  latter  being  taken,  two 
of  them,  Doyle  and  Valline,  welre  tried  at  the  ensu- 
ing October  sessions,  and,  being  capitally  convicted, 
sentence  was  passed  upon  them  in  the  customary 
form.  The  execution  of  these  men  occasioned  a 
curious  correspondence  between  the  lord  chancellor, 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  sheriffs.  According 
to  the  sentence  passed  upon  them  by  the  recorder, 
they,  were  to  suffer  at  the  usual  place  of  execution,; 
but  the  warrant  transmitted  to  the  sheriffs,  signified 
that  it  was  his  majesty^s  pleasure  that  the  sentence 
should  be  executed  in  the  most  convenient  place 
near  Bethnal-green  church.  The  sheriffs,  not  knowing 
how  they  ought  to  proceed,  under  the  circumstances 
of  this  variation  from,  the  sentence,  laid  the  case  before 
Serjeant  Glynn,  who,  in  his  opinion,  said  he  was  unac- 
quainted with  any  authority  which  could  justify  an  al- 
teration of  the  sentence  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  ad- 
'  vised  them  to  represent  their  doubts  to  his  majesty. 
Upon  the  case  being  laid  before  the  king,  he  or- 
dered the  prisoners  to  be  respited  till  the  opinion  of 
the  judges  could  be  taken  upon  it ;  which  was  soon 
after  given  to  the  following  effect :  ^'  That  the  time 
and  place  of  execution  are,  in  law,  no  part  of  the 
judgment;  and  that  the  recorder's  warrant  was  a 
lawful  authority  to  the  sheriffs,  as  to  the  time  and 
pfcice  of  execution .*'  In  reply  to  this,  the  sheriffs 
wrote  to  the  lord  chmicellor,  to  say,  that,  though 
their  doubts  weye  pveivruled,  they  were  not  satisfied; 

on 


*u. 


LONDON   AND  ITS  ENVIRONS.  SSQ 

on  the  6th  of  December,  however,  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  the  sheriffs,  infortning  them,  from  autho- 
rity, that,  as  the  judges  had  determined  their  war* 
rant  was  legal,  it  was  his  majesty's  pleasure  that  there 
should  be  no  farther  respite  for  the  two  convicts. 
Accordingly,  on  the  8th,  they  were  executed  on 
Bethnal-green,  attended  only  by  the  peace  officers, 
the  sheriffs  having  refused  the  assistance  of  the  mi-r 
litary ;  but  the  mob  was  so  outrageous,  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  order  the  unhappy  sufferers  to  be 
turned  off  before  the  usual  tinie  allowed  on  such 
occasions,  to  prevent  a  rescue. 

The  citizens  of  Lohdoii,  not  having  received 
any  answer  to  their  petition,  presented  to  the  king, 
relative  to  the  Middlesex  election,  determined  to 
renew  their  solicitations  on  the  subject.  On  the 
1st  of  March,  1770,  a  committee  of  the  livery  laid  a 
memorial  before  the  court  of  common-council,  in 
which  they  stated,  that,  thou  gh  apetitionhad  been  pre- 
sented by  them  to  his  majesty,  no  answer  or  redress 
had  been  obtained ;  they  therefore  applied  to  that  court, 
to  join  in  a  request  to  the  lord  mayor  to  call  another 
common-hall,  that  further  measures  might  be  taken 
for  the  re-establishment  of  their  ancient  rights  and 
privileges.  The  question  being  put,  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  and,  in  consequence,  a  common-hall 
was  held  on  the  6th,  when  a  second  application  to 
his  majesty  was  read,  and  unanimously  agreed  to; 
the  title  of  which  ran  thus:  *'  The  humble  Address, 
Remonstrance,  and  Petition,  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Livery,  of  the  City  of  London,  in 
CommOn-hall  assembled.^*  The  substance  of  this 
remonstrance  was,  a  repetition  of  the  grievances 
mentioned  in  their  former  petition,  and  an  earnest 
request  to  his  majesty  to  dissolve  the  parliament. 

Thfs  address  and  remonstrance  was  presented  on 
the  14th;  and  bis  majesty  returned  the  following 

answer; 
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answer :  ^^  I  ehall  always  be  ready  to  receive  the  re^ 
quests,  and  to  listen  to  the  complaints  of  my  sub- 
jects ;  but  it  gives  me  great  concern  to  find,  that  any 
of  them  should  have  been  so  far  misled  as  to  offer 
an  address  and  remonstrance,  the  contents  pf  which 
I  cannot  but  consider  as  disrespectful  to  me,  ii^jXiri- 
ous  to  parUament,  and  irreconcilable  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution. 

'^  I  have  ever  made  the  law  of  the  land  the  rule 
of  my  conduct,  esteeming  it  my  chief  glory  to  reign 
over  a  free  people :  with  this  view,  I  have  always 
been  careful,  as  well  to  execute  fiuthfully  the  trust 
Imposed  in  me,  as  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of 
invading  any  of  those  powers  which  the  constitution 
has  placed  in  other  hands.  It  is  only  by,  persevering 
}n  such  a  conduct,  that  I  can  either  discharge  my 
own  duty,  or  secure  to  my  subjects  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  those  rights,  which  my  family  were  called 
to  defend;  and  while  I  act  upon  these  pr^ici« 
pies,  I  shall  have  a  right  to  expect,  and  I  am  confi- 
dent I  shall  continue  to  receive,  the  steady  and  af^ 
fectionate  support  of  my  people.'^ 

At  a  court  of  aldermep,  held  on  the  IStb,  die  le^ 
gality  of  this  address,  apd  the  propriety  of  its  title, 
were  strongly  objected  to,  and  a  motion  was  made 
that  it  should  be  disavowed  in  that  court ;  which 
occasioned  a  warm  altercaticai.  Next  day,  the  fol- 
lowing protest  appeared  in  all  the  public  papers. 
**  We,  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  observing  that  the  ad- 
dress, renionstrance,  and  petition,  agreed  upon  by  the 
livery,  who  met  at  Guildhall,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of 
this  inst  March,  is  intituled, '  The  Address,  Remon- 
strance, and  Petition,  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Livery,  of  the  'City  of  London,  to  the  King^s 
most  Excellent  Majesty,'  do  declare,  that  we  were 
not  assenting  to,  nor  signified  our  approbation  of  the, 

said 
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said  address,  remonstrance,  and  petition.  Dated  the 

13th  of  March,  1770. 

Robert  Ladbroke  Thomas  Halifiiit 

Robert  Alsop  John  Shakespew 

Richard  Glynn  James  E^aile 

Thomas  Harley  Samuel  Kumbe 

Samuel  Turner  Barclay  Kennet 

Henry  Bankes  J.  Kirkman 

Richard  Peers  James  Rossiter 

William  Nash  John  Bird/^ 

The  e^tample  of  the  majority  of  the  court  of  alder* 
men  was  followed  by  three  of  the  .city  companies^ 
who  disputed  the  power  of  the  lord  mayw,  in  calling 
common-halls,  on  any  other,  occasion  than  merely 
for  the  election  of  city  officers.  At  a  court  of  assist- 
ants of  the  Goldsmith^s  company,  held  the  22d  of 
March,  the  following  resolution  was  agreed  to : 

*'  The  right  honourable  the  lord  mayor  having 
issued  precepts  for  summoning  the  Hvery  of  this 
city  to  meet  at  Guildhall,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  inst. 
to  consider  of  a  farther  application  for  a  redress  of 
grievances ;  at  which  meeting,  a  most  indiscent  re- 
monstrance was  ordered  to^be  presented  to  his 
majesty: 

"  Resolved  and  ordered.  That,  for  tiie  fttture,  the 
wardens  of  this  company  do  not  summon  the  Uveiy 
therieof  to  attend  at  any  meeting  in  the  Guildhall 
(except  for  the  purpose  of  elections),  vrithout  the 
express  approbation  or  consent  of  this  court/^ 

The  companies  of  grocers  and  weavers  followed 
the  example  of  the  g(4dsmiths,  and,  at  their  next 
court  days,  passed  r^olutions  of  a  Hke  tendency. 
'  On  the  1 2th  of  April,  a  common^iall  was  held  at 
Guildhall,  by  virtue  of  a  precept  ftom  the  lord  mayor, 
to  receive  the  report  of  hii&r  me^esty^  answer  to  the 
address,  remonstrance,  and  petitiop,  of  the  lord 
S  mayor. 
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mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery,  of  London ;  as  also  to 
hear^he  resolutions  and  addresses  of  the  Houses  of 
Lords  and  Commons  thereupon;  and  to  take  into 
consideration  the.  late  proceedings  of  the  companies 
of  goldsmiths,  weavers,  and  grocers ;  and,  in  particu-^ 
lar,  their  resolution  not  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
lord  mayor,  for  sunmioning  the  livery  of  the  respec- 
tive companies  to  attend  at  common-halls.  The  last 
committee  of  the  livery  were  appointed  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  proper  mode  of  prpceedipg  against 
these  refractory  companies,  and  to  report  their  opi- 
nion to  the  court  of  common*counciL 

Mr.  Wilkes,  being  discharged  from  his  confine-* 
ment,  was  sworn  in  alderman  of  Farringdon  without, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  and  took  precedence  from  the 
time  of  his  election. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  a  court  of  common-council 
was  held,  to  consider  of  a  third  address,  petition,  and 
remonstrance,  to  his  majesty,  which  was  presented 
on  the  23d;  when  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  return 
the  following  answer : 

"  I  should  have  been  wanting  to  the  public,  as 
well  as  to  myself,  if  I  had  not  expressed  my  dissatis*- 
fection  at  the  late  address. 

"  My  sentiments  on  that  subject  continue  the 
same ;  and  I  should  ill  deserve  to  be  considered  ad 
the  father  of  my  people,  if  I  could  suffer  myself  to 
be  prevailed  upon  to  make  such  an,  use  of  my  pre- 
rogative, as  I  cannot  but  think  inconsistent  with  the 
interest,  and  dangerous  to  the  constitution,  of  the 
kingdom.^' 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  lord  mayor.  Beck- 
ford,  made  that  reply  to  the  king,  so  much  spoken  of 
at  the  time,  for  its  promptitude  and  spirit,  but  which 
is  now  asserted  to  have  been  composed  by  Mr. 
Home  Tooke,  and  entrusted  to  his  lordship^s  me- 
mory. ^ 

Her 
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Htr  niajfest^  having  been  happily  delivered  of  a 
}»ihciess,  bh  the  22d  of  May,  the  lord  mayor  Mrent  to 
St.  3Bmek%  oh  the  SOth,  with  thfe  customary  con- 
gratulations, and  was  informed,  <^  that,  as  his  lord- 
fehip  thought  fit  to  speak  to  his  majesty,  after  his  an- 
swer to  the  late  remonstrance,  as  it  was  unusual,  his 
majesty  desired  that  nothing  of  the  kind  might  hap- 
pen for  the  future/^ 

Oh  the  following  day,  the  lord  mayor,  attended 
bv  the  sheriff  and  several  of  the  aldermen,  went  in 
sfate  to  the  Old  Bailey;  and  laid  the  first  stone  of 
the  present  prison  of  Newgate.  This  was  the  last 
public  transaction  of  Mr.  Beckford's  life,  which  was 
terminated  by  a  rheumatic  fever,  on  the  21st  6f 
June.  The  hi^h  opinion  in  which  he  was  held,  at 
thdl  timei  by  his  fellow-citizens,  was  evinced  by  the 
first  conimon-council  hejd  after  his  death;  in  which 
a  resolution  was  passed  for  erecting  a  statue  to  his 
memory,  in  Guildhall. 

The  recorder  having  given  great  offence  to  the 
CorporatioA';  by  refusing  to  attend  the  presentation 
of  die  late  addresses  and  remonstrances,  two  motions 
were  carried,  in  the  court  of  common-council,  on 
the  6th  of  July,'  for  taking  the  recorder's  con- 
duct into  consideratibn-  at  the  next  court,  and  for 
printing  itod  distributing  a  cop^  of  his  oath  to  the 
lri6mbers. 

•  In  consequence  of  hostilities  committed  by  the 
Si^iards,  by  forcibly  takihg  possession  of  a  small 
British  settlement  on  the  Falkland  Islands,  govern- 
ment gave  orders  fot  imthediate  preparations  for  a 
wair  with  that  power;  and  press-warrants  wefe  issued 
to  a!!  the  sea-ports  and  principal  towns  in  England. 
Amplication  befng  made  by  the  lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty to  the  lord  mayor,  to  back  these  warrants,  he 
refused,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  an  unusual  pro- 
ceedure,  unless  when  the  lord  mayor  received  inti- 
voL.  II.  H  h  mation 
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matioa  of  its  necessity  immediately  from  the  privy* 
council :  when  the  request  was  made  through  that 
channel,  the  lord  mayor  complied ;  but  it  produced 
much  dissension  in  the  corporation. 

A  court  of  common-council  was  held  on  the  27th 
of  September,  at  which  the  case  of  the  recorder 
was  taken  into  consideration.  That  gentleman  at- 
tended, and  justified  his  conduct,  declaring,  that, 
should  a  similar  case  occur,  he  would  act  as  he 
had  done:  in  consequence  of  which,  the  court  came 
to  a  resolution,  '^  that  the  recorder,  by  refusing  to 
attend  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons^  of 
this  city,  with  their  humble  address,  remonstrance, 
and  petition,  acted  contrary  to  his  oath  and  the 
duty  of  hia  office*/'  and  the  further  consideration 
was  adjourned  to  the  ISth  of  October;  when  it 
was  resolved,  that  he  should  be  no  more  advised 
with,  retained,  or  employed,  in  any  affairs  of  the 
corporation;  he  being  deemed  unworthy  of  theiir 
future  trust  or  confidence. 

On  the  1 5th  of  November,  a  court  of  common- 
council  was  held  at  Guildhall,  when.it  was  unani* 
mously  agreed  and  resolved,  that  the  sum  of  forty 
shillings  for  every  able  seaman^and  twenty  shillings 
for  every  ordinary  seaman»  over  and  above  the 
bounty  granted  by  his  majesty,  be  given  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  court,  and  not  exceeding  one  month 
from  this  day,  to  every  such  seaman  as  shall  enter 
at  the  Guildhall  of  this  city  into  the  service  of  his 
majesty's  navy.  It  was  ako  resolved  and  ordered, 
that  the  remembrancer  do  immediately  wait  on  thi?« 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edijvard  Hawke,  first,  lord  commissioner 
of  the  Admiralty,  with  a  copy,  of  the  resolution 
fairly  transcribed,  and  signed  by  the  town-clerk, 
and  signify  the  request  of  the  court,  that  his  lord-» 
ship  vviir,  at  a  proper  opportunity,  lay  the  same  be-, 
fore  his  majesty^  as  an  himpible  testimony  of  theii; 

2^al 


^seal  ftnd  affection  for  his  most  sacred  person  and 
government. 

At  the  same  court  a  motion  was  made  and  car« 
tied,  that  another  humble  address,  remonstrance, 
and  petition^  be  presented'  to  his  no^jesty,  touching 
liiei  violated  right  of  election,  and  prayii^  for  a 
dissolution'  of  psirliament.  Th.is  address  was  pre- 
sen|;ed  on  the  31st;  and  .his  majesty  returned  the 
following  ai]^wc^r.  *'  As.  J  have  seen  no  r^^spn  to 
alter  the  Qpjpioa  e:iq)ressed  in.  my  answer  to  your 
address  upon^tBiis  subject,  I  cannot  <:omply  with  the 
prayer  of  y^t^tition.^^;         '  '"^  :/ 

The  lieuieBrtuits  epiploycd  in .  the  impress  ser- 
vice attended" the  lord  mayor,. bn  the  1st' of  Decern- 
Ber,  tQ  h^ve  their  warrants  backed  by  his  autho- 
rity; but  his  Jord^hip  refused,  Qnd  told  them,  that 
the  bounty,  given  by.  the  city  was  .intended  to  pre- 
vent ««ch  violence.  — 
•  Th^  oppomtipn  to  the  impress  service  was .  car- 
ried to  iSuch  a  height,  in  the  city  of  London,  at 
this  period,  that,  on  the  15  th  of  January,  177l»  a 
motion  wqs  made  in  the  court  of  common-council, 
tt>  censure  Alderman  Harley,  for  having  backed 
ike  warrants ;  and,  on  the  22d,  the  following  re- 
soltition  was  carried :  "  That  if  any  pereoii  ^hall  be 
impressed  within  this  city  or  liberty  into  his  nia- 
jesty^s  service,  by  virtue  of  apy  warrant  granted 
or  backed  by  ahy  of  his  inajesty's  justices  of  the 
peace  for  this,  city,  that  this  court  will  immedi- 
ately direct  their  solicitor,  at  the  city's  expense!, 
to  prosecute,  in  the  name  of  the  person  so  im- 
pressed (if  he  desires  it),  not  only  the  justice  of 
the  peace  who  granted  or  backed  the  said  war- 
rant,- but  the  constable  or  peace-officer  who  exe- 
cuted the  same/'  This  question,  however,  was  put 
to  rest  by  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
lord  mayor,  informing  him  that  the  dispute  between 
the  two  governments  was  amicably  adjusted. 

CHAP.  XUII. 
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Case  qfthe  Printf^s^jr^Thei  City  Magistrates  d^i^  the^Ai'^ 
thm\tu  yifie  timse  j^  Commof^s  in  tf^e  City.-^Tb&j 
I^djM[ay(yr  (ia^  sjmtJo  tneTower* 

'  '^Proceedings  of  this  C^  Subport  of  the 

ifkpAsoiiild Magistrates. — Opinion  of  Counsel  on  the  Cas^. 
cfihe  refrdctory  Companies. --jiddress  and  Remonstrance. 
Court  of  Escheats.-^ — The  Lord  Mayor  refuses  to  call  a 
Common-haU^^'The  EaiJnbitions.  of  St*  Paulas  School  in-- 
creased.—jireadful  Storm.-^WritsofCe^tiorQri,  brought^ 
in  the  ^ing'S'lencIu  sef  aside^'-'^Pote  (^Censure  on  a 
JU>rd  mayw.^^lBJection  of,  a  Recorder^^'-M^arkalU. 
Fbg •'•'•^Petition  for  a  "Redress  of  Grievances. ^^^The  Be- 
comer's  Salary  thcreaie^r'-^udgment  against  the,  Mas^- 
ier  of  the  Goidsmith^s  Company. — Petinon  against  the 
ChjMec  BilL'-'-^Reuersal  of  the  Judgment  (Against  tk^ 
Goldsmith's  Company. — Address  ana  Pitition  on  Ame^ 

^  rica^Affairs.^^Proclamation  againsf  Rebellion  and  Se^ 
ditwn.^''^ Election  of  C^rniertaiif.—Pfjot^st.  against  iL 
^^nefusal  to  'lack  PressWarrdnis. 

•     .         .  .5  , 

^  Tij[E^e;  ^^emed  to  be,  at  this  period,,  a  determina^ 
tiop  in  sp^e  ot  the  city  nx^gi9t^ate$^  to  oppose  bj^ 
thwai;t  every  measure  which  originatjed  with  the. 
goveriin^ent.;  aqc^  imd^r  the  plciusfitile  ptj^tence  o( 
upholding,  the  privJiegj^s  of  tie  corporation,  they 
i^ug1it;'opportunitiea  01  counteracting  all  their  pro- 
ceedings. In  Febhiary,  ITTli  coinplaint  bad  beea 
made  to  th^  House  of  Cpmmpns,  by  some  of  its 
inemjbers,  that  their  speeches  had  been  ^ps^ly  inis- 
represented  in  the  public  newspapers,  a  practice 
which  prevailed  too  generally  on  both  sides;  and» 
as  the, insertion  of  the  proceedings^  of  the  Hou^e  is  a 
direct  violation  of  th^ir  standing  orders,  a,  motion 
was, made,  aii4  carried  by  a,  great  msgority,  for  dr* 
derin^  Wheble  and  Thpmpson,  the  printers  of  twfo 
of  the  papers,  to. the  bar^  Tl^is  order  was  not 
.      1  '         '  obeyed,^ 
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ob?y^,  2^  i^  coiwiequenc^,  a^othef  waa  made 
far  ^,ing  t^jja  iut^o  the  custody  of  th^  ^i^rjeant  afc 
anjijis,  w%Ji  Kfpy^d  ^us^ly  iiieflfect[u^  A  royal 
j«ocl^ajty>a  wa^  ther^ftHT^  i^u^d,  ofl5eri«g  a  reward 
%  ^M^^??kS^«g  thL^%  .Bptfe  pf  thei»  w^re  appre- 
bended,  and  the  first  being  brought  before  Mr.  Al-» 
d^rmsHO^  ^M^^^  ^^  di&^hai^^  him  and  bound  him 
oyer;  to  pjx^ecuta  the  person  lyho  took  himi  for  aa 
aj5$ai4t ;  the  other  b^ing  takei^  before  Mx*  Alderman 
Oliv/^r,  h^  ^as  s|ls9  discharged  in  the  Sftoi^  way. 

Mr.  Mi%F,  ^  printer  Qf  ^he^  Evening  Post,  hav^ 
i^g  been  alia^  compjaioed  againsl;,  wa$  takeB  into 
custody  by  a  n^si^enger  of  tlie  Houe^.  of  ConaoaftOM, 
at  his  o\yn  hou^f^,  by  virtive  of  a  WQiP^ant  from  tho. 
spea^r:  j^ill^r  sent  for  a^  consta^ble  who  carried 
both  h^pd  and  the  messejjigier  before  the  lord  mayor, 
wbo,wa^  a!9|sisted  by  the.twp  aboye-namn^d  aldesmeQ. 
T%y,  not  only  discharged  tjhe  printer,  but  compelii^ 
the  n^^jssenger  to  give  bpiil  to.  answer  <^e  assault  and 
im^^il^nm^t  of  a  citi^en^  withoMt  the  order  c^  a  citjr 
naagistrate.  ,a.. 

l^hie  Hou^e  of  Commons  r^^i^entedV'thhL  contempt 
of  th^ir  authority,  ai^  Pi;deri^  tfa^  lord  Biayor  aod 
the  tjvvo  alderman  to  appf^r  before  th^m.  Mr.  Crosby 
and  Mr»  Oliver  attended^  as  m^mbeos  of  the  Ifouse; 
h\xt  Mr«  \^ilkes  refused  to  appear^ except  asmepoiific* 
for.  Middlesex..  The  House,  not  choosing  to  €»iter 
agaii^,into  this  question,  adjourned  over  the  day  ap* 
poinjted  for  his  attendance ;  but,  in  the  mean  time^ 
they  cofnqiitted  the.  lord  mayor  and  Aldermaa  Qli<-> 
ver  to,  the  Tower,  where  they  remained  to  the  ^id  o£ 
the  s^ion. 

The  conduct  of  these  magistrates,  on,  this.  occa«». 
sioi),  was  sp  highly  approved  by  the  citizens,  that  a 
yot^  Qf  tjianks  tp  them'  was  passed:  in  die  court  of 
cominpn-council,  and  a  committee  was  appdnted  to 
assist  theip  in  their  defence;  and,  after  their  oom^ 

^adiittalt 
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mitlal^  they  were  brought  before  cv^ty  covtt-of  jtt* 
dicature^  at  Westminster,  by  habeas  corpus^  at  the 
city  expense,  in  order  to  pWcUre  theit  enlargement; 
but  the  courts  refused  to  interfere  with  the  privileges 
of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  they  were  remanaed 
to  the  Tower. 

•  At  length  the  day  arrived,  when,  by  the  pi*oroga- 
tionof  rparliament,  the  poWer  that  detained  thenk 
expired,  and  their,  liberation  was  the  consequience. 
Some,  days  previous  to  it,  the  court  of  common* 
council  had  resolved  to  attend  tlieir  enlargement, 
accompanied  by  the  city  officers.  Accordingly,  they 
assembled  at  Guildhall ^  and  proceeded  to  the  Tower 
in  fifty  .three  carriages;  the  procession  being  aug^- 
mented  by  the  artillery  company,  who  attended  in 
their  uniform:  When  the  lord  mayor  and  Mr.  Oli- 
ver were  bi-ought  to  the  Tower-gate,  they  were 
saluted  by  twertty-one  pieces  of  cannon  belon^ng 
to  the  artillery  cdmpany;^  and,  fi*om  thence  to  the 
Mansion-house,  received  the  loudest  acclamations 
of  an  innumerable  concourse  of  spectators. 

At  a  court  bf^  conmKSn^ouncil,  held  the  28th  of 
May,  it  was  resolved  and  ordered,  "  That  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  appointed  to  assist  the  lord* 
mi^or  and  Alderman  Oliver,  in  the  Tower,  to  state 
cases,  and  take  opinions,  whether  there  is  any,  and 
whati  method  to  bring  into  a  course  of  trials  the  le- 
gality of  an  imprisonment  by  a  vote  of  either  House 
of  Parliament/^  It  was  farther  resolved,  "  That,  in 
Qiase  the  said  committee  should  be  advised  that  th^ 
legality  of  the  commitment  of  the  lord  mayor  and 
Alderman  Oliver  can  be  put  into  a  due  couree  of 
trial  by  law,  they  be  authorized  so  to  do.*' 

At  another  court  of  -  common-council,  held?  the 
5th  of  June,  the  opinions  of  the  counsel,  who  had 
been  consulted  by  the  comnuttee  abovementioned, 
were  read  to  the  court ;  when  it  appeared,  they  did 

not 
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not  think  any  action  could  be  commenced  on  that 
account  At  the  same,  time,  the  report  was^mad^ 
from  the  committee,  who  had  been  appoint^  to 
consider  of  a  proper  mode  of  proceeding  against  the 
Goldsmiths,  Grocers,  and  WeaversV  companies,  for 
.  their  disobedience  to  the  lord  mayor^s  precepts,  The 
report  stated,  that  queries  had  been  submitted  to 
counsel,  on  the  following  heads ;  namely^  the  powar . 
of  the  lord,  mayor  to  call  common-halls;  theobligar 
tipn.of  the  masters  and  wardens  of  the  several  com? 
panics  to  obey  the  lord  mayor's  precepts ;  and  the 
methods  of  punishment,  in  case  of  refusal.    .      -    . 

The  answers  to  these  questions  were  as  follow: 
"  We  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  prpper  offi* 
cers  of  the  several  companies,  to  whom  precepts  fof 
summoning  their  respective  liveries  have  been  usu- 
ally directed,  to  execute  those  precepts;  and,  that  a 
wilful  refusal  on  their  parts  is  an  offence  punishable 
by  disfranchisement. .  LF  it  be  thought  proper  to  pror 
secute  with  that  view,  in  the  present  case,  we  thinly 
it  most  adviseable  to  proceed  in  the  usual  way,  by 
information,  to  be  filed  by  the  common-serjeant,  in 
the  mayor's-court ;  which  the  common-serjeant  may 
file,  ej?.o^c/o,  if  he  pleases,  or  at  the  instance  of 
either  of  the  bodies  mentioned  in  the  query. 

«  Alex.  Wedderbume,  J.  Glynn,  J.  Dunning, 
.T- Nugent.'^  . 

A  common-hall  was  held,  as  usual,  on  Midsum- 
mer-day,  for  the  election  of  city  officers  for  the  year 
ensuing.  This  business  being  adjusted, .  a  ^motion 
was  made  for  presenting  another  humble  address, 
remonstrance,  and  petition  to  his  majesty,  setting 
forth  the.  mapy  grievances;  already  complainec|  of, 
and  still ,  unredressed;  together  with  the  injurious 
and  unconstitutional  behaviour  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, during  the  last  sessions,  who  had  imprisoned 

the 
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/the  pei^on  of  the  lord  mayor^  their  chteT  kHs^fttrkte, 
and  Mt.  Alderman  Oliv^,  one  of  their  represent- 
tived.  The  remonMjtihice  being  read  to  the  litety,  it 
l^ras  unaniitaoudly  approved  of,  and  brdered  t6  be 
presented  by  the  lord  mayor^  aldermen,  dherifll,  die 
city  members,  the  comittbn-couileil,  and  the  livery 
of  Lohdon,  attended  by. the  city  oflScers.  Anbther 
motion  was  made  iiid  carriedj  "  That  the  livery  of 
London  do  de$ire  the  commoh-couneil  to  present  a 
silver  cup  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  of  the 
Talue  of  two  hundred  pounds,  with  the  city  arhis 
engraved  thereon ;  and  td  the  aldermen,  Wilkes  and 
Oliver;  oiie  each,  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
as  marks  of  their  gratitude,  for  their  upright  conduct 
in  the  affair  of  the  printers,  and  for  supporting  t^e 
city  charters:*^  Though  this  motion  was  readily 
agreed  to  by  the  lively,  it  met  with  some  obstacles 
in  the  court  of  common-council ;  and  so  long  was  it 
before  it  was  carried,  that  the  cups  were  not  pre» 
rented  to  the  different  parties  till  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary following. 

On  the  30th  of  June  caibe  on  at  Guildhall,  the 
trial  of  Edward  Twine  Carpenter,  for  an  assault,  in 
seiasing  aM  taking  iip  the  persoW  of  J.  Whebte,*  ac- 
cording to  the  royal  proclamation  fo^  thalt  purpose ; 
when  lie  v^as  found  giitlty,  fined  one  shilling,  and 
ordered  to  be  imprisoned  for  two  ihonths  in  Wood- 
street  Cortiyter. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  sheriffs  i^aited  on  the  king, 
to  know  when  he  would  bfe  plea^td  to  receive  the 
city  irettio^trance ;  when  his  majesty  appointed  the 
lOtlh  at  two  o'clock.  The  lord  mayor  therefolr*  is- 
sued precepts  for  the  attendance  6f  the  ald^riiten, 
commons-council,  and  Kvery;  but  in  tTie  eveninj 
preceding  the  day  appointed,  his  lordship  receive( 
the  following  letter. 

"My 
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4si»  in  pQii^eq^uence  of  the  notjc^  giy^n  of  thei 
(im^  you];  Iprdf^bip  proposes  s^ttipg.  oiit/ljo-mpiTp^,* 
the.  livery  may  be  ijaduced  to  attend  ypun  IoVd$hip 
to  St.  Jani.es's,  ^  h^ve  thje  Xing!s  comoiaddv^.  tp  aic^-| 
qjuiUQt  ypi^,  that,  it  being  unprecedented^  to,  admijt;' 
tbj^^  livery  upon  such  occasions,  as  well  9s  iinpract;i« 
gs^ble  to  kpitro^uce  so  nuinerous.  a  ^pfly*  i^o  per^nsj 
^eyond  the  number  allowed  by  law  to  pr<eseii,t  peti- 
tipns  to  the  fhrone,  will  \f^  admitted,,  except  yoi^* 
^dship,  the  aldermen,,  common-council,  an^  ciQ^ 
officers.  I  am,  my  Xord,  with  the  ^reate^t  i^espe^ct, 
your  lords^ipV  most  obedient  humble  servanjt, 

Orpsvenpr^et,  "Hmttohd*^ 

July  9,.  1771.  mtaxFOBD. 

This  letter  being  read  (0  ^.e  liyery,  y^hp,  h^  ^ 
ae^ibled  in  Guildh^^  ^  cppjupitte^  of  t^n  (the  nviux-: 
per  allowed  ^)y  an  act  of  ps^rliament  made,  ip  th^ 
reign  of  Charles  II.),,  >vere  appoint;ed  tp  attend  li^ 
lordship  on  the  occasion.  When  t|;ie  tow^-cjerk  hacl 
done  reading  the  fei][ion^trst^ce,^  his  ppajesty  returned 
the  following  aQswer : 

"  I  shall  ever  b6  ready  to  exert  xp;y  prerogative,  ^ 
{^i(  as  I  caa,  constitutionally,  in  repressing  apy  real 
grievanp^^  of  nij,  subjects ;  and  th^!  ci^y  of  jf^ndpa 
will  always  find  me  disposed  to  listen  to  j^ny  of  thei| 
w^U-fpunded  co;nplaints :  it  is,  ^|ie;re(ore,  with  cpn* 
pern  that  I  spe  a  part  of  ^ny  subjec^  still  so  far  mis- 
led ?in4  delijfleq,  ^  to  renew,  iq  su^h  reprehensible 
terras,  a  feq^est,  wi|;h  ^hlph,  I  have  repeatedly  de- 
clai:ed,  I  canngt  p omplyi^' 

On  the  iGth  pf  July,  i^  cpprt  of  ^sch^^ts  was  held, 
^t  Guildhall,  before  the  I^t.  pon.  tbp  tiora  Mayor, 
^y  virtue  of  his  jj^^esty'^  cominissioh,  i.^ued  by  the 
cqurt  of  chanqery,  di|ri^|:|te!d  f:p  his  lordship,  as  the 
Ving'    esc^ieator  in  the  city  of  London,  to  inquire 

VOL.  fi.  J  1  into 
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into  that  kind  of  escheat,  of  an  estate  devolved  to 
the  crown,  pro  defecto  sanguinis^  or  want  of  an  heir. 
The  case  was,  the  late  Major-general  Browne,  who 
died  in  1764,  was  proved  to  be  an  illegitimate  son  of 
one  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Dean,  by  the  Hon,  Mr.  Lumley, 
Mrs.  Dean,  the  generals  mother,  devised  several  real 
estates  to  Mr.  Browne  in  fee :  he  lived  and  died  un- 
married, therefore  could  not  have  any  heir ;  how- 
ever, by  his  will,  properly  attested,  he  gave  several 
of  his  mother's  estates  to  the  Foupdling  Hospital ; 
which  bequest,-  by  the  inprtm^in^  act,  was  void  in 
law.  The  testator,  discovering  this  mistake,  in  si^ 
days  after,  endeavoured  to  cure  it  by  a  codicil ;  and, 
if  the  charitable  legacy  proved  ineffectual,  gave  the 
estate  to  one  Mrs.  Beecroft :  fatally  for  her,  this  co-- 
dicil  was  attested  by  only  a  single  witness,  which, 
by  statute-law,  is  void ;  so  that  the  general  may  be 
said  to  have  died  without  a  will,  and  his  estates,^ 
therefore,  escheated  to  the  crown ;  and  so  they  were 
found,  and  returned  by  the  inquisition. 

The  lord  mayor  made  a  point,  at  first,  as  to  the 
returp  of  the  inquisition,  by  virtue  of  the  king's 
writ,  insisting  on  his  having  an  independent  jurisr 
diction,  by  virtue  of  charters,  and  his  oath ;  but  the 
writ  being  issued  on  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Beecroft, 
praying  to  obtain  the  estate,  or  some  part  of  it,  his 
lordship  waved,  in  this  instance,  his  objection,  but 
insisted,  for  the  future,  that  informations  of  escheats 
should  be  originally  brought  to  -the  lord  mayor,  who 
would  officially  proceed  in  such  enquiries,  without 
any  royal  mandate.  There  had  not  been  a  like  court 
held,  since  the  mayoralty  of  Sir  Wojlaston  Dixie, 
who  was  lord  mayor  of  London,  in  the  year  \59>5. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  the  city  solicitor 
filed  informationsof  disfranchisement,  in  the  mayor's 
court,  against  the  masters  and  wardens  of  the  three 
refractory  companies  of  Goldsmiths,  Grocers,  ancj 

WeayerSi 
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.  Weaveis,  for  refusing  to  obey  the  lord  mayor'is  pre-i 
cept  for  a  common-hall. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen,  Held  on  the  19th  of  Octb^ 
berj  a  committee  was  appointed  to  meet  on  the  sgtfa^ 
in  conformity  to  the  will  of  ^ir  James  Langhorri,  to 
elect  twenty-five  pooir  sailors,  arid  twenty-five  poor 
Soldiers,  who  have  families,  and  receive  no  pensions 
from  government j  to  a  gift  of  four  pounds  each. 

A  requisition  was  presented  to  the  lord  mayor, 
signed  by  one  hundred  and  forty-three  liverymen,  in 
February,  1772,  tg  call  a  common-hall,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  public  instructions  to  the  city  repre- 
sentatived,  relative  to  a  motion  to  be  made  iil  parlia- 
ment, by  Alderman  Sawbridge,  for  shortening  the 
duration  of  parliaments ;  but,  on  consideration,  his 
lordship  declined  doin^  so,  while  the  exercise  of  the 
right  remained  a  question. for  legal  determination. 

In  consequence  of  this  refusal,  a  deputation  of 
common-councilmen  Vaited  on  his  lordship,  to  re* 
quest  he  would  call  a  court  of  common-council ; 
with  which  request  he  complied  \  and  the  court  be- 
ing held  on  the  SOth,  a  motion  was  made,  and  car- 
ried by  a  large  majority,  to  desire  him  to  issue  pre- 
cepts for  calling  a  common-hall  for  the  above  pur- 
pose ;  but  he  declared,  that  he  neither  could,  nor 
would,  comply  with  their  requisition ;  referring  them 
to  the  reasons  he  had  given  for  refusing  the  first  ap- 
plication. 

On  the  nth  of  March,  the  young  gentlemen  of 
St.  Pauls  School  spoke  their  annual  orations  before 
a  numerous  audience,  with  universal  applause.  They 
passed  their  examinations  with  such  honour,  that 
the  worshipful  company  of  Mercers,  as  a  i*eward  for 
their  merit,  and  an  encouragement  to  their  futui'e 
improvement,  enlarged  their  exhibitions,  out  of  the 
increase  of  the  founder's  estate,  from  twenty  to  thirty 
pounds  yearly,  during  the  first  three  years  of  thefir 

college 
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college  r^ideticef;  and,  after  iJEtking  their  liegrces,  to 
,  ior\y  pounds  per  annum.. 

"On  Siihday,  the  92d  of  Mairch,^  Vidient  stbito  of 
haiU  tliUnder,  dhd  Ir^btniiie,  'haj^hed  in  L6nd6n 
audits  neighbburhood,  dUrftig  diviiie  iSiirViee  ihihe 
aftef nbidti.  iTie  congregations,  ih  ^mkriy  ihurtiihes, 
were  strbck  wiih'tKe  utmost  cotisfernation ;  particu- 
larly at  St.  'Jtihn's,  iloi^leydbwn,  wHiife,  the  OiaiU 
slohefs'bf'^aking  4bde  of  the^wi^dotirs,  ^  '  great  ^part 
of  the  people,  ih  the  midst  of  thefeeirhi6n,  precipi- 
titefy  iran  Out,  ^nd  'thie  iretnaiiider^were  throWn  into 
the' utmost  cohftlsioh.  At  Lamtlc^th  *chiiWh,  'ev6ry 
biie  fled  from  the  Windows,  the  charity-^hiWlreni^iere 
frightened' into' a' general  outcify,arid'thesei^ice*ivas^ 
foi;  some  tihie,^toJ)ped. 

Hie  refractoify  city  companies  'having  ifetnoved 

several  informations  of  dl^ncKi^tnent  from  the 

inayor^s  c6urt  to  the  totitt  of  Kirig*s-betodi,  ahd 'the 

ciljr  isolicitor  !iaV5rig  obtairie^d^niles  for^tti^  to  show 

cause  why  the  sev^fal  "^rits  6TteHidrdH^  fbr'rimbv- 

ing  the  same,  should  n6l:  be  quashed/  the?  Witter  Wfe 

aisued  In  that  cOutt,  oh  the  1st  of  Jiine,  When  Lord 

Mansfield  gave '  the  opinion  of  the  fcroiirt '  tKert?on ; 

which  Was,  That  *  the  Vtits  h^d  been  im]f)r6^de'htly 

^ranlted ;  that  caUs^sf  bf '  that  nattire  had '  nb^  ttusffiess 

m*\V^est'mirister-hall;  that  6very  torpbratibh,' rA'/^r'^<?> 

was  the  isiole  judge  of  Itrf  ovln  rights  anti  ftahchitefes; 

and  that  the  corporation  of  London  had  the'right'imid 

*power  of  determiriing  the  present  cau^e  kolely  in 

their  own  hands.  ^  In  consequence 'Of  this,  on  the 

■2^d  of  June,  the  city  soKcitor  dighfed  ju'dgmetit  bf 

disfranchisement  against  ^he  riiasters  and  wardens  *Af 

,  the  'three  companies,  in '  the*  maybr^sr  court ;  titit,  ^'hi 

^  the  afternoon,  the  recorder  set  the  Judgni(^nt  ^side» 

in  order,  as  he  allegeid,^  to   gi^e   the '  pairties  ^jtn 

.opportunity  of  trying  the  riieftb'bf 'Vhe'  eatttee'k 

.large. 

At 
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At  attourt^*coiiiitidtt-c6tliicil,  held  on  the  iSth 
<)f  November,  the  following  motion  ^was  put  and  dtfr^ 
f  ied  m  the  affiraHitive. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  late  lord  mayor,  hjfcving  re- 
Voseti  tb'fenU  a'ccttnmon-hilll  'On  a  most  Important 
^dblic^biriineiss,  at^he  Yequisitten  of  many  respect- 
HftMe  ^eiitlettien  dffhe  Irvety;  having  denied  -a  con- 
^kterWletlMaydf  filitii«oairt,  lo'call  a^court  ctf  com- 
^nittta^otthcil ;  hlekving  refftised  ^to  put  questions  In 
conlttioh-^ball,  6f  -the  'tittaost  consequence  to  thte 
*righfe'bf»the  livery;  arid  having  ordered 'the  sword 
to  be  taken  tip,  both  in  common*hall  and  in  thia 
court,  bttfotfe'the  public  ^busineiss  was  finished,  has 
been  guilty  oiF  'viofeting  the  rights  and  privileges  df 
•  tfeis  city/'  A  divisito'being  deimanded  on  this  ques- 
^tK)n,'Hidre  ^ppieared  to  be— For » it, '6  aldermen  and 
^90  cdWmon^te;  €igain^t  it,  ^5  aldermen  and  45  com- 
moners.   Majority  for  the  vote  of  censtfte,*46. 

IflL^rertfttelaon^Was'alto  parsed,  for  limiting  the  sa- 
%ly  df  <fee  tecbtder  to  the  ancitot  sum  of  one  hun- 
*ftred*ttd  twenty  pounds, 'fdr*  himself  and  deputy,  in 
case  he  should  accept  the  office  of  a  judge,  in  any 
*i6Pi*e  6ttiirts'€lt  WeSfmirister,  or  of  attorney  or^lici- 
*t<)r-g^ncral,*to  the  king  <Sr' queen,  or  shoiild  aceept-a 
^p4teht6f  precedence  fir6tti  the  cfown. 

Sir  ^J*mes  'feyre  havirtg  beeta  appointed  a  bait)n  of 
flie '  Ebtcteequer,  An^  dection  for  recorder  to6k  place 
on  the  17th;  when  Serjeant  Glynn  was  dected  by 
a'teaj6rfty  of  one. 

Inthe  ttiomiiig  of  the '23d  of 'December,  there 
happen<?d  6ne  of  the  greatest  fogs  in  London,  that 
hail  *ef*i'  been  remembered ;  by  which'  great  damage 
was  tttoe.  The  darkness  was^so  great,  that  the  car- 
riage 4>f  the  nobility  arid  gentry  were  attended  by 
^lights,  the  Same  ^  at  midnight.  Many  accidents 
'  occurred  during  the  continuance  of  this  fog,  which 
lasted  throug'h  ^  the  ni^t ; -arid,  m  the  morning,  jse- 

veral 
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veral  people  were  found  dead  in  the  fields  louiid 
the  metropolis^  who,  not  being  able  to  find  their  way^ 
were  supposed  to  have  perished  from  the  inclemency 
oftheweathen 

On  the  1 1th  of  March,  177^9  a  GommonThall  was 
held,  by  virtue  of  the  lord  mayor's  precepts  for  that 
purpose,  to  consider  of  a  farther  apphcation  to  the 
throne,  for  a  redress  of  grievances ;  when  an  address^ 
petition,  and  remonstrance^  was  agreed  to,  which^ 
by  his  majesty's  appointment,  was  presented  on  the 
26th.  After  it  had  been  read  by  the  recorder,  his 
majesty  returned  the  following  answer. 

'^  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  that  my  people 
don't  doubt  of  .my  readiness  to  attend  to  their  com- 
plaints, or  of  my  ardent  desire  tP  promote  their  hap- 
piness ;  which  I  cannot  more  effectually  do,  than  by 
resisting  every  attempt  to  sow  groundless  jealousies 
amons  them. 

^'  your  petition  is  so  void  of  foundation,  and  is^ 
besides,  .conceived  in  such  disrespectful  terms,  that 
I  am  convinced  you  dp  not  seriously  imagine  it  can 
be  complied  with*'' 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  the  16th  of 
June,  the  recorder's  salary  was  augmented  to  one 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  court,  and,  at  the  same  time,  an  additional  salary 
of  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  was  granted  to 
the  common-serjeant.     ^ 

On  the  14th  of  July,  the  cause  between  the  com- 
mon-serjeant, on  behalf  of  the  city  of  London,  and 
Samuel  Plumbe,  Esq.  prime  warden,  or  master,  of 
the  Goldsmith's  company,  was  tried  at  Guildhall. 
The  suit  was  instituted  against  the  defendant,  for 
refusing  to  obey  a  precept,  issued  in  1770*  by  the 
then  lord  mayor,  to  convene  the  lively  of  the  said 
company  to  a  common-hall ;  and,  after  a  lon^  hear-^ 
ing,  it  was  determined  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff. 

And, 
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And^  on  the  7di  of  March,  1774,  the  recorder 
gave  judgment,  at  Guildhall,  in  the  above  cause; 
which  was,  that  it  was  legal,  and  sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  conviction. 

The  excessive  rains  that  fell  in  the  course  of  this 
month,  raii^ed  the  waters  in  many  jivers  (but  princi-  ' 
pally  those  westward  of  London) ,  to  a  greater  height 
than  had  been^  known  in  the  memory  of  man.  The 
levels,  on  the  sides  of  Chelsea  and  Battersea,  were 
entirely  overflowed,  and  considerable  damage  done 
to  the  gardeners'  grounds  and  young  plantations. 
The  force  of  the  current  in  the  river  was  so  strong, 
that  two  west-country  barges  were  carried  out  of  the 
channel,  and  left  in  Battersea-fields,  when  the  flood 
abated.  Many  of  the  western  roads  were  rendered 
impassable ;  and  the  towns  in  general,  adjoining  to 
the  rivers,  received  considerable  injury  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  inundation. 

Among  other  bills  that  had  passed  both  houses  of 
parliament,  in  the  month  of  June,  was  one  that  oc- 
casioned universal  discontent.  It  was  intituled,  '•  An 
Act  for  the  future  Government  of  Quebec,''  The 
principal  clauses  that  gave  offence,  were  two;  by  the 
first  of  which,  the  Roman  clergy  were  to  have  the 
exercise  of  their  religion,  as  established  by  the  1st  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ;  and  might  enjoy,  and  receive,  the 
accustomed  dues  and  rights,  from  persons  professing^ 
the  Romish  religion.  By  the  second  clause,  all  con» 
troversies,  relative  to  property  and  civil  rights,  were 
to  be  determined  by  the  Canada  laws  then  in  being, 
or  such  as  might  be  afterwards  enacted  by  the  go- 
vernor, lieutenant-governor,  and  legislative  council. 
To  prevent-  this  bill  receiving  the  royal  assent,  on 
the  S9d  of  June  (the  day  his  majesty  was  to  go  to  the 
House),  the  lord  mayor,  the  aldermen  Crosby,  Lewes^ 
Plomer,  and  Sawbridge,  the  recorder,  city  officers, 
ftnd  upwards  of  one  hundred  an(J  fifty  of  the  common^ 

.         '  council^ 
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couQci],  went  Iq  prpcci^Qn  from  GuilcUii^ll,  to  St. 
Jaiaes's,  m  ordei;  to  preheat  ^ad^resS;  ^d;  petition 
to  his  iD^esty,  agajni^  stgaing  it.  Th^y  suriv^d  n% 
St.  James's  a  quarter  before  one,  ju&t  aa  bU  msye^ty. 
was  preparing  to  go  to  tbe  House;,  and,  previous  to 
their  adm^ttai^e,  the  t^rd,  ][j^4^Q|rd  4el^vered  to  tb^ 

lord  mayor  the  foUpwiiiig  ps^pev : 

* 

''  As  your  petition  relates,  to  s^  bill,  agr^d  on  by 
the  two  Houses  of  pairliam^nt j.  of  vi^bich  ]m  msurestjy 
cannot  take  public  notice,  until  it  is  p^sented  ^i 
bim  for  his  royai  absent  in  parliatneo^,  1  ain  com- 
manded by  the  king  to  inform  you,  that  you,  ar^  not 
to^  expect  any  answejr/^ 

The  lord  s^yor,  iHUBediately  on  reading  it,  f^(^i^ 
the  remembrance  to  pr^ient  his  dyty  to  the  king, 
and  to  inform  his  majesty,  that  he  W£^t^9.  officiaUy, 
to  present  to  his  majesty  an  Address  from  the  ^ity  of 
London:  on  which,  after  some  little  b^s^ation,  th?y 
were  adnutted,  and  the  same  was,  h^  by  the 
recorder. 

His  majesty  then  went  in  the  usual  state  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  gave  the  roy^l  assent  to  spch 
bills  asw^e  ready;  among  whiqh.was  that  so  re*, 
eently  petitioned  a^inst  by  th^  citizens  of  London. 
•  On  thje  Sd  of  J^bruary,  1775,  cam^  on  to  be,  ^r-: 
gued,  before  the  judges  of  appe^il,  in  S^ijef^nt's-iqi), 
Chanpery-lane,  the  long-depending  cf^use  relative  tp 
the  disfranchisement  of  Alderman  Plumbe,  brought 
by  writ  of  error  before  their  lordi^ipi^;  whm  Mr^ 
Mansfield,  as  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  in  errpr,  en- 
deavoured to  prove  that  hi9  client,  9$  a  citizen  of 
London,  was  not  subject  to  disfranchisement,  for  not 
obeying  the  lord  mayor's  precept,  to  sumtTOn,  fi9 
chief  warden  of  the  Goldsmith's  company,  this  hyery 
of  the  said  company,  to  attend  in  CuiidhalU  to  heair 
8  *     liis 
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his  xnajesty^s  answa-  to  the  humble  acyresB  and  re- 
mofiskmnce  of  the  corporation  of  Ldhdon ;  as  the 
only  legal  business  of  convening  the  livery,  he  said, 
was. for  them  to  ^leet  their  members  of  parliament, 
izu^stvates,  and  other  officers ;  all  other  ccHporate 
busings  of  the  city  coming  under  the  cognizance  of 
the  eommon^council ;  and  he  recited  many  law  re^* 
ports  to  confirm  his  argument.  Mr.  Davenport,  as 
counsel  for  the  defendant  in  error,  observed,  that  it 
was»  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff  to  obey  t!he  lord  mayor's 
precept, ,  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  do  so  by  his 
oath  as  a  freeman  i  that  it  was  impossible  to  know 
the  sense  of  the  citizens,  but  by  such  mfeetmgs;  that 
no  person  w£^  so  proper  to  call  them  together^  as  the 
lord  mayor,  or  chief  magistrate ;  and  he  a»Jbrced>  bis 
aiguments  by  many  pertinent  cases  in  law.  The  jndge, 
lu^wever,.  adjourned  the  further  arguing  of  the  cause 
to  a  future  day. 

The  final  decision  c^  this  important  question  did 
not  take  place  until  the  7th  of  July;  when  Lord 
Chief  Justice  de  Grey,  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smy the, 
Ml*.  Justice  Ai^ton,  and  Mr.  Justice  Ashurst  (the 
commissioners  appointed  to  review  the  proceeding's 
on  this  information,  met,  according  to  their  ad,joum- 
ment,  at  Guildhall,  and  dehvered  their  judgment ; 
•♦rhich  was,  That  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  the  information  was  etroneous  in  many  parti- 
eolars,  which  they  severally  specified ;  and  tfiat  Mr. 
Alderman  Plumbe,  by  neglecting  to  summon  the 
livery  of  the  Golckmiths'  company,  of  which  he  was 
prime  warden,  to  attend  AMerman  Beckford,  when 
lord  mayor,  at  a  common-hall,  had  not  been  guilty  of 
any  c^ilce  against  bis  oath  and  duty  as  a  freeman ; 
consequently,  the  judgment  of  disfi^nchiseiiient,  pro« 
Bounced  against  him,  in  the  mayor's  court,  by  the  re* 
corder,  was  by  them  reversed. 

VOL.  II.  Kk  The 
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The  distracted  state  of  North  America,  at  this 
time,  engaged  the  attention  of  all  ranks  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  obstructions  to  trade,  which  were  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  it,  could  not  fail  to  be 
severely  felt  in  London ;  and  repeated  petitions  and 
remonstrances,  from  the  merchants,  were  presented 
to  .the  parliament  on  this  subject.  On  the  14th  of 
July,  an  address  and  petition,  from  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common-council,  was  presented  to 
his  majesty ;  who  was  pleased  to  return  the  follow- 
ing answer. 

^'  1  am  always  ready  to  listen  to  the  dutiful  peti-* 
tions  of  my  subjects,  and  ever  happy  to  comply  with 
their  reasonable  requests;  but,  whilst  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  this  kingdom  is  openly  resisted  by 
a  part  of  my  American  subjects,  I  owe  it  to  the  rest 
of  my  people,  of  whose  zeal  and  fidelity  I  have  had 
such  constant  proofe,  to  continue  and  enforce  those 
measures,  by  which  alone  their  rights  and  interests 
can  be  asserted  and  maintsuned.^ 

On  the  S3d  of  August,  a  proclamation  was  issued 
for  suppressing  rebellion  and  sedition ;  and,  on  the 
29th,  it  was  read  in  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  and* 
at  Temple-bar,  by  the  heralds,  &c.  as  also  at  the 
Royal-Exchange,  by  one  of  the  lord  mayor^s  officers, 
accompanied  only  by  the  common  crier.  The  lord 
mayor  would  not  permit  the  officers  to  have  horses,, 
or  the  mace  to  be  carried,  as  is  usual  on  such  oc-* 
casions. 

The  election  of  a  chamberlain  was  warmly  con* 
tested,  in  the  beginning  of  1776.  Sir  Stephen  Jans- 
sen,  having  signified  his  intention  of  resigning  that 
office,  a  common-hall  was  held,  on  the  SOth  of  F&p 
bruary,  for  the  choice  of  his  successor;  when  Alder-* 
men  Wilkes  and  Hopkins  were  put  in  nomination  as 
candidates.  The  show  of  hands  appeared  to  be 
?  greatly 
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greatly  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes;  but  a  poll  being  de- 
nnanded  in  fevour  oi  Mr.  Hopkins,  it  began  on  the 
same  day,  and  was  finally  closed  on  the  37th ;  when 
the  num^rs  were,  for  Mr.  Alderman  Hopkins,  2887; 
and,  for  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  2710:  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  former  was  declared  duly  elected. 

At  a  Qourt  of  aldermen,  held  on  the  l^th  of  March, 
Mr.  Hopkins  resigned  his  gown,  as  alderman  of  Broad- 
street  ward;  and  at  a  wardmote,  held  at  Draper's-hall, 
on  the  following  day,  Richard  Clark,  Esq.  the  pre- 
sent chamberlain,  was  unanimously  elected  in  his 
stead* 

This  was  the  twentieth  vacancy  in  the  court  of 
aldermen  within  seven  years,  viz.  from  the  24th  of 
April,  1769;  when  Alderman  Wilkes  was  elected, 
on  the  death  of  Sir  Francis  Glosling.  The  annals  of 
the  metropolis  do  not  afford  a  similar  succession  of 
changes  within  the  same  period. 

A  common*hall  was  held,  as  usual,  on  Midsum- 
mer-day,  when,  after  the  election  for  the  other  city 
officers,  the  sdieriS  informed  the  livery,  that  there 
were  two  candidates  for  the  chamberlainship;  viz. 
Benjamin  Hopkinis,  Esq.  the  present  chamberlain, 
and  John  Wilkes,  Eiq*         ^ 

The  two  candidates  then  respectively  adckflftsed 
the  livery,  after  which  they  were  successive^  put 
up,  when  the  show  of  hands  was  so  apparently  equal, 
that  the  sheriffs  were  unable  to  determine  who  had 
the  majority :  they,  therefore,  put  them  up  a  second 
time;  after  which,  they  declared  the  majority  was  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes:  but  a  poll  was  immediately, 
demanded,  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  which  be- 
gan at  four  o'clock  on  the  same,  day,  and  finally 
closed,  on  the  1st  of  July;  when  the  numbers  ap- 
peared as  follow : 

For  Mr.  Hopkins,  .  2869 

Mr.  Wilkes,  -  1673 

The 
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Tke  report  was  made  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
on  tlie  4th ;  when  the  sheriff,  aldermen,  &c.  came 
on  the  hustings,  and,  the  numibere  bek^  read  to  the 
iivery,  Mr.  {iopldns  was  dedared  duly  elected.  The 
aldermen,  sheriffs,  &c.  then  returned,  in  order  to 
swear  in  Mr:  Hopkins;  when  a  protest  was  entered 
against  it,  grounded  upon  an  act  of  common^oun- 
eil,  which  directs,  that  no  person  shall  eqjdy  the 
office  of  chamberlain  of  this  city,  that  has  not  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years,  or  obtained  his 
freedbm  by  patrimony;  to  neither  of  which  Mr. 
Hopkins  had  any  pretension,  he  having  acquired  his 
freedom  by  purchase.  After  a  long  debate,  he  was 
sworn  in  upon  the  following  condition,  "  that  he 
should  act  officially,  till  a  legal  determination  be  had 
in  a  eourt  of  law.'^ 

In  the  month  of  October,  warrants  were  issued 
from  the  Admiralty-office,  to  all  the  sea-ports  and 
principal  towns  in  England,  to  impress  men  into  the 
service  of  his  majesty's  navy.  In  consequence  of 
this,  application  was  made  to  the  lord  mayor,  in  the 
following  month,  requesting  him  to  back  the  war- 
]»nts  for  impressing  men  m  the  city.  This  request 
was  absolutely  refused ;  but  his  lordship  gave  orders 
to  the  city  marshals,  to  go  with  proper  assistants,  and 
search  the  public  houses  in  the  city,  to  take  into 
custody  all  loose  and  disorderly  men,  and  to  bring 
them  before  him;  when,  if  they  could  not  give  a  sa- 
tisfactory account  of  themselves,  he  would  send  them 
on  board  a  tender,  to  serve  his  majesty.  By  this  ju- 
dicious step,  many  idle  persons  were  obtained,  and 
the  more  industrious  escaped  being  illegally  forced 
from  their  friends  and  iamiiies.  The  same  measures 
were  likewise  pursued  by  the  high  constable  for  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Westminster ;  when  great  numbers 
were  taken,  the  principal  part  of  whom  were  persons 
who  had  not  any  visible  method  of  livelihood. 

CHAP.  XLIV. 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 


Petiiio;t  against  the  American  High^treason  BilL — The 
Election  for  Chamberlain  contested. — Disffutes  with  Go- 
vernmentj  relative  to  Pressing. — Case  of  Millachip.*^^ 
The  old  Sheriffs  sivom  in  again. — Petition  to  the  Com^ 
num^councilyjrom  Mr.  JViike^s  Creditors* — The  Cor- 
poration  refuses  to  raise  Troops. -^Subscriptions  oflndi" 
vidHfLls  for  that  Purpose.-^^Address  against  the  Conti- 
nuance of  the  American  War. — The  City*s  Right  to  Toll 
on  IdndSnff  Goods,  confirmed.'-^'Seizure  of  contraband 
Goods  in  the  Fleet  Prtson.'^Fotes  of  Censure  on  the  Lord 
Mayor.^^Trem^ndous  Hurricane. — Disturbance  on  Ad- 
miral KeppelVs  Acquittal. — Trial  relative  to  the  Toll  on 
Hay,  in  Smithfield-matket.^--^Foundation  of  the  New 
SessumS'hwse,  Clerkenwell.^^The  Recorder's  Salary  re- 
duced.-^Electian  for  Chamberlain.'^ — Petitions  to  Parr 
Uament.'^^  Claim  of  the  (hfster  Meters  tried. — A  Mid- 
dlesex Magistrate  £ned  Jar  impressing  a  Freeman. — - 
The  Right  of  the  City  over  the  Navigation  of  the  Thames 
confirmed.-^Account  of  the  Riots  in  iJBO.^^Proceedings 
in  the  Court  of  Common-council. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1777?  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  of  Commons,  to  enable  his 
majesty  to  secure  and  detain  persons  charged  with, 
or  suspected  of,  the  crime  of  high  treason,  com- 
mitted in  America,  or  on  the  high  seas.  The  powers 
to  be  granted  by  this  bill,  being  considered  inimical 
to  the  genuine  principles  of  the  constitution,  a  peti- 
tion against  it  was  prepared  and  approved  of  in  a 
court  of  common-council,  held  on  the  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary; and,  on  the  same  day,  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  by  the  sheriffs.  The  bill  passed  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  received  the  royal  assent; 
but  such  amendments  wete  made  in  it  as  met  the 
principal  desires  of  the  petitioners. 

The 
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The  election  for  chamberlain  was  again  contested 
this  yean  Mr.  Wilkes,  whose  protest  last  year  had 
not  produced  the  effect  he  wished,  was  again  put  in 
nomination,  on  Midsummer-day,  and,  on  the  majo^ 
rity  of  hands  being  declared  to  be  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Hopkins,  a  poll  was  demanded ;  at  the  close  of  which, 
the  numbers  were,  for  Mr.  Hopkins,  2132;  for  Mr. 
Wilkes,  1228 ;  upon  which  Mr. Hopkins  was  declared 
duly  elected.  This  attempt  was  repeated  on  the  next 
Midsummer-day,  with  still  less  success. 

The  legality  of  pressing  freemen  of  the  city  of 
London,  was  a  fertile  source  of  discord  between  the 
administration  and  the  (citizens.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  year,  the  lord  mayor  claimed  ah  exemp- 
tion for  the  watermen  of  his  barge ;  the  city  claimed 
an  exemption  from  pressing  within  its  jurisdiction; 
but  the  court  of  King's-bench  held,  that  these  claims 
were  not  supported  by  adequate  proof. 

While  this  dispute  cotitihued,  several  naval  offi- 
cers were  taken  into  custody,  charged,  by  men  whom 
they  had  impressed,  but  without  getting  them  out  of 
the  city  jurisdiction,  with  assaults;  the  consequences 
were,  that  the  impressed  men  were  discharged,  and, 
in  some  cases,  the  officers  were  held  to  bail. 

But  the  most  prominent  circumstance  of  this  de- 
scription, that  occurred  at  this  period,  was  in  the  case 
of  one  Millachip.  When  he  was  impressed.  Alder* 
man  Bull  wrote  tp  the  secretary  to  the  Admiralty- 
board,  requesting  his  discharge,  on  the  ground  of  his 
being  a  freeman  and  liveryman  of  London.  The 
answer  returned,  was,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty did  not  apprehend  that  this  exempted  him  from 
being  impressed,  if  otherwise  liable.  In  consequence 
of  this,  a  common-council  was  held,  in  which  a  let- 
ter to  the  Admiralty,  in  the  name  of  the  court,  was 
read  arid  agreed  to;  and  a  resolution  passed,  that,  if 
Millachip's  discharge  was  not  granted,  legal  measures 

should 
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should  be  taken  to  procure  it ;  and  the  city  solicitor 
was  ordered  to  follow  the  directions  of  a  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

This  application  being  equally  ineffectual  with  the 
former,  a  writ  o{  habeas  corpus  was  obtained  from  the 
court  of  King^s-bench,  by  virtue  of  which,  Millachip 
was  brought  from  on  board  the  admiral's  ship,  at 
Portsmouth. 

In  a  few  days  after  this,  as  he  was  going  down  the 
river  in  his  lighter,  he  was  again  taken  by  a  press- 
gang,  and  put  on  board  a  roan  of  war ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  committee  met,  and  came  to 
resolutions  to  apply  for  another  habeas  corpus,  and  to 
bring  actions  against  the  lieutenant  and  regulating 
captain,  for  detaining  him ;  but  the  question  never 
came  to  a  legal  decision. 

Great  difficulty  was  experienced  this  year,  in 
finding  sherifl^ ;  the  gentlemen  chosen  at  five  com- 
mon-'halls,  having  either  paid  the  fine,  or  been  ex- 
cused, a  sixth  was  held,  on  the  9d  of  October,  when 
the  aldermen,  Peckham  and  Clark,  were  elected. 
.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  court  of  common- 
council,  on  the  23d  of  October,  from  the  creditors- 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,  craving  the  payment  of  some  part  of 
his  debts ;  'which,  after  a  very  warm  debate,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table ;  and,  on  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, a  motion  was  made  in  the  same  court,  that 
an  annuity  of  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  be 
paid  by  the  chamberlain,  to  John  Wilkes,  Esq.  alder- 
man, during  the  pleasure  of  the  court ;  which  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  a  great  majority.  A  mo- 
tion was  then  made,  and  seconded,  "  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  court,  that  the  granting  any  annuity 
to  John  Wilkes,  Esq.  alderman  of  the  ^ard  of  Far- 
ringdon-without,  or  the  paying  any  of  that  gentle- 
man^s  debts,  out  of  the  city  cash,  wnether  contracted 
in  hi3  mayoralty  or  not,  would  be  an  improper  appli-r 

c^tiou 
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cation  thereof,  aiid  a  meat  diuEigerous  precedent/^ 
This  question  was  carried  in  the  affinnative,  on  a  di-* 
vision :  1 2  aldermen  and  93  commoners  being  ior  it, 
and  4  aldermen  and  70  commoners  against  it. 

The  disapprobation  manifested  by  the  citizens, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  American  war,  was 
again  called  forth  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1778. 
A  scheme  for  raising  men  by  subscription,  in  coun- 
ties, towns,  and  corporate  bodies,  had  been  set  on 
foot,  and  was  eagerly  embraced  by  some  of  them. 
In  support  of  this  plan,  the  example  of  the  city  of 
London  was  greatly  wished  for,  and,  indeed,  eo»fi-» 
dently  expected ;  but  the  promoters  of  the  measure 
were  equally  astonished  and  disappointed  at  thedeter^ 
mination  of  the  question,  in  the  court  of /common* 
council,  held  on  the  l6th  of  January,  for  the  pur-* 
pose  of  taking  it  into  consideration.  The  original 
intention  was  said  to  be,  that  the  city  of  Londoii 
should  raise  and  maintain  a  body  of  five  thousand 
men,  to  serve  for  three  yeare,  or  during  the  war; 
this,  however,  probably  from  some  previous  doubts, 
was  afterwards  changed  into  a  motion  for  opening  a 
subscription  to  pay  bounties  to  such  able-bodied 
inen  as  should  enter  into  his  majesty^s  sea  or  land 
service ;  which  motion  was  rejected  by  upwards  of 
three  to  one.  Immediately  after  this  decision,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court, 
that,  to  give  any  countenance  to,  or  to  be  in  any 
manner  instrumental  in,  the  farther  continuance  of 
the  present  ruinous  and  destructive  war,  whilst  offers 
of  just  and  honourable  terms  are  withheld  from 
America,  will  reflect  dishonour  on  their  humanity, 
and  in  no-wise  advantage  the  commercial  interests 
of  this  great  city  :*'  which  was  carried  in  the  afiirm-' 
ative. 

But,  though  the  corporation  thus  refused  to  sup^ 
port  the  measures  of  administration,  individuals,  who 

thought 


IsONDON  ^AND  ITS  EKVI^Q^S.  ^257 

thought  differently^  pursued  the  rejected  scheme. 
Accordingly,  a  subscription  was  opened.at  the  Lou- 
don Tayern,.  aud  a  committee  appointed  to  manage 
tiie  business;  andif  ^s  it  took  its  rise  among  moni^ 
men,  and  the  leaders  and  proposers  of  it  were  necei^ 
sarjly/liberal  in  their  subscriptions,  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  pounds  were  soon  raised^ 

At  a  court  of  copimpn-counciU  hejd  on  the  3d  of 
March,  an  address  and  petition  to  his  meyesty,  against 
the  further  pros^ecution  of  the  American  war,  was 
agreed  to,  and  presented. on  the  13th.  3ut  his  ma<- 
jesky's  answer  was  nptin  unison  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petition,  r 

A  cause  was  tried  at  Guildhall,  on  the  3d  of  Au- 
gust, respecting  the  right  of  the  city  to  demand  toll 
from  the  market  gardeners,  for  landing  their  goods  at 
Blackfriar's-stairs ;  which  was  determined  in  favour 
of  the  gardeners. 

.  Some  smugglers  had  been  long  in  the  practice  of 
concealing  their  goods  in  the  Fleet-prison ;  informa-^ 
tion  of  which  being  given  to  the  officers  of  the  cus-* 
toms,  a  search  was  made  there,  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  9th,  and  contraband  goods,  to  the  value  of 
fifteen  hundred  pounds,  were  seized.  To  guard  against 
opposition  from  the  prisoners,  application  was  made 
to  the  chief  justice  of  the  Common-pleas,  to  permit, 
a  party  of  soldiers  to  enter  with  their  arms ;  which 
^as  readily  granted. 

.  A  common-hall  was  heid>  on  Michaelmas-day^  for 
the  election  of  a  lord  mayor  for  the  year  ensuing* 
After  the  business  of  the  day  was  concluded^  one  of 
the  livery  made  a  motion  for  an  address  of  thanks  to 
the  four  city  representatives^  for  their  conduct  in  par^ 
liament;  but  the  lord  mayor  refused  to  put  the 
question;  and,  after  a  long  altercation  upon  the 
sul^ject,  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  was  voted  into  the  chair, 
when  it  was  again  proposed,  and  carried  unani-  . 
vojL.  II.  L 1  mously; 
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tnoudly ;  as  was  also  a  vote  of  censure  agaiiist  the 
lord  mayor. 

This  business  was  again  discussed,  in  the  first 
'Court  of  common-council,  held  in  the  new  mayor- 
"*lty,  on  the  1 9th  of  November.  A  motion  was  made 
in  the  usual  form,  to  give  the  thanks  of  the  court  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Esdaiie,  for  his  conduct 
during  his  continuance  in  that  office ;  but,  after  warm 
debates,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  a  motion  for 
censuring  him  wais  carried  by  nearly  two  to  one : 
the  court  of  aldermen,  however,  were  of  a  different 
opinion  from  the  livery,  and,  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, voted  their  thanks  to  him,  for  his  careful,  pru* 
dent,  tind  impartial  discharge  of  that  high  office. 

The  year  1779  was  ushered  in  with  one  of  the 
most  destructive  hurricanes  that  ever  affected  the 
metropolis.  Almost  every  public  .or  private  build- 
ing, in  or  near  town,  sustained  some  damage  from 
it ;  while  most  of*  the  ships  in  the  river  were  driven 
from  their  moorings,  and  ran  foul  of  each  other;, 
some  were  driven  on  shore,  and  filled  with  waterj 
and  great  damage'  was  done  among  the  small  craft. 
Several  houses  were  entirely  blown  down,  a  very 
great  number  were  stripped  of  their  roofs,  and  the 
stacks  of  chimnies  destroyed  were  almost  innumersb- 
ble :  among  others,  one  belonging  to  Buckingham- 
house,  broke  through  the  roof,  into  the  apartments 
of  three  of  the  young  princes,  who  were  in  bed,  but 
providentially  received  no  hurt.  But  all  were  not  so 
fortunate ;  many  lives  were  lostj  and  a  vast  number 
of  persons  terribly  maimed,  by  the  fall  of  buildings, 
in  different  parts  of  the  town ;  and  the  accounts  from 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  were  equally  melan- 
choly. 

In  consequence  of  the  acquittal  of  Admiral  Kep- 
pel,  who  had  been  tried  by  a  court-martial,  at  Ports- 
mouth, upon  a  charge  of  misconduct  in  an  engage^ 

ment 
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ment  with  the  French  fleet,  the  populace  were  $o 
elated,  that  a  scene  of  great  confusion  and  mischief 
ensued.  A  mob  assembled,  who,  not  satisfied  with 
enforcing  a  general  illumination,  attacked  the  houses 
of  many  who  were  obnoxious  to  them,  demolished 
the  windows,  and  destroyed  the  furniture. 

At  a  court  of  common-  council,  held  on  the  1 2th 
jof  February,  the  day  following  this  disturbance,  the 
thanks  of  the  court  were  voted  to  the  admiral,  as 
was  the  freedom  of  the  city:  the  latter  was  presented  ^ 
to  him,  on.  the  22d,  in  a  bos;  made  of  h^art  of  oak, 
richly  ornamented  with  gold. 

A  cause  was  tried  in  the  court  of  KingVhench, 
on  the  5th  of  August,  respecting  the  right  of  a  claim, 
set  up  by  the  city  of  London,  to  a  duty  of  six  p^nc^ 
per  load,  on  hay  sold  in  Smithfield,  not  the  pr(^rty 
of  freemen  of  London*  This  was  disputed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Findhley,  who  pleaded  an  ekemptioigi 
in  favour  of  the  Bishop  of  London  and  his  tenant^, 
granted  by  King  John ;  but,^  as  it  did  not  appear  tha^ 
the  manor  of  Finchley  belonged  to  the  bishop,  at  the 
time  of  the  grant,  a  verdict  was  given  for  the  city  ctf 
London. 

The  foundation-stone  of  the  new  court-house,  ou 
Clerkenwell-green,  was  laid  on  the  20th  of  August, 
by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  acconi^ 
panied  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  chaim^Q,  and  ai  con$ir 
derable  number  of  the  magistrates  of  th^  county  of 
Middlesex. 

A  vacancy  having  occurred  for  the  office  of  re- 
corder, by  the  death  of  Serjeant  Glynn,  amotion  wag 
.made,  in  the  court  of  common-council,  on  the  6th 
of  October,  that  the  salary  of  the  person,  chosen  m 
the  room  of  John  Glynn,  Esq.  deceiasod  (fvrhich  had 
been  raised  to  one  thousand  pounds,  per  annum,  on 
his  election),  should  be  reduced  to  six  hundred 
pounds  per  annum ;  which  wasr  unanimously  agreed 

to;. 


S60  HISTORY   AND   SURtEY  OP 

to;  and,  on  the  19th,  the  court  of  aldermen  elected 
Serjeant  Adair  to  the  office,  by  a  majority  of  one. 

A  common-hall  was  held,  at  Guildhall,  on  the  S9d 
of  November,  for  the  election  of  a  chamberlain,  in 
the  room  of  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Esq.  The  candi- 
dates were,  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  and  Mr*  James ; 
and  the'  show  of  hands  being  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
former,  a  poll  was  demanded,  at  the  close  of  which, 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  elected  by  a  very  great  majority. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1780,  the  expenditure 
of  the  pubUc  money  became  a  frequent  subject  of 
animadversion,  and  the  discontent  of  the  people  was 
very  strongly  manifested  by  a  continual  succession 
of  petitions,  which  pointed  not  only  at  a  reformation 
in  the  executive  departments  of  the  state,  Ifut  also 
at  a  reform  in  parliament.  On  the  2d  of  February,, 
a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Westminster  was  held, 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  petition  to  parliament, 
to  controul  the  shameful  waste  of  public  money,  &c* 
which  being  produced  and  agreed  to,  a  committee 
of  near  one  hundred  noblemen  and  gentlemen  was 
appointed  to  correspond  with  the  other  commit* 
tees  throughout  the  nation.  Similar  measures  were 
followed  in  the  court  df  common-council,  on  the 
10th:  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  was  agreed 
to,  and  a  committee  of  correspondence,  consisting 
of  eight  aldermen  and  sixteen  commoners  was  ap- 
pointed. Many  of  the  petitions,  presented  at  this 
tinie,  aimed  at  visionary  and  impracticable  altera- 
tions in  the  government ;  but  one  very  essential  be- 
nefit to  the  state,  was  the  consequence  of  this 
demonstration  of  the  public  opinion :  Mr.  Burke^s 
celebrated  plan  of  public  economy  was  carried 
through  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  received 
the  royal  assent. 

A  cause  was'  tried,  on  the  2d  of  March,  between 
the  oyster-meters  of  London,  aod  the  proprietors  of 
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the  oyster-beds  in  the  county  of  Essex,  respecting  the 
claim  of  the  former  tott  specific  sum,  for  »vork,  which 
they  had  an  exclusive  right  of  performing,  by  cus- 
tom and  immemorial  usage:  the  latter  contended, 
that  this  right  was  abolished,  by  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment for  making  Billingsgate  a  firee  market.  The 
jury,  however,  after  hearing  the  arguments  on  both* 
side^,  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs,  which  esta- 
bUshed  their  right. 

.  Mr.  Justice  Wilmot,  prosecuted  to  conviction, 
for  imprisoning  a  fellowship-porter,  under  an  act  of 
parliament  for  impressing  men  into  his  majeaty^s  ser- 
vice-, appeared  in  the  court  of  KingVbench,  on  the 
§6th  of  April,  to  receive  sentence,  and  was  fined  one 
hundred  pounds ;  which  being  paid  into  courti,  hQ 
was  discharged. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  a  very  interesting  question,  re- 
^rved  at  the  Surrey  assizes,  was  argued  in  the  court 
of  King's-bench.  The  inhabitants  of  Richmond,  con- 
ceiving themselves  entitled  to  the  soil  of  the  riv^r, 
as  far,  at  least,  as  low-water-mark,  had  employed  a 
number  of  persons  to  obstruct  the  making  a  towing- 
path,  ordered  by  the  common-council  of  London ;  when 
the  court  being  clearly  of  ojSinion,  that  the  city  was 
authorized  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river,  by 
all  ways  and  means  in  their  discretion,  a  verdict  was 
given  for  the  plaintiffs;  but,  as  the  corporation  meant 
merely  to  establish  their  right,  and  not  to  insist  upon 
severe  punishment,  a  nominal  fine  of  six  shillinga 
and  eight  perice  was  inflicted* 

The  month  of  June  began  with  a  most  tremend- 
ous insurrection,  that  threatened  the  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster.  The 
dreadful  scenes  of  riot  an^  confusion  commenced  oa 
the  2d.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  in  consequeiice 
of  an  adve|;tisement  from  the  Protestant  Association, 
a  vast  Rumb^^r  Qf  people  assembled  in  St.  George's^ 

fields, 
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fields,  to  proceed  to  Westminster,  in  a  body,  with  a 
petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  law  passed  in  the  last  session,  for  the  relief  of  the 
Roman  Catholics.  About  eleven  o'clock,  they  were 
•  joined  by  their  president,  Lord  George  Gordon,  who, 
having  made  a  short  speech  to  them,  recommending 
a  peaceable  deportment,  formed  them  ,  into  four  di* 
visions ;  in  which  order  they  jpaarched  over  London- 
bridge,  through  Cornhill,Fleet-street,  and  the  Strand^ 
following  their  respective  banners,  on  which  was  ex- 
pressed the  name  of  the  division,  with  the  words, 
"  No  Popery  !*^  At  Charing-cross,  they  were  joined 
by  fresh  numbers  of  their  own  body,  who  proceeded 
with^them  to  the  House  of  Commons.  On  their 
arrival  at  New  Pals^ce-yard,  they  found  their  presi-^ 
dent  and  the  committee,  who  had  taken  the  route 
of  Westminster-bridge,  waiting  to  receive  them.  By 
this  time  their  numbers  were  increased  so  much, 
that  the  two  Palace-yards,  Westminster-hall,  and  all 
the  avenues  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  were  en- 
tirely filled  with  them.  Iti  this  situation  they  waited 
the  arrival  of  the  members,  liiany  of  whom  were 
grossly  insulted  by  them.  The  Archbishop  of  York 
was  the  first  attacked;  the  Bishop  of  Litchfield  had 
his  gown  torn ;  the  wheels  were  taken  oflF  the  Bishop 
of  Lincoln's  carriage,  and  his  lordship  narrowly 
escaped  with  life ;  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council, 
Lord  Bathurst,  was  treated  very  roughly;  the  win- 
dows and  pannels  of  Lord  Mansfield's  coach  were 
broken  to  pieces;  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's 
pocket  was  picked  of  his  watch;  the  Lords  Towns- 
nend  and  Hillsborough  came  together,  and  were 
greatly  insulted;  Lord  Stormont's  coach  Was  broken 
to  pieces,  and  himself  in  the  hands  of  the  mob  for 
tiear  half  an  hour ;  Lords  Ashburnham  and  Boston 
were  treated  with  the  utmost  indignity,  particularly 
the  latter,  who  wds  so  long  in  their  power,  that  it 

was 
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Was  proposed  to  the  House  to  go  in  a  body,  and  en- 
deavour^  by  their  presence,  to  extricate  him ;  but,  in 
the  iaterim,  his  lordship  escaped  without  any  mate- 
rial hurt*  Many  others  of  the  peers  were  personally 
illtreated ;  and  Wellbore  Ellis,  Esq.  was  obliged  to 
take  refuge  in  the  Guildhall  of  Westminstei-,  whithef 
he  wa$^ pursued,  the  windows  broken,  the  doors 
forded;  and  Justice  Addington,  with  all  the  consta- 
bles^ expelled.  Mr.  Ellis  escaped  with  the  greatest 
hazard.  .      . 

Duritig  these  unwarrantable  proceedings,  Lord 
George  Gordon  came  several  times  to  the  top  of 
the  gallery  stairs,  and  harangued  the  inob,  inform- 
ing them  of  the  bad  success  their  petition  was  likely 
to  meet  \yith,  and  pointing  out  the  members  who 
opposed  it.  It  was  considered  as  a  mark  of  pusilla- 
nimity in  the  House  of  Commons,  that,  upon  the  ar* 
rival  of  the  guards,  at  night,  they  did  not  commit 
one  of  their  own  body,  who  had  so  shamefully  vio* 
lated  their  privileges,  and  brought  them  into  such 
unequalled  disgrace  and  danger,  to  the  Tower:  but 
it  is  doubtful  whether  such  an  attempt,  on  that  day, 
would  not  have  increased  the  fanatic  fury  of  the  po- 
pulace to  a  height,  jvhich  might  have  overpowered 
every  endeavour  to  restrain  it. 

Before  the  rising  of  the  House  of  Commons,  seve- 
ral parties  of  the,  rioters  had  filed  off,  and^proceeded 
to  the  demolition  of  the  chapels  belonging  to  the 
,  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  ministers. 

The  guards  had  been  ordered  outj  to  protect  thjft 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  were  now  sent  for,  to 
•  check  the  destructive  rage  of  the  mob,  but  did  not 
arrive  until  every  thing  moveable  was  taken  into  the 
utreet,  and  burnt :  however,  thirteen  o^  the  rioters 
were  apprehended  at  the  Sardinian  chapel. 

On  the  followhig  day  (Saturday),  the  riots  had 
apparently  subsided,  no  material  depredations  having 

been 
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beeti  committed ;  but  on  Sunday,  in  the  afternootl^ 
the  rioters  assembled  again,  in  large  bodi^s^and.  atr 
tacked  the  chapels  and  dwelling-houses  o£  tiie  pa*, 
tholics,  in  and  about  Moorfields.  They.jistripped 
their  houses  of  furniture,  and  their  chapels^  UQt;  only 
of  the  ornaments  and  insignia  of  religion,  but  they 
also  tore  up  the  altars,  pulpits,  pews,  and .  b^n/^hes^ 
and  made  tires  of  them,  leaving  nothing  butrthebt^re 
walls.  About  nine  o'clock,  a  pjurty  of  the  -gua^fe 
arrived,  on  which  the  populace  dispersed,  but  n^t 
without  some  accidents,  occasioned  by  thegreatness 
of  the  crowd.  The  lord  mayor,  with  the  fildei'men 
Clarke  and  Peckham,  and  Sheriff  Pugh,  had  before 
endeavoured  to  stop  the  riot,  but  to  no  purpose* 

On  Monday  the  rioters  collected  again,  in  Rope- 
makerValley,  Moorfields,  where  they  demolished  the 
school-house  and  three  other  houses.  A  second  party 
went  to  Wapping,  where  they  destroyed  the  catholic 
chapels,  in  Virginia-lane,  and  Nightingale-lane,  and 
committed  many  outrages ;  and  a  third  party  did  the 
same  in  the  Borough.  Mr.  Rainsforth,  tallow-chand- 
ler, of  Stanhope-street,  Clare-market,  and  Mr.  Ma- 
berley,  of  Little  Queen-street,  Lincoln's-inn-fi[elds, 
who  had  appeared  as  evidences  against  some  of  the 
rioters,  on  their  examinations  before  the  magistrates, 
had  each  of  them  their  houses  stripped,  and  the  con- 
tents committed  to  the  flames.  Sir  George  Saville's 
house,  in  Leicester-fields,  underwent  the  same  fate, 
because  he  had  prepared  and  brought  the  bill  into 
jjarliament  for  the  relief  of  the  catholics. 

All  the  military  in  town  were  ordered  on  4uty,  on 
Tuesday ;  but, notwithstanding  every  precaution,  Lord 
Sandwich  was  wounded,  in  attempting  to  go  down  to 
the  House  of  Peers;  his  carriage  was  demolished,  and 
he  was  rescued,  with  difficulty,  by  the  militar/. 
About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  one  party  went  to 
the  house  of  Justice  Hyde,  in  St.  Martin's-street, 

Leicester- 
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lieicester-fields,  which  they  destroyed :  another 
party  paraded  through  Long-acre  and  Hdborn,  to 
Newgate,  declaring,  as  they  went  along,  that  they 
would  release  the  confined  rioters.  When  they 
arrived  at  the  pr^son,  they  demanded  their  comrades 
of  Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper,  but  he  persisted  in  his 
dutyyi'^nd  refused;  on  which  the  mob  broke  the 
windows;  some  battered  the  doors  and  entrances 
into  the  cells,  with,  pick-axes  and  sledge  hammers; 
others  climbed  the  walls  w  ith  laddi^^,  while  several 
collected  fire-brands,  and  whatever  combustibles 
they  could  find,  and  flung  into  his  dwelling-house. 
The  flames  spread  from  Mr.  Akerman^s  house  to  the 
chapel,  and  thence  through  the  whole  prison;  in 
consequence  of  which,  all  the  prisoners,  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred,  among  whom  were  four 
ordered  for  execution  on  the  following  Thursday, 
were  released. 

, .  Even  this  was  but  a  moiety  of  the  mischief  of*  this 
terrible  night.  Not  satiated  with  the  destruction  of 
this  great  building,  a  party  was  sent  among  the 
catholics,.in Devonshire-Street, Red-lion-square;  ano- 
ther to  the  house  of  Justice  Cox,  in  Gr^at  Queen- 
street,  which  was  soon  destroyed;  a  third  broke  open 
the  doors  of  the  NewFrison,Clerkenwell,  and  turned 
out  all  the  confined;  a  fourth  destroyed  the  furniture 
and  effects,  writings,  &c,  of  Sir  John  Fielding;  and 
a  fifth  desperate  and.infernal  gang. went  to  the  ele- 
gant house  of  Lord  Mansfield,  in  Bloomsbury -square, 
which  they,  with  the  most  unrelenting  fury,  set  fir(6 
to,  and  consumed.  The  loss  here  was  immense,  both 
to  Lord  Mansfield,  as  an  individual,  and  to  the  pub- 
lic. A  most  valuable  collection  of  pictures;  some  of 
the  scarcest  manuseppts  said  to  be  in  the  possession 
of  any  pjivate  person  in  the  world,  with  all  his  lord- 
ship's notes  on  great  law  cases,  and  the  constitution 
of  England,  were  sacrificed  by  madmen  and  villains; 
VOL.,  ij.  M  m  and 
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and  Lord  and  Lady  Mansfield  were  with  diflScultt 
preserved  from  their  rage,  by  making  their  escape 
through  a  back  door,  a  few  minutes  before  these 
miscreants  broke  in  and  took  pkDSses^on  of  the 
house.  The  mihtary  was  sent  for,  but  ariived  too 
late ;  they  were  obhged,  howevei?,  to  flre  in  theit 
own  defence,  and  six  men  and  a  \^oman  werevkilled^ 
and  several  wounded.  Not  contented  with  tne  ha* 
vock  and  destruction  thev  had  been  guilty  of  in 
Bloomsbury,  they  went  from  thence  to  his  lordship^a 
country  seat,  at  Ken-wood,  which  ivould  certainly 
have  shared  the  same  fate,  had  they  not  beeil 
repelled  by  a  party  of  horse,  which  had  been  sent 
thither  for  the  preservation  of  this  delightful  ptace. 
The  inhabitants  were  obliged,  this  night,  to  illumi- 
iiate  their  windows. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  adequate  description 
of  the  events  of  Wednesday.  Notice  was  sent  round 
to  the  public  prisons  of  the  King's-bench,  Fleet,  &c, 
by  the  mob,  at  what  time  they  would  come  and  burrt 
them  down.  The  same  kind  of  infernal  huraanitrj^ 
was  exercised  towards  Mr.  Langdale,  a  distilleT^  in 
Holborn,  and  several  other  Romish  individuals* 
Thtee  boys  went  through  the  streets,  &nd  in  partis 
cular,  down  Holborn,  in  the  middle  of  thfe  day,  with 
iron  bars,  got  from  the  railing  before  Lord  Mansfield^ 
house,  extorting  money  at  every  shop,  huzzaing,  and 
shouting,  *'  No  Popery  V^  and,  though  numbers  were 
passing  and  fe-passirtg,  the  inhabitants  durst  not  re-i 
fuse  them  moneyj  nor  attempt  tb  secure  them.  Bmall 
parties,  of  the  like  daring  nature,  were  formed  ill 
other  parte,  and  the  whole  city  was  laid  under  con- 
tribution. One  man,  in  particular,  was  mounted  oil 
horseback,  and  refused  to  take  any  thing  but  gold* 
Two  men,  in  the  brdad  day,  not  contented  With  the 
forrher  mischief,  got  into  Mr.  Maberly's  bouse,  in 
Queen-street^  and  staid  for  upWatxi^  of  att  hour, 

knocking 
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ktiockipg  down  the  wainscoting,  and  ev:ery  bit  of 
\vood-work  they  could,  with  safety  to  themseLves  ; 
and,  though  a  great  many  peaceable  well-dressed 
{)eQpile  looked  on,  no  one  molested  them.  In  the 
iafteraoon,  all  the  shofis  were  shut,  and  bits  .of  blue 
mlk,  by  way  of  flags,  hung  out,  at  most  houses,  with 
ihe  words,  "  No  Popery,'^  chalked  on  the  doors  and 
window-shutters,  by  wa.y  of  deprecating  the  fury  of 
%he  insurgents,  from  which  no  person  Ubought  him.- 
mli  i^cure. 

As  soon  as  the  day  was  drawing  towards  a  close, 
jwe  of  the  most  awful  and  dreadful  spectacles  this 
Vx)untry  ever  beheld  was  exhibited.  The  mob  had 
not  only  declared  their  resolution  of  firing  the  pri- 
4B0ns,  and  some  private  houses,  but  had  avowed  their 
intention  to  destroy  the  Bank,  Gray's-inn,  the  Ten^- 
pie,  Lincoln^s-inn,  the  grand  arsenal  at  Woolwich, 
-and  .the  royal  palaces.  x\n  universal  stupor  had  seized 
the  minds  c^men;  they  looked  at  one  another,  and 
Waited,  with  a  resigned  consternation,  for  the  events 
iWhidi  WBce  to  follow.  Government,  indeed,  had 
exerted  itself  to  the  utmost,  as  far  as  their  power, 
under  the  direction  c^  the  civil  magistrates,  would 
extend.  Now,  however,  it  was  become  necessary 
to  make  use  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  give  dis- 
.cretionary  power  to  the  military.  Nothing  could 
convey  ^  more  awful  idea  of  the  mischief  which 
was  dreaded,  than  the  strong  guard  which  was 
placed  in  the  Royal  Exchange,  for  the  protec- 
4;ion  of  the  Bank ;  as  nothing,  perhaps,  could  have 
.equalled  the  national  desolation,  had  the  diabolical 
purposes  of  the  insurgents,  upon  this  place,  sue-, 
iceeded.  Besides  this,  soldiers  were  distributed  at 
Guildhall,  in  the  inns  of  court,  in  almost  every  place 
tenable  as  a  fortification,  and  in  some  private  houses; 
and  the  canncm  was  disposed  to  the  best  advantage 
in  the  park. 

With 
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With  minds  thus  pre-disposed  to  terror,  by  sd 
many  objects  of  devastation,  and  in  a  city,  which, 
but  a  few  days  before,  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  tran- 
quillity, let  those,  who  were  not  spectators,  judge  . 
'  what  the  inhabitants  felt,  when  they  beheld,  at  the 
same  instant,  the  flames  ascending,  and  rolling  in 
vast  and  voluminous  clouds,  from  the  King's-bench 
and  Fleet-prisons,  from  New  Bridewell,  from  the 
toll-gates,  on  Blackfriar's-bridge,  from  houses  in  every 
quarter  of  the  town,  and,  particularly,  from  the  bot- 
tom and  middle  of  Holborn,  where  the  conflagration 
was  horrible  beyond  description.  The  houses  that 
were  first  set  on  fire,  at  this  last-mentioned  place, 
both  belonged  to  Mr.  Langdale,  an  eminent  distiller, 
and  contained  immense  quaittities  of  spirituous  li- 
quors. It  is  easy  to  conceive  what  fury  these  would 
add  to  the  flames ;  but  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  distress  of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  or,  in- 
deed, of  the  inhabitants  in  every  part  of  the  city,  is 
not  so  easy.  Men,  women,  and  children,  were  run- 
ning up  and  down  with  beds,  glasses,  bundles,  or 
whatever  they  wished  most  to  preserve.  In  streets, 
where  there  were  no  fires,  numbers  were  removing 
their  goods  and  effects,at  midnight.  The  tremendous 
roar  of  the  insatiate  and  innumerable  fiends,  who^ 
were  the  authors  of  these  horrible  scenes,  was  heard 
at  one  instant,  and,  at  the  next,  the  dreadful  reports 
of  soldiers^  muskets,  firing  in  platoons,  and  at  various 
places:  in  short,  every  thing  that  could  impress  the 
mind  with  ideas  of  universal  anarchy,  and  approach- 
ing desolation,  seemed  to  be  accumulating.  Sleep 
and  rest  were  things  not  thought  of;  the  streets  were  ^ 
swarming  with  people,  and  uproar,  confusion,  and 
terror,  reigned  in  every  part. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  collect,  in  one  point  of 
view,  the  havock  of  this  night;  had  half  the  mischief 
the  mob  had  threatened  been  effected,  nothing  less 

than 
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that!  national  bankruptcy  and  destruction  could 
have-  ensued :  that  they  were  prevented  at  those 
places,  on  the  safety  of  which  the  very  existence  of 
the  empire  might  be  said  to  depend,  was  owing,  not 
to  their  want  of  will  but  power,  and  to  the  exertion 
of  government.  They  made  two  attempts  upon  the 
Bank,  but  were  so  much  intimidated  by  the  strength 
with  which  they  beheld  it  guarded,  that  their  at- 
tacks were  but  feebly  conducted.  They  were  led 
on,  to  the  first,  by  a  brewer's  servant,  on  horseback, 
who  had  decorated  his  horse  with  the  chains  of 
Newgate,  but  were  repulsed  at  the  first  fire  from  the 
miUtary;  and  their  second  succeeded  no  better. 
They  made  an  effort  to  break  into  the  Pay-oj[fice, 
likewise,  and  met  the  same  fate.  Several  of  them 
fell  in  these  skirmishes,'  and  many  more  were 
wounded;  as  the  importance  of  these  places  made 
it  necessary  to  show  but  little  lenity. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  nimiber  of  un- 
happy wretches,  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  course  of 
this  dreadful  night.  The  attacks  of  the  military 
were  not  so  fatal  to  them  as  their  own  inordinate  ap- 
petites. Numbers  died  with  inebriation,  especialty 
at  the  distilleries  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Langdale,' 
from  whose  vessels  the  liquor  ran  down  the  middle 
of  the  street,  was  taken  up  by  pailfulls^  and  held  to 
the  mouths  of  the  besotted  multitude,  many  of  whom 
killed  themselves  with  drinking  non-rectified  spirits, 
and  were  burnt,  or  buried  in  the  ruins.  Eight  or 
nine  of  these  miserable  wretches  were  found, 
and  dragged  out.  The  same  scenes  of  beastly 
drunkenness  happened  in  many  other  places:  at 
Mr.  Cox's ;  at  Lord  Mansfield's,  where  an  ill-look- 
ing fellow,  about  nineteen,that  was  wounded,  and  had 
his  hair  clotted  with  blood,  was  too  drunk,  at  one 
o'clock  the  next  day,  to  be  made  sensible ;  at  New- 
gate, likewise,  many  of  them  had  made  so  fi'ee  with 

1  the 
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Ib^  Jiqiior,  that  they  csould  not  get  ;av/siy,  qitfl  wef le 
liMl^ilit  in  tbe  ^te*  Iji^jtbe  stueetej  pi^^  were  lyipg 
I^K>il  i^ttikp  aQd  stolis^  j»o<)l  9t  ti^e  40Qi9  p(  eiapty 
hiWiseai,  41*^^  .to  %  state  of  ipsefljg;iJbiJiity,  an4  to  » 
|[;ontewpt  of  imager:  boy^s  mi  WQVCien  wer?  in  th« 
KWie  cpn^i^on,  and  many  .of  tb/e  latt^  iwiitb  Uugiats 
in  th^i:  JMETOs* 

rOn  <be  follawi«g  dpy,  the  met^opolig  pr)Q9ented 
tky^  linage  x^a  city  lecently  «torm«d  wd  sacked:  9H 
))iieines8  ait  an  end,  houses  and  shop^  $hut  yp:  )^e 
BoyalrEacchange,  pubUe  buildings,  and  ^streets,  qp^oa- 
6€)ssad  and  occupied  J>y  tcoops ;  amoking  ^nd  hurn^ 
ing  ruina^  vvitth  a  dioeadful  vjoi4  jand  sileooice,  where^ 
^  lately,  all  had  been  hurry,  noiae,  and  business. 

Ilie  armngemeni:  of  the  military,  on  this  day,  pror* 
Aiced  so  gopd  an  e£feet,  4;hat  there  was  no  riot  or 
disbjjrhaace  in  any  part  of  tUm  town  during  the 
night,  and  the  next  day  (Friday),  peace  and  trabr 
4uiUity  were  restored :  the  only  uneasiness  feit,  was, 
idial  the  iu/etropolis  was  under  martial  law.  To  c^loi 
the  minds  of  the  iiihafaiitan:ts  on  .this  subjeot,  a  hand- 
b\U  was  circulated  in  every  quarter  erf*  the  town,  to 
Wform  the  public,  that  the  prisonen^s  would  not  be 
punished  by  n>actial  lalv,  but  by  the  ordinary  trir 

A  council  was  held  On  Friday  morning ;  in  conse*- 
Djnence  of  which, «  warrant  was  issued  by  the  secrer 
jtery  df  state,  for  apprehending  Lord  George  Gordon. 
He  was  brought  to  the  wan^office  in  the  evening, 
where  he  underwient  a  long  examination  before  se- 
yeml  of  the  lords  of  the  privy-council,  and,  at  half- 
past  nine  o^cIock,  was  committed  close  prisoner  to 
the  Tower.  .The  guards  that  attended  him,  were  by 
far  the  most  numerous  that  ever  escorted  a  state 
furisoner^  A  laige  party  .of  infantry  was  in  the  front. 
JHis  Icisdsihip  followed  in  a  co^ch,  in  which  were  two 
s>fiicers :  behind  the  coach  was  General  Carpenter's 

regiment 
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regiment  of  dragdons ;  after  which  csane  a  coldnelV 
guard  of  the  foot  guards;  and  besides  these,  a  party 
df  militia  inarched  on  each  side  of  the  coach. 

Though  the  ill-judged  assembling  of  the  Protestant 
Association,  by  coHecting  an  immense  concourse  of 
idle,  dissolute  people,  may  be  eonsidered  as  the  ori*. 
gin  of  this  dreadful  insurriectiort^  it  would  b^  unjust 
tti  charge  the  great  body  of  them  with  the  intentioft 
of  carrying  their  point  by  such  means.  On  the  con- 
trary, ^  feoon  as  they  found  the  evil  consequences  of 
their  meeting,  and  the  use  made  of  their  name^  a 
eirculat  letter  was  sent  to  every  ilienlber,  earnestly 
fequesting  him  not  to  Wear  the  blue  cockade^  which 
had  been  assumed  by  the  mob,  and,  by  every  means 
in  his  power,  to  prevent  tumults,  which  must 
inevitably  impede  the  accomplishment  of  tbeit 
wishes. 

It  is  impossible,  perhaps,  to  tfac^  the  cause  of  this 
tumult,  whieh  certainly  was  very  different  ftom  it 
religious  one,  to  it^  true  soured.  There  is  too  much 
feasor!  to  beBeve,  thtit  It  Wa«  the  consequence  of  a 
deep-laid  plot,  among  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain^ 
ittld  that  the  opportunity  of  this  meeting  was  consi'^ 
dered  so  favourable  to  its  completion,  that  it  was 
feeized  before  the  arrangements,  necessary  to  give  it 
full  efffect,  were  made.  This  may  account  for  tho 
want  of  method^  so  donspicuous  in  the  proceeding^ 
of  the  rioters.  Had  theyj  in  the  first  moments  of 
dismay,  attacked  the  Bank  and  public  offices,  instead 
of  theehapete,  and  houses  of  individuals,  national 
rUin  must  have  followed ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  they  Would  have  succeeded,  when  the  supne^ 
fieite  of  the  civil  power,  in  the  first  days  of  the  riots^ 
is  Considered.  Though  parties  of  i<)ldiers  were  con-^ 
tinually  dispatched  to  the  assistfince  of  the  ma-* 
gistrateS,  the^e  Wete  f^  much  intimidated  to  act 
with  effect;  and  the  officers  of  the  military  durst 

not 
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•  ^^ 

not  take  the  responsibility  upon  themselves.  THiap 
negligence  became  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  the 
lord  mayor  was  ordered  to  attend  the  privy-council, 
to  account  for  his  inactivity ;  before  whom  he  made 
no  scruple  of  acknowledging,  that  "  the  rioters  were 
«o  violent,  and  such  was  his  temerity^  that  he 
thought  death  would  be  his  portion/^  His  conduct, 
on  this  occasion,  called  forth  the' severity  of  Mr. 
Burke's  ironical  talents ;  who  pleaded,  in  his  lord- 
ship's behalf,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  ^'  that  all 
men  were  not  made  ahke :  the  lord  mayor,  he  sup- 
posed, was  of  a  timid  nature,  and  without  the  na- 
tural courage  and  capacity,  that  fit  some  men  to  act 
a  wise  and  decided  part  in  trying  situations :  neither 
had  he  made  up  the  disadvantages  of  his  naturial  in- 
firmity and  timidity,  by  study  and  culture.  As  he 
never  dreamt,  in  his  younger  days,  of  filling  so  im- 
portant a  station  as  that  of  lord'mayor  of  the  city  of 
London,  it  was  probable  he  had  neglected  those  ta- 
lents that  might  be  requisite,  in  certain  emergencies, 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  it:  for  these  reasons,  he 
hoped  they  would  have  mercy  on  the  poor  lordmayory 
in  consideration  of  his  natural  weakness,  and  total 
want  of  education  /  "     ' 

.  Shortly  after  the  suppression  of  the  riots,  special 
commissions  were  issued  for  trying  the  rioters,  in 
London  and  the  Borough.  The  total  number  exe- 
cuted in  London  was  eighteen. 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  on  the  8th 
of  July,  a  motion  was  made  to  address  his  majesty, 
thanking  him  for  his  care  and  attention  to  the  citi- 
zens of  London,  in  granting  them  such  aid  as  be* 
came  necessary  to  subdue  the  late  dangerous  riots ; 
they  being  too  formidable  for  the  controul  of  the 
civil  authority;  which,  after,  long  and  violent  de- 
bates, was  carried  in  the  afiirmative,  by  a  small 
majority. 

A  singular 
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A  Singular  circumstance  attended  the  election 
for  r^resentatives  of  the  city,  which  took  place 
in  Septetnb^,  in  .consequence  of  the  dissolution 
of  parliament..  ^  Alderman  Kirkmany  one  of  the 
candidates,  who  had  a  majority  of  votes,  died  on 
the  same  day,  and  previous  to  the  closing  of  the 
polL  It  was,  however^  found  necessary  to  include 
his  name  in  the  return  ;  and  a  new  writ  was  issued 
on  the  meeting;  of  parliament. 

On  the  2d  day  of  October,  the  chamberlain  was 
ordered,  by  the  court  of  comihon-council,  to  lay 
before  them  an  account  of  the  monies  paid  out  of 
the  chamber,  on  account  of  the  lord  mayor ;  which 
being  produced,  a  motion  was  made,  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  pounds  one  shilling,  paid  on  account  of 
the  lord  mayor's  view  of  the  river,  and  expedition 
to  Windsor,  ought  not  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
city;  being  totally  unnecessary,  and  highly  extra- 
vagant. 

In  consequence  of  its  being  mentioned,  that  the 
audit-dinners  were,  in  general,  very  extravagant, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  unanimously  agreed  to, 
that,  in  future,  the  expenses  of  auditing  the  city 
and  bridge-house  accounts,  do  not  exceed  fifty 
pounds. 

A  motion  was  also  made,  that  the  chamberlain 
do  not  pay  the  lord  mayor  miore  than  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds  nineteen  shil- 
lings,  the  balance  due  to  his  lordship,  out  of 
the  ample  allowance  given  by  the  city.  The  lord 
mayor  refused  to  put  the  question  for  some  time, 
but,  having  consented,  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  the  S6th,  the  court  proceeded  in  the  plan 
of  retrenchment  they  had  begun,  and  limited  the 
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exfiendeB  <»f r  the  courts  of  co/OBermxicy  to  three 
hupdred  pounds,  in,  every  mayoK^ty^  It  was  also 
SQSolved,  that  no  money  be  paid  out  of  the  qfaam* 
ber,  without  tl»  special  direction  of  the  comt  of 
i-oouncil« 
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CHAP*XLV. 

TrUt  ofL&rd  George  Gordon.'-^Cammitiee  to  inquire  into 
tbJB  uitu  ExpendUure^^'^The  Damages  sustained  in  the 
Ribts  levied  upon  the  Inhabitants. — '-The  hord  Mayof 
found  guilty  of  Misconduct  in  the  Time  of  the  Riots.^-^ 
Petition  to  Parliament^  for  Assistance  to  re- build  New^ 
gate. — Further  Consideration  of  the  Expenses  of  the  last 
Mayoralty, — An  Election  for  a  Member  of  Parliament 
prevents  the  swearing  the  new  Sheriffs, — Refusal  of  his 
Majesty  to  receive  the  Remonstrance  of  the  lAifery  cm 

>  the  ThronC'^'^Change  in  Administration.''^^ Address  of 
Thanks*"^ Action  against  a  Freeman^  who  had  not  served 
an  Apprenticeship. -'^•New  Sessions^house  opened^r^Set^ 
tlem^nt  of  the  Claim  of  the  Common* council  to  be  admit'^ 
ted  Governors  of  the  Hoy al  Foundations. — Company  o/^ 
Shipwrights  admitted  to  their  Livery  .-^Preliminaries  of 
Peace  stgned.'-^^Discontents  of  the  Sailors.^-^^Petition 
agdinst  the  Receipt  Tax.'^^Claim  of  the  Jews  to  be  ad* 

.  mitted  Freemen. -^Proclamation  of  Peace.-^New  Mod$ 
of  Execu$ion.'^*Total  Change  of  Ministry *~^Addresse$ 
to  his  Majesty  in  consequence, — The  Free£ym  of  the  City 
presented  to  Mr.  Pitt. — He  is  elegantly  entertained  at 
Grocers* 'halL-^'The  Fleet-prison  rated  to  the  Poor,-^-^ 

'  Dissolution  of  Parliament. "^-Contested  Election  for 
Westminster. '•City  Scrutiny  ^'^Commemoration  of  Han* 
deL-^First  Aerial  Voyage » 

The  trial  of  Lord  George  Gordon  for  high  treason 
took  place  in  the  court  of  King'84>ench,  oh  the  5th 
of  February*,  1778.  He  was.  charged,  as  the  authot 
of  the  latthtiots,  wjth  "  levying  war,  by  assembUng 
great  multitudes  together,  and  striving,  by  terror  ana 
outrage,  to  compel  parliament  to  repeal  a  law/'  Tb^ 
trial  lasted  from  eight  o'<:;lock  in  the  morning  to 
near  six  in  the  following  morning,  when  the  jufy 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  The  burst  of  ap- 
plause which  took  place,  on  this,  was  very  great : 

after 
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after  it  had  subsided,  Lord  George  addressed  the 
jury,  in  confirmation  of  his  innocence,  and  s^tating, 
that  he  had  been  the  object  of  a  wicked  and  infa- 
mous persecution ;  but  he  was  checked  by  one  of 
the  jurors,  who  told  him,  that  their  decision  had 
turned  upon  a  ver}'  nice  point  Lord  Get>rge  then 
left  the  hall,  attended  by  his  brothers. 
•  A  vacancy  having  occurred  for  the  office  of 
treasurer  to  the  hospitals  of  Bridewell  and  Bethlem, 
by  the  death  of  Nathaniel  Thomas,  Esq.  a  court  of 
conimon-council  was  held,  on  the  28th  of  February, 
for  fiUing  it  up.  Previous  to  the  election,  a  reso- 
lution was  entered  into,  that  whosoever  should  be 
elected,  do  give  five  thousand  pounds  security  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  thfe  duty ;  after  which.  Brass 
Crosby,  Esq.  and  Alderman,  was  unanimously  chosen 
to  the  office. 

In  the  same  court  a  committee  was  voted,  to  con- 
sist of  six  aldermen  and  twelve  commoners,  to  be 
i>aUotted  for  at  the  next  court,  who  were  to  inquire 
into  and  report  to  the  court  the  state  of  the  annual 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  city,  together  with 
their  opinion  whether  any  and  what  regulations  are 
proper  and  necessary  to  be  made  for  increasing  the 
one  or  lessening  the  other. 

The  court  of  King's-bench  was  much  employed, 
in  the  beginning  of  March,  with  actions  for  damages 
sustained  during  the  riots.  They  Were  'brought 
against  the  magistrates  of  the  districts  where  the 
injury  was  committed,  to  obtain  a  compensation 
from  the  inhabitants  of  them,  acc(M*ding  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  riot  act.  The  quantum  of  damages 
was,  in  most  cases,  the  only  point  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  juries ;  and  when  the  amount  of  these 
was  ascertained,  a  pound-rate  was  levied  upon  the 
inhabitants  for  the  payment. 

An 
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An  information  filed  ex  officio  by  the  attorney 
general  against  Mr.  Alderman  Kennet,  charging  him 
with  wilfully,  obstinately,  and  perversely,  neglecting, 
as  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  London,  on  Sunday,  the 
4th  of  June,  to  use  the  necessary  means,  and  not 
exercising  his  authority  to  quell  the  rioters  in  Rope- 
makers'  Alley,  Moorfields,  when  present  at  the  head 
of  military  assistance,  and  for  not  reading  the  riot 
act,  was  tried  at  Guildhall,  before  Lord  Mansfield 
and  a  special  jury.  After  a  long  trial,  the  jury  with- 
drew, and,  in  about  an  hour,  returned  with  a  verdict 
of  guilty  of  neglecting  to  do  his  duty,  but  not  wil- 
fully and  obstinately.  The  judge  had  left  the  court, 
and  the  clerk  refused  to  record  this  verdict,  on  which 
the  jury  went  to  Lord  Mansfield,  at  hie  house,  who 
told  them  the  verdict  must  be  general  guilty  or 
not  guilty.    It  was  then  given  generally  "  guilty.'* 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  on  the  4di  of 
May,  it  was  agreed  to  petition  parliament  for  tissifit- 
ance  towards  rebuilding  the  prison  of  Newgate,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  prosecute  the  same, 
with  power  to  draw  on  the  chamber  for  any  sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  pounds. 

The  subject  of  the  expenses  attendant  on  the 
late  lord  mavor's  excursion  to  Windsor  under  the 
name  of  a  court  of  conservancy  was  again  brought 
forward  in  the  court  of  common-council,  on  the  l6th 
of  June,  when  the  resolution  of  the  court,  of  the  2d 
of  October  preceding,  to  prohibit  the  chamberlain 
from  paying  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  to  the  then  lord  mayor,  as 
the  balance  due  to  him  for  the  expenses  of  his 
mayoralty,  was  rescinded ;  it  being  the  opinion  of 
very  able  lawyers  that  he  could  recover  his  whole 
demand  by  an  action  at  law.  A  resolution  was  then' 
passed,  ^'  that  one  thousand  pounds  be  paid  to 
Brackley  Kennet,  Esq.  in  lieu  of  all  demands  he 

may 
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A  vacancy  qaving  occurred  for  th^  r^r^sentatioa 
of  the  city  of  L40pdoii  by  the  death  of  mr.  Hayjey# 
aa  electioa  for  his  Buccesapr  coinmeAced  the  94th  of 
September,  v^bich.«  being  likely  to  continue  beyond 
the  S9th,  the  day  of  ^wearing  in  the  new  sheriffs^ 
it  became  a  question  whether  the  ^sheriffs  who  began 
the  poll  could  hold  over  till  its  close^  or  whether 
the  new  sheriffs  could  make  a  return  to  the  writ,  if 
thdy  were  petraitted  to  act  from  the  time  of  their 
being  sworn  in ;  but  as  the  decision  of  this  point 
might  have  been  productive  of  litigation^  the  re- 
eorder  and  common^seijeant  advised  a  meeting  of 
the  c(Mnmon«K:ounQil|  to  absolve  the  gentlemen  who 
had  entered  into  recogniaaance  to  take  the  Qffice»  from 
their  bonds,  and  afterwards  to  call  th^  livery  toge^ 
thet  and  proceed  to  a  new  election  of  sheri0s,  by 
which  means  the  old  sheriffs  would  necessforily  be 
kept  in  office  beyond  the  time  of  the  poll  for  fnenv* 
bar  of  parliament :  this  advice  being  approved  of 
was  carried  into  execution,  and  a  court  of  hustings 
being  held  on  the  4th  of  October,  the  same  gentle* 
men  were  re^chosen  and  sworn  into  that  office4 

At  the  end  of  this  year  a  petitioninddress,  and  re-> 
mo<istr€ince  to  the  king  was  voted  in  common»hall| 
Mid  the  usual  deputation  appointed  to  wait  upon  his 
fnajesty  to. know  when  he  would  receive  it.  This 
produced  a  letter  from  the  [lord'^chamberlain  to  the 
loid*mayor,  informing  him  that  his  majesty  was  not 
to  receive  the  remonsjtrance  on  the  throne :  in  con*' 
sequence  of  which,  a  common  hall  was  held  on 
the  ist  of  February,  1782>  in  which  it  was  resolved^ 
^^  That  whoever  advised  the  king  to  deviate  from  the 
accustomed  mode,  admitted  by  his  majesty,  of  re« 
ceiviiig  tlie.  Uvery  of  London  sitting  on  his  throne^ 
is  an^aemy  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  citi- 
zens 
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^leas  of  tbb  gcest  capitid  of  the  Biitish  €iii{nrie,^^  and 
a  commilUee  iras  appointed  far  the  purpose  of  obtain^ 
mg  a  festoriikm  of  &c0e  riglrta. 

But  this  j^reach  between.theeoMvtiand' city  was 
not  of  long  duration.  A  cpnplateidfLBiiige  in  adihi<« 
laistratiDh  look  place  in  Mafch;  and  £)»  itfae  ISth  of 
April,  an  address  of  thanks  on  the  occasion  was  pre« 
(Mated  to  Iais  majesty  by  the  icMfid«-inayor^  \9  alder-* 
wen,  tbei^(»nder,  and  aboiitldO  ccimnon'^eomviily 
aiUi^adMl  by  all  ^  oily  offioers. 

A  caiiae  was  tried  at  Hicbs's-hoii  in  that  ispoBth, 
of  considerable  impcirtafice  -  to  the  iights<^  the  free^ 
men  of  the  city  companies^  The  proeeeotiom  waa 
instifcHfed  by  one  qf  the  companies  against  a  trades^ 
man  admitlied  to  bis  freedom  by  themseltaes^  ka  car* 
lysiig  on  his  trade  without  having  served  an  appren* 
^s^mp  t^it^  contrary  to  the  'atatoUe  of^^ifeen  £li* 
zabethi  On  1J!^  trial,  however,  itwas'pvovedthat, 
althcmgh'the  d^endant  bad  not  servted  avegiilar  ap* 
prenticeslvip,  he  had  acquired  a  airfficient  knqwied^a 
of  the  trade  to  •enable  himito  exeocise  it*  m^idi  e^iU, 
which  was  held  to  be  wr&in  the  akeaniog  of  the  sla^ 
tute^  adid  a  Topdict  was  gi ven  for  the  defendant. 

Tlie  new  sessionsi-house  ibr  the  county  df  Mid^^ 
sex  was  opeaed  on  the  1st  of  July,  by  Mf .  Mam^ 
wanng,  cfaainnan  of  the  bench  of  justices,  whpde* 
livesed  a  very  copious,  conq»ehenaite,  and  explicit 
charge  to  the  grand  jury,  as  soon  as  they  were 
aswaii.  The  magistrates,  who  (w^ece4en  in  numbery 
then  proceeded  to  the  dispatch  of  business  as  usual. 
A  idispute  had  subsistCNd  for  some  years  between 
the'CommQn<^Ounc]l  of  London^  and  tine  acting  go^^ 
^^ermia<)ftbe:royal  foundations  of  St.  fiaitfaoloniew^s, 
Christ's,  Bndewell,  and  Bethlem,  and  St.  Thomas'a 
Hospitals,  relative  to  the  right  of  the  former  t6>psu^>^ 
tidpete  in  the  government.  At  Ijsiiglh,  an  amit^le 
€DiEpioinise  took  place  bc^tween  them,  in  pui«uatiGe 
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of  which  an  act  of  patrliameM  was  passed,  and  re* 
ceived  idle  royal  asseat  in*  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  empowering  the  commoQ-coiiincil  to  appoint 
twelve  of  theirown  mimber*  ito  be  governors  of  each 
of  these  foundations  respectively,  who  were  to  re- 
main so  while  they  continued  members  of  the  com-^ 
mon-council. 

A  court  of  aldermen  was  beld  on  the  Sth  of  Octo* 
ber,  toreceive  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  merits  of  a  petition  f|om  the  oompaay 
of  shipwrights^  praying  to  he  allowed  their  livery. 
The  report  •stated  that  thet  fiea  ahipwrtgihts  were  an 
ancient  company,  they  having  traced  the  inrolment 
of  an  ai^rentice  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Richard 
11.  and  that,  thereficHre,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  thev  ought  to  have  livery;  with 
which  opinion  the  court  coindded^  and  precepts 
were  ordered  to  be  issued  accordingly  in  future. 

About  this  time*  the  depredations  ccunmitled  in 
and  about  the  metropolk^,  by  footiKids  and  street- 
robbers,  had  encceased  to  such  a  height,  and  were 
attended  with  such  peculiar  circumstances  .of  atro- 
city, that  severe  measures  were  found  necessary  to 
check  them.  Accordingly,  a  letter  was .  sent  from 
the  secretary  of  state  to  the  recorder,  directing  him 
to  report  all  cases  of  robbery,  accompanied  by  acts 
of  cruelty,  to  his  majesty,  immediately  after  con- 
viction, who  had  determined  to  grant  no  pardon  or 
respite  to  such  offenders,  on  any  solicitation  .what^ 
ever. 

Circular  letters  were  also  sent  to  the  magistrates 
of  the  different  districts,  commanding  them  to  em^ 
ploy  their  utmost  care  and  vigilance  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  night-houses,  and  other  places  of  xesort  for 
the  idle  and  dissolute. 

Preliminaries  of  peace  having  been  signed  at  Pa* 
ris  on  the  20th  of  January,  1783,  a  letter  was  sent 
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to  the  kvd-«wjror  .on  the  aniyal  of  the  meaaenger,  ta 
Mil^iiaiiit  hiin  vAth  this  pleasing  ^even t 

Great  diaconieals  {Nrevailed  among  ithe  sailors  ia 
the  oKMith  of  Ilt&ateh  of  this  year,  oti  account  of  the 
nuiabecs  of  fepeigners  who,  having  beai  tsdcen  into 
the  fliMrchant  service  diiring  the  war,  and  ibeing  stiU 
ootttiniied  therein,  prevented  die  men  discharged  fixua 
the  king's  service  from  procuring  employment.  Be. 
in^  Uius  ^deprived  of  the  means  of  obtxdning  a  liveli- 
hood, t^yattacked'Some  vessels  in  the  river,  and  iin^* 
rigged  tthem,  and  at  length  assembled  in  a  ccuisid^pa^ 
b.le  bodyydet^nnined  to  proceed  to  the  Admir^dty,  and 
aft^wavdste  ^.James's,  to^seek  <cedre88«  On dieirap 
proach,  all  the  entrances  into  the  padc  wea^  dii^ 
and  guarded;  JHit  about  «evea  hundred  of  them 
acakd  the  walk. on  the  Westminst^  side.  As  soaa 
as  thi^  'Di^re  discovered  in  the  Bird-<cc^  walk,  a  de» 
tachment  of  the  guards  was  ordered  to  meet  them. 
On  their  appioach  near  oach  other,  a  conversation 
took  pkiee  betv^e^n  some  of  the  sailors,  Justice  Ad* 
dtogten,  and  the  oflicer  of  the  guaixl ;  when  the 
sai)o6s  informed  tliem,  that  they  sought  only  for  some 
Bieans  of  fut^iipe  employment,  and  this  tliey  meant 
lO'dO'peaeeably:  on  which  the  magistrate  informed 
them,  that  the  meeting  of  such  hrge  bodies  was 
dangerons  and  illegal;  but  that,  if  they  would  draw 
up  a  dear  accoUDt  of  their  wants  and  mevances,  he 
ivould  endeafisour  to  get  tfa^m  redressed;  with  wbic)| 
they  appeared  to  be  perfectly  satisfied,  and  retired 
willh  r^ulanty  and  older.    ^ 

On  tfae'Mth  of  June,  the  sheriflSb  presented  «  peti* 
ti<»i  to  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  citizens  of 
London,  complaining  of  the  bill  pendii^  in  thathoupe 
for  laying  a  ^stamp  duty  on  receipts,  and  praying  to 
be  heard  by  eounsel  ^against  it.  This  pix>duced  a  long 
and  aniAiated  ddbate,  m  whi(^  the  right  of  Ae  $ity 
10  have  their  petitions  received  without  a  previous 
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notification  of  their  contents,  was  acknowledged, 
though  the  privilege  was  stated  to  be.  of  little  value, 
since  the  house  might  chuse  whether  they  would 
take  them  into  consideration  or  not ;  but,  notwithr 
standing  the  strenuous  exertions  pf  the  lord-mayor 
to  obtain  permission  for  counsel  to  be,  heard  s^insl 
it,  that  part  of  their  prayer  was  rejected  on  a  division 
by  178  to  U. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  held  on  the  22d  of  July, 
the  recorder  and  common-serjeant  made  a  report  on 
the  long  pending  cause  referred  to  their  considera-? 
tion  respecting  the  Jews,  whether  they  can  legally 
claim  the  freedom  of  this  city,  and  exercise  the  rights 
and  franchises  of  freemen.  Their  opinion  was,  that 
Jews  publicly  baptized,  and  conforming  to  the  laws 
of  the  country,  may,  after  the  renunciation  of  their 
errors,  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  citizens  of 
London. 

On  the  S9th  of  August,  a  letter  was  sent  by  the 
secretary  of  state  to  the  lord  mayor,  informing  hint 
that  the  definitive  treaties  of  peace  were  to  be  signed 
on  the  3d  of  September;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
news  that  this  event  had  actually  taken  place,  a  se* 
cond  letter  was  sent,  in  order,  that  public  notice 
thereof  might  be  given  in  the  city ;  and,  on  xY\^  6th 
of  October,  peace  was  proclaimed  with  the  usual  so- 
lemnities, amidst  an  innumerable  concourse  of  peor 
pie,  who  testified  their  joy  by  loud  and  reiterated 
acclamations. 

The  mode  of  executing  criminals  at  Tyburn  had 
long  been  complained  of  as  tending  rather  to  intro- 
duce depravity,  by  a  want  of  solemnity,  than  to 
operate  as  a'preventative  of  crimes,  by  exhibiting 
an  awful  example  of  punishment  to  the  dissolute. 
To  remedy  this  serious  evil  in  the  police  of  the  me- 
tropolis, both  the  place  and  manner  of  execution 
were  changed.  A  teoaporaiy  scaffold  was  construct- 
ed, 
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ed,  to  be  placed  as  occasion  required  in  the  open 
space  before  the  debtor's  door  of  Newgate,  having  a 
moveable  platform  for  the  criminals  to  stand  on, 
which,  by  means  of  a  lever  and  rollers,  falls  from  un- 
der them.  The  whole  of  this  building  is  hung  with 
black,  and  the  regulations  which  are  observed  on 
these  mournful  occasions  are  calculated  to  produce 
that  impression  on  the  ininds  of  the  spectators,  which 
is  the  true  end  of  all  punishment.  The  first  execu- 
tion here  took  place  on  the  9th  of  December. 

Few  poUtical  questions  ever  agitated  the  whole 
kingdom  more  powerfully  than  the  change  of  admi<» 
nistration,  which  took  place  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1784.  It  would  be  incompatible  with  the  design  of 
this  work  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  causes  from 
which  this  change  arose,  the  means  by  which  it  was 
eflfected,  or  the  consequences  which  resulted  from 
it.  Sufiice  it,  therefore,  to  observe,  that  on  the  18th 
of  December,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  a  message 
from  his  majesty  was  delivered  to  Lord  North  and 
Mr.  Fo5c,  the  two  secretaries  of  state,  importing  that 
he  had  no  farther  occasion  for  their  services ;  and  di- 
recting that  the  seals  of  office  should  be  delivered  to 
him  by  the  under  secretaries,  as  a  personal  interview 
would  be  disfi^reeable.  This  was  followed  by 
die  dismissal  or  resignation  of  nearly  all  the  mi- 
nistry, and  JVIr.  Pitt  was  appointed  first  lord  of  the 
treasury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

From  this  period  imtil  the  month  of  March  was 
exhibited  the  singular  spectacle  of  a  minister  in  a 
constant  minority,  yet  retaining  his  situation  through 
the  support  of  the  king  and  the  nation,  in  despight 
of  reiterated  petitions  and  representations  from  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  throne  to  procure  his 
dismissal. 

In  such  a  conjuncture,  the  city  of  London  could 
not  be  expected  to  be  inactive.    Accordingly,  an 
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address  of  thanks,  from  the  tord  itiayor^  alderinea^ 
and  common-council^  to  his  majesty,  fear  ifisHiEning 
his  late  counsellors,  was  presented,  on  the  I6tb  of 
January;  containing  the  strongesi  assurances  of  their 
determination  to.  support  him  iii  the  constitiittond 
exercise  of  his  prerogatives.  This  address  wa»  very 
graciously  received.  Similar  addresses  V9&fe  pm«Btcd 
from  the  merchants  and  tradiem  of  London,  the  citf 
of  Westminster,  the  bcMTOugh  of  Soutbw«tk,  tm 
county  of  Middlesex,  and  many  o^r  places. 

The  freedom  of  the  city  was  ako  presented  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  and,  on  the  98tib  of  Febniaiy,  nn  elegant  en* 
tertainment  was  provided  for  hiiii  at  Grocera'^ball^ 
of  ivhich  company  he  had  accepted  the  freedoni ;  to 
which  be  vrent  in  procession,  attended  by  the  com^ 
fiiittee  appointed  to  present  him  with  the  freedom  of 
the  city,  the  sheriffii,  aiid  the  town^^cleil^.  At  Tem* 
pie-bar,  they  were  met  by  the  city  colours,  and  those 
of  the  Grocers'  compatiy.  In  the  evening  there  was 
an  illumination :  many  windows  were  brdk^  by  thd 
mob,  on  his  return  from  the  city;  and^  in  St«  Jaitieis's* 
street,  an  affray  happened  betwe^  them  and  socM 
chaitmen,  at  Brookes's,  in  which  the  latter  proved 
victorious,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  obliged  to  quit  his  car* 
riage,  and  retire  to  White's  for  protection.  H» 
coach  was  much  injured,  and,  in  r^ivenge,  the  mob 
that  dragged  it,  went  and  broke  Mr.  Fox's  windows, 
in  St.  James's-place. 

A  cause  came  on,  in  the  cOQi't  of  Kiiig'94>ench, 
in  the  course  of  this  month,  on  an  appeal  from  the 
sessions,  fo  detefihine  whether  the  Fleet-piison  was 
jrateable  to  the  poor;  ivhich  was  argued  before  a  ftill 
bench  of  the  judges,  who  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  It  was  liable. 

The  great  and  memorable  contest,  between  admi-* 
nistration  and  the  House  of  Commons,  having  been 
SQ  hv  determitied  in  favoiiif  of  tihe  former,  that  a  long 
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motHiybiU  wa&^pttis^  without  which  n  <lis^€>lMtio» 
of  parliament  could  not  have  taken  pla<^e;  it  wa9 
thMgsht  10091  advisesibk  to»  have  recourse  to. that 
m^sasium,  in  order  to  get  at  tihe  tru^  s,en$e  of,  the  m^ 
IMNU  Accordingly^  the  payliaiai^nt  was  cli$soked  on 
the  3<5th.  of  Mwrch.  In  ;the  geperal  ^lectioa,  which 
foUkmed,;  tk^mink^T^.  gained  a  inoi»t  compljete  a»d 
nMOiaNms  nii99ority;.k«it  k  vtfm  impossible  that  they 
could  «uoGwd  eiF^y^ .  where;.  The .  struggle  for  the 
rep^petentalion  of  the  city  of .  W»$6a0lin$Jber,  was  ai$  ohi- 
elinfite  te^bat  t^hich  haditf^etorplace  in^^the  h<P(uaet. 
The  dlectiod  icommenced  oniKb^vlst  c^Aptril,  and 
wa$  cootiQued^nKith.  vancn^  aujee^i^,  xxntAliiii^jlSftJdt^ 
JSfey;.  when  it  wni  neCeoaaiily  ttdrisiknBted  by  .the 
meeting  of  parliamefot  on  the  following  day.  But, 
though  aa  eiMl.wHB;  put  to  the  poU»  no  -mfembers  wefe 
returned :  a>  acratiny  wfaa  d^mandedr  and  gifted;; 
winch)  consequently,  ^compelled  the  high-b^Uiff  ;io 
make  a  special  slaleHient  Of  the  w^ntB  of  the!^Jbec<- 
tioB,  and  the  inipoiasibility  df  his  mdkiag'  the  usoiA 
return^  It  oannot  he  s«FfKxied>  that  aa  eieqtion  bjr 
so  numerous  a  body,  and  cmtJed  on  for  so  loeg  a 
time,  should  be  itnacoompanted  with  eKfraofdinaiy 
oircum»tanoea;  but  it  will  be  unnecesssffy  to  dwell 
upon  them  here^  since,  by  a  aubsequent  act  of  parliat- 
ment,  for  legdating  the  dvoation  of  elections,  the 
recurrence  of  them  is  prevented  in  future. 

The  city  election  terminated  on  the  6th  of  April; 
hut,  when  the  sherifis  met  at  Guildhall,  on  the  lOth, 
to  declaim  the  numbei^  on  the  poll,  it  iqypeared  that 
Aldermaa  Sawbf idge,  the  lowest  of  tbe  succ^sful 
candidates,  had  polled  3633,  and  Mr.  Atkinson, 
38 1 6 ;  on  which  a  scratiny  wasi  demanded  by  the 
latter*  It  is  xemavkable,  that  the  last  scrutiny  tot 
^be  city  happened  exactly  fifty  years  be£nre,  viz.  on 
^  9tfa  of  April,  ITSi,  and  the  nuQority  was  then, 

as 


as  now,  7;  the  numbers  beinjj,  ferBdsWorthjN^Safi; 

forSelwyn;33'19.  • 

The  grandest  musical  performance  ever^att^oipted 
in  any  country,  was  exhibited  in  Westminster  Ab- 
bey, in  May  and  June,  of  this  year^  in  commemoia* 
tion  of  Handel.  It  originated  in  a  convetsation  be- 
tween some  amateurs,  in  which 'it -was  lam^nted^ 
that  no  public  occa^on  existed  for  coUectiDg 
all  the  vocal  and  instrumentat/perfoi^mci^  of  emi- 
nence into  one'  band,  which  would  produce  a  per- 
formancef k)n  so ghti^dand  magnificent  a'l^ci^,  as  no 
other  pari  of  the  wtMrld  could cequaK  Theibirth  and 
dGsith  of  MandeU^the  formerx>f  which^  was  a  complete 
century,  arid'tJiie  Idttef  exactly  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
befibrethis  |)eriod,  was  immediately  :r«:61lected  as 
offering  a  desirable  opportunity  for  making  the  at- 
tempt. The  plan  wa^is^edily  communicated  to  the 
'different  musical  societies^  in  the  metropolis,  and 
■coming,  at  lengrti,  to  the-  knowledge  of  the  king, 
'w%s  honoured  with  «hia  sanction  and  patrons^e. 
Westmtn^er  Abbey,  where  thejfljemains  of  the'  great 
fnusician  were  deposited,  was  thought  the  properest 
place  for  the  performance ;  and  it  was  determined  to 
appropriate  all  the  profits  arising  from  it  to  charitable 
purposes.  No  sooner  was  the  project  known,  than 
the  greater  part  of  the  practical  musicians  in  the 
kingdom  manifested  their  zeal  for  the  enterprise; 
and  many  of  the  most  eminent  professors,  waving 
all  claim  to  precedence,  offered  to  perform  in  any 
subordinate  station.  The  first  performance  took  place 
on  the  26th  of  May;  the  number  of  performers 
amounted  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  that 
of  the  audience  to  nearly  five  thousand ;  of  which, 
at  least,  two  thirds  were  ladies;  feathers  and  all 
extraneous  ornaments  being  forbidden,  the  neat- 
ness and  simplicity  of  their  dresses  added  chanm 
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to  their  natural  beauty^  and  produced  such  an  as- 
semblage of  fine  women,  as  no  other  country  in 
the  universe  could  boast  ofe  ;  Thf  re  were  five  per- 
formances in  the  whole,  the  second  of  which  was  at 
the  Pantheon ;  and  the  total  amount  of  the  receipts 
for  tickets,  including  two  rehearsals,  was  eleven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  md  forty-two  guineas:  after 
payment  of  the  expenses,  which  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  five  thousand  pounds,  the  remainder  was 
given  to  charities,  as  follows:  to  the  Musical  Fund, 
six  thousand  pounds;  to  the  Westminster  Hospital, 
one  thousand  pounds. 

The  attention  of  the  metropolis  was  excited  in  a 
high  degree^  on  the  15th  of  September,  by  the  first 
aerial  voyi^e  -ever  undertaken  in  this  kingdom. 
Mr.  Lunardi  ascended  from  the  Artillery-ground 
with  a  balloon,  thirty-three  feet  in  diameter,  amidst 
the  admiration  and  dread  of  an  immense  concourse 
of  spectators,  about  two  o^clock  in  the  afternoon ; 
gnd,  after  a  voyage  of  three  hours,  descended  in  a 
meadow,  five  milea  beyond  Ware,  in  Hertfordshire. 
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Termination  of  the  tVestminst&r  Scrutiny, .'^Aiarfn  ifCWest-^ 
Tnimier-'ktdl.-^^BUlJor  regulating  the  PoUce.'^CoBe  of 
Mderman  VTooldri^e.^'^pfoiAiion^o^Shab'Uix 
creusex^tke  Seeorwsr's  Saiary.^^^Fire  in  the  Cheunber^ 
Iain's  Office ^-"-^Couse  r^elative  to  the  Navigfition  qf  the 
Thumes^^^Ekciion  of  Auditors. ^^M  tempt  ,o^  tie  Kind's 
Life.-^-Salary  to  the  Bailiff  (^  Southward — TheQtjf 
Rights  infringed  by  the  proposed  Commercial  Treaty. ^^ 
Disputes  with  the  Surrey  Magistrates,  relative  to  theJu^ 
9ismctiOn  of  ike  Sorou^n'^-Ruptttre  in  4fke  'Channel  of 
the  New  Mwer.'^Pet^ton  affkinst  Earestalling.f^'^ti^tgM 
Bx^fijordinairy  (SrazetteL'^Arm(meni*^-'Ff^s^fifamft9i$M 
-^Petitic^  oMinst  ihe  Slave-'^ai^^'i^'^re lifelike  ^avqg^ 
'^Greait  FaU  of  Ram.-^frespminster  ElActi^n.^linm 
of  the  King. — Severn  Frost. -^Recovery  of  his  Majesty.'^ 
Kejoicings. — Addresses  of  Congratulation.''^'Generat 
TnaiiksgiviTtg.'^-Jloyal  Procession  tcf  St.  Paufs-^Stlen- 
did  IRluminations^'-^R'epetd  of  ike  1^op'iax.''The  Opem 
Mome  bmni^r^EUeoHot  of  lu  Redotder^ 


Early  in  the  year  1785,  the  proceedings  on  the 
Westminster  scrutiny  were  brought  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  with  a  view  to  obtain  an  order  for  its 
discontinuance ;  but  it  was  not  until  after  several  pe- 
titions from  the  inhabitants  had  been  presented,  and 
three  warm  debates,  that  the  house  acquiesced,  and, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  ordered  the  high  bailiff  to  make 
a  return.  The  votes  of  only  two  parishes  had  been 
investigated,  although  eight  months  had  elapsed; 
and,  during  this  time,  the  unsuccessful  candidate 
had  only  reduced  his  opponent's  majority  by  eigh- 
teen. 

A  remarkable  occurrence  happened  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall, during  tKe  sitting  of  the  court  of  King^s- 
benchj  en  the  22d  of  April.     In  consequence  of  a 

very 
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veiy  high  windy  some  of  the  stones  from  the  upper 
fmt  of  the  building  fell  through  the  sky-iight ;  the 
fre^ments  of  the  glass  fell  among  the  judges  on  the 
bench,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  ceiling  was 
scattered  about  among  the  barristers  and  officers  of 
the  court.  Impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  whole 
fabric  was  tumbling,  their  lordships,  and  all  the 
bar,  made  a  precipitate  retreat;  but,  soon  finding  that 
it  was  a  premature  alarm,  the  court  was  resumed. 
In  this  confusion,  several  gentlemen  of  the  bar  were 
much  hurt;  particularly  a  Mr.  Stebbing,  who,  bemg 
thrown  backwards  over  one  of  the  benches,  was 
trampled  over  by  his  afirighted  brethren,  and  re- 
ceived several  severe  bruises.  Such  an  accident 
never  happened  before  in  the  great  hall  of  pleas. 

In  the  month  of  June,  a  bill  was  introduced  into* 
the  House  of  Commons,,  for  riegulating  the  poUce  of 
the  metropolis,  which  was  understood  to  be  the  pro^ 
duction  of  a  gentleman  who  had  taken  uncommon 
paiiis  with  it,  and  bad  consulted  those  best  enabled 
to  as^st  in  maturing  such  a  plan:  but  it  was  not 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  the 
cdrpinration  of  the  city  of  London.  A  petition  was 
presented  from  the  court  of  aldermen,  complaining 
in  high  terms  of  the  projected  measure.  Their  alarm 
was  represented,  by  one  of  their  body,  to  be  equal  to 
that  which  wotfld  have  been  excited,  if  a  general 
conflagration  had  been  begun  in  the  city  of  London. 
The  petition  stated,  that,  under  colour  of  correcting 
abuses,  the  bill  overturned  the  forms  established  by 
the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and  effected  an  entire 
subversion  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  greater 
city  in  the  world. 

It  was  in  vain  urged,  that  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  bill  would  have  lio  power  within  the 
juriisdiction  of  the  corporation  of  London ;  that  it  was 
expressly  provided,  that  no  warrant  from  them  should 
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be  executed  in  the  city,  until  it  was  backed  by  the 
lord  mayor,  or  one  of  the  aldermen,  and  that,  when 
executed,  the  person  apprehended  in  virtue  of  it,  was 
ordered  to  be  carried  before .  some  of  the  city  ma- 
gistrates :  nothing  could  allay  the  apprehensions  of  a 
body  so  tenacious  of  their  privileges ;  and,  in  the 
end,  their  opposition  proved  fatal  to  the  bill. 

The  long-contested  question,  relative  to  the  power 
of  the  court  of  aldermen  to  remove  one  of  their 
body,  was  finally  determined  in  the  court  of  King'sr 
bench,  on  the  11th  of  June.  Some  years  before,  in 
consequence  of  several  accusations  brought  s^inst 
Alderman  Wooldridge,  repeated  summonses  were  sent 
to  him,  to  attend  in  his  place  in  the  .court  of  alder- 
men, to  answer  to  them  ;  all  of  which  being  unat- 
tended to,  he  was  declared  to  have  forfeited  his  seat, 
and  a  wardmote  was  held  for  the  election  of  ah  al- 
derman in  his  stead.  At  a  subsequent  period  he 
attended,  and  claimed  to  be  received  as  alderman; 
which  being  refused,  he  obtained  a  mandamus  from 
the  court  of  KingVbench,  to  be  restored :  the  return 
to  this  mandamus  had  been  argued  in  November 
preceding,  but  the  court  required  further  time  to  de- 
cide upon  it;  and,  on  this  day,  the  final  argument 
was  heard,  when  the  court  unanimously  pronounced 
judgment  in  favour  of  the  city,  declaring  their  opi- 
nion, that  the  court  of  aldermen  had  the  power  to 
remove  one  of  the  aldermen^  upon  a  just  and  rea- 
sonable cause;  and  that,  in  the  present  instance, 
their  exercise  of  that  right  was  perfectly  legal. 

Among  the  taxes  laid  on  by  parliament,  for  the 
service  of  the  y^ar  178d,  was  one  for  charging  a  duty 
upon  shops,  which  experienced  a.  most  determined 
opposition  from  the  inhabitants  of  London  and  West- 
minster. The  resistance  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the  ci- 
tizens, was  so  great,  that,  when  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  carry  it  into  execution,  met  at  Guildhall, 
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on  the  6th  of  July,  for  that  purpose,  a  motion  was  made, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  majority  of  50  to  4, 
to  adjourn  the  consideration  of  the  act  until  the  last 
day  of  September.  This  adjournment,  however,  did 
hot  prevent  some  of  the  commissioners  from  qualify- 
ing themselves,  as  was  intended  it  should ;  for  which 
reason,  at  a  court  of  common-council,  held  in  Sep- 
tember, a  resolution  was  passed  to  submit  a  case,  for 
the  opinion  of  counsel.  Whether  the  commissioners, 
now  pretending  to  be  qualified  to  act  under  the  shop- 
tax  act,  have  any  legal  power,  distinct  from  the  com- 
missioners at  large,  to  direct  an  assessment  to  be 
nfade  and  levied,  previous  to  the  day  to  which  the 
consideration  of  that  act  was  adjourned?  A  motion 
was  likewise  maide,  and  earned,  to  direct  the  hall- 
keeper,  not  to  permit  the  persons  presuming  to  act 
as  commissioners^  to  meet  in  (Gruildhall,  until  the  opi- 
nion of  counsel  was  known, 

In  a  few  days  after,  the  minority  of  the  commission- 
ers attempted  to  go  into  the  council-chamber,  at 
Guildhall,  but  were  refused  admittance;  on  which 
they  seated  themselves  on  the  hustings,  and  were 
proceeding  to  business,  when  Mr.  Merry,  who  had 
moved  the  resolution  for  denying  them  the  use  of 
the  hall,  passing  through,  and  observing  them,  de- 
manded their  business  there  ?  Words  ensued j  which 
were  followed  by  blows,  and,  in  the  end,  Mr.  Merry 
tore*  their  papers,  and  threw  them,  with  their  pens 
and  ink,  over  the  rail,  into  the  hall.  Both  parties 
were  taken  before  the  lord  mayor,  who  was  hold- 
ing a  session,  assisted  by  the  recorder  and  se- 
veral of  the  aldermen.  His  lordship,  however,  de- 
clined giving  any  opinion  on  the  business,  and  ad- 
vised the  parties  either  to  make  it  up,  or  refer  it  to  a 
jury. 

On  the  30th,  the  commissioners  met  pursuant  to 
their  adjournment,  when  the  opinion  of  the  recorder 

and 
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and  common-serjeant  was  laid  before  them ;  which 
was,  that  those  who  had  qualified  had  acted  legally, 
and  that  the  others  had  pqt  it  out  qf  their  own  power 
to  qualify,  except  under  them ;  and  that  the  corpo- 
ration of  London  were  masters  of  GuildhaU»  md  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  prevent  any  persons  as^emr 
bUng  there,  whenever  they  tliought  proper.  As  this 
Opinion  rendered  the  proceedings  of  jthe  maycnrity  in^ 
effectual  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  act,  the 
meeting  was  adjourned  sine  die. 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  on  ^he  33d 
of  October,  the  recorder's  salary  was  increased,  by 
unanipfious  consent,  to  one  thousand  pounds  per 
anpum. 

A  common-hall  wa9^  held,  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, for  the  purpose  of  coming  to  some  resolutions 
with  respect  to  the  $hop-tax ;  when  those  submitted 
by  Alderman  Skinner,  expressive  of  the  inequality 
and  grievous  bqrthen  of  the  tax,  were  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

And,  on  the  15th  of  December,  the  retail  shop* 
keepers  met  at  the  London-tavern,.and  agreed  to  pe- 
tition parliament  for  a  repeal  of  the  tax. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  February,  1786, 
a  fire. broke  out  in  a  room  adjoining  to  the  chamber- 
lain's office,  in  Guildhall,  and,  notwithstanding 
speedy  assistance,  burnt  so  furiously  for  some  time, 
that  the  whole  of  that  office  was  destroyed,  together 
with  ail  the  books  of  accounts,  several  bonds,  and  a 
considerable  sum  in  bank-notes  and  cash.  Part  of 
the  court  of  King's-bench  was  also  damaged ;  but 
the  fire  was  at  length  got  under,  without  communis 
eating  to  the  other  offices. 

A  cause  was  tried,  at  the  Lent  az^zes  for  the 
county  of  Surrey,  which  lasted  three  days.  It  was 
brought  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London,  as 
conservators  of  the  river  Thames,  against  a  ship- 
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Wright  at  Botherbithe,  for  obs^ucting  the  navigation 
by  erecting  a  floating  dock :  the  jury,  after  five  hours 
deliberation^  found  the  defendant  guilty. 

Some  extraordinary  circumstances  attended  the 
election  of  auditors  on  Midsummer  day.  It  has  been 
the  inmiemorial  usage  of  the-  city  of  London  to  have 
four  auditoi9»  the  two  senior  of  whom  go  out  in  ro« 
tation  every  year,  and  two  new  ones  are  elected ;  but 
on  this  occsffiion,  Messrs.  TomUns  and  Loveland,  who 
had  served  two  years,  refused  to  be  removed,  and 
their  friends  suppcHted  their  re-election.  The  re* 
corder  explained  the  law  to  the  common-hall,  but  the 
livery  would  not  acquiesce. in  the  explanation,  and 
persisted  in  their  right  to  choose  them.  In  this  di- 
lemma the  sheriffs  thought  it  adviseable  to  return  the 
whole  six  to  the  court  of  aldermen,  with  a  declara- 
tion that  the  majority  of  hands  were  in  favour  of  the 
four  old  ones;  but  that,  by  the  law  and  usage  of  the 
city,  the  two  first  were  ineligible.  A  poll  was,  how- 
ever, demanded  by  them,  which  also  terminated  in 
their  £ivour ;  yet,  as  after  a  diligent  investigation  of 
the  city  records  for  several  hundred  years,  their  elec- 
tion was  found  to  be  contrary  to  the  city  laws,  the 
other  four  were  declared  duly  elected. 

The  business  came  afterwards  before  the  court  of 
King's-^bench,  on  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  a  mand^ 
amus  should  not  be  directed  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  to  admit  Mr.  Tom- 
lins  to  the  office  of  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  said 
city ;  when  the  affidavits  on  the  part  of  the  court  of 
aldermen  proved  the  immemorial  existence  of  the 
custom,  which  was  further  strengthened  by  an  act  of 
common-council  in  the  reign  of  one  of  the  Edwards ; 
for  which  reason  the  court  refused  the  mandamus, 
and  the  custom  was  established  as  the  lex  loci  of  the 
city. 

An 
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An  attempt  having  been  made  on  the  life  of  the 
king,  by  a  woman  named  Nicholson,  who,  under 
pretence  of  presenting  a  petition,  struck  at  him  with 
a  concealed  knife,  an  humble  and  affectionate  ad* 
dress  of  congratulation  from  the  lord-mayor,  alder- 
men, and  commons  of  the  city  of  London,  was  pre- 
si»ented  to  his  Majesty  on  the  1 1  th  of  August,  which 
was  most  graciously  received.  The  procession,  on 
the  occasion,  was  uncommonly  numerous  ;  the  lord- 
mayor  being  attended  by  most  of  the  aldermen,  the 
two  sheriffe,  the  recorder,  and  other  city  officers,  and 
between  two  and  three  hundred  of  the  common^ 
council. 

At  a  court  of  common -council  held  on  the  14th 
of  November,  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
bye-laws,  recommending  a  salary  of  seven  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum  to  Sir  Watkin  Lewis,  the 
bailiff*  of  South wark,  in  lieu  of  fees,  was  taken  into 
consideration.  Debates  ensued,  in  the  course  of 
which,  the  report  was  severely  censured;  but  it 
was  at  length  carried,  on  a  division,  to  allow  five 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  until  the  decision  of  a 
suit,  which  was  pending  between  the  city  and  the 
sheriff*  of  Surrey,  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ciw 
ty  within  the  borough  of  Southwark. 

A  commercial  treaty  with  France  was  in  the 
course  of  negotiation  in  the.  latter  part  of  this  year, 
by  some  of  the  provisions  of  which,  the  right  of 
package,  scavage  and  balliage  of  the  city  of  Lon-^ 
don  would  have  been  taken  away,  as  well  as  the 
rights  of  the  fellowship  and  all  other  free  porters, 
free  wateimen,  lightermen,  &c.  On  the  discovery 
of  ^hich,  a  committee  of  the  court  of  aldermen  were 
appointed  to  make  the  necessary  representations  on 
the  subject  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  gave  them  an  assurance, 
that,  although  their  rights  would  have  been  uuiut 
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tentionaily  invaded  and  taken  away,  if  this  applica* 
tiou  had  not  been  made ;  yet,  being  now  fully  pos- 
sessed of  them,  he  should  certainly  think  it  his  duty 
to  protect  them  in  the  most  ample  manner. 

At  a  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  held  at  St.  Mar- 
garet Vhill,  South wark,  in  January  1787,^16  magis- 
trates of  the  county  of  Surrey  came  to, resolutions  re- 
specting the  city^s  claim  of  jurisdiction  in  the  bo- 
rough of  Southwark  to  the  following  effect :  That 
the  town  and  borough  of  Southwark  has  always  been 
part  of  the  county  of  Surrey;  and  that  its  inhabitants 
have  been,  and  ought  to  be,  subject  to  the  authority 
of  the  magistrates  of  the  said  county :  That  the 
mayor,  commonalty  and  citizens  of  London  have  not 
a  right  to  hold  general  or  other  sessions  of  the-peace 
within  the  same  :  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Surrey  has  had  the  execution  of  all  writs,  &c.  within 
the  said  town  and  borough,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
county  ought  and  will  defend  any  suit  brought 
against  him  or  his  officers  by  the  mayor  and  citizens 
of  London.  And  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
manage  the  defence  and  assert  the  rights  of  th^ 
county. 

On  the  other  side,  at  a  court  of  common-council, 
held  on  the  25th  of  January,  the  resolutions  of  the 
Surrey  magistrates  were  taken  into  consideration,  and 
the  following  counter  resolutions  were  passed :  That 
the  town  and  borough  of  Southwark,  having  been 
granti^d  by  various  charters  to  the  mayor,  commonal- 
ty and  citizens  of  London,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  sub- 
ject to  their  jurisdiction:  That  the  mayor,  recorder, 
and  aldermen  who  have  passed  the  chair,  have  a  right 
to  hold  sessions  of  the  peace  within  the  said  town  and 
borough :  That  the  interference  of  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Surrey,  in  the  execution  of  writs,  &c.  is  an 
infringement  of  the  liberties  of  this  city,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  the  express  words  of  the  charters :   That  this 
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eourt  will  maintain  and  support  this  city^s  rights  and 
privileges  within  the  said  town  and  bolough  ;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  bye-laWs  to  tske 
such  proper  measures  as  they  should  be  advised. 

The  old  custom  of  meeting  the  judges  at  church 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  term,  was  revived  in  Hihny 
term  of  this  year ;  on  which  occasion  the  lord-mayor, 
twelve  aldermen,  arid  the  two  sheriflfe,  met  Lord 
Loughborough,  five  of  the  judges,  the  recorder,  and 
Serjeants  at  law,  at  St.  PauFs.  After  the  service, 
they  proceeded  to  the  mansion-house,  and  were  ele- 
gantly entertained  by  the  lord  mayor. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  1 3th  of  April,  in  conse* 
quetice  of  a  breach  in  an  drch  turned  to  support  the 
course  of  the  New  River,  the  whdie  of  the  water 
of  it  liiade  its  way  into  Hackney-brook,  which  it 
swelled  so  much  as  to  occdsioii  the  overflowing  of 
all  the  neighbouring  low  lands.  Fortunately,  &is 
accident  happened  in  the  day-time ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  all  the  labourers  employed  on  the  diSeu 
ent  parts  of  the  river,  near  the  f^t,  were  set  to  work 
upon  it,  and,  by  forming  a  new  temporary  chan0e^, 
till  the  arch  could  be  repaired,  prevented  the  damage 
from  spreading  so  much  as  it  must  have  done,  had  it 
occurred  during  the  night. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  a  petition  waif  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  from  the  lord  Baaycw,  adder- 
men,  and  council,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  bills, 
to  prevent  forestailing  and  regrating*,  and  for  liceiw- 
ing  salesmen,  &ct(»n^  and  others,  employed  in  the 
sale  of  cattle  or  other  provisions. 

This  petition  originated  in  the  difierent  reports 
teceived  from  a  committee  appointed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  year,  to  take  into  consideratioii 
the  causes  of  the  high  price  of  provisions.  From 
their  resolutions,  which  were  presented  at  diflferent 
times,  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  cattle  ^nd 
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sheep,  brought  to  Smithfield-inarket,  had  decreased 
to  a  very  considerable  degree,  during  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  in  consequence  of  the  practice  of  foBe- 
stalling,  at  places  jn  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis ; 
and  that,^  by  comparing  the  prices  of  meat,  at  other 
corporation  towns,  with  those  at  London,  the  differ* 
ence  appeared  to  be  much  greater  than  the  expense 
and  risk  of  bringing  provisions  to  town  required. 
For  these,  and  many  other  subordinate  reasons,  they, 
therefore,  recommend  an  appUcation  to  the  legisla- 
ture, to  prevent  the  continuance  of  these  evils. 
.  The  pernicious  practice  of  gambling,  iu  the  Alley, 
produced  a  singular  attempt  to  affect  the  price  of 
stocks,  on  the  32d  of  this  month,  which  was,  how- 
ever, defeated  by  the  clumsy  manner  in  which  it 
.was  executed :  an  old  woman  was  sent  to  the  Royal 
Exchange,  about  noon,  to  cry.  an  Extraordinary  Ga-? 
zette,  which  was  printed  on  stamped  paper,  and  had 
every  external  appearance  of  being  genuine.;  but  the 
singularity  of  its  publication  being  confined  to  one 
person,  soon  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  deception, 
and  the  vender  was  apprehended;  however,  on  exa- 
mination, she  appeared  to  have  been  the  dupe  of  a 
man,  who  had  given  th^m  to  her,  with  strict  injunc- 
tions not  to  sell  them  before  she  came  to  the  Ex- 
change ;  she  was  therefore  discharged. 

In  consequence  of  advices  received  by  govern- 
ment, of  some  hostile  preparations,  and  movements 
of  the  French,  press- warrants  were  issued  on  the  21st 
of  September ;  and^  on  the  2d  of  October,  the  lord 
mayor  had  a  meeting  with  the  first  lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, on  the  subject  of  backing  them  by  the  city 
magistrates.  At  this  conference,  the  lord  mayor 
stated  his  doubts  of  the  legality,  of  such  warrants 
in  the  city ;  but  this  objection  being  over-ruled  by 
the  authority  of,  the  crown  lawyers,  be  urged  his 
want  of  authority,  without  the  concurrence  of  his 

YOU  i|.  Q  q  fellow- 


dired  DiHie.  This  bc^iftg  agreed  ^,  his  k>rdi^fafi{>  caHed 
a^ouA  of  comition-c6tiiicil,  oh  th^  llth,  to  \9ft(m 
he  reported  the  J^tifhstance  <X  his  ooftfereKice  wiA 
liOixd  Ho<(Ve,  and  rec^ota^nend^  tli^  ^d^ptibn  irf'&cMne 
meflsare  for  encotira^ng-seatiieft  in*  the  <!ifry,  to  enter 
voluntatily  ititb  his  ttajesty^  'servkste:  tm  irttodi  it 
\vas  resolved  to  give  h  bounty  ^  ferty  %hill«igs  to 
evfety  -able,  iwid  twenty  shillings  to  every  ferdhfttty 
seaman,  who  febdtiJd  ewter.  Notice  cf  this  rei^ution 
being  comtntit^icaited  to  theloi^  of  the  Admiralty,  * 
letter  was  returned,  eicpre&sive  of  his  majfedty^  ap- 
J>robation  sind  acceptance^  the  offer. 
.  NbtWith^anditig  this  ppoceediftg,  hfcwefrer,  some 
fiire^s-wafrrtttits  we!«  executed  ih  the  teity,  Without  the 
Ituthority  Of  fte  lord  naayor,  ^Akich  prodtited  an  tn^ 
qiiiry  in  thfe  Court  of  aldermen,  When  it  tuwied  otrt, 
that  they  had  beeh  circiilated  throifgh  t!he  secotida* 
ties'  office ;  on  which  the  sheriffs  were  desired  nfOt  to 
suffer  them  to  be  issued  in  future. 

This  prospect  of  hostility  Was  not  of  long  dura- 
tion: hi  consequence  of  mutaal  explatiations,  it 
was  j«greed  to  reduce  the  navies  on  both  sides  to  a 
peace  estabhshment ;  and,  On  this  arrangement  tak^ 
ing  place,  it  appeared,  thJift  the  whcBe  amount  of 
bounties,  paid  by  the  dhatnber  of  London,  did  iiot 
exceed  five  hundred  pounds. 

At  a  court  of  common-council,  held  on  the  1st  of 
5'ebruary,  17S8,  a  petition  to  tht  Mouse  of  Commons, 
lagain^t  the  slave-trade,  was  unanimously  agreed  to; 
as  was  another,  for  a  repeal  Of  the -shop-tax. 

The  Savoy-priscMi  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  liih  of  April,  which,  on  inquii^> 
was  found  to  be  wilfully  'done,  by  a  desperate  set  of 
desttters,  who  were  thete,  ^ih  confinetnerit,  with  a 
view  to  have  made  their  esciipe  in  the  confusion. 
On  the  alarm  beiirg  givefi,  the  guard  diove  the  in- 
g  cendiariea 


^U^'m  into  ^  CfiU»wh^re^  tt^i^y  Mrer?  ^uffere^  ^  re- 

fire  was  ^Xtiliguish«d>  when  tihey  weie,  conveyi^  te 
different  prisQDi.  SeYwJ  <tf  lh€»  w?r^  Wve^^jT 
woquded  befoie  they  ^ubipitM- 

A  grwter  full  of  mn  b^»f  about  four  Q'elQek  w 
tb^  afterqoon  of  tbe  S^tb  of  June^  and  coQtinqe^^  iqr 
ceas^^Dtiy,  for  two  hQurs*  ace<>mpaBie4  by  soqie  trer 
meqdous  qjtp^  of  thunder,  than  had  bwja  remdHH- 
bered  in  London  for  many  years.    The  stref  t9  Mrer^ 

totally  impassable  to  ftiot-pa3aengera ;  apd»  i>ear 
Nortbwwberland'boyQe,  whew  Saint  M^rtin't-iw*^ 
j<Hna  the  Strand,  th#  current  fm  SQ  ^Fone,  ^^ 
tjarriagea  durst  not  vwture  thrQUgb  it*  At  tie  bot- 
tom of  Nor thumberland-atre^t,  guch  a  P^ppa^  t^k 

plac^,  that  the  lower  pau*  of  a  bou»e  was  bipwn  «p» 
M  waa  th#  partm^nt,  half'-way  ov^r  the  atreet 
Great  damage  waa  done*  and  miwh  prc^erty  d^ 
fltroyed. 

During  d»e  &U  of  raip,  a  b^U  «f  fii§  bwats  about 
the  middb  Qf  Gwrgo-atreet,  broke  the  w«doii^  of 
wvfral  houpes,  and  ^nterad  Qn§  honif^  where  it 
fliplit  a  cupbMurd  in  the  parlour,  dc^ed  s^me  pic- 
tures and  meltiid  part  of  *e  wat^r-pipe  in  tb^ 
kitchan :  and,  about  five  o'clock,  part  of  th§  wall  iji 
Tow«r-ditcb  gave  way,  to  the  length  of  upward*  ^ 
tweniy  yarde. 

Lord"Hood  having  vacated  hi*  seat  €»  Westminr 
ater,  by  aceepting  the  office  of  one  of  the  Lord9  «f 
the  Admiralty,  the  election  wap  &ced  fbr  the  )9th  ^ 

July ;  when  he  was  opposed  by  I^d  John  Towwir 

bend,  who  had  a  majority  of  833,  at  the  elgee  of  the 
poll,  on  the  4tb  of  August,  Never  was  parQ^  vimr 
ienoe  more  eonaf^oua,  than  on  this  election  i  tbii 
conatquene^B  of  which  were  such  moba,  no%  n4 
diaturbaucea,  ae  were  disfgrace^l  to  all  eossemed. 

On 
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•  On  the  gd  of  October,  a  considerable  number  of 
inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  freemen  of  London,  met 
at  St.  Margaret's-hill,  and  drew  up  an  address  to  the 
lord  mayor  and  corporation  of  London,  praying  that 
the  freemen,  in  that  part  of  their  jurisdiction,  whose 
rights  had  long  lain  dormant,  may  be  restored,  and 
that  the  lord  mayor  would  be  pleased  to  issue  pre- 
cepts for  electing  a  com|:)etent  number  of  common- 
councii-men,  to  represent  them  in  the  city  of 
London. 

The  close  of  this  year  was  marked  by  an  event; 
which  occasioned  grief  and  consternation  in  all  ranks 
of  a  loyftl  and  affectionate  people.  Early  in  October, 
his  majesty  was  attacked  with  the  first  symptoms  of 
a  disorder,  which  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  rheu- 
matic, and  the  proper  methods  were  employed  to 
remove*  it  fi'om  the  stomach  to  the  extremities.  On 
the  S^th  of  that  month,  he  had  a  levee  at  St. 
James's,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the  alarm  which  * 
'the  report  of  his  indisposition  had  spread;  but, 
shortly  after,  his  disorder  took  a  new  and  unfortu- 
nate turn,  and,  before  the  end  of  the  first  week  in 
November,  it  was  generally  known,  that  it  had  set- 
tled into  a  constant  delirium.  The  day  appointed 
fbr  the  meeting  of  parliament  was  fe^t  approaching, 
and  no  power  existed,  which  could  either  prorogue 
it  farther,  or  open  it.  In  this  conjuncture,  all,  who 
by  their  rank  and  situation  in  the  state  were  required 
to  take  a  part  in  so  new  and  unexpected  an  exi- 
g^hce,  assembled  in  fhe  capital,  waiting  the  event  in 
•Cliwful  expectation. 

'    It  i^  not  within  the  scope  of  this  history,  to  en^ 
-t^t  into  the^  discussion  of  the  measures  proposed  fot 

i  supplying  the  temporary  deficiency  in  the  regal 
powef^  exoept  for  the  purpose  of  recording  the  sen- 

.   timentsof.the  citizens  of  London  on  the  subject 

It 
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It  will,  therefore,  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that,  a 
question  having  been  raised  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  exercise 
the  full  powers  of  sovereign,  during  his  fether's  in- 
disposition, it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  ad- 
ministration, who  contended  for  a  restricted  regency; 
and,  on  a  division,  this  opinion  was  carried,  by  26S 
to  804.  On  the  day  following,  it  was  moved  in  the 
court  of  common-council,  '*  that  the  thanks  of  this 
court  be  given  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt, 
and  the  967  worthy  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, for  their  strenuous  support  of  the  importailt 
rights  of  the  lords  and  commons  of  this  realm,  to 
provide  the  means  of  supplying  the  defect  of  the 
personal  exercise  of  the  royal  authority,  arising  from 
his  majesty's  indisposition  :'*  which,  after  great  de- 
bsltes,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative :  and,  on  the 
7th  of  January,  a  similar  resolution  was  voted  by  a 
very  numerous  meeting  of  ^the  merchants,  bankers, 
and  traders  of  London. 

This  winter  was  remarkable  for  a  very  severe  frost, 
which  began  on  the  25th  of  November,  and  lasted 
exactly  seven  weeks.  The  greatest  col4  was  on  the 
5th  of  January,  when  the  thermometer  stood  at 
eleven  degrees  below  the  freezing  point,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  city.  During  this  frost  the  Thames  was 
completely  frozen  over  below  London-bridge,  and 
was  covered  with  booths,  puppet-shews,  and  wild- 
beasts,  so  as  to  have  the  appearance  of  a  fair.  The 
watermen  being  deprived  of  their  usual  means  of  ob- 
taining a  livelihood,  broke  the  ice  close  to  the  shore 
and  laid  planks  across  the  openings,  which  they 
suffered  no  one  to  pass  without  paying.  On  the 
evening  of  the  thaw,  which  came  very  suddenly, 
the  confusion  on  the  sides  was  extreme,  but  no  ac- 
cident of  any  consequence  occurred. 

The 
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Th^e  scene  ckn  the  Tbamc»,  after  tfaa  br^sJdn^oC  the 
frost,  Tvaa  dreadful  \>eyoiid  e^mpte;  the  kffge  bodies 
of  ice  floatiDff  cm  the  riv^  made  i^aecesaas^y  tQ^icyn:  all 
the  ships  to  tine  sbffne ;  msipy^bawe v«,  drifted^  9iid  9m 
ijiBg  pff  Eoth^hithf^  wasiSQ  pceasedby  theatreogtb 
of  the  tide  a&d  the  w^ht  oC  ice,  that  it  carri^  awa^f 
the  beams  of  a  hou^e  to  which  it.wad^  fastened,  awl 
levelled  it  with  the  ^oui)d,  by  which  a^Qoideot  five^ 
persons  asleep  in  their  beds  were  killed* 

During  this  inclement  season,  the  distresses  of  the 
poor  were  not  forgotten.  Liberal  subscriptions  weftt 
entered  into  by  the  affluent  for  their  relief,  and  a 
court  of  common-council  met  on  the  1 3ldi  of  Jwua* 
ly,  to  take  the  state  of  the  poor  inibo  coiv^ideration, 
when  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  poundi^ 
was  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  city  cashi  for  the 
relief  of  such  poor  inhabitanta  aa  did  not  receive 
alms  of  the  parish.  At  this  court,  a  letter  waa  rea<) 
from  the  Prince  of  Wales's  treasurer  to  the  chamber* 
lain,  inclosing  his  royal  highneas's  draft  for  me  thou« 
sand  pounds,  to  be  apptied  in  the  same  manner  as 
his  majesty's  bounty  had  usually  been ;  but  wbi^^i 
from  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  kii^'a  health*  waa 
this  year  delayed*  On  which  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  to  return  the  grateful  aioknowledyments  ci 
the  court  to  his  royal  h^bness,  for  hia  spantaneous 
and  truly  princely  beneficence. 

His  msyesty's  gradual  restomtion  to  health  becacw^ 
apf^rent  early  in  the  month  of  Februaiy ;  the  fi»t 
decisive  report  of  the  physicians  to  that  effect  was* 
however^  made  on  the  12th;  on  which  day  a  court 
<^  conunon^^ouncil  was  met  for  settling  thQ  varioui 
committees.  While  they  were  employed  in  thia  bu- 
sineas,  the  report  was  brought  to  the  lofd^n^or^ 
who  interrupt^  the  proceedings  t^  read  it«  It  stated 
that  his  majesty  waa  ^^  in  a  progressive  state  of  amend-* 

ment ;  ^ 
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went ;  '*  whfch  joiyftil  iHtelligeBOe  was  teemed  with 
m  \xmA\shtsLij  eiwetkm  (ni  tf^lapse  thrercighetit  tbe 
court. 

Hie  10th  t)f  Mwch  was  the  dfty  appwiited  for 
raakfttg  an  official  deckratioti  iof  his  m^esty^ 
com|flHre  retr^very.  In  tfie  inonii«g,  the  beHs 
lafig  m  aB  the  trhnrches ;  and,  at  noon,  the  Paric 
and  Tower-gwis  were  iired.  On  the  river,  every 
vessd  was  decorated  with  the  txAours  of  the 
nsition  to  which  it  belonged.  French,  Spanish^ 
DtJrtch,  Porttrguese,  Frtrssian,  Russian,  Dane,  and 
Swede  vied  wra  endh  ot&er  in  exhibiting  tokens  of 
joy ;  Ttmfy  <tf  them  had  devices  on  their  •streamers, 
Wfth  the  wcfifds  iAjing  tree  ike  Khtg^  in  large  capitals^ 
either  at  the  mast  head,  or  on  the  bow-'sprit. 

Of  the  iRttminations  itt  nigte,  it  is  impossS^le  to 
give  an  adequate  description.  They  were  literally 
geneml:  all  the  inhabitattts  seemed  to  sfaive  who 
should  'give  the  most  beautiftrl  and  picturesque  de*- 
vices,  and  \Ato  testify  their  loyalty  in  the  most  con- 
spicuous manner.  In  short,  so  generri  was  the  tri- 
bute <rf  affection  to  our  beloved  monarch,  that,  couldf 
he  have  surveyed  the  splendour,  and  witnessed 
every  accompanying  demonstration  of  ^adness,  he 
would  have  quitted  the  scene  with  as  proud  FeeKngs 
as  ^ver  animated  the  bosom  of  a  king.  It  wbes  a 
trophy  that  rejected  as  much  true  dignity  On  the 
sovereign,  as  it  did  honour  to  the  nation. 

On  the  19th,  the  city  addresses  of  congratulation 
to  the  king  and  queen  were  presented.  It  was  his 
majesty^  particular  request  that,  on  this  occasimi, 
wbenthe  pressure  cfthenational  business  bore  heavy 
trpoti  bim,  the  trumerous  attendance  of  the  court 
t)f  common-council  might  l)e  dispensed  wfth ;  m 
consequence  of  which,  the  court  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  addresses  should  be  presented  by  the 
lord^imayor  and  sheriffs,  assisted  by  the  tecordet. 

Addresses 


904  HISTORY  AND  SURVEY  OF 

Addresses  to  their  majesties,  on  this  happy  event, 
were  also  voted  in  a  common-ball,  held  on  the  7th 
of  April, 

The  23d  of  April  being  appointed^  by  royal  pro- 
clamation, to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  general  thanks* 
giving,  his  msyesty  was  pleased  .to  go  in  public  to 
the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul,  accompanied  by 
the  queen,  the  royal  family,  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, the  great  officers  of  statej  and  the  whole  cor- 
poration of  London.  The  universal  joy  and  loyalty 
which  pervaded  the  cities  of  London  and  Westmin-^ 
ster,  the  grandeur  of  the  spectacle  exhibited,'  in  the 
more  than  triumphal,  the  religious  entry  of  our  be- 
loved sovereign,  filled  the  mind  with  the  most  sub- 
lime and  awful  ideas. 

The  procession  began  a  quarter  before  eight,  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  coaches  (167  members 
attending),  followed  by  the  speaker,  in  his  robes, 
seated  in  his  state-coach,  with  his  mace^^bearer  and 
chaplain,  from  Palace-yard;  and,  passing  through  the 
entrance  at  the  Horse^guards,  into  St.  James's-p^rk, 
went  out  at  the  Stable-yard,  and  ranged  along  rall- 
mall  and  Charing-cross,  followed  by  three  knights- 
marshalmen,  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  masters  in  chan- 
cery, and  the  twelve  judges,  in  the  capacity  of  assist- 
ants to  the  House  of  Peers.  After  them,  the  peers 
in  coaches,  in  the  order  of  precedency,  as  they  were 
marshalled  by  the  black  rod ;  beginning  with  Lord 
Malmesbury,  as  youngest  baron,  and  ending  with  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  premier  duke.  The  lord 
high  chancellor,  in  his  robes  of  office,  and  in  his 
state-coach,  closed  this  part  of  the  procession. 

Soon  after  the  members  of  both  houses  had  passed, 
the  male  branches  of  the  royal  family  appeared  in 
different  carriages,  in  due  order  of  precedency. 
Their  majesties  set  out  from  the  queen's  palace  soon 
after  ten,  in  the  order  previously  arranged  by  hi^ 

majesty 


ei 
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Sly  himself.    Between  eleveh  and  twelve  the 
•S^s  carriage  arrived  at  Temple-bar,  where  the 
mayor  was.  in  waiting,  attended  by  six  dele^tes 
a  the  coiporation;  viz«  Sheriffs  Curtis  and  Sir 
njamin  Hammett,  as    aldermen,  and    deputies 
^ekey  and  Birch^  with  Messrs.  Wadd  and  Dixon, 
3  commoners.    The  Iqrd  mayor  and  his  associates 
ame  thither  in  coaches,  soon  after  nine,  and  were 
politely  accommodated,  by  the  banking-house  of 
Mr.  Child,  in  the  great  room  immediately  over,  the 
Bar,  till,  on  notice  of  the  king's  approach,  th^y  all 
mounted  their  beautiful  white  palfreys,  which  were 
ijchly  caparisoned,  the  saddles  and  bridles  newifor 
4he  occasion,  silver-stitched,  silver  roses,  and  silk 
feins ;  the  fomituf:e  blue  and  gold,  with  tassels  of 
gold  fringe ;  the  fronts  of  the  -bridles  richly  embroi- 
dered  with  tftfc  words,  "  God  save  the  King  !'*  White 
fur  caps  to  the  holsters,. richly  wrought  with  gold; 
and.  each  horse  decorated  with  three  dozen  of  fa- 
vours, blue  and  white.    The  lord  mayor  was  in  a 
lich  gown  of  crimson  velvet;  the  two  aldermen  iii 
their  scarlet  gowns,  and  the  four  commoners  in  their 
mazarine  gowns,  dressed  uniformly  in  dark  blue  coats, 
white  waistcoats  and  breeches,  with  purple  roses  iii 
their  shoes,  and  at  their  knees.    Each  of  them  bad  a 
iiralking  page,  carrying  a  hat,  adorned  with  a  beau- 
tiful cocKade  of  purple  and  gold,  inscribed,  "  Long  . 
liv^  the  Kingl*'  After  they ^d  taken  horse,  the* 
lord  mayor  dismounting  in  form,  surrendered  thja 
city  sword  to  his  majesty;  who  having  ^'raciousr^ 
returned  it,  the  lord  mayor,  on  horseback,  carried  it 
}Mire-headed  before,  the  king  to  St.  Paul's,   The  she- 
rifis  and  four  commoners  rode  also  bare-headed.  . 
.    Nothing  comd  exceed  the  magnificence  of  the 
procession  from  Temple-bar.     ^  •' 

Immediately  aftt^r  the  lord  tfhancellor*s  carriage, 
the  movement  was  as  follo(Ws  : 
VOL.  II.  ^  K  r  ^,_  High- 


*    ^ 


|06  ttTSTORY.  AND  SURTEY  OT 

High-bailifF  of  Westminster* 

Master  of  the  Horse.  >; 

Duke  of  Cumberland, 
puke  of  Gloucester* 
Duke  of  York. 
Prince  of  Wales. 
Attendatits. 
Six  pioneers. 
Colonel  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  on  horseback-' 
The  Artillery  Goifipany. 
,  .    Music. 

r         Two  pair  of  colours.  i 

•  Fifteen  ©f  the  ToxophiliteSj  or  ancient  Society  of 
Archers^lire^ed  in  a  green  uniform,  witlt'their  bows 
in  their  hands,  and  elegant  belts  to  their  quivers'; 
Oft  whicKVere  embroidered,  '*  Long  live  the  Bung  '/f 

.     City  A;rms. 
City  marshal)  four  cc£hi%>n-councilmen,  aftd  tb< 

sherifi9,  on  horseback. 
Lord  mayor  on  horseback. 
His  ma(ie«bearer  on  foot ;  aind  six  servants,'  in  rich 
«    liveries  of  purple  and  silvet. 
i'-  The  city  counsel. 

Iftieir  MAJESTIES,  drawn  by  eight  cream-coloured 
horses,  attelided  by  six  pages,  and  six  footmen ;  iii 
a  private  carriage,  pannels  and  front  of  glasd|  in^ 
stead  of  leather.  ' 

The  Princesses  in  two  carriages^ 
*    ,      Attendants  in  two  coaches.      .      '  -' 
The  different  guards  of  honotir  in  the  procession 
were  formed  fron^  the  Oxford  Blues;  and  the  whote 
was  diked  by  a  ^oop  Qf  the  royal  regiment  of  Horse 
Guards.  . 

AU  the  charity-children  entered  im  church  at  the 
^  ndrtb  and  south  doo|s,  hy  seven  o'clock  in  the  morn^ 
ing,  and  remained  tiK#i^  church  was  cleared.  They 
had  a  place  appropria^d  for  their  appearance,  much 


^ 
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iathie  same  manner  as  at  their  suifiiveraary  mee^g. 
3^15  was  at  tlie  partici>l?wr  desire  erf  her  msgeaty. 

The  clergy,  with  the  minor  eanoES,  and  their 
friends,  entered  the  church,  at  the  Deah's-gate^  at 

,  The  aldermen,  with  their  ladies,  aiid  the  princips^ 
city  officers,  i>eWeen  eight  and  niae^  proceed 
from  the  Mansion-ihouse,  along  Cheapside^  to  the 
i^uth  entrance  of  St  Paul's  church. 

The  corporation  were  represented  in  the  proces-r 
sion  from  Temples-bar,  as  we  have  already  slated,  by 
a  deputation.  The  other  members  of  the  body  cor- 
porate assembled,  at  eight  o'clock,  in  Guildhall^ 
whence,  in  about  half  an  hour,  they  began  to  parade 
on  foot,  ia  their  mazarine  gowns,  through  Cheapside^ 
Newgate-street,  the  Old-bailey,  and  Ludgate^street., 
They  were  in  two  divisions,  each  attended  with  a 
siuitable  standard,  and  an  excellent  band  of  ^usic« 
The  first  -division  Was  led  by  Deputies  Hil|ier,  Ni- 
chols, Wrench,  and  Mr.  Pope;  the  other  by  Depu- 
ties  White,  Merry,  Mr.  Box,  and  Mr.  Slade;  all  with 
wand^  painted  blue  and  gold,  aod  elegant  coickades, 
of  purple  and  gold*  Entering  the  church,  at  the 
north-west  gate^  they  remained  in  the  morning-prayer 
chapel,  until  the  king's  stf'rival  was  announced;  when, 
they  ushered  his  majesty  into  the  choir,  and  imme*  ^ 
diately  took  their  seats. 

The  peers  and  members  of  the  House  of  Commons ' 
soon  after  entered  the  west  door  of  the  church. 

The  female  nobility,  gentry,  and  others,  came 
4owp  Holborn,  proceeded  along  Snow-hill  and  New- 
gate-street»  down  Warwick-lane,  along  Paternoster- 
row,  and  were  set  down  at  Cannan-alley,  c^posite  ta 
the  north  door  of  the  church,  where  an  awning  was 
erected ;  their  carriages  then  proceeded  to  the  end 
of  Paternoster-row,  turned  round  to  the  left,  into 
Newgate-street,  down  St.  Martin's-le-Gmnd, '  into 
Aldersgatp-street,  where  they  waited* 

Their 


308-  •  HISTORY  AND  8UEVEY  OF   * 

•  Their*  majesties  were  met  at  the  west  door  of  St 
Paul's,  by  the  Bishop  of  London »  the  Deaii  df>St. 
Paul's  (Bishop  of  Lincoln) ;  the  canons  residentary  i 
Garteir  king  at  arms,  and  the  rest  6f  the  heralds ;  the 
band  of  gentlemen  pensioners  and  the  yeomen  erf*  thd 
guard.  The  sword  of  state  was  carried  before  his 
Majesty  by  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  into  the  choir,; 
where  the  king  and  queen  placed  themselves  under 
a  canopy  of  state,  at  the  west  enll  of  it,  opposite  to 
the  altar. 

The  peers  had  their  seats  in  the  area,  as  a  house 
of  lords ;  and  the  commons  were  in  the  stalls.  The 
upper  galleries  were  allotted  to  the  ladies  of  the  bed*. 
chamoer,  the  maids  of  honour,  and  such  ladies  of 
distinction  as  attended  on  the  occasion.  The  foreign 
ministers  were  placed  in  the  two  lower  galleries, 
tiext  to  the  throne ;  and  the  lord-mayor  and  tdder- 
men,  with  their  ladies,  in  the  lower  galleries,  near 
the  altar. 

Immediately  on  their  majesties  being  eated;  divine 
service  commenced.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Bishop  of  London ;  after  which,  an  anthem,  se- 
lected for  the  occasion,  by  the  king,  was  sunff  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  choir.  The  whole  was  finished 
about  three  o'clock,  when  their  majesties  returned 
with  the  same  state  to  Buckingham  House. 

The  streets  through  which  the  procession  passed, 
were  filled  with  rejoicing  spectators.  Before  mc^t  of 
the  houses  were  placed  temporar;^  galleries,  crowded 
with  beauty  and  fashion.  Every  precaution  whicl| 
prudence  could  suggest  was  taken  to  guard  against 
the  accidents  which  might  have  been  expected  from 
such  a  numerous  assenjiblage  of  people ;  but  they 
were  unnecessary,  good  hymour  had  so  completely 
taken  possession  of  every  individual,  that  the  mih- 
tary,  who  were  stationed  to  keep  the  multitude  i1^ 
order,  had  nothing  to  do  bpt  to  see  the  procession, 
with  their  fellow-citizens  in  the  rear. 

On 
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On  the  following  evaoiing,  a  general  illumination 
took  place  throughout  London  and  Westminster, 
which,  for  splendour  and  magnificence,  surpassed 
all  former  exhibitions.  All  the  public  offices,  the 
houses  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  as  well  as  manv 
of  those  of  private  individuals,  were  decorated  wita 
tvaiisparencies,  or  elegant  designs  in  coloured  lamps; 
while  even  in  the  humble  garret  of  the  indigent,  the 
gleam  of  loyalty  and  affection  twinkled  as  cheerfiil- 
Tyt  if  not  as  brightly,  as  in  the  splendid  mansion  of 
the  opulent. 

The  repeal  of  the  shop-tax,  which  was  obt^ned.in 
the  course  of  this  session  of  parliament,  was  cekbrated 
on  the  l6th  of  June,  by  a  dinner  at  th^  London  Ta- 
vern, to  which  the  ten  representatives  of  London, 
Westminster,  Middlesex,  and  Southwark,  were  in- 
vited, in  testimony,  of  the  respect  and  gratitude  of 
the  shopkeepers  for  their  exertions  to  relieve  them 
from  this  burthen. 

A  dreadful  fire  consumed  the  Operti*House«  on  the 
night  of  the  ,17th  of  June.  The  performers  were  re- 
fiearsing  a  ballet'on^  the  stage,  \^hen  they  were  sud- 
denly alarmed  by  flakes  of  fire  falling  on  their  heads.* 
In  a  few  minutes  after,  the  whole  building  was  in  a 
blaze^  which,  firom  the  vast  quantity  of  combustible, 
materials  on  the  premises,  and  the  calmness  of  the 
evening,  rose  in  a  spiral  column  to  an  extraordinary 
height.  The  light  was  so  powerful  that,  for  a  few 
minutes,  the  whole  western  front  of  St.  Paul's  cathe- 
dral was  as  minutely  visible  as  at  noon  day. 

On  Midsummer  day,  Serjeant  Adair  resigned  the 
office  of  reorder.  John  William  Rose,  Esq.  vvaa 
elected  his  successor  on  the  30th,  and  his  salary  fix- 
td  at  six  hundred  pounds  per  annum,. 
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CHAP.  XLVII. 

Attempted  Repeal  ef  ike  Corporation  and  Test  Acis.-^^ 

Jksolutions  of  the  CoT^mon^rouneit  on  ti%is.  Stthject* — Tke 

Monster,'-^'  Election  of  t^mnum- Serjeant. '^Action  for* 

the  Penalty  Jor  not  serving  the  OJjice  of  Sheriff ^'•r^Sipjrmfi 

vf  Ji^inii.r=r''Triat  with  the  Corporation  of  tj/nh^ — ^Jfife-f 

viarkdlileMghTide.— ^Committee  fostipMntend  the  tirec^ 

4ion'^Mbhuments>  in  St.  Paul's.^^Thriher  Proceedings 

relattpe  to  pressing  Uverymen.-^'^Considaifaiioh  of  thi 

I  M»ieenthSiandmg  Ordar  4>f  the  Court  ofComtfion^edun' 

;  ciL — Detisim  of  the  Court  of  King's^lenek,  on  th.  Cbttm 

'  Sf  ^^^  ^*'^  '^  ^^  exclusive  Jurisdiction  in  Southtvark.'^^ 

The ^Pant neon  hnrnt. — Attempt  to  set  Firt  to  the  tious^ 

of  Corhrno^s\'^Prod€m43.tion  against  seditwvs^eetif/gSw 

4^ Address. -^'Rivi  itt  Ma^nf-streeii — New  System  of 

^  Police.^r^Procetdings  of  the  disaffected  ^^Tlesotutims  of 

'  (he  Corporation  i^  LoMon.-^^ Debating'  Societies. '^lie^ 

fensive  Measures  at  the  Tower. — Dilatation  pf  tA§ 

\  M^rfhazkt^^Ba^fkers^  and  athers.-^G^eral  t^falty.^ 

The  endeavours  of  the  Protestant  dissenteis,  to 
pocufe  a  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts> 
having  failed  in  the  last  session,  by  a  very  small  ma-^ 
jority,  they  w^re  this  year  renewed  with  increased 
ardoiK;  9xAy  in.  the  hope  of  strengthening  their  in-» 
(erest,  the  qlaimsof  the  Roman  Cathohc  dissenters^ 
were  also  included  in  their  apgHcatipn  to  parliaxnent^, 
This  junction  of  opposing  interests,  .added  to*  the 
violent  political  conduct  of  their  leaders,  induced 
moderate  men  to  withhold  that  support^  which  the 
great  body .  of  the  dissenters  were,  perhaps,  entitled 
to ;  and  induced  the  friends  of  the  establi^ed  church 
to  exert  a  greater  aegree  of  vigour,  in  opposing  their 
pretensions^  Among  other  measures^  calculated  ta 
give  weight  to  this  opposition,  a  common-council 
inetj  on  the  25th  of  February,  1790,  for  the  especial 

purpose 
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purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  steps  taken 
by  the  dissenters  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  these  acts, 
and  whether'  any,  and  what,  proceedings  were  ne- 
cfessaty  to  be  taken  by  thit  court ;  whert*,'  after  a  calm 
imd  ^iispassionate  investigation  of  the-  i^bject,  the 
foHowing  resolutions  were  carried  by  a  very  great 
teajority. 

i.  *•  That  it  i»  the  indispensable  duty  of  this 
eourtj  to  support  the  rights  and  privileges  Of  the 
chureh  of  England,  as  by  law  established ;  they 
being  essentially  connected  with^  and  forming  a  part 
frf,  our  happy  corisitution.- 

II.  "  That  a  full,  perfect,  find*  free  toleration,  in 
the  exercise  of  religious  duties,  must  b6  the  wish  and 
glory  of  every  liberal' tnind;  but,  to  remove  the  two 
bulwarks  to  our  sacred  constitution,  in  church  and 
Bt&tei  hy  arepeaS  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts, 
wottW-tend  to  produce  that  civH  anarchy,  whrch  at 
fifst  pointed  out  to  the  legislature  the  necessity  of 
inaking  such  wise  and  salutary  restrictive  laws, 

lit- "  That' this  cowt  do  consider  themselves 
called  upon  to  strengthen  the  hands  ofthose  friends 
to  the  establisdiedt::hurch',  in  the  House  of  Commons;, 
><who  have,  twice^  successfully  opposed  the  repeal  of 
the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts^  by  expressing  their 
public  thanks  for  such  conduct;  and  to  solicit  the 
members  of  this*  court;  who  have  seats  in  parKainent, 
atr^aiiously  to  resrst  every  attempt '  thai  shall  be 
made  to  Obtain  that  repeal/'  *  '  * 

'.  '<>i  'the  discussic«]''Of  the  (Judstion  in  the  Hou^e 
of  Commons,  the  motipn,. which,. last  year,  waiS  lost 

by  ouly  20;  was  now  negatived  by  189. 

Soon  after  this  period,  the  streets  of  the  nietropo- 
iis  were  infested  by  a  villain  of  a  non-descript  spe^ 
cics  in  this  country,  and,*  for  that  reason,  known  by 
th^  appelfotion  of  the  Monster.  It  was'  his  practice 
to  follow  some  well-dressed  lady,  -whom  he  found 

unaccompanied 
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unaccompanied  by  a  man;  and,  apmetimes,  afW 
iising  gross  language,  someiimes  without  saying  a 
word,  to  give  her  a  cut  with  a  sharp  instrument^ 
concealed  in  his  hand,  either  through  her  stays, 
or  through  her  petticoats,  behind.  Several  ladies 
had  been  thus  attacked  and  wounded  by  this  fellow^ 
who  had  always  the  address  to  escape  undetected; 
when,  on  the  13th  of  June,  a  Miss  Porter,  who  had 
been  assaulted  by  him  in  the  manner  dcscril^d,  wa9 
walking  in  the  Park,  in  comi^ny  with  a  gentleman, 
and  met  him*  She  immediately  exclaimed,  "  The 
wretch  hs&^xialt  passed  us  */'  and  pointed  him  out  to 
the  gentleman,  who  followed  and  apprehended  him. 
On  the  8th  of  July,  he  was  brought  to  his  trial  at  the 
Old-bailey,  and  found  guilty  upon  the  clearest  evi« 
dence  ;  but  the  judge  reserved  the  sentence  upon  a 
point  of  law.  The  decision  of  the  judges  on  this 
point  being  that  the  indictment  was  defective  in 
form,  he  escaped  the  capital  part,  of  the  charge;  but 
was  afterwards  tried  for  this^  and  two  other  assaults, : 
and,  being  convicted  of  the  whole  oi  them,  was  sen* 
tenced  to  six  years  imprisonment. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Nugent,  who  had  held  the  office 
of  common-seijeant  from  the  year  17<38,  occasioned 
ia  vacancy  for  that  office;  the  election  for  which 
came  on  the  22d  of  July,  when  Mr.  Sylvester 
was  chosen,  during  pleasure.  But  this  limitation 
being  thoii^t  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  liis 
oftice,  part  of  which  is  to  act  as  judge  in  the  first 
criminal  court  in  the  kingdom,  it  was  rescinded  by 
the  next  court. 

A  cause  was  tried,  in  the  sherifi^s  court,  at  Guild- 
hall, on  the  21st  of  October,  in  which  John  Wilkes, 
Esq.  as  chamberlain  of  the  ci^pf  London,  was  plaii^* 
tiff,  and  John  Pardoe,  Esq.  defendant.  .  The  action 
was  brought  to  recover  the  penalty  of  six  hundred 
pounds,  which  is  ordained  by  a  bye-law  of  the 

^  court 
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codxt  of  comaioa-<20uncil,  to  be  paid  for  declining  to '. 
serve  the  office  of  sheriff,  to  which  Mr.  Pardoe  had 
been  elected,  io  the  year  1783,  hut  refused  to  serve,r 
oa  the*  ground  of  his  being  incapacitated.     As  it  ap-^ 
peared  that  Mr.  Pardoe,  when  he  was  chosen  sheriff, 
was  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  m  an  infirm  state  of- 
health,  and  totally  unfit  to  serve  the  office,  the  jury^ 
which  was  special,  gave  a  verdict  in  his  favour,         i 

The  month  of  December  was  remarkable  for  two 
violentstorms  o(  wind;  the  first  was  on  the  mornings 
of  the  Idth,  by  which  considerable  damage  was  done^ 
and  the  second,  which  was  much  more  destructive 
began  between  four  and  five  o^clock  in  the  moming.- 
of  the  33d,  and  was  jattended  with  successive  flashes 
of  lightning,  and  continued  rolls  of  loud  thunder*; 
Part  of  the  copper  roofing  of  the  new  stone  buildings^ 
la  Uncoln's-inn,  was  blown  over  the  six  clerks'  of-^ 
fice,  into  Chancery-lane,  and  some  pieces  of  it  over, 
the  roofs  of  the  houses  in  the. opposite  side  of  the- 
lane,  so  that  it  n^iist  liavebeen  carried  upwards  of  ^ 
hundred  feet  through  the  air.  Many  houses  wer^ 
much  dslmaged  by  stacks  of  chimnies  falling  througlii' 
the  xoofs,  and  some  lives  vwere  lost;  and^  in  the 
country,  the  effects  of  the  stocm  were  equally  vio-r 
lent:  its  severity  was  also  felt  in  France*  , 

The  case  of  the  city  of  London  against  the  corpo*.. 
ration  of  Lynn,  came  on  to  be  argu^  in  the  court,  of 
King's-be&ch,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1791.  It  was, 
a  writ  of  error,  from  the  court  of  Common-pl^s, 
where  a  trial  at  bar  was  had  on  a  writ  de  essendo  qui^ 
etum  de  Theohnio  (of  being  quit  from  toll),  brought 
by  the  city  of  LiOiKlon,  to  assert  the  right  of  their  ci» 
ti%ns  to  be  exempted  from  a  toll  on  corn,  demanded^ 
by  the  corporation  of  Lynn.  The  cause  was  tried  in 
May^  1789i  by  a  special  jury  of  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, who  found  a  verdict  in  favour  of  the  citizens  of; 
London ;  and  the  errors  were  now  assigned  on  the 

informality 


VOL.  u. 


s  s 


$14  HISTORY   ANB   SUftVEY  0(P 

informalitj  of  th«  deckmtion,  tfhieb  did  not  stale, 
that  the  city  of  Lorvdon  bad  received  an  injury,  oa 
Mrhieh  an  action  ^ouk)  be  maintained,  the  corporatioii 
of  Lynn  having  demanded,  but  WA  reoeiv^d,  oc  dis* 
trained  for,  the  tott  in  question.  On  this  defect  in 
the  declaration,  the  judgmen*  was  r^pveised;  but  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  London  were  not  at  all  af* 
fectedby  this  decision, 

'  In  the  afternoon  of  the  Sd  of  Febriiary,  there  was 
the  highest  floodin  the  Thames,  th»t  ever  was  known. 
Above  Westminster-bridge,  it  overflowed  the  banks 
on  both  sides.  It  was  near  two  feet  deep  in  Palace- 
yard,  and  ran  into  Westminslef-haU,  so  as  to  prevent 
people  from  passing,  for  two  hours,  Boats  cadne 
Arough  the  passage,  from  Ojd  Patace-yatd  to  the 
Thames,  and  rowad  np  to  Westminsler-hall  gatet' 
The  inhabitants  of  Milbank-street  were  conveyed  to 
and  from  their  houses^  it^  boats^,  The  two  Scotiand^f^ 
yards,  and  Privy-gardens,  were  entirety  under  water, 
idnd  impassable  in  many  places^  for  some  taouis. 
•'  The  damage  done-  irt  the  warehouses  on  the 
Vi^harfs  was  immense ;  they  were  overflowed,  almost 
without,  exception,  The  water  rose  above  the  Cui^ 
totnf-house  quay,  Tower-wharf,  Bapfc-side,  Queepi^ 
hithe,  Wapping  High-street,  TbameMtpeet^  Tooley- 
street,  &c,  and  frtledalt  the  adjoimng  celfcws;  and 
nK>8t  bf  the  gardens'  a«id  fieldb,  be^weew  Blackfr Jar's- 
i*Oad^  and-  Westminster-bridige,  yveft  Overflowed, 
'  A  general  meeting  of  the  royal  academictanff  was 
heJd,  at  Somerset-hotise,  oft  the  6th  of  May,  for  the 
election  of  a  comqiittee,  for  the  purpose  of  deleft 
mining  otf  the  propriety  of  the  subjects  mA  siUua* 
tions  of  the  monuments  to  he  ereelJed  in  St.  Piwifo 
carthedral ;  when  Messrs.  West,  Hamilton,  Noltekine, 
Banks,  Dance,  and  Sir  Wittiam  GhBmbers,  were 
chosen ;  who,  with  the  president  of  the  Royal  Aca* 
jiemy,  for  the  tinje  being,  are  invested^  by  the  terd 

chancellor, 


t\imc!^\<:^,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbin^i  tUe  Bidho^ 
t)f  LondoDi  ka4  ^^^  ^^^^  ^i^d  chapter^  with  the  dol^ 
^j^Kn^er  of  adjudging  i^itilatitms} 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  May,  ther^  w'ad  aA 
iilarmifig  in^uirectioki  iti  die  King Vbeoch  prii^dn^ 
<tti  attempt  being  made  by  the  greater  part  of  th« 
^riaon^ns  to  escape;  M  uch  mischief  was  done  td  the 
inner  pttrt  df  the  bisikling,  and  the  outer  door  Would 
#iave  been  forced,  had  not  a  party  of  horse  and  fodt 
arrived,  very  opportunely,  to  restore  order,  which 
they  effected,  happily  without' bloodshed;  before eW- 
Ven  o'clock.  The  principals  itt  this  riot  were  removed 
to  Newgate  oh  the  following  day; 

The  right  of  the  liverymen  to  be  exempted  froflt 
the  operation  of  presMVarrants,  was  a?ain  discussed^ 
e>n  the  6th  of  Jnn^j  in  the  court  of  Gonimort^^leas, 
in  the  fcase  of  two  of  the  Kvery^  who,  having  been  im- 
^essed^  Were  breugtrt  into  court  by  writs  of  habeas 
Corpus.  The  ihain  question,  however,  was  not  dt^- 
termined ;  the  two  men  being  disch^ged  by  consent, 
i>tt  their  oWn  tecdgniiances,  to  appear  otl^  the  ^conQ 
day  of  the  fdMowing  term,  if  called  tipon.  ^ 

A  cbuift  of  conhnon-coundl  wasJ  hdd  at  Guildhall 
tm  «he  1 1th  ofOdtdber,  to  take  into  consideration  ia 
question  adjourned  from  a  former  court,  relative  fe 
*he  l6th  Standing  orde^  y\t.  •*TKsrtiio  meniber  shall 
-be  permitted  to  be  put  in  nofnihation  as  a  candidate 
fiM-  any  place  of  emoltimem;,  in  the  ^ift  of  this  court, 
-unless  he  shallj  previouirfy  ttie»etO,  nate  engaged  tjo 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  resign  his  seat,  in  cafe 
he  prove  successfa!.^  After  tt  watm  debate  l!he  court 
divided,  ^i^ben  the  numbers  appeared  tb  be,  for  i^- 
taining  the  standing  ordejr  100,^r  suspending  it  3^. 

The  Fong  depending  cause  ibetWeen  ihe  magii-* 
tf  ates  of  Surrey  and  the  city  of  l/mdon,  was  argued 
Ibefore  the  court  of  King's-^befidh,  on  the  19th  dtm- 
veniber,  on  a  special  terdtct.    The  facts  were  that  a 

-general 
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general  meeting  ofi  the  justices  of  Surrey  was  held  d« 
,t}ie  4tt|  of  September,  for  tlie  purpose  of  granting  li- 
cences to  publicans;  that  the  magistrates  of  Lon- 
don did  not  attend  this  meeting,  but  met  on  a  sub- 
sequent  day,  and  granted  licences  to  certain  publi- 
cansi  who  had  been  refused  them  by  the  justices  of 
Surrey.  For  this  conduct  the  magistrates  of  London 
were  indicted,  and  the  question  for  the  decision  of 
the  <;ourt  was,  "  whether  the  city  of  London  had  an 
.^xclMsive  jitfisdiction  to  grant  licences  in  the  borough 
Of.Sputhwaprk,  or  possci^ssed  only  a  concurrent  jurii^ 
^dicjtipn  with  the  justices  of  Surrey  ?" 

After  the  case  had  been  argued  on  both  sides,  the 
(COurt  determined  that  the  city  of  London  had  not  an 
exclusive,  but  a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  there^ 
fore  had  acted  illegally.  This  question  was  therefore 
determined  against  the  city^ 

Between  orie  and  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
.thp  14th  of  January,  1792,  a  fire  broke  out  in  one  of 
the  new  buildings  which  had  been  added  to  the  Pan- 
theon, to  enlarge  it  sufficiently  ifor  the  performance 
of  operas.     Before  any  engines  reached  the  spot,  thp 
4ire  had  got  to  such  a  height,  that  all  attempts  to  save 
.the  building  were  in  vain.     The  flames,  owing  to 
the  scenery,  oil,  paint,  and  other  combustible  matter 
in  the  house,. were  tremendous,  and  so  rapid  in  their 
progress,  that  not  a  single  article  could  be  saved. 
Fortunately,  the  height  of  the  walls  prevented  the 
conflagration  from  spreading  to  the  adjoining  build- 
ings. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  set  the  House  of  Com- 
,  tnons  on  fire  on  the  9th  of  May^  which  was  happily 
Tendered  abortive  by  the  diligence  of  the  watchman 
of  the  house.  On  perceiving  a  smell  of  something 
burning,  he  communicated  his  suspicions  to  Mr. 
.  Bellamy,  who  caused  a  search  to  be  made,  and /ound 
thie  ceiling  of  a  water-closet,  immediately  under  the 

house, 
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house,  had  been  broken,  and  a  pair  of  worsted 
breeches,  stuffed  vfith  combustible  matter,  burning 
between  the  joists.  But  for  this  providential  discove* 
ry,  it  is  probable  that  both  hotises  of  parliament, 
with  the  whole  of  Westminster-haill  and  the^Comtof 
Requests  would,  from  the  quantity  and  dryness  of 
the  timber  contained  in  them,  have  fallen  a  sacrifice 
to  this  destruct  i  ve  element. 

On  the  21st,  a  royal  proclamation  was  issued 
against  seditious  meetings  and  publications;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  commdn-council  of  Londdn,^ 
with  ^n  alacrity  of  zealous  affection,  which  reflecti^ 
honour  on  the  first  corporation  in  the  universe,  met 
on  the  S5th,  and  agreed,  unanimously,  to  present 
an  sddress  to  his  majesty,  ^^expre^ing  their  most 
grateful  thanks  for  the  aaditional  proof  he  has  given 
of  his  most  gracious  care  and  attention  to  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  his  loyal  subjects,  in  directing  the 
late  proclamation  to  be  issued  against  seditious  pub«^ 
lications  and  criminal  correspondencies*^^ 

'I'his  address  was  presented  on  the  1st  of  Junev 
by  the  Lord-mayor,  Aldermen^  and  Common*eoun^ 
cil ;  and  was  received  with  great  satisfaction. 

A  very  dangerous  riot  to<3c  place  on  the  5th  of  thia 
months  in  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square,  occasi- 
oned by  the  apprehension  of  a  number  of  ser- 
vants who  had  assembled  at  a  public  house  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  make  merry  on  the  king's  birth 
night,  by  a  dance.  On  the  following  morning,  a 
mob  assembled  in  front  of  the  watch-house,  and  de- 
manded their  release,  which,  not  being  complied 
with,  they  broke  the  windows.  In  the  meantime 
some  magistrates  met  at  the  watch-house,  and  ex- 
amined the  servants,  all  of  whom  were  discharged,' 
except  six,  including  the  pubUcan  and  fiddler.  The 
mob  continuing  to  increase,  the  miilitary  were  sent 
for,  an4  the  riot  act  bein^  read,  the  crowd  di^rsed^ 

,       Tranquillitiy 


TrinqiiilKty  ^ippeari^  to  bt  r^toted,  tke  soMieii 
Mere  ordered  away  in  the  aftdrh^ob/  in  the 'events 
ittg  ;tbe  itnoh  asserxAAed.  bgain  aitd  attacked  the  wattrh^ 
houae,  whicla.  tbey  hroke  into  .and  began  to  det- 
tnoUsh,  throwipg  3>^  Jbeodbea  aAd  furtaiture  into  lite 
street;  A  fsaty  of  ^uapda  Reached  the  epot  in  tinie 
to  ixrevent  ,th^  total  destruction  of  it,  but  had  much 
difficulty  to  disperse  theriA>Ue,  who  proceieded  im^ 
tnediately  *o  (the  attack  of  ^  house  in  Atidley-atreet^ 
bek)«^ing  to  one  <Jf  the.  leottatablesi  where  it  M^as  also 
necessary  to  require  the  it»sislianGe  ctf  the  nbiitaiyv 
to  prevent .  mischiefi  ll«f>ptly  the  ttranult  •  ended 
here  withtMit  bldodahed;  for  those  who  asBembled 
ion  the  foUoWiHk^  day  appbared  to  have  nb  footire 
but .  cufiOfiily^  toaee  the .  devastatioii  of  the  former 
nighti  ,.'     .  f .   .  .   ■  .  '  ■■' 

'it  kad  been  long  ackit6wle%edi»  ihataotne  feform*- 
ation  m  the  police  of  Westtninidter  was'waiiited)  though 
the  niode  of  eifecting  it,  so  asr  to  unite  general  secu«- 
rity  with  g^n^eral  lUbeity^  hadncttdieen  hit  inifpen.  With 
a  yierw  to  actom^Iish  this  inost.<|ifficiiltof  the  bbours 
of  legislations  i  bill  was  intlHDduced  into  pafliaihenl!^ 
early  in  .themoRthof  Mardh, in  pursuance  dF which, 
i^gdlar  offices  were  to  be  featablished  for  the  adini- 
niatratioii  of  that  branch  of  justtce,  winch  falls  with^ 
in  the  juriadictjon  of  a  justice  of  peace,  Tbtee  jus*. 
tices  to  be  appoinl^ed  lo  each  office,  with  fixed  sala- 
ries, axid  tbe  fees  taken  in.  all  the  0ftice»  10  be  conso^ 
lidated  in  one  fund^ fbr  the  payment  of  thrm ;  and,  to 
annihilate  that  reproach  to  the  ntiagistraey,  knoifiii 
by  the  name  xif  Trading  Justices,  ikd  person  in  the 
ocHiimission  of  the  peace  isms  to  receive  any  fees,  ex- 
cept at  the  estabhshed  offices. 

Some  oppcsitron  was  made  ta  this  hill  in  ^  jpro* 
gress ;  but  as  it  was  only  iiroposed  Ifor  an  expei^metit, 
heingiimted  in  its  dumtion,aiDd  pat Irament  wotiM  t^ 
mmblcd  to  jiftdge  Hi  '\t»  expediency  at  the  txpifation 

1  *       ;  of 


^, 


of  the  term,  avd  cQDtm«ic  it  or  »ok  as  the  f  rault  shouihl 

warrant,  it  was  passed. 

The  act  «was  carried  *  ioto  execation^  on  the  91st 
of  August,  being  extended  to  the  other  sujburfas  o^ 
the  metcopelia ;  ai|d  t^  &]lowing  offices  were  npr^ 
pointed :  Vtz^  Queea-squaie,  WestHiinster;  Great 
MuiIkkOPougfaHStteet ;  Hatton-garden ;  Worship-street^ 
Shoredf toh  ;  I^oibeth-street,  Whiteohapel ;  Higk^ 
street.  Shad  well  i  ^^d  UnionHltreet^  Southwack :  all 
of  which  have  heeii  »nce  costiqued. 

At  thiii  period  the  madhiaations  of  those  who 
sought  the  Qverthrovy  of  the  British  ccmstitution  be^ 
qame  dai{y  mf^  ^oparent :  nmnerous  cheap*  publi- 
catioDs  wfere  industriously  disseminated^  iii  which, 
every,  degree  ef  subordinatioa  was  represented  as  in* 
Gonaiatent  with  the  oatu^a)  rights  and  equality  of  man, 
and  the  soeieites  formed  for  giving  more  extension 
to  these  doctrinei^  were  rapidly  uniting  into  one 
body,  under  the  ivaine  of  the  Conrespobding  Society. 

llieae  proceedings  anouaed  the  byalty  of  the  ck»-t 
^9B8 .  ef  Londoq,  who  appoQTed  themselves  the 
firm  and  deckled  frieoik  of  our  happy  constitution^ 
At  a  conct  of  commonrcounci],  held  on  tke  S9th  of 
Norember,  the  ^ofld  naayoi,  in  a  speech  replete  with 
maniy  firmness^  repree^itedi  the  necessity  of  support-^ 
iag  the  kiof  and  eooytitution^  and  the  full  f<H'ce  of 
the  reoommeiujlatipn  was  felt  by  evi^ry  meinbec  of 
iJweouvt ;  as  the  following  reaolulaoosi^  whi«h,wie«e 
unanxmMisly  voied^  will  testify. 

i.  That  it  i»  thir  dvU^  of  all  eofpcnrationft  to  pre- 
aerve  their  fidelity  to  tkieir  soirereigi;iy  to  be  watchful 
Ibr  the  aafeliy  of  the  sacied  oon8lait«tion  of  the  «oud*^ 
try,  and  to  maintain,  tiqr  4he  utcnosl2  of  their  po«aer, 
the  pisaoe,  tflie  {nqpetty,  and  the  pevBonial  seaurity  of 
^tmty  freemWy  livibg  luadev  its  ptoteelBcm;  aa  it  ifl| 
^(^ually  tjjie  duty  of  every  freeman  to  bear  true  alle- 
giance 
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gtance  to  the  king,  aiid  be  obedient  to  the  existiiig^ 
laws  of  the  land. 

11.  That  this  corporation,  regarding  the  blessings 
which  the  subjects  erf  the  British  empire  enjoy^  un- » 
der  the  present  mild  and  hs^py  government,  as  in* 
estimable,  will  strengthen  its  exertions  by  every  pos- , 
^ible  means,  to  suppress  all  unlawful  and  seditious 
assemblies  within  this  city,  and  to  bring  to  justice 
every  disturber  of  the  public  tranquiltity. 

II  [.  That  this  corporation,  in  the  most  solema 
manner,  doth  hereby  call  upon  every  good  citizen 
to  co-operate  wkh  them  to  the  same  salutary  end;, 
to  discoMHige  every  attempt  which  may  be  mode  to 
excite  the  fears  of  the  metropolis,  by  weak  and  de-- 
signing  men ;  and  each,  in  his  own  person,,  te  be 
ready,  at  all  times,  to  acconipany  and  ^iSisist  the  ma«*.» 
gistrates  of  the  city,  in  the  ^  suppression  of  every 
tumult. 

.  IV.  That  this  court  doth  remind  Aeir  constituents, 
the  freemen  of  London,  of  the  oath  by  which  they 
are  bound,  to  this  purpose ;  viz.  the  first,  second,  and: 
last  clauses  of  a  freeman's  oath*  **  Ye  shall  swear 
that  ye  shall  be  good  and  true  to  our  sovereign  lord 
King  Geoige.  Obeysant  and  xib^dient  ye  shall 
be  to  the  mayor  and  ministers  of  the  city.  Ye  shall 
also  keep  the  king's  peace  in  your  own  person.  Ye. 
«hall  know  no  gatherings,  conventicles,  nor  conspi- 
racies,, made  againt  the  king's  peace,  but  ye  shall 
warn  the  mayor  thereof,  or  let  it  to  your  power." 
.  V.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aldermen  and 
common-council,  in  their  respective  wards,  to  consi- 
der of  the  best  means  of  preserving  ^ttanquilUty,  and 
of  securing  obedience  to  the  laws.  /        . 

.  VI.  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  in  all  the 
public  papers  of  the  united  kingdoms,,  signed  by  .the 
^wn-clerk.  ,        , 

VIL 
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YlL  thottib^thaBfeeiofthiscoiirtbegiyehtoth^ 
tUght  Hon*  Sir  James  Sanderscm,  lord  mayor  of  this 
eity/for  Ae  yme  and  timely  caution  taken  by  him 
to  prevent  toy  breach  of  tm  peade,  by^  the  assem<* 
bling  dp  peraons;  under  the  prcftence  of  publicly  de^ 
bating  on  a  poHtical  i^ubject ;  aild  that  this  court  will^ 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  give  every  assistance 
to  his  lordship,  to  carry  into  effect  his  majesty^  most 
gracious  proclamation. 

The  last  resolution  alluded  to  a  transaction  which 
had  occurred  a  short  time  befi>re.  Among  other 
modes  res(»^ed  to'  by  the  inciters  of  discontent^  was^ 
that  of  propagating:  their  insidious  doctrines  through 
the  medium  of  debating  societies,  political  lectures, 
&c.  where)  though  the  nominal  subject  related  to 
9^6  eimit  in  the  ancient  history  of  Greece  cnr  Rcmie^ 
m  vras  drawn  from  thdae  which  had  recently  hap^ 
pened  in  France,  such  allusions  were  tnade,  as  were 
evidently  designed  to  bring  the  government  of  this 
country  into  disrepute.  Such  a  meeting  was  pub^ 
lidy  anndUncied,  t6  be  held  at  the  King^-arms 
tayem,  in  Comhill,  on  the  evening  of  the  97th; 
but,  when  the  orators  and  their  auditory  dssem^f 
bled,  they  found  the  place  ift  the  occupation  of 
the  peace^fficers,  who  denied  them  admission* 
Thi^  occasioned  some  iilight  tumult^  and  it  U^a^i 
ibtlhd  necessary  foi^  the  lord  mayor  to  attend,  with 
the  city  marshal)  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  the 

crowd. 

The  apprehensions  of  some  sudden  insuifection^ 
1VJI8,  at  this  time^  so  strong;  that  goverhment  thoug;ht 
it  expedient  to  make  great  preparations  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Tower,  by  opening  entrenchments^ 
raising  parapets,  and  mounting  cannon  on  the  walls« 
All  the  breaches  were  filled  up;  and^  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Tower,  some  hundreds  of  old  rum-» 
puncheons,  filled  with  earthy  were  placed  asi  a  bar- 

VOL.  H»  xt  ricadt* 
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ricade.  Atthesame  time  the  Bonk  wasdaubleguaidedf; 
the  yiUages,  in  the  environs  of  the  ci^tal,  were  fiUed 
with  soldiery^  sufficient  to  piotect  the  lives  and  pro* 
perty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  in  case 
of  a  sudden  alarm;  and  the  court  of  lieutenancy  of 
the  city  ordered  a  company  of  the  London  militia 
to  be  constantly  on  duty  at  the  Artillery-housei 
night  and  day,  to  be  ready  at  a  moment^s  notice,  in 
case  of  a  disturbance. 

In  this  crisis,  the  merchants,  bankers,  traders,  and 
other  inhabitants  of  London,  thought  it  necessary  to 
come  forward,  with  a  public  declaration  of  their  firm 
attachment  to  the  constitution,  and  of  their  resdu- 
tion  to  8uppcH*t  the  same.  A  meeting,  for  this  pur- 
pose, was  accordingly  held,  on  the  5th  of  December, 
at  Merchant  Taylors^-hall,  which  was  attended  by 
upwards  of  three  thousand  persons ;  when,  the  de- 
claration being  twice  read,  and  unanimously  agreed 
to,  was  left  at  the  hall,  for  receiving  the  signatures 
of  all  the  above  descripticMds,  who  should  approve  of 
it.  In  a  few  days,  this  well-timed  and  judicious 
declaration  was  signed  by  upwards  of  eight  thousand 
persons  of  the  first  consequence  in  the  metropolis. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  general  dispo^ 
sition  of  the  people  of  London,  in  supp(»:t  of  a  go?< 
vemment  by  king,  lords,  and  commons,  at  this  pe- 
riod of  apprehension  and  dismay ;  it  will,  therefore, 
be  unnecessary  to  particularize  the  immense  number 
of  similar  declarations  made  by  bodies  of  every  de- 
scription. In  fact,  it  would  require  the  enumeratiou 
of  nearly  every  ward,  parish,  company,  and  society* 
in  the  metropolis. 


CHAP.  xLvnr. 
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CiFIAP.  XLVIII. 

Preparations  for  tVar.^^Bcmntv  to  Seamen. — Address.'^' 

Tumult  in  Oxford-Street. — iSiilscription  for  the  TroopSp 

^^Fireat  Hawlet/*s  IVharf — Calamitous  Accident  at  the 

Haymarket  Theatre. -^Propositions  for  the  Dejence  of  the 

CUff.'-^The  Coieurs  taken  at  Mart%nicOf  deposited  in  St, 

Paul's  Cathedral.'^Illummatians  for  Lard  Howe's  Vie* 

tory.-^Address  of  Congratulation^'-^Subscriptionfor  the 

wounded  Seamen^  ar^  for  the  Widows  ana  Children  of 

the  kilted. — Dreadful  Con/kigration  at  Raicliffe. — FSfor 

lent  Storm.~^''Recruiting''houses  destroyed.'^-Seditioits 

Practices. -i^tcHe  Trials. — A-Vessel  driven  tkroughLon'- 

don^bridge^^^'PeHtion  to  the  House  of  Commons  for 

Peace^'^'^Address  to  the  Kin^.^^^ActJor  improving  the 

Entrances  to  the  City. — High  Price  of  ProvisUmsw^^ 

Rvqts»^Covent-^earden  Church  Immt.'^'Outra^e offered 

to  the  Kingi-^Address  of  Congratulation. — Tnat  of  one 

of  the  Rtiffians.'^ Address  of  the  City  of  London,  on  the 

Prospect  of  Peace. — Loyalty  Loan; — Difference  of  Opt-- 

#it09i,  between  the  Livery  and  Common-^councily  on  the 

St^fsidy  to  the  Emperor  rf  Germany.    . 

The  political  intercourse  i)etween  Great  Britain 
and  France^  whi^h  had  been  suspended  from  the 
time  of  Louis's  imprisonment  by  his  subjects,  in  Au** 
gust  of  the  preceding  year,  was  so  nearly  broken  off 
at  the  commencement  of  1793,  that  both  sides  made 
preparations  for  war.  .  The  city  of  London,  true  to 
the  professions  they  had  made  of  supporting  the  king 
and  government,  took  an  early  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing their  sincerity  by  unanimously  voting,  in  a  court 
of  common-council,  held  on  the  10th  of  January,  a 
bounty  of  forty  shillings  to  every  able  seaman,  and 
twenty  shilline^s  to  every  landsman  who  should  en- 
ter at  .Guildhall  for  the  service  of  his  majesty's  navy, 
*'  as  w  humble  testimony  of  their  zeal  and  affec- 
tion 
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tion  for  his  majesty's  most  sacred  person  and  |pvem« 
ment,  and  of  their  unshaken  attachment  to  me  glo* 
rious  constitution  of  these  kingdoms.''  And,  on 
the  13th  of  February,  a  court  of  common-council  was 
beid,  called  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  addressing  his  majesty 
on  the  state  of  affitirs,  which  was  very  numerously 
attended:  when  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded, 
^  that  an  humble  i^d.  dutiful  address  be  presented 
to  his'  majesty,  thanking  himfcNrtbe  paternal  care 
Uiven  by  his  majesty  for  the  presenrtttion  of  the  pnbi^ 
lictlranquillity,  expressive  of  abhorrence  of  the  late 
atrocibys  acts  at  Paris,  and  assuring  his  majesty  of  the 
readiness  and  determination  of  his  faithful  citizens  to 
support  thehonour  of  his  crown,  and  the  wel&ie  of  hi9 
IqngdomSy  against  the  ambitious  designs  of  France, 
in^dieir  declaration  cf  war*  against  this  country, 
Itiis  motion  being  unanhnously  agreed  to,  a  com- 
inittee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  address,  which 
was.  presented  by  jthe  whole  court  on  the  I6tb,  and 
most  graciously  received. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  SSd  ol*  June,  a  dnaadi* 
ful  aifray  took  place  in  the  neighbourjliood  of  Ox- 
ford-street A  large  party  of  labouring  |>eppie  had 
been  collected  at  a  house « in  Oxford-buildings,  on 
occasion  of  a  child's  death ;  a  dispute  arose  among 
them,  which  terniinated  in  a  general  batde ;  the 
victors  in  which,  not  satisfied  with  their  tiqumpb 
ov^r  their  opponents,  began  to .  commit  ciitcages  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  watchmen  were  beaten, 
and  the  captain  of  the  patrole  so  severely  wounded, 
that  he  died  shortly  after.  A  party  of  the  guards  ar- 
rived about  three  o'clock  in  the  i^orning,  and  were 
immediately  assailed  with  brick-bats ;  thejr/bgwever, 
SMCceeded  in  securing  fifty-four  of  th^  rioters,  after 
wliich  tranquillity  was<  restored ;  but  it  was  found 
nex^essary  to  kepp  the  soldiers  on  guardi  at  the  watch- 

houses 
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IkHittes  ui  the  netgUbouflbood  all  the  ftdlowing  day 
and  night. 

The  loyalty,  patiiolvm,  and  humanity  of  the  citi* 
•cens,  w^e  Btrikingly  exemplified  by  a  vote  of  com- 
mon-councHgi  passed  on  the  31st  of  November,  that 
the  sum  tA  five  hundred  pounds  be  subscribed  by 
this  court,  towards  supplying  the  British  troops,  now 
semii^  on  the  conlinen^  with  omifOrtable  cloathing 
and  odier  necessaries;,  during  the  winter ;  and  that 
wtsd  eommittees  be  forthwiA  appointed  to  receive 
the  further  subscriptions  of  other  corporate  bodies, 
teof  individuals,  and  tx>  carry  the  same  into  the  most 
inunediale  effect. 

The  ^de  of  the  warehouses  at  Hawley's  wharf, 
nttr  the  Hermitage,  with  several  adjoining  houses, 
three  vessels,  and  some  small  craft  in  the  dock,  and 
a  great  quantity  of  sugvis,  rum,  and  hemp,  were  en* 
tiiely  destr<^ed  by  fire  on  the  9d  of  December. 
Durmg  this  conflagration  a  new  md  astonishing  pfae- 
ilomenoii«track  every  beholder  with  awe«  The 
united  mass  of  near  one  thousand  four  hundred  casks 
of  sugar,  melted  by  the  irressstible  heat,  burst  into 
a  flame,  and  flowed  through  the  streets  in  one  bright 
stream  of  liquid  fire. 

A  most  melancholy  accident  happened  at  the  en* 
trance  «f  the  pit  door  of  the  little  theatre  in  the  Hay« 
maricet,  on  the  9d  of  February,  1794,  occasiolied  by 
the  extreme  pressure  of  a  crowd  aissembled  to  gain 
fKhnittanoe  to  the  house.  On  opening  th^  door,  some 
of  those  most  forwie^  were  thrown  down  by  the 
press  behind,  and  others  feU  over  them,  while  the 
same  impulse  continued  tx>  force  those  who  followed 
forward,  by  which  means  the  unfortunate  suf* 
ferers  were  literally  trammed  to  death.  Fifteen 
were  taken  up  lifeless,  and  upwards  of  twenty 
others  sufiered  material  injury  by  bruises  afid  broken 
Jirob?, 

An 
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An  especial  court  of  common-council  was  held, 
on  the  17th  of  April,  to  consider  "  if  any,  and  what, 
steps  are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this  city  at 
the  present  moment,  and  in  case  of  any  emer- 
gency/' ^ 

No  exposition  was  made  to  the  first  motion, 
^^  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  this  c(»pora«- 
tion,  at  all  times,  and  more  especially  at  this  import*^ 
ant  crisis,  to  manifest,  in  the  strongest  manner,  their 
zeal  for  the  constitution,  by  the  most  vigorous  exer« 
^ons  in  defence  of  their  king  and  country/'  But  the 
second  proposition,  which  was  for  raising,  a  regiment 
of  infantry,  and  a  troop  of  cavalry,  occasioned  a  difier- 
ence  of  opinion ;  it  being  contended,  that  the  militia 
of  the  city  was  its  constitutional  defence ;  and  aa 
amendment  to  that  efifect  was  negatived  by  a  mqov 
rity  of  only  five.  A  convemation,  rather  than,  a  de« 
bate,  then  took  place,  on  the  original  c^estion,  which 
concluded  by  a  general  consent  to  adjourn  it,  and  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  all  the  aldermen,  and  a  coia-« 
moner  out  of  each  ward,  to  take  the  business  into 
consideration,  and  to  suggest  a  plan  that  might  meet 
with  the  unanimous  wishes  of  the  corporation. . 

The  report  of  this  committee  was  received  on. the. 
S4th.  It  recommended  the  raising  a  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, but,  at  the  same  time,  declared  it  to  be  their 
unanimous  opinion,  that  the  militia  of  the  city  are  its 
proper  military  defence,  and  that  the  court  ctf  lieute- 
nancy be  requested  to  put  them  upon  a  plan  essential 
for  its  internal  safety.  On  the  question  for  agreeing 
with  the  report,  it  was  moved  to  add  the  words,  ^  so 
fbr  as  relates  to  the  London  militia ;  and  to  re-com- 
mit the  consideration  of  such  additional  aid,  as  may 
seem  meet  to  be  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the 
city,  until  the  determination  of  the  conunissioners 
of  lieutenancy  shall  have  been  ascertairied/'  This 
amendment  was  carried  in  the  aifirmative, 

8  The 
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The  king  having  been  pleased  to  order  the  colours 
taken  at  Martinico  to  be  deposited  in  St.  Paul's 
cathodial,  they  were  carried  there  in  grand  military 
procession  by  twenty-nine  Serjeants,  escorted  by  de* 
tuchments  from  the  horse  and  foot  guards,  on  the  17th 
of  May. 

The  news  of  the  splendid  victory  obtained  by 
Lord  Howe  on  the  1st  of  June,  reached  London  on 
the  evening  of  the  13th;  and  was  first  publicly 
announced  to  the  audiences  at  the  Opera  House  and 
theatres.  The  joyful  intelligence  was  received  with 
rapturous  bursts  of  applause,  and  ^  Rule  Britannia^' 
and  '^  God  save  the  King'^  were  sung,  and  repeatedly 
encored.  On  the  three  following  nights  the  cities 
of  London  and  Westminster  were  illuminated  with 
a  splendour,  only  exceeded  on  occasion  of  the  king's 
recovery. 

A  court  of  common-council  was  immediately  sum- 
mcmed,  and  met  on  the  17th,  when  an  address  of 
congratulation  to  his  msyesty  was  agreed  to:  after 
which  the  court  came  to  resolutions,  ^'  That  the 
thanks  of  the  court  be  given  to  Earl  Howe,  and  the 
officers  and  sailors  in  the  fleet  under  his  command, 
for  the  important  victory  over  the  French  fleet ;  and 
that  the  fireedom  of  the  city  be  presented  to  him  in  a 
gold  box,  of  one  hundred  guineas  value ;  and  also, 
that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Taylor,  master  of  Lloyd's  Coffee- 
house; as  the  subscription  of  the  city  for  the  reUef  of 
the  wounded  petty  ofiicers,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  and 
the  widows  and  children  of  those  who  fell  in  the 
late  action  with  the  French  fleet.'' 

On  the  S3d  of  July,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  a  fire  broke  out  at  Ratcliffe,  which  con- 
sumed more  houses  than  any  one  conflagration  since 
the  great  fire  of  London.  It  was  occasioned  by  the 
bcoliog-over  of  a  pitch-kettle  at  a  barge  builoer's^ 

from 
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from'  whose  warehouses  it  communicated  to  ^ 
barge  laden  with  salt-petpe,  and  from  that  to  the 
Mlt-petre  warehouses  belonging  to  the  East  India 
Company*  The  scene  now  became  dreadful ;  the 
wind  blowing  strong  from  the  south  directed  the 
flames  towards  Ratcli£fe  High-street,  which  being 
narrow,  to<^  fire  on  both  sides,  whidi  prevented 
the  engines  from  being  of  any  service.  From  hence 
it  extended  towards  Stepney^  until,  having  reached 
an  open  space  of  ground,  it  stopped  for -want  of 
materials  to  consume.  About  ten  o'clock  at  night 
its  devastations  on  the  side  next  Limehouse  were 
checked  by  the  great  exertions  of  the  firemen  and 
inhabitants.  It  was  a  very  remarkable  circumstance 
that  an  extensive  building,  the  dwelling-house  of  a 
Mr.  Bere»  standing  almost  in  the  cent^  of  the  con<« 
flagration,  remained  uninjured,  not  even  a  single 
pane  of  glass  being  cracked. 

On  making  a  survey  of  the  extent  of  the  damage^ 
it  appeared  that  out  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
houses,  of  which  the  hamlet  consisted,  not  more 
than  five  hundred  and  seventy  were  preserved  from 
the  destructive  element.  About  four  hundred  fami-* 
lies  were  deprived  of  their  aU,  and  thrown  on  the 
public  benevolence.  In  this  distress,  government 
sent  one  hundred  and  fifty  tents  from  the  ToweTf 
which  were  pitched  in  an  enclosed  piece  of  ground^ 
adjoining  to  Stepney  chuich^yard,  for  the  reception 
of  the  sufferei*s,  and  provisiens  were  distributed 
among  them  from  the  vestry^  A  subscription  was 
also  immediately  opened  at  Lloyd's  Coffee-house 
for  their  relief;'  and  some  of  the  gentlemen  in  the 
neighbourhood  attended  at  the  avenues  leading  to 
the  desolated  scene,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  th« 
benevolence  of  those  whom  curiosity  might  lead  ta 
witness  the  distresses  of  their  fellow-creatures  ;  and 
it  may  be  recorded  among  the  faistanees  oP  Jtl^:.uru^ 

versal 
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versal  charity  peculiar  to  this  nation,  that  the  ooU 
lection  from  the  visitants,  on  the  Sunday  following^ 
amounted  to  upwards  of  eight  hundred  pounds  t 
ibur  hundred  and  twenty-six.  pounds  of  which  was 
in  copper,  and  thirty-eight  pounds  fourteen  shillings 
in  farthings.  The  total  sum  collected  was  upwards 
of  sixteen  thousimd  pounds. 

The  oldest  inhabitant  of  London  never  witnessed 
so  dreadful  a  storm  as  that  which  took  place  on  the 
7th  of  August,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  was  accompanied  by 
long  and  tremendous  peals  of  thunder,  ^nd  vivid 
flasnes  of  lightning.  One  of  these  was  seen  to  come 
down,  and  strike  the  street  on  the  east  side  of  .Tem* 
pie-bar,  producing  an  effect  similar  to  an  explosion 
.of  gunpowder;  every  particle  of  straw,  mud,  and 
even  the  water,  beine  completely  swept  from  the 
pavement,  while  the  houses  on  both  sides  of  the 
street  were  violently  shaken,  and  the  doors  of  S0me 
of  them  forced  open :  fortunately,  the  rain  had.  dri* 
ven  every  person  from  the  street.  Among  other  da- 
mage done  by  the  violence  of  this  storm,  the  centre 
beam  of  the  roof  of  Lloyd's  coffee-house  was  splili 
and  great  part  of  the  ceihng  fell  into  the  cofl^-rooniy 
followed  by  a  torrent  of  rain,  which  in  a  few  minutes 
covered  the  whole  floor.  Many  balls  of  fire  fell  in 
ihe  streets,  particiilarly  at  the  west  end  of  the  town ; 
by  which  several  people  were  thrown  down,  but  Only 
one  person  was  killed. 

On  the  15tb,  a  young  man,  who  had  been  in« 
veigled  into  a  recruiting  office,  in  Johnson's-court, 
Ch^ing-cross,  where,  in  consequence  of  his  endea* 
vouring  to  escape,  he  had  been  detained  by  force, 
threw  himself  from  the  window  of  a  garret  in  which 
he  was  confined,  and  was  killed  upon  the  spot. 
This  circumstance  very  naturally  attracted  the  atten- 
tion  of  passengers,  and  a  crowd  was  speedily  col- 
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leetetf)  ^hOy  fir^d  by  indigtiation,  demoltdied  the 
bouse,  and  w«f^  not  dispersed^  by  a  party  of 
guards,  without  great  difficulty.  On  the  following 
day  (Satuiday),  imd  Monday,  the  populace  seenned 
d^t^na^itiild  not  to  spare  any  of  the  recruiting  houses 
in  the  neighbourhood,  but  were  kept  under  some 
restraint  by  large  bodies  of  the  horse  and  foot  guards; 
though  6v#n  these  could  not  prevent  them  from 
breaking  the  windows  of  them.  On  Tuesday,  a 
bouse  in  Whitoomb-street  was  attacked,  and  only 
saved  by  the  timedy  intervention  of  the  military.  On 
Wednesday,  the  recruiting  houses  in  the  city  were 
attacked,  and  mor($  or  less  damage  done  to  all  of 
them,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  lord 
mayor,  assisted  by  the  military ;  for,  as  soon  as  the 
mob  found  themselves  interrupted  in  one  place, 
they  went  to  another.  At  length,  by  the  firm,  yet 
temperate,  behaviour  of  the  magistrates  and  military, 
on  Tfctirsday,  these  disturbances  were  quelled  with* 
out  bloodshed;  but  it  was  judged  necessary  to  keep 
the  soldiers  upon  duty  during  the  following  day. 

Some  circumstances^  which  occurred  in  the  course 
of  this  year,  have  been  purposely  omitted  in  the  or- 
der of  chronology,  that  they  might  be  brought  into 
one  point  of  view,  since  they  aH  relate  to  the  state 
trials,  which'  took  place  in  October  and  November. 

The  existence  of  the  Corresponding  Society  has 
been  already  mentioned ;  by  the  unwearied  exerticms 
of  its  leaders,  it  had  now  assumed  a  formidable 
aspect,  being  composed  of  an  immense  number  of 
the  middling  and  lower  orders  of  the  community, 
who,  not  only  in  their  meetings,  but  also  in  common 
conversation,  were  equally  free  in  their  censures  of 
the  war,  and  in  theit  wishes  fw-the  success  of  the 
FVench.  The  avowed  object  of  their  association 
was,  a  reform  in  parliament ;  but  they  were  charged 
with  views, of  another  kind;  with  a  design  of  de^ 
V  stpoying 
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•troyihg  the  constitution,  and  introducing  a  r^uUii- 
enn  form  of  government:  and,  that  this  accusation, 
so  fiur  as  it  regarded  soma  of  tha  leading  memi;>erS| 
was  well  founded,  oannoC  be  deniMi,  though  the  mt 
discriminate  application  of  it  to  all  was  oertainljr 
wrong. 

To  whatever  extent  the  anti<»monarohical  doctrine 
might  have  prevailed  among  them,  the  systematia 
Organization  of  all  their  proceedings,  and  the  regular 
correspondence  kept  up  betwe^i  ev^y  part  of  th^ 
United  kingdoms,  could  hot  fell  to  excite  the  jealousy 
of  government,  even  had  their  language  been  more 
guarded ;  and  hence  a  watchful  eye,  was  kept  upon 
all  their  actions.  They  did  not,  however,  seem  ta 
entertain  any  dread  of  ministerial  power;  they  con>^ 
tinued  to  hold  their  meetings,  and  declare  their  sen^ 
timents,  with  the  most  unlimited  freedom,  though 
these  were,  sometunes,  of  such  a  nature  as  laid  Atm 
open  to  the  charge  of  sedition.  But  the  circuiOEii- 
stanoe,  which  rendered  them  principally  obnoxious, 
was  the  intimate  connection  they  held  with  tkm  con- 
vention that  assembled  in  Scotland,  some  of  thd 
principal  leaders  of  which  had  been  tried,  and  found 
guilty  of  high-treason. 

It  was  evident,  from  the  papers  found  ia^  the  pos« 
session  of  some  of  the  Scotch  delegates,  that  ad  in* 
tention  existed  of  calling  a  similar  meeting  in  £ng# 
land ;  and  subsequent  discoveries  in  London  con# 
firmed  the  fact.  In  this  state  of  things,  ^erefore,  it 
was  determined  by  government,  to  apprehend  thf 
leading  membeis  of  the  Corresponding  aodety ;  and, 
accordingly,  on  the  i  2th  of  May,  Thomas  Hardy, 
their  secretary,  was  Udken  intooustody,  and,  on*  tba 
same  day,  a  message  from  the  kin^  was  deliveied  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  informing  them  that:  sedi- 
tious (metices  had  been  e»rried  on  by  sociatica  in 

London, 
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^ndon,  in  correspondence  with  other  societies,  to 
the  intent  of  assembling  a  convention,  to  represent 
the  people  of  England,  in  defiance  and  opposition  to 
parliament,  and  on  principles  subversive  of  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  kingdom. 

The  parhamentary  proceedings,  on  this  communi* 
cation,  are  not  within  the  scope  of  this  history;  the 
reader,  who  wishes  for  information  on  that  head,  is, 
therefore,  referred  to  the  newspapers  and  periodical 
publications  of  the  time«  .    ' 

The  apprehension  of  Hardy  was  followed  by  that 
of  Daniel  Adams,  secretary  to  the  Society  for  Con- 
stitutional Information,  the  celebrated  John  Home 
Tooke,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  domestic  tutor  to  Lord 
Mahon,  John  Thelwall,  and  several  others;  all  of 
whom,  after  being  examined  before  the  privy-coun- 
cil, were  committed  to  the  Tower. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  they  were  brought  to  trial, 
before  a  special  commission,  at  the  Old-bailey ;  a 
biU  of  indictment  having  been  previously  found  by 
the  grand  jury.  The  first  person  tried,  was  Thomas 
{lardy.  His  trial  lasted  eight  days;  but  the  evidence 
not  being  sufficient  to  substantiate  the  commismon 
of  such  an  averi  act,  as  is  required  to  constitute  the 
crime  of  high-treason,  he  was  acquitted, 

Mr.  Tooke  was  next  tried,  and  acquitted  for  the 
same  reason ;  as  was  Mr.  Thelwall,  whose  trial  fol-* 
lowed ;  after  which  the  other  prisoners  Ti^e  brought 
to  the  bar,  pro  forma;  hut  no  evidence  was  adduced 
against  them.      ^ 

Thus  finished  these  important  trials,  which,  what* 
ever  opinion  may  be  formed  of  the  views  and  de-« 
aigns  of  the  objects  of  them,  will  remain  a  lasting' 
memento  of  the  valuable  privilege  of  the  trial  by 
jury;  nor  will' it  be  any  impeachment  of  the  up^ 
rigbtnean  of  the  jurors  \n  these  cases,  to  suppose^  that, 

if 
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if  the  indictments  had  been  preferred  for  offences  of 
an  inferior  nature,  their  verdicts,  would  have  been 
different. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  179^5,  two  vessels,  cut 
from  their  moorings  by  the  large  bodies  of  ice  drift- 
ing in  the  river,  were  driven. with  such  force  against 
London-bridge  by  the  tide,  that  one  of  them,  a  large 
West  Indiaman,  carried  away  all  her  masts-  against 
the  ballustrades  of  the  bridge,  knocked  down  two 
of  the  lamps,  bending  the  irons  in  an  astonishing 
manner,  and,  with  a  crash  that  shook  the  whole 
fabrick,  passed  through  the  centre  arch  with  incredi- 
ble velocity,  and  drifted  up  the  river  to  Blackfriar's- 
bridge,  which  she  also  went  through,  and  continued 
her  course  till  she  came  above  Somerset  House, 
when  she  drove  on  shore  and  was  secured.  The 
crew,  perceiving  their  danger,  took  to  the  boat  a  few 
minutes  before  she  reached  the  bridge.  The  other* 
vessel  struck  against  the  starlings  of  one  of  the 
smaller  arches  and  did  not  go  through. 

About  this  period  the  desire  of  the  citizens,  to  be- 
restored  to  the  blessings  of  peace,  was  very  universal, 
though  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  obtained 
seem  to  have  produced  a  diversity  of  sentiment  be- 
tween the  different  classes  of  them.  On  the  26th  of 
January,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons  from  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery- 
men of  London,  praying,  that  the  House,  disclaim- 
ing all  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  concerns  of 
France,  will  be  pleased  to  take  such  measures  as  they" 
in  their  wisdom  shall  think  proper^  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  a  speedy  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  power  with  whom  we  are  at  war. 

This  was  followed,  on  the  28th,  by  an  address  to 
his  majesty  from  the  lord  mayor^  aldermen,  and 
common-council,  in  which  they  express  their  wishes 
tliat  his  majesty  will  wiploy  every  means  whicl^ 

3  shall 
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shall  be  most  proper  to'  defend  this  country  Against 
its  foreign  and  domestic  enemies,  and  to  restore  to 
us  the  blessings  of  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  done 
consistently  with  the  honour  and  digiiity  of  the 
state ;  and  with  thai  permanent  security  which  is, 
above  all  things,  important  to  the  maintenance  of 
our  trade,  commerce,  and  prosperity. 

In  the  course  of  this  session  of  parliament,  an  act 
was  passed  for  widehine  the  passage  into  the  city 
through  the  Strand,  by  the  removal  of  Butcher-row  ; 
and  also  for  making  a  new  communication  from  the 
top  of  Snow-hill  to  Holborn  Aridge. 
.  The  price  of  bread,  and  the  probability  of  its 
ihrther  ad vance  was,  at  this  time,  a  subject  of  serious 
concern.  It  had  early  engaged  the  attention  of 
government  and  of  corporate  bodies;  and  a  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  by  the  common-council 
of  London  to  consider  the  best  means  of  reducing 
the  high  price  of  provisions. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  the  lord  mayor  reported  to  the 
court  of  aldermien  the  result  of  a  conference  with 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  on  this  subject ;  after 
ivhich,  he  made  a  similar  communication  to  the 
court  of  common-council,  the  purport  of  which  was 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  public  to  reduce  the 
consumption  of  every  article  made  of  the  finest  sort 
of  flour,  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  encourage  the 
use  of  such  articles  of  food  as  may  be  a  substitute 
for  wheat.  These  suggestions  being  taken  into  con- 
sideration,  as  well  as  the  distresses  of  the  poor,  reso- 
lutions were  passed,  requesting  subscriptions  in  the 
different  wards  for  relieving  the  industrious  poor, 
which  the  court  began  by  subscribing  one  thousand 
pounds  to  be  divided  among  the  wards  according  to 
their  respective  wants. 

Some  disgraceful  tumults  were  incited  on  the  19th 
of  July,  by  a  fifer  of  the  name  of  LewiS|  who,  being 

refused 
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refused  liquor  by  a  publican  9t  Charing-CTOfis,  oimI 
turned  out  of  tbe  house  iur  misconduct,  coUect^sd  aa 
immense  mob  by  a  fictitious  story  of  his  compsmion 
having  been  kidnapped,  and  thdn  confined  in  the 
cellar,  from  which  he  had  himself  escaped  with 
great  difficulty.  The  indignant  crowd,  forgetting 
the  respect  due  to  the  laws,  and  yielding  to  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment,  broke  open  the  door,  and  de- 
stroyed every  article  of  furniture  the  house  con- 
tained, before  the  military,  who  were  sent  for,  coidd 
disperse  them. 

On  the  two  following  days,  the  mob  again  assem* 
bled,  both  at  Charing-cross,  and  in  St.  GeorgeV 
fields ;  where  they  attacked  the  recruiting  houses, 
some  of  which  they  gutted,  and  made  bonfires  of 
the  furniture;  nor  could  their  riotous  proceedings 
be  checked,  until  the  horse-guards  were  obliged  to 
gallop  among  them,  by  which  numbers  were  tram- 
pled under  the  horses*  feet,  and  severely  wounded. 
Lewis,  the  instigator  of  this  disturbance,  was.  appre«* 
bended  and  committed  to  prison. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  the  parish  church  of 
St.  Paul,  O^vent-garden,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  said 
to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the 
plumbers,  who  were  repairing  the  lead-work  of  the 
cupola.  The  communion^late  was  saved,  but  every 
other  article  belonging  to  the  edifice,  including  the 
valuable  and  celebrated  organ,  was  devoured  by  the 
flames. 

The  minds  of  the  lower  class  of  people  had  been 
industrioasly  poisoned,  by  the  most  infianunatovy 
harangues  and  resolutions,  at  dif&rent  meetings  of 
the  Corresponding  Society,  one  of  which  was  held, 
on  the  26th  of  October,  in  the  fields,  near  Copen* 
hagen^house,  Islington,  to  vote  an  address  to  the 
nation,  on  its  critical  and  calamitous  state ;  aremon^ 
stranceto  his  majesty,  fcM;  the  neglect  and  contempt 

shown 
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showii  to  a  former  address;  and  a  string  of  resolu* 
itioDs,  applicable  tx>  the  alarming  crisis,  all  of  which 
were  adopted  by  the  acclamation  of  the  multitude. 
The  event  which  followed,  showed  the  state  of  irri- 
'tation  these  proceedings  had  created. 

On  the  29th,  the  king  went  in  state  to  o|)en  the 
parliament,  on  which  occasion  a  crowd  assembled^ 
tea  times  as  numerous  as  that  usually  produced ; 
for  they  amounted  to  at  least  two  hundred  thou* 
jsand.  From  the  time  that  his  majesty  left  the  pa- 
lace, he  was  hissed  and  hooted  at  by  a  gang  of  ruf- 
fians, but  no  violence  was  offered  until  he  arrived 
opposite  the  Ordnance  Office,  when  a  bullet  from  an 
jair  gun  perforated  the  glass  pannel  of  the  coach,  but 
most  happily  failed  to  accomplish  the  diabolical  pur* 
pose  it  was  evidently  intended  to  effect. 

In  Palace  yard,  a  stone  was  thrown  which  shatter- 
ed  one  of  the  side  windows;  and  on  his  majesty's  re- 
turn, followed  by  the  same  gang,  another  stone  was 
thrown  opposite  to  Spring-garden  terrace,  which 
struck  the  woodAvork  of  the  coach,  without  doing 
any  injury  to  it. 

.  After  his  majesty  had  alighted  at  St.  James's,  the 
mob  attacked  the  state  coach  with  stones  end 
bludgeons,  by  which  every  particle  of  glass  belonging 
to  it  was  demolished,  and  considerable  ii\jury  dtone 
to  the  carved-work  and  pannels. 

In  a  short  time,  the  king  went  in  his  privates  coach 
from  St.  James's  to  Buckingham-house,  and,  in  the 
park,  was  attacked  by  sixteen  or  seventeen  ruffians, 
who  broke  out  from  the  mass  df  the  crowd;  but,  for- 
tunately, the  horse-guards  arrived  to  his  rescue,  just 
as  one  of  them  was  attempting  to  force  open  the 
door. 

This  daring  outrage  excited  the  horror  and  detest- 
ation of  all  ranks  of  people,  and  was  followed  by 
loyal  and  affectionate  addresses  of  congratulation 

from 
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ifirom  every  part  of  the  kingdom:  that  froni  the  ciity 
<4'  London  was  presented  on  the  6th  of  November^ 
and  most  graciously  received^ 

The  trial  of  Kyd  Wake,  one  of  the  gang  who  fol** 
lowed  his  majesty's  coach  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  hissing  and  otherwise  insulting  him,  c^me 
on  in  the  court  of  King-^s-behch,  on  th6  20th  of 
February,  1796,  when  the  facts  charged  in  the  in- 
dictment being  fully  proved,  the  jury,  without 
hesitation,  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty.  The  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  which  was  pronounced  on  the  first 
day  of  the  next  term,  was,  to  be  imprisoned  and 
kept  to  hard  labour  in  Gloucester  gaol  for  five  years^ 
and  to  stand  on  the  pillory,  in  one  of  the  public 
streets  of  Gloucester,  on  a  market  day„  within  the 
first  three  months  of  his  imprisonment,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which,  he  i*ras  to  find  security  for  one 
thousand  pounds,  for  his  g9Qd  behaviour  for  ten 
years. 

At  a  court  of  common*council,  h^ld  on  the  $8th 
of  April,  tbe.sum  of  two  huiidred  pounds  was  voted 
to  that  excellent  institution,  the  Humane  Society. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament,  the  king 
having  ^  informed  them,  that  the  steps  he  had  pur* 
sued  had  opened  the  way  to  an  immediate  and  di- 
rect negotiation  for  peace,  the  common^council  of 
London  thought  themselves. called  upon  to  address  . 
his  majesty^  to  thank  him  for  this  communication, 
and  to  assure  him  that,  in  the  eveat  of  his  being, 
unable  to  obtain  a  just,  honourable,  and  solid  peace, 
it  was  the  united  determination  of  the  citizens  of 
London  to  support  and  assist  him  with  increased 
vigour  and  activity.  In  his  answer,  his  majesty 
thanked  them  for  these  fresh  assurances  of  attach-, 
ment,  and  promised  an  unremitting  attention  to  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  city  of  London. 

VOL.  II.  XX  Among 
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Among  the  measures  resorted  to  by  the  mimsteff 
for  raising. the  supphes^  w^  that  o(  having  recourse 
to  a  voluntary  loan  of  eighteen  miliiotur.  This  plan 
was  copamunicated  to  the  lord  mayor,  cm  the  1^  of 
P^c^ixiher)  ^ith  a  request  that  he  would  make  it 
known  to  the  corporation  and  the  public  companies; 
biit  so  eager  were  the  mbnied  men  to  embark  in  it, 
thiat  the  common-council,  which  was  summoned  to 
meet  oil  the  5th,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  their  sup« 
pdrt  to  the  measure,  could  only  be  admitted  to  sub- 
scribe one  hundred  thousand  pounds  by  an  especial 
favour;  and  many  of  the  public  companies  were  un» 
BJcik^  to  get  their  subscriptions  entered. 

I>uriBg  the  recess  of  parliament,  administration 
bad  found  it  necessary  to  advance  a  sum  of  money 
to-  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  for  the  common  pur- 
pcaes  of  the  war;  which*  not  having  been  voted 
previous  to  the  dissolution,  was>  consequently,  with- 
out' the  sanction  of  parliament. 

On  this  subject,  the  sentiments  of  the  livm'y  and 
the  Qommon*council  of  London,  were  again  at  vari* 
ance.  The  former  resolved,  in  a  common-hall,  held 
on  the  14th,  to  instruct  their  representatives  to  move 
or  support  a  nBK>tion  fidr  censuring  miinistei8,ibr  hav- 
ing i^en  upon  themselves  to  send  money  to  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  without  the  consent  of  parliavi* 
ment ;  and  the  latter,  in  a  court  of  common-council, 
held  (Ml  the  §Oth,  agreed  to  a  motion,  approving  of 
the  pecuniary  aid  to  the  Eniperor  of  Germany,  wWcb 
had  enabled  him  to  withstand  the  despemte  atteibptl 
of  the  French ;  given  a  decided  and  tavourable  turn 
to  the  vi^ar;  and  opened  a  fairer  prospect  of  6btaifitng 
an  honourable  peace  to  Great  Britain  and  her  allies. 
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CHAP.  XLIX- 

Stoppage  of  the  Cask-payments  at  ike  Bank, — Resotutiom 
of  the  Merchants  and  Bankers  thereon. — Refusal  of  his 
Majesty  to  receive  a  Petition  from  the  Ltvfhry  oft  the 
Throne. '-^Violent  Proceedings  of  th^k  Body .-^Count^^ 
declaration  of  a  great  Number  of  Liverymen.'^The  Bart 
ofLauderdate  becomes  a  Candidate  for  the  Office  itfShe* 
riff. — General  Thankseiving.-^Roval  Procession  to  St, 
Paul's. '-^'Meeting  of  merchants^  for  the  Purpose  of  a 
voluntary  Contrihntton  in  Aid  of  the  Exigencies  of  the 
State. — Subscription  of  ihe  Corporation. — Arined  Asso^ 
ciations  in  the^  different  Wards. '-^Ruptiire  in  the  Bdnk  of 
ihe  Neta  River. — A  French  Admiral's  Sword  presented 
to  the  City  by  Lord  Nelson. — Proceedings  of  the  Court 
qf  Commou'-council. — Off^  of  Mrs »  Darwer  to  execute  a 
Bust  of  Lord  Nelson,  for  the  City. —  Grand  Review  of 
the  yolunteers.'^' Subsequent  Inspection  of  them.^-^Pfre 
in  the  King's-bench  Prison.-^High  Price  of  Provisions » 
"^Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  Jor  Peace. ^^A  Pis* 
tol  fired  at  the  King,  in  Drury-lane  Theatre. — Second 
Review  of  the  Volunteers  -^Riot  in  the  House  of  Correct 
tion  in  Cold-baih'fields.''^'And  at  the  Com-marheti^"^ 
Resolution  of  a  Comm^n^Jiall,  on  his  Myestu's  R^usul 
to-  receive  their  Petition  on  the  Throne.'^-' Aadfess  from 
the  Common-^council. — Royal  Proclamation,  recommend'^ 
ing  Economy  in  the  Consumption  of  Grain.  ,.  - 

Various  causes  having  produced  an  tinprece- 
dented  demand  for  specie,  an  order  of  council  Was) 
issued,  on  the  26th  of  Febru^iry,  1797,  Staling  it  W 
be  indispensably  necessary,  for  the  public  service, 
that  the  directors  of  the  Bank  ofEnglapd  .should  for^ 
bear  issuing  any  cash  in  payment,  until  the  sense  of 
parliament  could  be  taken  upon  the  subject,  apd  the 
proper  measures  adopted  therein,  for  maintaining  the 
means  of  circulation,  and  supporting  public  and  com- 
fiiercial  credit.    And,  on  the  following  day,  a  notice 

was 
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^as  given  from  the  Bank,  that  the  directors  meant 
to  continue  th^ir  usual  discounts,  paying  the  amount 
m  Bank-note^,  and  that  the  dividend  warrants  would 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner. 

The  consequences  of  this  stoppage  in  the  cash* 
pSLyments  of  the  Bank,  would,  very  probably,  have 
oeen  productive  of  serious  inconveniences  in  trade, 
had  not  the  bankers  and  most  opulent  merchants  of 
London,  sanctioned  it  by  the\v  approbation  of  the 
measure.  To  give  publicity  to  their  approval,  a 
meeting  of  persons  of  this  description  was  held  at 
the  Mansion-house  ;  at  which  a  declaration  of  their 
readiness  to  receive  Bank-notes,  in  payment  of  sums 
due  to  them,  and  to  endeavour  to  make  payments  in 
the  same  manner,  was  signed,  and  afterwards  pub-^ 
lished  in  the  newspapers. 

On  mvestigating  the  causes  of  this  extraordinary 
event,  in  parliament,  the  prosperous  state  of  the 
Bank  was  made  so  apparent,  that  public  confidence 
returned  with  the  knowledge  of  its  stability;  and  the 
f^mall  notes,  which  the  directors  were  empowered  to 
issue,  are  now  received  with  as  much  facility  as  their 
larger  ones  used  to  be. 

The  right  of  the  livery  of  London  to  have  their  peti- 
tions and  addresses  presented  to  the  king  onthethroney 
became  again  the  subject  of  disciission  in  the  course 
of  this  year.  A  common-hall  was  held,  on  the  23id 
of  March,  in  which  a  petition  to  his  majesty,  praying 
him  to  dismiss  his  ministers,  as  the  ^rst  step  towards; 
obtaining  a  speedy,  honourable,  and  pern^anent 
peace,  was  voted;  and  the  sheriffs,  with  the  city  re- 
presentatives were  requested  to  present  it  to  his^  ma-; 
jesty  on  the  throne.  On  the  1st  of  April,  the  lord 
mayor  laid  before  the  livery  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  the  sherifl&v  acquainting  him  that  his  majesty 
IfVould  receive  the  petition  on  the  next,  or  any  other 
levee-day ;  but,  as  it  did  not  come  from  th^  city,  in 
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its  corporate  Capacity,  he  would  not  receive  it  on  the 
throne.  On  this,  the  livery  directed  the  sheriffs,  at- 
tended by  the  remembrancer,  to  demand  a  personal 
audience  of  his  majesty,  to  know  when  he  would  be 
pleased  to  receive  their  address  and  petition  on  the 
throne.  They  acccntlingly  obtained  an  audience,  and 
delivered  the  message  directed  by  the  livery;  to  which 
they  received  an  answer  frpm  his  majesity,  refusing 
to  receive  it  upon  the  throne,  for  the  reasons  already 
given,  and  repeating  his  readiness  to  receive  it  at  the 
levee,  provided  the  number  of  persons  presenting  it 
did  not  exceed  the  usual  number  of  ten. 

This  report  being  read  at  another  common-hal^, 
held  on  the  12tli,  two  resolutions  were  passed,  de« 
claratory  of  the  rights  of  the  livery.;  and  another  was 
offered,  which,  not  being  specified  in  the  summons, 
the  lord  mayor  declared  he  could  not  put,  consist-^ 
ently  with  his  duty  to  the  livery,  who  might  thus 
be  surprised  into  measures,  for  which  they  were  not 
previously  prepared.  After  much  altercation,  the 
lord  mayor  ordered  the  insignia  of  office  to  be  takeq 
up;  and  the  hall  was,  of  course,  dissolved. 

A  fourth  common-hall  was  held  on  this  subject, 
on  the  1 1th  of  May,  when  several  strong  resolutions 
were  entered  into,  relative  to  the  rights  oS  the  livery, 
and  the  misccmduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  for 
the  dismissal  of  whom  their  representatives  were  di* 
rected  to  move  an  address  in  parliam^t:  after  which, 
a  vote  of  censure  was  passed  against  the  lord  mayor, 
f(x  dissolving  the  last  common-hall,  and  convening 
this  for  purposes  short  of  those  specified  in  the  re« 
quisition. 

A  counter-declaration  was,  however,  signed,  by 
two  thousand  and  ninety-six  liverymen,  expressive 
of  their  dissent  and  disapprobation  of  the  violent 
proceedings  at  these  common-halls^  and  of  their 
^version  .and  sibhorreiice  of  all  proceedings,  tending 

tQ 
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to  excite  dilKKNrd,  or  to  sanction  measures  of  turbu- 
lence. And  a  meeting  of  the  livery  was  held,  at  the 
London-tavern,  on  the  96th  of  May,  in  which  it  was 
pesolved,  that  the  above-mentioned  declaration  ^^  is  a 
noble  vindication  of  the  character  of  a  gieat  and  re- 
spectable body  of  men,  who  have  been  among  the 
ioremost  in  deft^ce  of  true  constitutional  freedom :'' 
^and  the  resolution  concluded  by  approving  the  con- 
duct of  the  lord  mayor,  the  censure  against  whom 
was  unmerited,  and  highly  indecent. 
»  The  election  for  sheriflb,  on  Midsummer-day,  was 
marked  by  the  isingular  circumstance  of  a  peer  offer« 
ilig  himsdf  a  candidate  for  that  office.  From  what 
has  been  said  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  par^  poli- 
ties ran  high  io  the  city :  this  electi<Hi  was  consi-* 
dered,  by  both  sides,  as  a  criterion  to  judge  of  their 
comparative  strength.  The  popular  party  were 
strengdiened  by  the  addition  of  the  Earl  of  Lau- 
derdale, who  had  purchased  his  fieedom  a  few  days 
before,  and  had  become  a  member  of  the  needle- 
makers' company,  in  order  to  qualify  him  to  become  a 
candidate.  Mr.  S.  F.  Waddington  joiped  his  lordship, 
and  their  pretensions  were  supported  by  those  who 
had  led  the  resolutions  of  censure  against  admi^ 
pistration,  and  against  the  lord  mayor,  at  the  late 
eommoD-hsUs;  but  the  show  of  hands  gave  theak  so 
little  hopes  of  success,  that  no  poll  was  demanded* 
i^fter  the  usual-  business  oif  the  day  was  disposed  of, 
a  resolution  was  put,  and  carried, '^^  That  the  thanks 
of  thia  meeting  be  dven  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord 
Mayor,  for  tfat  &imful  and  zealous  discharge  of  his 

Eublic  duties,  for  his  constant  impartiality,  and  for 
is  attention  to  the  liveiy  on  every  occasion.^ 
The  I9th  of  December  was  appointed  to  be  held 
aaa  day  of  thanksgiving,  fer  the  three  greaU:  naval 
Victbries  atdiieved  by  Lonls  HoWe,  St.  Vincent,  and 
PuQcan ;  c^  which  occasion  their  majesties  attended 
^  divine 


divine  service  at  Sl  Paul's,  cathedmt.  The  ivoQCSalDn^ 
otx  tbia  ciay,  begnt)  witk  tWQ  colours  taken  fiK>Bi  tbd 
French,  three  from  the  Sfittiiards,  and  ftmr  %)n  the 
Datcb,  labelled,  "  June,  1794/'  "  Feteuary^  1797/* 
and  "  October,  1797.^'  They  were  carried  on  artiUerjF 
waggons ;  each  set  followed  by  a  party  of  iieuteminiH  gS. 
the  navy,  who  had  served  in  the  several  engageaienta 
in  which  they  were  won.  After  these  came  a  large 
detachment  of  marines,  with  music  playing;  smd. 
then  the  following  admimls^  in  carriages.  Lord  Dun* 
can,  Sir  C.  Thompson,  Sir  R.  Onslow,  Sir  A.  GSacd^ 
ner,'  Sir  T.  Pasley,  Sir  R.  Curtis,  Sir  H.  Nelson, 
Lord  H.  Seymour,  Caldwell,  Waldegrave,  Hamiltoiic, 
Goodall,  Young,  Lindsay,  Gambler,  Baaseley,  and 
Captain  Sir  H.  Trollope.  The  naval  part  of  the  pro* 
cession  was  followed  by  the  two  houses  of  parlia«< 
ment,  the  royal  ianiily,  and  then  their  majesties,  in 
a  similar  manner  to  the  procession  on  the  king's  re^ 
covery. 

Tbe  death  of  Aldennan  Wilkes,  which  happened 
on  the.  36th  of  Dec^iiber»  occasioned  a  vacancy  for 
the  office  of  chamberlain*  A  common-hall,  for  the 
election  of  his  successor,  was  held  on  the  3d  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1798,  when  the  candidates  were.  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  ai^  Alderman  Clark.  On  the  show  of  hands^ 
there  was  a  great  majority  in  fevour  of  Mr.  Clark; 
but  a  polLwas  demanded  in  favour  of  Sir  Watkin; 
which  began  at  half  past  two,  and  closed,  for  the  day^ 
at  four,  when  Sir  Watkin  Lewea  declined  giving  the 
Jiveryaoy  further  trouble;  the  numbers  being  393  to 
48.  The  unusually  great  number  polled  in  this  short 
space  is.  an  ample  tesdmony  of  the  h^h  esdse€*m  ia 
which  tbe  unobtrusive  mjedts  of  tbe  present  chain* 
beriaiii  are  held  by  his  fellow-citizens ;  there  b^ing^ 
perhaps,  no  instance  of  so  many  liverymen  having, 
voted  ia  thet  same  time,,  on  any  oth^  QccaaioB.  _.   : 

A  meeting 
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A  meeting  of  the  most  respectable  merchants  a&<l 
traders  «oC  London,  was  held  at  the  Royal  Exchange^ 
on  the  9th  of  February,  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
into  a  voluntary  subscription  for  the  service  of  the 
country.  The  lord  mayor,  accompanied  by  a  consi- 
derable number  of  the  principal  bankers,  merchants, 
&c,  appeared,  on  a  temporary  hustings,  about  one 
o'clock,  and,  in  a  short  speech,  stated  the  object  of 
the  meeting.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Bosanquet, 
who  entered  more  fully  into  the  propriety  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure,  and  proposed,  that  books 
should  be  opened  at  the  Exchange,  for  receiving 
subscriptions,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
Four  separate  books  were  then  opened  on  the  hus- 
tings, and,  at  the  close  of  the  day,  the  exact  sum 
subscribed  was,  forty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty-four  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  six  pence ; 
and  the  number  of  subscribers  was  two  hundred 
and  eighteen. 

On  the  13th,  a  court  of  common-council  was  held, 
for  the  purpose  of  voting  a  sum  of  money,  in  aid  of 
the  voluntary  contributions,  when,  after  some  con- 
versation, the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  was 
agreed  to,  with  very  few  dissenting  voices.  After 
the  court  broke  up,  several  of  the  aldermen  and 
commons  subscribed  in  their  individual  capacities. 

In  consequence  of  a  conference  the  lord  mayor 
bad  had  with  the  Duke  of  York,  and  a  letter  he  had 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  vrelation  to 
forming  armed  associations  in  the  several  wards  of 
the  city,  a  court  of  common-council  was  held,  on 
the  19th  of  April,  to  take  the  proposed  measure  into 
consideration,  which  met  with  general  approbation ; 
and,  after  a  conversation  of  some  length,  on  the 
means  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  it  was  agreed  tQ 
request  the  lord  mayor  to  convene  his  brethren,  the 

aldermen.^. 
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m|denneQ,/for  the  purpose  c^  submittiog^  the  plan  to 
them.  When  they  met,  they  came  to  an  uuanimout 
resolution,  to  call  meetings  of  the  inhabitant  liouse* 
holders  in  each  wafd  ;  which  was  done  on  the  1st 
of  May.  The  propositions  were  the  same  in  each 
ward ;  vu.  for  the  inhabitant  householders,  that  were 
able  paen,  to  learn  the  use  of  arms ;  those  not  capable 
of  bearing  arms^  to  be  appointed  special  constables; 
to  be  commanded  by  their  own  aldermen ;  to  choose 
a  committee^  to  form  regulations,  and  recommend  of- 
ficers ;  and,  in  case  of  need,  to  be  united  into  one 
bodiy,  under  the  direction  of  the  lord  mayor  and  court 
of  aldermen^  These  propositions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

While  these  measures  were  pursued  in  the  city* 
parochial  and  district  meetings  were  geneiral  in  every 
part  of  the  metropolis;  aqd  a  volunteer  force  was 
shortl}'  established,  which  relieved  government  froiQ 
much  care,  and  enabled  it  to  make  a  much  more  ad-* 
vantageous  disposition  of  the  regulars,  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  in  th^  afternoon,  the 
north-east  bank  of  the  New  River  suddenly  burst, 
about  half  a  mile  from  Hornsey-house,  and  inundated 
the  lands  between  that  pkice  an^  Tottenhaip  freer 
holds  ft>r  a  circuit  of  three  or  four  miles ;  the  lower 
parts  of  them  to  a  depth  of  four  feet. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  the  Hon.  Capt.  Capel 
waited  on  the  lord  mayor,  with,  the  sword  of  the 
French  admiral,  M.  Blanqqet,  which  Wfts  surren- 
dered in  the  naval -action  at  the  Nile,  and  intended 
by  Sir  Horatio  Nelson  as  a  present  to  the  city  of 
London,  accompanied  by  the  following  letter. 

•'  Mv  T:.orfl  Vanguard,  Mouth  ofth§  Nile,  Aug,  8. 

^^  Having  the  honour  of  beii>g  a  freeman  of  the 

^ity  of  LondOQ,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  to  vour 

VQi^  II  Y  y  lordship 
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lordship  the  sword  of  the  commanding  French  ad- 
miral (M.  Blanquet),  who  survived  after  the  batfle  of 
the  1st,  off  the  Nile ;  and  request  that  the  city  of 
London  will  honour  me  with  the  acceptance  of  it, 
as  a  remembrance  that  Britannia  still  rules  the 
waves;  which,  that  she  may  ever  do,  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

*^  H.  Nelson.'' 

• 

This  letter,  and  the  sword,  were  laid  before  a 
court  of  common-council,  on  the  10th,  who  referred 
it  to  a  committee,  to  consider  the  best  manner  of 
disposing  of  the  sword,  and  report  to  the  next  court. 
It  was  then  unanimously  resolved  to  address  his 
majesty  on  the  glorious  victory  over  the  French,  off 
the  Nile,  on  the  1st  of  August,  by  his  majesty's  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Horatio,  now  Baron  Nel* 
son,  of  the  Nile;  wTiich  was  presented  on  the  ^ith, 
and  very  graciously  received* 

The.  report  from  the  committee  was  laid  before 
the  court,  on  the  l6th,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 
It  was,  that  they  had  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion, '*  That  the  sword;  delivered  up  to  our  gallant 
hero,  Lord  Nelson,  by  the  French  admiral,  M!  Blan* 
quet,  be  put  up  in  the  most  conspicuous  place  in 
the  common-council  chamber,  with  the  following 
inscription,  engraved  on  a  marble  tablet : 

*'  The  sword  of  Mons.  Blanquet, 

the  commanding  French  admiral, 

in  the  glorious  engagement  of  the  Nile, 

on  the  1st  of  August,  1798, 

presented  to  the  court 

by  the  Right  Hoii,  Rear  Admiral  Lord  Nelson/' 

The  lord  mayor  was  then  requested  to  communis 
Cftte  to  Lord  Nelson  the  high  sense  which  the  couit 

enterts^in 
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^fitertaii)  of  this  jn valuable*  present.  'After  which,, 
the  thanks  of  the  court,  with  a  sword  of  two  hundfed 
.guineas  value,  were  voted  to  Lord  Nelson;  and  al90 
the  thanks  of  ,t^;ie^  court  to  Captain  Berry,  the  cap- 
tains, officers,  and  s.eamen,  for  their  important  ser- 
vices; and  the  freedom  of  the  city  was  voted  to  Cap* 
tain  Berry,  to  be  presented  in  a^box  of  one  hundred 
guineas  value.  ^ 

At  a  court  of  comnfion-council,  held  on.  the  23d 
of,  January,  1799»  .the  lord  mayor  produced  a  letter 
from  the  Hon*  Mrs.  Darner,  offering  her  services  to 
execute,  and,  present  to  the  court,  a  bust  of  Lord 
Nelson,  either  in  bronze  or  marble;  which  were  ac* 
cepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  court  unanimously 
voted  for  her  liberal  proposal. 

The  anniversary  of  his  majesty's  birth  was  marked, 
this  year,  by  a  spectacle,  such  as  no  king,  of  this  or . 
'di^y  other  country,  had  ever  been  gratified  with.  The 
day  commenced  with  a  grand  review  of  sixty-six 
corps  of  volunteers,  who,  from  motives  of  the  purest 
patriotism,  had  formed  themselves  into  miUtary  asso<« 
ciation3,  and  learned  the  use  of  arms^  for  the  most 
honourable  purpose;  that  of  maintaining  the  inde-* 
pendence  of  their  native  country.     So  large  a  body 
of  men,  thus  standing  forward  to  surround  hi^^  nia* 
jesty's  person,  and  to  manifest  their  determination  to 
defend  his  rights,  as  well  as  their  own,  was,  cerjainly, 
the  most  superb  spectacle,  that  a  people,  satisfied 
with  their  own  constitution,  and  desiring  no  improve^ 
ihent,  but  what  its  own  principles  admit  o^  could  dis* 
play.  Its  best  characteristic  was,  the  unanimity  of 
sentiment, by  which  the  whole  body  was  animated.  It 
was  not  an  ebullition  of  party  spirit,  or  of  ministerial 
address ;  but  it  was  the  united  emotion  of  attach- 
ment  to  the  king's  person,  and  love  for  the  British  em- 
pire, which,  through  all  the  divisions  and  differences 
of  opinion,  is  the  real  aim  of  every  genuine  Briton.  , 

The 
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The  mAiberii  of  thi»  aAmttbls^  of  cSKnetk-^wct'^ 
liitiB,  ariMd  in  defence  of  Ihe  best  sovereign,  and 
the  happidM  and  most  perfect  constitution,  on  tibe 
Mttb,  weste  variously  rej^resented  at  the  time ;  but, 
fitnn  the  returns  made  to  the  commander  in  chief,  it 
appears,  that  the  actual  anuHint  was  eiebt  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine ;  viz.  in  the  right  hne, 
extending  fipom  the  Serpentine-river,  to  the  north- 
iNist  gate  of  Kensington-gardens,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-four;  in  the  centre  Hne,  ex- 
lending  dong  the  north  side  of  the  park,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  iseventy-five ;  in  the  left  line, 
extending  from  Cumberland-gate  to  Hyde-paric-cor- ' 
ner,  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-two. 
Total  of  infantiy,  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  one.  Cavalry,  formed  in  the  lower-part  of 
the  park,  with  their  right  to  Hyde-park-comer,  and 
their  left  towards  Kensington,  three  hundred  and 
♦ixty-eight.  Volunteer  cavalry,  employed  in  clear- 
ing ffae  ground,  six  hundred  and  forty.  Total  of 
cavalry,  one  thousiand  and  eight. 

The  day  was  very  unfavourable ;  but  tins  circum- 
istance,  though  it  might  diminish  the  brilliancy,  did 
not  derange  the  military  array,  or  repress  the  curio- 
fsty  of  the  public ;  the  crowd  assembled  on  the  oc- 
casiQn  being  estimated  at  not  less  dian  a  hundred  and 
itfty  thousand,  including  all  the  beauty  and  fashion 
of  the  ntetropolis;  and  the  whole  of  this  immense 
body  were  gmtified,  without  tumult  or  confusion,  by 
the  provident  regulation  of  not  admitting  carriages 
Into  the  paA. 

On  the  ^Ist,  his  majesty  honoured  the  volunteA 
«orps  with  a  more  minute  mspeetion,  in  different 
parts  of  the  metropolis,  selected  for  the  conveniency 
of  being  near  their  usual  places  of  assembling.  This 
inspection  commenced  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  was  not  concluded  until  five  in  the  afternoon. 

His 
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Hi^  ittajesty  v^as  accom))aiii«d  lyy  therr  Royal  High- 
nesses the  Prmce  of  Watesr,  the  Dokes  df' York, 
Kent,  Cumberland,  and  CHoutfe^ter,  and  an  icftrtnen^e 
concouree  of  geriel^l  iind  6ther  officers. 

A  dreadful  fife  bn)ke  out  in  the  King Vttench 
prison  m  the  evening  -of  th6  19th  of  JuJy,  which 
raged  with  such  fary,  thiat  between  eighty  and  an 
hundred  of  the  prisoners*  rooms  were  destroyed 
before  it  was  extinguished/  '         '  '  ^ 

T^e  mcreasing  price  of  provisfoni^'made  ft  Waiii 
necessaiy  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  indtrstriotis 
poor.  A  meeting  was  therrfore  held  at  the  London 
Tavern,  on  the  6th  of  December,  to  take  into  coOf 
^deration  the  means  of  giving  them  assistance 
during  this  pressure,  when  it  was  agreed  to  bp^n  k 
subscription  similar  to  that  in  1795,  from  the  applica- 
tion of  which  such  advanta6:es  had  been  derived  at  a 
comparatively  small  expense. 

While  the"  liberahty  of  the  affluent  was  thus  ex- 
iercfeed,  the  wisdom  of  government  was  employed  in 
seeking  remedies  for  the  evil,  and  the  means  of  pre* 
venting  its  extension.  With  this  view,  and  in  order 
to  prevent  an  useless  expenditure  of  wheaten  flour  by 
the  con?furtiption  of  new  bread,  a  bill  was  passed,  in 
February,  1 800,  prohibiting  any  baker  in  London  or 
Westtohister,  or  within  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, from  sellrng  bretod  until  it  had  been  baked 
twenty-four  hours,  under  a  penalty  of  five  pounds  for 
every  loaf  sold. 

At  a  common  hall,  held  on  the  ISfth  of  February, 
it  was  resolved  to  present  a  petition  to  the  Hijuse  of 
Commons,  praying  them  to  take  s(uch  measures  as 
they  might  think  propet  for  the  purpose  of  restoring^ 
the  blessings  of  peace ;  and  the  representatives  of 
the  city  were  instructed  to  support  the  same  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

A  most 
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A  most  akrnfjng  af)d  pxi^ordinary  circumstfiifae 
occurred  at  t\ie  Theatre  ^oy^l  Drury-lane,  on  th.e 
'  evenioir  o?  the  i  oth  of  May;  c  At  the  moment  when 
ills  majesty  entered  the  box,  a  man.  m  the  pit  stood 
tip,  dnd  fired  a  pistol  at  hio).  The  house  was,  im- 
mediately in  an  ujyo^,  an4  tl>e  cry  of  ^'  s^ize  him" 
burst  from  every  part  of  tfie  theatre.  The  kii:jg,  ap- 
parently not  the  least  disconcerted,  cam^^  forwai'd  in 
the  box  ;  and  the  man  ;who  cohimiited  tiie  crime 
, wasconveycd  from  the  pit.  The . indignation  of  the 
audience  CQuljd  npt  be  trapquillized  until  after  repeat- 
ed assurances  that  the  culprit  was  in  custody.  On 
his  examination  he  proved  to  be  insane-  He  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  \5ti^,  light  dragoons,  and  had 
received  eight  wounds  in  ,his  head,  from  which  it 
was  believed  his  malady  arose.  He  w^  tried  for.  the 
oflTence,  on  the  26th  of  June,  and  acquitted  on  the 
ground  of  insanity,  after  which  he  was  conveyed  to  a 
mad-house  to  be  taken  care  of. 

The  celebration  of  his  majesty's  birth  was  again 
^cmmenced  with  a  review  of  the^  volunteer  force  of 
uie  metropolis  and  its  vicinity,  which  differed  in 
nothing  from  that  of  the  preceding  year^,  except  in 
an  increase  of  numbers,  nearly  twelve  thousand  being 
under  arms  on  this  day. 

Soon  after  the  prorogation  of  parliament^  which 
took  place  on  the  29th  oJF  July,  apprehensions  of 
tumult  and  riot  alarmed  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
London.  About  the  middle  of  August  a  refractory 
spirit  had  manifeste,d  itself  aniong  the  felons  in  the, 
prison  in  Cold  Bath  Fields.  This  was  attributed  to 
various  publications  on  the  state  of  this  prison,  whichi 
had  appeared  a  shoj't  time  before;  and  it  was,,  per- 
ha{)s,  increased  by  the  friendly  attention  of  certain 
'niembers  oft  {Dariiamei^t^  whose  philanthropy^  it^  was 
observed,  was  chiefly  dirQltod  to. men  obnoxious  to 

government, 
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gov^rJiftlent,  and  to  objects  from  which  there  was 
the  greatest  reason  to  hope  for  th6  reptttaficTit  of  be- 
nevolence. However  this  may  be,  their  turbulence 
at  length  assumed  a  serious  aspect;  and,  on' the 
evening  of  the  Hth,  when  the  bell  rung  as  the- 
signal  for  locking  up,  instead  of  retiring  to  theii^ 
cells,  they  collected  together,  appearing  to  hkve  some 
design  in  agitation.  ITowever,  after  a  trifling  re- 
sistance, they  were  compelled  to  separate,  artd*  sub- 
mit to  being  locked  up.  Immediately  they  began 
the  most  dismal  ejtclamations  of  "  Murder!  Starv- 
ing!" &c.  which  collected  a  considei-able  m<1b  r6und 
the  prison,  who  answered  them  with  loud  sh(^ut9. 
Thus  encouraged,  they  continued  their  cries,  be- 
seeching the  mob  to  force  the  gates  and  pull  down 
the  walls  to  release  them.  In  this  dilemma  it  wias 
found  necessary  to  apply  for  assistance  from  the? 
civil  magistrates  and  the  military  associations  iifthQ 
»eighbourhood,  by  whose  exertions  ti^nquillity  wan 
again  restored.  *  -    ' 

The  attempts  of  the  disaffected  to  incite  the  popu« 
lace  to  outrage  werfe  but  too  successful  in  the  month 
of  Septembe/'.  Written  hand-bills  were  throwil 
about  at  this  time,  provdcing  the  people  to  rise,  and^ 
in  particular,  two  large  ones,  of  the  above^  tsendency, 
were  stuck  on  the  Monument,  on  Sunday  thfe  14th, 
ii^viting  them  "  as  they  valued  their  rights  as 
Englishmen, toattend  at  the  Corn-market  on  Monday, 
which  would  soon  reduce  the  price  of  bread  to  six^ 
pencfe  the  quartern  loaf."  These  incitemeHts  to^pot 
pular  outrage  induced  the  lord  mayor  to  take  the 
necessary  precautions  to  secure  the  public  peace;  hf 
collected  the  civil  officers,  and  applied  to  the  Voiun^ 
leer  corps,  from  whom  he  received  assuwinces'af  sup- 
port, and  that  they  would  await  his  drd^fsi  Ifi^the 
fnorning  of  Monday  the  mob  as&etijble^  m  thoCorni- 
Waiikfet,  to  wbi<Jb1be  lordmaj^rimtnecJiaifeljNWpaired, 
•  a»4 
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wd  pemusided  tbem  to  disperse,  which  thiQf  did ; 
but  us  soon  as  be  quitted  the  spot,  they  returned. 
Seyerad  of  the  dealers  in  corn  were  iiltreated  by 
them,  and  the  windows  of  some  houses  in  the  neigh- 
.  bourbood  were  broke ;  and  when,  in  the  end,  they 
wer0  driven  off  by  the  volunteers,  they  attacked  the 
houses  of  some  bakers  and  corn-factors,  at  Shore^ 
ditch,  Whitechapel,  and  Blackfriars-road.  This  spirit 
of  riot  and  discontent  continued  during  the  whole 
week;  but  the  vigour  and  promptitude  of  the  ma-« 
gistrates,  se<;onded  by  the  firmness  and  humanity  of 
the  vplimteers,  prevented  the  mistaken  multitude 
ii^m  effecting  any  greater  mischief,  than  the  break-- 
ing  of  windows  apd  lamps ;  which  was  happily  ac* 
complisbed  without  bloodshed.  . 

Another  attempt  was  made,  in  this  year,  to  get  a 
petition  from  a  common-hall,  received  by  his  ma* 
jestji  upon  the  throne,  but  without  success;  on  which 
a  resolution  was  passed,  on  the  9th  of  October, 
"  That  whoever  advised  his  majesty  to  persist  in  re* 
fusing  to  his  faithful  subjects  free  access,  in  these  times 
of  peculiar  difficulty  and  distress,  is  equally  unwor* 
thy  ci  his  majesty's  confidence,  and  an  enemy  to  the 
rights  s^nd  privileges  of  th^  citizens  of  London/^ 

A  court  of  commoQ-cQuncil  was  held,  on  the 
14tb,  when  an  address,  to  the  same  purport  as  the 
petition  of  the  livery,  praying  his  majesty  to  convene 
the  parli^3ient,  on  account  of  the  excessive  price  of 
every  article  of  life,  w»9  agreed  jto.  This  address 
was.  presented  to  the  king,  on  the  l6th;  but  it  was 
lend^ced  unnecessary,  by  directions  having  been 
previously  given  to  summon  the  parliament  for  tb? 
dispatch  of  business. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  his  miyesty  in  <^Q^nci^ 

in  compliance  with  the  request  €f(  the  two  houses, 

issued  his  royal  prockolation,  exhorti9g  fill  personi^ 

who  have  tbe  means  ^f  pfoiciiriiig  otber  fc<Hl  f^iaw 

.  '  corn. 
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com,  to  use  the  strictest  economy  in  the  use  of  every 
kind  Of  grain,  by  abstaining  from  pastry,  and  reducing 
the  consumption  of  bread  in  their  respective  fami- 
lies; and  also,  all  persons  keeping  houses,  especially 
thos6  for  pleasure,  to  restrict  their  consumption  of 
grain,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

%*  In  conformity  to  the  notice  given  in  No.  19, 
the  history  of  the  public  transactions  of  London 
ivill  now  be  discontinued,  to  be  resumed  in  an 
appendix,  in  which  every  occurrence  of  mo- 
ment, from  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century  to  the  termination  o^  the  work,  will  be 
recorded.  In  order,  however,  to  prevent  the 
history  of  the  year  1800  from  being  incom- 
plete, we  shall  now  briefly  notice  two  events, 
which,  being  terminated  in  the  19th  century, 
belong  more  properly  to  it. 

The  most  prominent  of  these,  as  affecting  the 
conmierce  of  London,  is  the  commencement  of 
the  wet  docks,  in  different  places,  for  the  greater 
accommodation  of  vessels  employed  in  its  trade. 
Nothing  can  show  more  strongly  the  necessity 
that  existed  for  extending  and  improving  the 
conveniehcies  of  the  port  of  London,  than  the 
following  statement  of  the  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  vessels,  and  their  tonnage,  engaged  irt 
the  trade  of  ^the  river  Thames,  in  the  course  of 
the  1 8th  century,  which  amounted  to  six  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  forty-seven  vessels  of 
different  descriptions,  and  one  million  three 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  tons,  viz. 
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Vesseb,         Tons* 

Increase  in  the  coasting  trade^      4613  937»550 
■              in  the  foreign  trade, 

British  vessels,  -  587  d50,3o2 

Foreign  ditto,  .        1347  149,861 

Total  6547      1,327,763 

A  lull  account  of  these  docks  will  be  giren  in 
another  part  of  the  work. 

The  other  is,  tiiie  loss  and  inconvenience  experienced 
by  the  underwriters  and  merchants  of  Lcwdon, 
towards  the  conclusioii  of  the  year,  by  an  un« 
.  expected  embargo  being  laid  on  all  the  British 
shipping  in  the  ports  of  Russia.  No  less  than 
one  hundred  and  five  vessels  w^re  detsuned  at 
Petersburgh,  seventy-one  at  Riga,  and  a  consi- 
derable number  in  die  other  ports,  the  greater 
part  of  which  were  from  Londcm ;  and  all  the 
seamen  belonging  to  them  were  marched  in  small 
parties  to  a  great  distance  up  the  c6untiy^  The 
distress  and  anxiety  of  the  wives  and£unilies  of 
these  men,  were,  however,  something  alleviated 
by  a  liberal  subscription,  entered  into  by  the 
principal  merchants  concerned  in  the  Russian 
trade,  for  their  relief,  who  also  agreed  to  conti- 
nue the  pay  of  the  men  till  they  should  be  li- 
.    berated  and  permitted  to  return* 
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SURVEY  OF  LONDON,  WESTMINSTER,  AND  SOUTHWARK. 


CHAP.  I. 

General  descripiien  of  London.-^Situdtian.'^SoiL-^tiit* 
ieni. — Streets. -^Supply  of  fVater.-^Saiubrity.'-^Popu-^ 
laikn.'-^Bouhdaries  tf  London  within  the  tValls."^ 
Liberties  of  London.^^Bills  of  Mortality ^ 

XX)NDON  is  delightfully  situated  in  a  spacious 
valley,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  at  the  distance 
of  sixty  miles  from  the  sea.  It  stands  <m  a  bed  of 
gravel  intermixed  with  clay,  and  is  defended  from 
the  bleak  winds  of  the  north  by  the  rising  grounds 
idxmt  Islington,  and  the  hills  of  Highgate  and  Hamp- 
stead,  while  it  lies  delightfully  open  to  the  more 
genial  western  breezes.  Its  length,  from  east  to 
west,  is  about  seven  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth, 
from  north  to  south,  nearly  four  miles ;  though,  in 
some  places,  it  is  not  much  more  than  half  that 
width.  The  circumferehce  of  the.  contiguous  build- 
ings is  about  twenty-five  miles,  and  the  area  of  the 

whole 
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whole  is.  between,, eight  and  nine  square  miles. 
This  includes  the  three  principal  divisions,  viz,  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  -arid  the  Borough 
of  Southwark,  with  their  respective  suburbs.  The 
two  former  are  situated  on  the  northern  bank  of  the 
river,  at  a  place  where  it  forms  a  crescent :  the  last 
on  the  south  bank)  on  a  spot  which  wa&  anciently 
a  morass  ;  and  the  communication  between  them  ii 
kept  up  by  means  of  three  grand  stone  bridges. 

The  principal  streets  of  London  are  wide  and  airy, 
and  surpass  all  others  in  Europe  for  accommodation 
and  convenience.  The  carriage  way  in  the  middle 
of  them  is  paved  with  granite  or  Scotch  pebbles ; 
and,  on  each  ^ide,  is  a  broad  raised  path  for  fopt 
passengers,  formed  of  flags,  Portland  stone,  or  Moor- 
stone.  The  soil  and  mud  which  accumulatesi  in  the 
streets,  are  taken  away  at  stated  intervals,  by  scaven* 
gers  employed  by  the  different  parishes,  and  the 
^aste  water  is  conveyed  into  the  Thames,  through 
arched  vaults  built  under  them  for  that  purpose, 
called  sewlE^rs ;  communicating  with  each  house  by 
smaller  ones,  and  with  the  streets  by  gratings  placed 
in  the  channels. 

An  air  of  neatness  and  comfort  prevails  very  gene* 
irally  through  all  parts  of  the  metropolis,  except 
those  inhabited  by  the  lowest  order  of  the  people  i 
and  the  streets  appropriated  to  retail  shops  have  aii 
unrivalled  aspect  of  wealth  and  splendour. 

No  city  in  the  world  is  better  supplied  with  water 
than  London,  every  house  in  which,  may  receive  a 
regular  supply  of  this  necessary  article,  three  times  a 
week,  by  paying  a  moderate  annual  sum  to  one  of 
water-companies. 

This  ample  supply  of  water,  as  it  affords  the  means 
of  cleanliness,  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  pre-» 
vcntivesof  the  mahgnant  diseases  with  which  London 
was  formerly  infected.    But  though  this  may  be 

considered 
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^considered  as  the  principal^  it  is  not  the  only  cause 
of  the  present  salubrity  of  the  metropolis ;  the  width 
of  the  streets  being  greatly  increased,  a  much  freer 
circulation  of  air  is  obtained,  while  the  subterranef* 
ous  sewers  or  drains  prevent  the  stagnation  of  foul 
and  putrid  water,  and  carry  off  a  great  quantity  of 
fiitfa  which  would  otherwise  lie  and  corrupt  in  the 
streets. 

The  population  of  Ldndon  has  been  a  very  fertile 
sourte*  of  conjecture  to  historiographers.  The  re- 
turns under  the  population  act  however,  though  per* 
haps  somewhat  incorrect,  leave  very  little  to  he 
guessed  at  on  this  subjject.  According  to  them  the 
number  is  as  follows. 


Houses. 


jLondon,  within  the  wtlis 
"i    '  '      without  the  walls 
Out-parishes  in  Middle- 
sex and  Surrey    - 
City   and    liberties   of 

Westminster        ^ 
Inns  of  court  extra*parochial 
Parishes  not  within  the 
HUs  pf  mortality     - 

ToUl 


} 


Inha- 
bited. 


By  how 
I  many 
Fami- 
lies oc- 
Qupied, 


10224  '  16229 
20680 


56207 

18231 

1230 

14657 


36178 
93886 

40833 

816 

28181 


Persons.    '  ! 


1212291216073 


Male. 


37020 
69827 


71301 

1293 

50059 


Female 


38151 
77402 


163899200627 


Total 

of 
Persons^ 


Bdgod 
614 

67773 


mimm 


3933^1471476 


75171 
147229 

36452s 

15S210 

I9C7 

117802 


864845 


In 
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In  tfiis  account,  the  number  of  uninhabited  houses 
is  omitted,  as  well  as  that  of  occasional  residents ; 
and  some  allowance  must  also  be  made  for  those 
having  two  residences,  within  this  extent;  some  of 
whom  may  have  been  returned  at  both  places,  and 
jothers  not  returned  at  either ;  while  many  have  been 
kept  back  from  distrust,  and  others  omitted  through 
occasional  absence. 

The  city  of  London,  distinguished  from  the  other 
parts  of  the  metropolis,  consists  of  two  principal  divi- 
sions; that  part  of  it  within  the  walls,  and  that  with- 
out The  boundaries  of  London,  within  the  walls^ 
are  as  follow:  from  the  Thames,  the  wall  runs  north* 
ward,  on  the  east  side  of  Fleet-ditch,  two  hundred 
and  seventy  yards,  to  within  thirty  yards  of  the  south- 
west angle  of  Ludgate-street :  tnence  it  runs  near 
one  hundred  and  forty  yards  east,  till  it  reaches 
within  twenty  yards  of  Ludgate:  thence  die  wall 
continues  northward  (a  little  to  the  east  of  the  Old- 
bailey),  three  hundred  and  thirty  yards,  to  forty  yards 
to  the  north  of  Newgate ;  then  eastward,  three  hun- 
<lred  and  nine^  yards,  to  fifty-five  yardsjeastwaid  of 
Aldersgate;  from  whence  it  runs  Borthward,  two 
hundred  and  forty  yards,  to  within  thirty  yards  of 
the  south-west  angle  of  the  church  of  St.  Giles,  Crip- 
plegate ;  from  thence  to  Cripplegate,  and  so  continu- 
ing eastwardly,  one  thousand  yards,  to  Bishopsgate, 
and  thence,  south-eastwardly,  four  hundred  and 
eighty  yards,  to  Aldgate;  from  whence  it  runs  still 
south-eastwardly,  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  yards, 
to  within  twenty  yards  of  the  middle  of  the  north 
part  of  Tower-ditch :  in  the  whole,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  yards;  to  which  adding 
the  distance  from  the  Tower  to  Fleet-ditch,  which  is 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  yards,  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  city,  within  the  walls, 
appears  to  be  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
five 
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five  yardg>  or  three  miles,  and  two  hundred  wd  five 
yards. 

The  whole  ground,  within  the  walls  of  the  city  of 
Lcffidon,  atuounts  to  three  hundred  and  seventy*' 
three  acres,  and  four*fifths  of  an  acre* 

Surrounding  this  is  a  large  space  of  ground,  within 
die  liberty  or  freedom  of  the  city,  encompassed  by  aa 
irregular  line,  called  the  line  of  separation^  which, 
divides  the  city  from  the  county  o£  Middlesex. 

This  line  begins  at  the  river  east  of  the  Temple,  which 
it  surrounds  on  the  east  and  north  sides;  then  passing 
through  part  of  Shire-lane  and  Bell-yard,  it  comes 
into  Chancery-lane  by  the  liberty  of  the  Rolls,  and 
from  thence  into  Holbom,  almost  opposite  to  Gray^s«? 
InU'lane,  where  there  is  a  bar.  From  hence  it  winds 
through  Brooke-street,  Fumival's-Inn,  liCather-lane, 
Hatton-garden ,  and  Chick-lane,  to  the  common-sewer, 
from  whence  it  returns  westward  to  Cow-cross,  and' 
then  to  Smithfield-bars.  It  now  passes  between  Long* 
lane  and  Charter^house-lane  to  Goswell-street,  from 
whence  it  extends  across  Golden-lane,  White-cross- 
street,  and  Grub-street,  to  Mooi^ate,  ^nd  along  the 
north-side  of  Mooriields,' dividing  it  froin  the  manor 
of  Finsbury.  It  then  runs  northward  to  Norton-fal- 
gate,  and  from  thence  through  Spitalfields  and 
Wentworth-street  to  White-chapeL  It  now  passes^ 
by  the  Little  Minories  to  Goodman's  fields,  from 
whence  it  returns  westward  to  the  Minories,  and  still 
continues  inclining  to  the  west,  till  it  meets  the 
wall,  where  it  abuts  upon  the  Tower  liberty. 

The  whole  extent  of  ground  between  the  city 
wall  and  this  line  does  not  exceed  three-hundred 
acres,  though  the  length  of  the  line  is  twenty  one; 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy  feet 

The  bills  of  mortality  were  instituted  in  1592,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  persons  who  died, 

during 
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during  a  great  pestilence  which  then  raged  and  cCiii^, 
tinned  to  the  end  of  December,  1595.  After  this 
they  were  discontinued  until  1603,  ^ince  which 
tioie  a  regular  series  of  them  has  been  preserved.  Ai 
first  they  only  included  a  hundred  and  nine  parishes^ 
but  by  the  gradual  addition  of  others  the  whole  now 
amounts  to  a  hundred  and  forty-six.  They  are  as 
follows. 

Within  the  walls* 


St.  Alban,in  Wood-street 
Alhaltows,  Barking 
Alhallows,  in  Bread-street 
Alhailows  the  Great 
Alhallows,  in  Honey-lane 
Alhailows  the  Less 
Alhallows,  in  Lombard-st. 
Alhallows,  Staining 
Alhallows  onLondon-wall 
St.  Alphage,  near  Sion-col- 

lege 
St.  Andrew  Tfubbard 
St.  Andrew  Undershaft 
St.  Andrewby  the  Ward- 
robe 
St.  Anne  within  Alders- 
gate 
St  Anne,  in  Black-friars 
St  Anthony,  vulgarly 

Austin 
St  Bartholemew,  by  the 

Exchange 
St  Benedict,  vulgarly 

Bennet  Finck 
St.  Bennet,  Gracechurch 
St.  Bennet,  at  Paul's  wharf 
St.  Bennet,  Sherehog 


St.  Botolph,  at  Billingsgate 
Christ-church  parisn 
St.  Christopher's  parish 
St.  Clement,  near  East- 
cheap 
St.  Dionis  Backchurch 
St.  Dunstan,  in  the  East 
St.  Edmund  the  King^ ' 
St  Ethelburga's  parish 
St.  Faith,  under  St.  Paulas 
St.  Gabriel,  inFenchurch- 

street 
St.  George,  in  Botolph- 

lane 
St.  Gregory,  by  St.  PaulV 
St.  Helen,near  Bishopgate 
St.  James,  in  Duke's  place 
St.  James,  at  Garlickhithe 
St  John  Baptist,  near 

Dowgate 
St.  John  the  Evangelist 
St.  John  Zachary 
St.  Katherine  Colematl 
St.  Katherine-cree-church 
St.  Laurence,  Jewry 
St.  Laurence,  Poultry 
St.  Leonard,  in  Eastchea^ 

4  St 
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St.  Leonard,!!!  Foster-lane 
St.  Ms^nus,  by  London- 
bridge 
St.  Margar^,  in  Lothbury 
St,  Margaret  Moses 
St.Maigaret,  in  New  Fish 

street 
St.  Margaret  Pattens 
St.  Martin,  in  Ironmonger 

lane 
St.  Martin,  within  Lnd- 

gate 
St,  Martin,  Ofgars 
St.  Martin,  Outwich 
St.  Martin,  Vintry 
St.  Mary,  Abchurch 
St.  Mary,  Aldermaqbury 
St,  Mary,  Aldermary 
St  Mary-le-bow,  in 
'    Cheapside 
St.  Mary  Botha w,  at  Dow- 

lingsgate 
St.  Mary,  Colechurch 
St,  Mary   at  Hill,  near 

Billingsgate 
St.  Mary   Magdalen,   iji 

Milk-street 
St.   Mary  Magdalen,  in 

Old  Fish-street 
St.  Mary  Mounthaw 
St,  Mary,  Somerset 
St.  Mary,  Staining 


St.  Mary,  Woolchurch  . 
St.  Mary  Woolnoth 
St.  Matthew,  in  Friday-st 
St.  Michael  Bassishaw 
St.  Michael,  in  Cornhili ' 
St.  Michael,inCrooked.I: 
St.  Michael,  at  Qu.-hithe 
St.  Michael-le-quern 
St.  Michael  Royal 
St.  Michael,  in  Wood-st 
St.  Mildred,  in  Bread-st. 
St,  Mildredyin  the  Poultry 
St.  Nicholas  Acqns 
St.  Nicholas  Coleahbey 
St,  Nicholas  Olave 
St.  Olave,  in  Hart-street 
St.  Olave,in  the  OldJewry 
St.  Oiave,  in  Silver-stree^ 
St.  Pancras,  in  Pancras.-la. 
St,  Peter,  in  Cheapside 
5t.  Peter,  in  CoynhiU 
St.  Peter,    near  Paurs- 

wharf 
St.  Peter-le-Poor,  in 

Broad-street 
St,  Stephen,  in  Coleman- 

Btreet 
St.  Stephen,  in  Walbrook 
St.  Swithin,  at  London-st. 
St.  Thomas  the  Aposde, 

Trinity  parish 
St.  Vedast,  alias  Foster 


Without  the  Walls, 

St.  Andrew  in  Holborn       St.  Botolph  without  Al- 
St,  Bartholemew  the  Grt,         dersgate  [gate 

St.  Bartholemew  the  Less    St.  Botolph  without  Ald- 

you  II,  A  a  a  St.  Botolph 
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St.  Johti,  in  Sduthwark 
St.  Olave,  in  South wark; 
St.  Saviour,  in  Southwark 
St.  Sepiflchr^s  without  • 

Newgate 
St.  Thomas,  in  Southwark 
Trmity,  in  the  Minories, 


St.  Botolph  without  Br- 

shopsgate 
St  Bridget,  vulgarly  St. 

Bride 
St.  Dunstan  in  the  West 
St,  Geprge,  in  Southwark 
St,  Giles,  without  Crip- 

plegate 

In  Middlesex  and  SMrrey. 

$t.  Anne,  in  Middlesex      St.  Kathepne^  by  the 

Christ-chyrch,  in  Surrey 

Christ-church,  in  Mid- 
dlesex 

St.  Dunstan,  at  Stepney 

St.  Geoige,  in  Bloonas- ' 
bury 

St.  George,  in  Middlesex 

St.  George,  in  QueenV 
square 

St.  Giles,  in.  the  Fields 

St.  James,  at  Clerkenwell 

St.  John,  at  Clerkenwell 

St.  John,  at  Hackney 

St.  John,  at  Wapping 

City  and  liberties  of  Westminster, 

St.  Anne,  in  Westminster    St.  Margaret,  in  West- 

St.  Clement  Danes 

St.  George,  Hanover- 
square 

St.  James,  in  Westmin- 
ster 

St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
in  Westminster 

Each  of  these  will  form  a  subject  of  separate  con- 
afideration,  beginning  with  the  city  of  London. 


Tower 
St.  Leonard,  in  Shoreditch 
St,  Luke,  in  Middlesex 
St.  Mary,  at  Islington 
St.  Mary,  at  Lambeth 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  BeU 

mondsey 
St,  Mary,  at  Newington 
St.  Mary,  at  Rotherhithe 
St.  Mary,  in  Whitechapel 
St.  Matthew,  at  Bethnalt 


green 


St.  Paul,  at  Shadwell 


minster 

St.  Martin,  in  the  Fields 

St.  Mary-le-Strand 

The  Precinct  of  the  Sa- 
voy 

St.;  Paul,  in  Covent-gar- 
den 
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CHAP.  II. 

J,   »  « 

Description  of  the  Walls. '^-City  Gates. — Postern  Gate.-^ 
Aldgate. — Bishppsgate,  — moor  gate. — Cripplegate. — 

'  At<wrsgaie. — Newgate. — Ludgate.-^Bridsegate.^'-^JVa'' 
ier-gates.'^The  Town^ditch. — Division  of  tie  City  into 

:  1Vard$.^^^The  Numler  of  them  increased. — Ttwle  of 
thenim 

The  period  at  which  the  wall  of  London  was  oxU 
ginally  byiU,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  cannot 
now  be  determined ;  neither  is  there  any  certainty 
^vh^ther  the  first  wall  extend  along  the  side  of  the 
fiver,  though  it  undoubtedly  cud  so  in  the  time  of 
the  Saxons. 

The  ancient  historian,  Fitzstephen,  informs  us» 
that  there  was  a  tower  palatine  on  the  east  of  the 
city,  and  two  castles  on  the  west:  the  first  was  the 
square  white  Tower  pf  Lpndon,  built  at  the  south? 
east  corner  of  the  city  wall,  and  the  others,  the  cas- 
tles of  Baynard  and  M ountfitchet ;  the  last  of  which 
was  situated  in  Blackfriars,  on  the  spot  of  ground 
since  occupied  by  the  King's  printing-office. 

,  Oi^  the  landrside,  the  >vall  was  guarded  by  lofty 
towers,  fifteen  in  number,  some  remains  of  which 
were  visible  lately.  Maitland  mentions  three,  all  of 
^hich  have  been  demolished,  so  that  not  a  trace  re- 
mains. When  perfect,  the  walls  are  supposed  to 
have  been  twenty-two  feet  high,  and  the  towers  forty. 

Pr.  Woodward  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  fabric  and  composition  of  this  wall,  in  the  year 
1707 J  whe?  a  part  of  it  was  pulled  down,  near  Bi- 
^opsgate,  to  m^ke  way  for  new  buildings.  From  his 
$u:CQunt  of  the  nas^terials,  and  the  disposition  of  them, 
tbsre  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  old  wall  was  Roman; 
to  w^icb  considerable  a4ditions  had  afterwards  been 
made,  both  in  the  height  and  thickness,  though  at 

what 
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what  time  could  not  be  ascertained*  The  most  pef* 
feet  part  of  this  wall,  now  r^mainiog^  is  behind 
Bethlem-hospital,  in  the  street  known  by  the  name 
of  I^ndon-wall. 

In  former  ages,  the  citizens  considered  their  walls 
of  such  importance,  that,  to  prevent  their  receiving 
any  injury,  they  made  a  law,  that  no  tenement 
should  be  built  within  five  yards  of  them. 

There  appears  to  have  been,  anciently,  but  font 
gaites  in  the  wall  of  the  city ;  viz.  Aldgate  on  the  east; 
Aldersgate  on  the  north ;  Ludgate  on  the  west ;  and 
Bridgegate,  upon  London-bridge,  on  the  south :  butj 
in  process  of  time,  several  other  gates  and  posterns 
were  erected,  for  the  convenience  of  bringing  goods 
and  provisions  into  the  city,  and  for  the  accommoda'- 
tion  of  the  citizens,  in  passing  to  their  fields  and 
gardens. 

In  the  description  of  the  city  gates,  we  shall  be- 
gin with  the  south-east  angle  of  the  ancient  city  wall, 
where  the  old  Tower  of  London,  commonly  (Called 
the  White  Tower,  is  situated. 

The  Post^rn-gate  stood  at  the  east  end  of  Postern* 
row,  on  Tower-nili;  and,  by  ^  ptrt  of  it  which  was 
remaining  when  Stow  wrote  his  Survey  of  London, 
appeared  to  have  been  a  stroiij^,  handsome,  arched 
gate.  It  was  erected  soon  after  the  conquest,  partly 
with  Kentish  stones,  and  partly  with  stones  brought 
from  Caen,  in  Normandy.  •' 

The  destruction  of  this  gate  commenced  in  the 

yealr  1190,  whep  William  Longchamp,  Bishop  of 

Ely,  and  Chancellor,  of  England  (the  favourite  of 

Richard  I.)  caused  a  part  of  the  city  wall  to^  be 

broken  down,  to  enlarge   the  Tower  of  London^ 

which  he  then  encompassed  with  a  wide  ditch,  and 

an  embattled  wall,  which  is  the  outer  wall  of  the 

Tower  at  this  time. 

4  The 
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The  Postern-gate,  being  thus  deprived  of  the  sup- 
port of  the  city  wall,  on  one  side,  fell  down  in  th^ 
year.  1440,  and  was  never  rebuilt;  but  in  the  place 
t)f  it  was  erected  a  mean  building  of.  timber,  lath, 
and  loam;  which  is  likewise  decaye'dj  and  all  re- 
mains  of  it  totally  removed. 

In  the  place  where  this  gate  stood,  there  are  now 
several  posts  set  up,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  carts 
and  coaches,  room  being  left,  between  the  posts,  for 
foot-passengers. 

Adjoining  hereto  is  a  descent,  by  several  steps,  to 
an  excellent  spring  of  water,  called  the  Postern- 
spring  ;  near  to  which  is  an  iron  bowl,  fastened  by  a 
chain,  for  the  use  of  any  person  who  chuses  to  drink 
the  water,  which  is  greatly  esteemed.  It  has  been 
lately  walled  in. 

Aldgate^  or>  Ealdgaie  (which  signifies  Old  Gafe)^ 
was  one  of  the  four  original  gates  of  the  city,  and 
that  through  which  the  Roman  vicinal  way  led  to 
the  Trqjectus^  or  ferry  at  Old-ford.  The  ear- 
liest mention  we  can  find  of  it,  is  in  a  charter 
granted  by  King  Edgar,  about  the  year  967. 

This  gate  being  in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  was 
pulled  down  in  the  year  1606,  and  rebuilt;  but  it 

was  not  completed  till  1609- 

In  digging  the  foundation,  several  Roman  coins 
were  discovered,  resemblances  of  two  of  which  Mr. 
Bond,  one  of  the  surveyors  of  the  work,  caused  to  be 
cut  in  stone,  and  placed  on  each  side  of  the  east 
front,  where  they  remained  till  the  demolition  of 
the  gates.  • 

In  a  large  square,  on  the  same  side  of  the  gate, 
Was  placed  the  statue  of  King  James  I.  in  gilt  ar- 
mour,  with  a  golden  lion,  and  a  chained  unicomi 
both  couchant  at  his  feet. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  gate  was  a  figure  of  For- 
tune, gilt,  arid  standing  on  a  globe,  with  a  prosper* 

ous 
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ous  sai]  sprcadine  over  her  head ;  under  whick  wa§ 
carved  the  king^  arms,  with  the  motto^  Dieu  et 
man  Droits  and  a  little  below  it,  Vivat  Rex :  0om^« 
what  lower,  on  the  south  side,  stood  Peace^  with  9 
dove  perched  on  one  hand,  and  a  gilded  wreath  in 
the  other. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  gate  was  the  figure  of 
Charity,  with  a  child  at  her  breast^  and  another  in 
her  hajid. 

On  the  top  of  the  gate  was  a  vane,  supported  by  a 
gilt  sphere ;  on  each  side  of  which  stood  a  soldier 
holding  a  bullet  in  his  hand,  on  the.  top  of  the  up<f 
per  battlements. 

Over  the  arch  of  the  gate  were  carved  the  follow- 
ing words; 

Senatiis  Populusque  Londinensis 

Fecit,  J  609, 

HuMPHKEY  Wklj>,  Maior. 

There  were  two  postem3  through  .this  gate ;  that 
on  the  south  side  of  which  was  xi^Bd/d  as  lat^  as  the 
year  1734.  There  was  likewise  apartments  oy^  tl;ie 
gate,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  use  of  one  of 
the  lord  mayor's  carvers,  but  had,  of  l^te  yearsj  been 
used  as  a  charity-schooK 

Bishopsgate  was  situated  pne  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  ieet  north-west  from  the  ibrmer. 
Though  the  building  of  this  gs^te  is  attribujted  to 
Erkenwald,  Bishop  <$  London,  about  the  year  675^ 
Stow  could  find  no  mention  made  of  it  earlier  tha^ 
the  year  1210,  when  William  Blound,  one  of  the 
sheriffs  of  London,  sold  his  land  and  gardens  without 
Bishopsgate,  to  the  wardens  of  Londoii^bridge. 

Henry  IIL  granted  several  privileges  to  th^  Au« 
seatic  merchants,  for  which  they  were  boqnd   to 
Ic^p  this  gate  in  repair ;  and  s^lso  to  defend  it  when- 
ever 
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iver  it  Should  be  attacked  by  an  enemy.    Accord- 
ingly, it  ivdfe  elegatitiy  febuitt  by  them  in  1479. 

On  the  dotJth  side  ovief  the  gatfefw^ay,  Was  placed 
a  stone  image  of  a  bkhdp  ivith  a  mitre  on  his  head^ 
h^  had  a  long  beard,  eyed  sunk,  and  an  old  mor- 
tified fefc^j  gind  Wa^  supposed  to  represent  St;  Erken- 
Wald. 

On  the  north  side  was  another  figure  of  a  bishop 
with  a  smooth  face,  reaching  out  his  right  hand  to 
bestow  his  benedictions,  and  hdding  a  cro^i^t  in  hi* 
left,  who  is  thought  to  have  been  JBishop  William  th6 
Normal.  This  last  wa^  accompanied  by  two  other 
figures  in  stone,  supposed;  to  represent  kirtg  Alfred, 
and  his  son  Eldred,  Earl  of  Mercia.  In  the  year 
1551,  the  above  mentioned  merchants  prepared 
stone  for  rebuilding  the  gate;  but  that  company 
being  dissolved  about  this  period,  a  stop  was  put  to 
the  work,  and  the  old  gate  remained  till  the  year 
1731,  when  it  was  quite  taken  down,  and  rebuilt  at 
the  expense  of  the  city.  When  it  Was  almost  finish- 
ed, the  arch  of  the  gate  fell  down  ;  but  though  it 
was  a  ffreat  thcroughfere,  and  this  accident  happen- 
ed in  the  middle  of  day,  no  person  was  hurt. 

Over  the  gateway,  was  a  carving  of  the  city  arms, 
supported  by  dragons,  and  on  each  side  of  the  gate 
Was  a  p6stern  for  the  convenience  of  foot  pas- 
sengers, 

The  rooms  in  th^  ancient  gate  Werfe  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  one  of  the  lord  mayor's  carVers ;  but,  in 
the  stead  thereof,  he  has  been  of  late  yearfe  paid 
twenty  pounds  per  annum  by  the  city. 

In  the  year  1415,  during  the  mayoralty  of  Thoiria^ 
Falconer,  the  wall  of  the  city  was  bi^oken  near 
Coleman -Street,  and  a  postern  built  which  was 
«nce  called  Moorgate^  from  its  vicinity  to  Moor- 
fields. 

In 
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In  the  year  1511  this  postern  was  re-edified, 
dikes  and  bridges  were  made,  and  the  ground  levelled, 
and  made  more  commodious  for  the  citizens  to  pass 
to  their  adjacent  fields  and  gardens. 

The  late  edifice,  which  was  one  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent gates  of  the  city,  was  erected  in  the  yezar 
1647,  and  consisted  of  a  lofty  arch,  and  two  posterns 
for  foot  passengers. 

The  upper  part  of  the  gate  was  adorned  with  Co* 
rinthian  pilasters,  supporting  their  proper  entablatures, 
and  with  a  round  pediment,  in  which  was  the  city- 
arms  :  and  the  apartments  over  the  gate  were  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  one  of  the  lord  mayor's  carvers 

About  the  year  1636,  the  city  wall  betweea 
Bishopsgate  was  broken  down  opposite  Winchester- 
street,  and  a  postern  gate  made  there  for  the  ac* 
coipmodation  of  foot  passengers ;  but  this  has  been 
taken  away,  and  the  foot-way  consideraUy  enlaiged; 

In  the  year  1635  the  posterns  of  Basinghall  and 
Aldermanbury  were  erected ;  but  these  also  have 
been  taken  away,  by  order  of  the  lord  niayor,  alder* 
men,  and  common-council ;  and  the  several  passages 
through  London-wall  to  Fore-street,  are  now  opep, 
elegant  and  commodious, 

> 

At  the  distance  of  one. .  thousand  and  thirty-two 
feet  to  the  west  of  Moorgate,  stood  Cripplegaie^  so 
named  from  a  number  of  cripples,  who  formerly 
begged  there. 

The  great  antiquity  of  this  gate  cannot  be  doubt* 
ed;  for,  in  the  history  of  Edmund,  king  of  the  East 
Angles,  written  by  Albas  Floriacensis,  and  since 
that,  by  John  Lydgate,  Monk  of  Bury,  it  is  as&erted, 
that,  in  the  year  1010,  the  Danes  ravaging  the  king* 
dom  of  the  East  Angles,  Alwin,  Bishop  of  Helwe-. 
ham,  caused  the  body  of  King  Edmund  the  Martyr 
to  be  conveyed  from  Bury  St,  Edmunds,  through  thq 

kingdom 
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kingdom  of  the  East  Saxons,  and  into  London,  by 
the  way  of  Cripplegate,  where  it  is  pretended  that 
the  body  wrought  miracles,  making  some  of  the  lame 
walk  upright,  praising  God. 

Its  antiquity  likewise  appears  from  the  charter  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  confirming  the  foundation 
of  the  college  in  London,  called  St.  Martin  the 
Great,  in  which  are  these  words :  "  1  do  give  and 
grant  unto  the  same  church,  and  canons,  serving 
God  therein,  all  the  lands,  and  the  moor  without 
the  postern,  which  is  called  Cripplegate,  on  either 
part  of  the  postern .^^  This  gate  was  formerly  used 
as  a  prison,  to  which  debtors,  and  persons  charged 
with  trespasses,  were  committed. 

In  the  year  IS^-i,  this  gate  was  rebuilt  by  the 
company  of  Brewers  of  London;  and,  in  the  year 
1483,  Edmund  Shaw,  Mayor  of  the  city,  bequeathed 
by  his  will  four  hundred  marks,  which,  with  the  re- 
mains of  the  old  gate,  was  to  build  £^  new  one  ;  and 
this  was  accordingly  performed  in  the  year  1491* 

The  last  account  we  have  of  any  reparation  of  this 
gate,  is  in  the  year  1 663,  when  the  following  inscrip- 
tion was  placed  upon  it : 

'^  This  gate  was  repaired  and  beautified,  and  the 
foot-postern  new  made,  at  the  charge  of  the  city  of 
XiOndon,  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  so- 
vereign Lord  King  Charles  II.  and  in  the  mayoralty 
of  Sir  John  Robinson,  Knight  and  Baronet,  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower  of  London,  and  Alderman  of 
this  ward;  A.  D.  1663. 

This  gate,  which  was  a  plain  solid .  edifice,  and 
void  of  all  ornament,  had  more  of  jthe  appearance  of 
a  foirtiflcation  than  any  other  gate  of  the  city.  The 
rooms  over  it  were  occupied  by  the  water-bailiff  of 
the  city ;    and  the  gate  had  only  one  postern. 

Mr.  Maitland  has  gi v^n  it  as  his  opinion,  that,  in  the 

year  1010,  this  was  the  only  gate  in  th^  north-wall  of 

voi*.  II.  Bbb  the 
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the  city,  as  it  stood  more  coilvenieni  for  one  of  thd 
original  gat€s  than  Aldersgate ;  and  he  thinks  that 
this  gate  was  originally  erected  over  the  Roman 
military  way,  which  was  called  the  Eriiiine  street, 
and  led  from  London  to  Hornby. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  the  custom  of  making 
l^roclathation  at  the  end  of  Wood-street,  in  Cheap* 
feide,  may  have  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
having  been  One  of  the  old  Roman  military  ways; 

Aldersgate^  which  was  situated  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  south-  west  of  Cripplegate, 
was,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Stow,  one  of  the  ori^ 
ginal  gates  of  the  city ;  but  Maitland  could  find  no 
mention  of  it  before  the  conquest ;  whence  he  con- 
cludes that  it  was  not  erected  before  that  period. 

This  gate  being  in  so  ruinous  a  condition  as  te  be 
in  danger  of  falling,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
cOftimoti-councih  ordered  it  to  be  taken  doWn,  which 
wa^  accordingly  done  in  the  y^ar  16 16,  when  it  was 
rebuilt  in  a  substantial  manner ;  Mr.  WUliam  Par- 
kef,  Merchiint-tdylor,  having  bequeathed- a  thousand 
pounds  towards  the  expense  of  a  new  edifice. 

In  k  large  square  over  the  arch  of  the  gate  was  the 
figure  of  King  James  I.  on  horseback.  Above  his 
head  wene  quartered  the  arms  of  £ngland,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland. 

in  a  niche  on  th^  east  i^ide  was  the  Prophet  Jere- 
Kniah,  with  the  TTortls  of  the  65th  verse  of  the  17th 
chapter  of  his  book.  In  a  niche  on  the  west  sidfe 
stood  the  Prophet  Samuel,  with  the  1st  verse  of  the 
12th  chapter  of  the  1st  book  of  that  pmphet.  On 
th^  south  side  was  the  efiigies  of  King  James  I.  in 
his  royal  robes,  sitting  in  a  chair  of  state,  done  in 
relief. 

This  gate  was  very  much  damagied  by  the  great 
fire  in  i666 ;  but  wais  repaired  and  beautified,  at  the 

3    ^  ,        expense 
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Expense  of  the  city,  in  tk^  year  1670,  during*  the 
mayoralty  of  Sir  Samuel  Stirling,  Knight. 

The  apartments  over  the  gate  were  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  conimon  crier  of  the  city ,  and  by 
the  sides  of  the  gate  were  two  posterns  for  the  con- 
venience of  foot  passengers, 

News^ate  was  situated  at  the  distance  of  one 
thousand  and  thirty-seven  feet  south-west  from  the 
spot  where  Aldersgate  did  stand;  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  most  of  our  antiquarians,  that  it  obtained 
its  name  from  being  erected  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 
several  hundred  years  after  the  four  original  gates  of 
the  city. 

Hovvel  dissents  from  this  opinion,  and  asserts  that 
it  was  only  repaired  in  the  above-mentioned  reign, 
and  that  it  was  anciently  denominated  Chamberlain^ 
gate :  but  if  this  be  trucj  it  is  very  extraordinary 
that  this  gate  is  not  once  mentioned  before  the 
conquest. 

It  appears,  however,  from  anciept  records,  that  it 
ivas  called  Newgate,  and  was  a  common  jail  for 
felony  taken  in  the  city  of  London^  or  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  as  early  as  the  ye^r  1218;  ^nd  tha^t  so 
lately  as  the  year  1457/  Newgate,  and  not  the 
Tower,  was  the  prison  for  the  nobility  and  great 
oificers  of  state. 

Newgate,  being  much  damaged  by  the  fire  of 
I/>ndon  in  1666,  was  repaired  in  the  year  1672. 

The  west  side  of  this  gate  was  adorned  with  three 
ranges  of  Tuscan  pilasters,  with  their  eijtablatures^ 
and  in  the  intercolumniations  were  four  niches,  in 
o»e  of  which  was  a  figure  representing  liberty, 
having  the  word  Libertas  inscribed  on  her  cap>;  and 
at  her  feet  a  cat,  in  allusion  to  the  storj^  of  Sir 
Richard  Whfttington. 

The 
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The  east  side  of  the  gate  was  likelvise  adorned 
with  a  range  of  pilasters,  and  in  'three  niches  the 
figures  of  justice,  mercy,  and  truth. 

At  the  distance  of  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  feet  south  of  Newgate,  was  situated  Ludgate, 
which,  accordins:  to  Geffrey  of  Monmouth,  derived 
its  name  from  King  Lud,  a  Briton,  who,  according 
to  that  author,  built  it  about  sixty  years  before  the 
birth  of  Christ. 

But,  as  Geffrey's  pretended  history  is  now  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  the  mere  production  of 
an  inventive  brain,  his  assertion  has  no  weight  with 
the  judicious;  for  it  is  certain  that  the  ancient 
Britons  had  no  walled  towns.  This  name,  there- 
fore, is  with  much  greater  appearance  of  probability, 
derived  from  the  rivulet  Flood,  Flud,  Vloat,  Fleote, 
or  Fleet,  which  ran  into  Fleet-ditch,  and  it  was  very 
probably  called  Ludgate,  instead  of  its  original  name, 
,  Fludgate. 

In  the  year  1373,  this  gate  was  constituted  a 
prison  for  poor  debtors,  who  were  free  of  the  cit^; 
and  it  was  afterwards  greatly  enlarged  by  Sir  Stephen 
Forster. 

» 

This  gentleman  had  been  a  prisoner  there,  and  Was 
begging  at  the  gate,  when  a  rich  widow  passing  by,' 
asked  him  what  sum  would  procure  his  discharge ; 
and,  on  his  answering  twenty  pounds  (which  at 
that  time  was  a  considerable  sum)  she  generously 
advanced  the  money. 

His  liberty  being  thus  obtained,  his  kind  benefac- 
tress took  him  into  her  service,  in  which,  by  his  in- 
defatigable application  to  business/ and  his  oblig- 
ing behaviour,  he  gained  the  affections  of  his 
mistress,  and  married  her;  after  which  he  had 
such  great  success  in  trade,  that  he  became  lord 

mayor 
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ma^or  of  London,  and  obtained  the  honour  of  kn^t-« 
hood. 

In  his  prosperity,  Sir  Stephen  thought  of  the  place 
of  his  confinement,  and,  acquainting  his  lady  with  a 
design  he  had  formed  of  enlarging  the  prison,  she. 
also  determined  to  contribute  to  the  execution  of  so 
benevolent  a  plan. 

Hereupon,  they  caused  several  of  the  houses  near 
the  gate  to  be  pulled  down,  and  in  their  stead  erect- 
ed a  strong  square  stone  building,  containing  the 
following  rooms,  viz.  the  porch,  the  paper-house,  the 
watch-hall,  the  upper  and  lower,  lumberies,  the 
cellar,  the  long  ward,  and  the  chapel;  in  the  last  of 
which  were  the  following  inscriptions  : 

"  This  chapel  was  erected  and  ordained  for  the 
divine  worship  and  service  of  God,  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Sir  Stephen  Forster,  Knight,  spme 
time  lord-mayor  of  this  honourable  city,  and  by 
Dame  Agnes  his  wife,  for  the  use  and  godly  exer- 
cise of  the  pris<mers  in  this  prison  of  Ludgate, 
Anno  1454." 

^ 

Devout  soules  that  passe  this  way. 

For  Stephen  Forster,  late  Maior,  heartily  pray, 

And  Dame  Agnes,  his  spouse  to  God  consecrate. 

That  of  pitte  this  house  made  for  Londoners  in  Ludgate. 

So  that  for  Lodging  and  water,  prisoners  here  nought  pay, 

As  their  keepers  snail  all  answere  at  dreadful  doomes-day. 

These  venerable  founders  not  only  settled  a  salary 
for  a  chaplain  of  this  prison,  but  ordered  that  all  the 
rooms  in  these  additional  buildings  should  be  for 
ever  free  to  all  unfortunate  citizens,  and  that  they, 
on  providing  their  own  bedding,  should  pay  nothing 
at  their  discharge  for  lodging  or  chamber  rent:  but 
the  avaricious  disposition  of  the  keepers  broke: 
through  this  appointment,  and  for  many  years,  they 
took  rent  for  the  rooms,  contrary  to  the  express  order 
of  the  generous  donor. 

Bridegate 
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^-  BridegtUe  «lood  upon  Loiidop^bridge,  from  whence 
its  name  was  derived,  and  was  supposed  to  have  beeb 
One  of  the  four  priricipat  gates  of  the  city,  ))efore  the 
Conquest,  M^ien  thete  tvasonly  a  bridge  <if  timber 
over  the  Thames. 

In  the  year  1436,  this  gate  with  the  tovt'er  upon  it 
fell  down,  and  being  rebuilt,  was. burnt  in  the  year 
1^7  i ,  by  some  riotous  manners  of  Kent. 
'  The  gate  erected  after  Ihis  being  gfeiatly  dan^iged 
by  five  in  17S6,  was  socm  afterwards  tdken  down  and 
rebuilt:  it  was  compleated  in  179S,  two 'posterns 
being  added  for  the  convenience  of  foot  passengens. 

Over  the  -arch,  on  the  south  ^de,  w«re  tb^  king^s 
arms,  with  the  following  inscription  underneath: 
"  Tbisgatc  was  widened  from  eleven  to  eighteen  feet 
in  the  mayoralty  of  Edward  Bacher,  Knt.  S.  P.  Q.  L. 

Stow,*  and  later  writers  also  name  a  considerable 
number  of  gates  on  the  river  side,  viz.  Dowgate,  Wolf- 
gate,'Ebgate,  Oistergate,  Botolphgate,  Billingsgate^ 
&c.  But  they  appear  to  have  been  oftly  wharfs  or 
places  for  landing  goods.  None  of  these  were  of  any 
note  except  the  first,  called  .pj:operlyJ>ae?r, or  the 
zmaier-gate^  where  there  was  a  Trfytectus  or  peny,  in 
the  Watling-street,  which  crossed  ,the  Thames,  at 
this  pblce  and  was  continued  to  Dover. 

•  The  town  ditch  was  a  stupendotts  pieiee  of  work, 
undertaken  by  the  Londoners  themselves;  which; 
notwithstanding/a  very  great  number  of  hands  was 
employed,  took  upwards  of  two  years  to  be  completed, 
being  two  hundred  feet  in  breadth,  and  extending^.on 
the  Qutmde  of  the  wails,  from  the  Tower  to  Chdst^s 
Hospital,  ^dcording  to  some,  this  additional  dc^ce 
w^  undertaken  between  the  years  1 190  and  4 193, 
though  others  think  it  was  not  begun  until  13  Id,  in 
t)ie  reign  of  King  John.  Eor  some  centuries,  theci- 
tizens  were  at  great t^xpense  in  cleansing,  and  keeping 
it  open,  but  the  last  attempt,  in  159^,  wasso  unsuc-' 
V  :  V  cessful. 
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cessftti,  owing  td  the  increased,  beigtt  x^f  'tteVifidja- 
cent  groand^  which  caused  it  to  fill  again  ^rery -shcfr^, 
that  it  Was  tboug^bt  useless,  as  tT'eliaatoQ^ expensive, 
tocleadseit  again,  and  it  was  therefore  giveii;iip^ 

The  division  of  the  city  into  wards,  or  atdeFmaarieB, 
is  very  ancient,  but  the  numbenof  them  is  unknowo, 
prior  to  128o,  when,  according  to  the  Liber  .aB>a$, 
it  was  divided  into  twenty  four  wards  ( See^YoL  1  p. 
165)  each  of  which  was  empowdred  to  chuse  its  ©wn 
aldermen  and  common-councilmen.  It  is  probable 
that  this  was  the  first  instance  of  that  privilege  being 
granted  to  the  commons  of  London ;  for  Ralph  de 
Arderne  was  seized  in  fee  of  an  aldermanry  or  ward 
in  London  ;  which  descending  to  his  son  Thomas,  he, 
in  1277,  sold  it,  with  all  its  appurtenances  to  Ralph 
le  Feure,  for  twenty  marks,  and  a  quit-rent  of  one 
clove  or  slipof  gilliflower  at  Easter.  This  ward  was 
afterwards  purchased  by  Thomas  Farendon,  from 
whom  it  derives  its  present  name ;  which  leads  to  a 
belief  that  anciently  the  wards  changed  their  names 
with  their  masters.  The  division  of  this  ward  into 
two,  increased  the  number  to  twenty  five ;  and  when 
in  l^jO,  the  liberties  of  the  Borough  of  Southwark 
were  granted  to  the  maygr,  aldermen  and  commonalty 
of  the  city  of  London,  a  twenty-sixth  ward  was 
formed,  by  the  name  of  Bridge  ward  without:  and 
this  number  has  continued  ever  since. 

Of  these  wards  thirteen  are  on  the  east  side  of 
Walbrook,  viz. 
1  Portsoken  ward  with-      7  Cornhill  ward. 

out  Aldgate.  8  Langbourn  ward 

9  Tower-street  ward  9  Billingsgate  ward 

3  Aldgate  ward  10  Bridge  ward  within  ' 

4  Lime-street  ward  1 1  Candle  wick-street 

5  Bishopsgate  ward,  ward 

within  and  without.       .12  Walbrook  ward 

6  Broad-street  ward  13  Dowgate  w^rd. 

Wards 
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Wards.to  the  west  of 

14  Vintry  ward 

15  Cordwainer«-street 
ward. 

.16  Cheap  ward 
17  Coleman-street  ward 
ISBassishaw  ward 
.19  Crippl^te  ward ; 
within  and  without. 
And  36.  Bridge  ward 
Southwark. 


Walbrook,  twelve,  viz. 
20  Aldersgate  ward 

within  and  without. 
SI  Faringdon  ward  within 
S3  Bread-street  ward 
S3  Queen-hythe  ward 

34  Castle  Baynard  ward 

35  Faringdon  ward 
without. 

without,  in  the  Borough  of 
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CHAP.  m. 

O/*  Pertsoken  ward  tvilkout  Aldgate^-Anciehtly  d  Guild 
called  Kni^ten  OuiU^ — Bounds — PrecinctS'^Principal 
Streets^-'lVhitechapel — Minaries — Parish  of  the  Trinity 
in  the  Minories^-'''^^Houndsditqh'^Purisk  oj  St.  Botelpk, 
Aldgate^ 

.  This  ward  takes  its  name  from  being  situated  en* 
tirely  without  the  wall  of  the  city ;  the  word  Portso^ 
ken  signifying  a  liberty  or  franchise  at  the  gate.  It 
was  anciently  a  guild,  called  knighten  guUd^  froni 
having  been  granted  by  King  Edgar  to  thirteea 
knights  who  had  distinguished  themselves  by  theic 
valour.  In  the  year  1115,  the  descendants  of  these 
knights  surrendered  all  the  lands  and  soke  belonging 
to  this  guild,  to  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity  within 
Aldgate;  from  which  tioie  the  prior  of  that  convent 
was  admitted  as  one  of  the  aldermen  of  London  to 
govern  the  land  and  soke,  who,  according  to  the  cus- 
toms of  the  city,  sat  in  the  court,  and  accompanied 
the  mayorj  and  aldermen  in  public  processions, 
cloathed  inf  scarlet  or  such  other  livery  as  they  used, 
until  the /year  1531,  when  the  priory  was  surren-. 
dered  to  King  Henry  VIII.  whogave  it  to  Sir  Thomas 
Audley,  Lord  Chancellor,  W  whom  the  church  was 
pulled  down.  Since  this  dissolution,  thewardof  Portso- 
Ken  has  been  governed  by  a  temporal  person,  elected 
by  the  citi2ens,  as  the  aldermen  of  the  other  wards 
are. 

The  ancient  bounds  of  the  knighten  guild  ex- 
tended further  to  the  south  and  e^st  than  those  of 
the  present  ward,  and  included  all  East  Smithfield,, 
St  Catharine's,  with  the  mills  founded  in  King 
Stephen's  days,  and  the  outward  stpne  wall  and  new. 

VOL.  II.  c  c  c  ditch 
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ditch  of  the  Tower,  which  were  made  in  the  time 
of  Richard  L  by  William  Longshampe,  Bishop  of  Ely ; 
but  part  of  these  wei^  afterwards  forcibly  withheld 
by  the  constables  of  the  Tower.  The  ward  is  no^ 
bounded  on  the  ^east  by  the  parishes  of  Spitalfieldsy 
fetepney,  and  St  George^s  in  the  east;  oft  thfe  north 
by  Bishopsgate  wATd-;  6n  th*  wtest  by  Aldgate  waki, 
and  on  tbesouth  hy  Tower-MU.  It  has  an  alderman, 
five  common  council-men,  five  constables,  tiineteen 
inquest-men,  and,  a  beadle ;  and  is  divided  into  five 
precincts,  tiz.  Houhdsditch,  High-street,  the  Bars, 
Tofwer^hfll,  and  Cohvent-g^rdeti.  Theprincipd  streets 
Ivithifi  these  limits  are  Whitechapel,  ais  far  as  tJie 
KaVs ;  the  Mirtories  and  Houndsditch. 
•  Whitechapel  is  a  spacious  street,  beginning  just 
without  the  spot  where  Aldgate  stood.  It  takes  its 
tiame  from  the  church  of  St.  Mary  MatfeUon,  which 
dtatids  in  it,  and  was  originally  a  chapel  of  ease  to  St, 
Dunstaft;  Stefpney,  called  from  the  colout  of  its  out- 
side, the  White-chapel.  On  the  sooith  side  of  this 
dtte^t  is  a  lar^e  maiiet  for  carcjises  of  butcher's  meat ; 
and,  bfeiyond  the  bars,  is  a  maAe't  three  times  a  week 
for  ha^  and  straw.  On  the  north  side  afre  several 
considerable  inns  for  the  accommodation  of  travel- 
lers, and  the  resort  of  C6a:ches,  waggons,  &c.  this 
being  the  principal  easterh  entrance  into  London 
frohi  the  county  of  Essex. 

Pafsillel  to.the  Walljbetween  Whitechapel  and  Little 
Tower-hill,  is  the  street  called  the  Mmories;  so  catled 
from  certain  nuns  df  the  Order  of  St.  Clare,  ot  mino- 
resses,  for  whose  reception,  BBanch,  queen  of  Navarre, 
wife  of  Edmund,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  founded  a  convent 
therein  1S93. 

This  street,  from  being  as  despicable  as  atlyin  the 
city, .  is  now  the  residence  of  considerable  trades- 
men, among  whom  are  sevei-al  drstitiguished  gun- 
<smiths.   The  west  side  of  it  has  been  almost  entirely 

rebuilt 


rebuilt  with  \wy  l^irge,  Maiform  w^  f^gai^ti  boi|6«s, 
and  several  new  streets  h^y^  l^e^n  ma^?,«  leading  ip^o 
Crutched  Friars.  Qn  tbi9  si^f^  a]^,  ^re  iVmeiftQa 
Square,  the  Cro^cent,  wA  the  (Jirq^^s,  ipbatiit^  prin- 
cipally by  ^mineot  mercbai;>^«* 

Op  the  east  s\d^  of  X)^  ^Jlmofl^^  ^  a  pasi^age 
leading  to  the  p^ace  called  th©  tiHtte  Minori§^in  whi^ji 
js  situated  tb^  pa^rish  qbur^b  Qf  thf  Trinity  in  tbe 
Minories.  Tbis  chqrch  sta^^  on  part  of  ^he  ipi^ 
of  the  eonveftt  men tioa?(J  above,  whi^b  <ifl  its  sup- 
pression in  15^3  was  tak^n  dpw^;  a  ft«Dii,be?  of 
ismall  bou^0s  b^ing  built  \n  its  st§ad>  ^i^4  ^  smaU 

church  for  the  use  Qf  tb^  i^bstbitantst,  wbipipi  w^  d^ 
dicated  to  the  Holy  Xriuity,  from  wben(5e  it  d^viv^s 
its  present  appellation ;  apd  th^  epithet  Mi^pne^  wa$ 
added  to  it  from  its  ^itiiatipp  pn  the  ^ppt  formerly 
occupied  by  tb?  Bpiflopassi^s  (5Qftveri:t,  Tbi^  Qbujp<;bj 
wh^ch  WJis  rebuiljt  iq  1706*  i^  Pf  brieli,  wi^h  a  jlftt 
roo^  covered  with  plain  tile?,  an^  hasi  two  ai/al^ 
There  ia  np  ^t^^ple  to  this  obiirab*  but  it  has  a  band- 
scMfn^  turret,  at  the  west  epd.  It  is  the  burial  pla§$ 
pf  the  fa^nily  pf  tb?  l^gge's.  Earls  qf  Dafftnputb;  tp 
Qae  of  wbQ$e  anq^stpri^  a  bPUse  called  the  King-ft 
bvUt  op  the  ^ite,  af  the  suppr^si^ed  n[V)na^tery,'  was 
granted  by  Cb^rles  H. 

Xb^  curate  of  tbii^  pHwh,  for  it  is  pfiitbw  r^otorjr 
ppr  Yicar2\ge,  hplds  tfep  sawe  by  an  instrument  of  dp^ 

nation  nndpr  tbp  G»ea):  Seal  of  England*    The  in.- 

<;Qme  is  very  eimall,  being  only  twenty  f\v^  ppunds 
per  annum,  cpU^ted  froni  tbf^  inhabitants,  b^sideg 
surplice  feep. 

Thp  parish  being  the  ^Ips^  of  the  monastery,  is  % 
particular  Hbeifty,  ^ad  ^empt  frpm  the  jurisdiction 
of  London,  although  pai-t  qf  tb©  ward  of  pqrtgipV^en, 

Houndsditqb  ^^Iso  mm  p^wlAel  to  t\w  city  Wall, 
and  e^^tends  frona  Wbit^cb^ipQl  to  Bipbopsgaterstreat. 

tt  i^  %  long  street,  9nd  y(^  ffffinerly  a  filthy  ditch, 

which 
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which  took  its  name  from  being  the  place  into  which 
dead  dogs  and  all  kinds  of  dirt  were  thrown.  Into 
this  ditch,  Canute  ordered  the  body  of  Edrick,  a  no- 
ble Saxon,  who  had  baselv  murdered  his  master,  Ed- 
mund  Ironside,  to  be  thrown,  as  unworthy  of  sepuU 
ture,  after  he  had  been  tormented  to  death  by  bum* 
ine  torches.  This  street  was  first  inhabited  by  bed- 
ridden  people,  for  whom  some  prior  of  the  Holy  Tri* 
nity,  to  which  priory  the  ground  belonged,  had 
built  small  cottages ;  and  it  was  customary  for  the 
devout  inhabitants  of  the  city  to  walk  that  way,  puiv 
posely,  that  they  might  bestow  their  alms  upon  some 
of  these  objects,  who  were  laid  on  beds  near  the  win- 
dows, which  opened  so  Jow  towards  the  street,  that 
every  passer-by  might  see  them ;  each  of  them  was 
covered  with  a  clean  linen  cloth,  and  a  pair  of  beads 
laid  on  it,  intended  to  show  their  helpless  state,  and 
that  they  were  incapable  of  all  but  prayer.  This 
street  was  first  paved  in  the  year  1 503, 

At  the  south-east  corner  of  this  street,  opposite 
to  the  Minories,  stands  the  parish  church  of  St, 
Botolph,  Aldgate.  It  is  one  of  the  four  churches 
in  London,  deidicated  to  that  favourite  saint,  Botolph, 
the  Briton.  This  church  is  a  rectory  of  very  ancient 
foundation,  the  patronage  of  which  was,  originally, 
in  the  proprietors  of  Portsoken-ward,  who,  in  the 
year  1 1 15,^ve  itto'the  prior  and  convent  of  the  Holy 
Trinity.  At  the  dissolution  of  that  priory,  it  was 
seized  by  thie  crown;  and,  in  1577,  Queen Eli7abeth 
gave  it  to  Robert  Holliwell,  for  a  term  of  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  it  was  granted  by  James  I. 
to  Francis  Morrice,  from  whom  it  descended  to  se* 
veral  others,  and  the  impropriation  has  ever  since 
continued  in  private  hands. 

The  old  church,  which  was  rebuilt  b^»  the  prior 
^nd  canons  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  a  short  time  before 
t^e  dis3,olvitiop  of  that  convent,  escaped  the  fire  in 
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1666,  but  bad  become  so  ruinous,  in  1741,  that  i% 
was  taken  down,  and  the  present  edifice  completed 
in  three  years  after.  It  is  built  with  briqk,  and  is  a 
plain,  massy:,  yet  handsome  structure.  It  consists  Qf 
a  body  of  a  regular  shape,  and  a  lofty  well-propor- 
tioned steeple,  formed  of  a  tower  and  spire ;  but*  its 
greatest  ornament  m  the  bold  rustic  at  the  corners. 
The  body  is  well  enlightened,  and  the  inside  neatly 
ornamented.  Nearly  half  of  this^  parish  is  without 
the  freedom. 

Here  are  two  charity-schools ;  one  in  the  freedom, 
founded  by  Sir  John  Cass,  alderman,  for  fifty  boys 
and  forty  girls.  The  other,  iii  East  Smithfield,  for 
forty  boys  and  thirty  girls,  founded  by  Sir  Samuel 
Starling,  knight,  and  alderman  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  who,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  bearing 
date  the  7th  day  of  August,  A,  D  1 673,  gave  cer- 
tain  copyhold  lands  and  tenements,  lying  in  East 
Smithfield,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Whitechapel, 
belonging  to  the  manor  of  Stepney,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  the  rents  aniounting  to  the  value. of 
twcntj'-two  pounds  yearly,  as  a  foundation  of  a  cha- 
rity-school, for  the  better  education  of  the  poor 
youths  of  the  parish  of  St.  Botolph's,  without  Aid- 
gate  ;  the  schoolmaster  to  be  a  bachelor  of  arts,  of 
the  university  of  Cambridge,  chosen  by  the  inquest 
of  the  ward  of  Portsoken,  and  the  leet-jury  of  the 
manor  of  East  Smithfield,  and  to  teach  a  school  in  a 
brick  house,  which  he,  the  said  Sir  Samuel  Starling, 
built  at  his  own  charge,  at  the  east  end  of  the  town^ 
liouse,  or  quest-house,  upon  Little  Tower-hMIj  in  thfl 
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X)f  Tower" street  JVard.^^^- Bounds. — 'Principal  Streets.^^ 
Thames- street. — St,  Dunsfan's  in  ike  East, — Coal-me* 
ter*s  Office. — Harp- lane. — Baker^s  HaH.^^Tke  Custom' 
house.-'-^lVaier'  lane.  -  ''Mttiting-  lane.-'-  Clotkworker^s 
HalL'*^Marh'*lane,r-^The  Com  Exckonge^-^Seeiking' 
hme.-'-^AllhaUows  Barktng.-'-^Hartwsiree^^ — St.,  Qlav^ 
Hart 'Street. — JVhittingtoti*  $  Palace^ 

The  first  ward  in  the  east  part  of  the  city,  withia 
the  wall,  takes  its  naipe  from  Tower-street,  which  is 
so  deDominated  from  its  leading,  pearly  in  ^  dir€tqt 
line,  to  the  principal  entrance  of  the  Tower.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  TowQr-hill,  and  part  of  Aldr 
gat^'Ward;  on  the  north  by  Langbourn-ward;  on  th^ 
we$t  b}^  Billing^gate^ward ;  and  on  the  south  by  tb? 
river  Thames.  It  extends  from  the  Tower,  in  the 
east,  to  the  mid-way  between  Great  Dioe^quay  an(| 
J>mart'gj-quay,  in  the  west ;  and  from  thp  west  comer 
of  Towex-dock,  in  the  south,  to  within  seventy  feet 
of  the  north-end  of  Rood^lane,  in  the  north. 

Within  these  boundaries  are  contained  a  great 
niiO^r  of  streets,  l^nes,  &c.  the  principal  of  which 
lire.  Tower-street,  pcH't  of  Thameu-street,  Seethingr 
lane,  Mark-lane,  Hart^treet,  Idoi-lane,  St.  Dunstan^^r 
hill,  HarpJane?  &c*  Great  and  Little  Tower-hill, 
forming  n  precinct  distinct  frcmi  the  other  parts  of 
this  wardy  will  be  considered  separately,  with  the 
other  out-parts,  wh^n  the  survey  of  the  wards  i^^ 
completed. 

The  precincts  within  the  ward  are  twelve;  viz. 
Dolphin,  Mincing-lane,  Salutation,  Rood,  Dice-quay, 
Ralpjti's-quay,  Bear-quay,  Petty  Wales,  Rose,  Seeth- 
ing-lane,  Mark-lane,  and  Angel  precincts.    It  has  an 

alderman, 
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afeJerrh&n,  twelvfe  comtnoii-fcounciltn^n,  twelve  con- 
stables, thirteen  inquest-men,  and  a  beadle. 

Thames-street  is  a  place  of  tonsidef  able  trade,  a*nd 
inhabited  by  great  dealers^  as  well  TX'Tiolesale  as  re- 
tail. Though  this  street  is  broad,  yet,  orn  account  of 
the  Custom-house,  and  the  several  quays  and  wharfe 
on  the  south-side  of  it,  the  inhabitatnts  and  passen- 
g'ers  arfe  greatly  annoyed  by  the  nii'mber  of  carts 
contintiAlly  passing  to  and  fro. 

At  the  west  end  of  Thames-street,  on  the  north 
side,  is  Idol-lane,  between  which  and  St.  DurngtanV 
hill,  stands  the  beautiful  chtirch  of  St.  Dunstan  in 
the  East.  This  chtirch  is  dedicated  to  St.  I>unstan, 
Archbishojp  of  Canterbury ;  and  the  addition  of  the 
Ea«t,  is  given  to  distinguish  it  from  St.  Dunstan  in 
Fleet-street. 

It  suffered  greatly  by  the  fire  of  London,  m  166'6; 
the  body  of  the  chutch  was  repaired  in  a  short  time, 
though  the  steeple  was  not  erected  till  about  1678. 
It  is  built  iti  the  style;  called  modern  Gothic,  eighty- 
seven  feist  rn  lerrgth,  sijcty-thte^  in  breadth,  and 
thirty-^three  in  height,  to  the  roof:  the  stee^ple,  which 
is  constructed  in  the  sam6  style  as  the  body  of  the 
church,  is  one  hundred"  anfd  twenty-five  feet  high. 
The  tower' is  Kght,  supported  by  out- works  at  the 
angles,  and  divided  into  three  stages,  terminating  at 
thfe  corners  by  four  handsome  pinnacles,  in  the  midst 
df  Which  rises  the  spite,  on  the  crowns  of  four  pointed 
arches;  a  bold  attempt  in  architecture,  and  one 
^roof,  among  many;,  of  the  great  geometrical  skill  of 
Sir  Christopher  Wren,  who  planned  and  built  this 
elegant  t6wer. 

The  •  patronage  of  this  rectory  was  anciently  in 
the  prior  and  canons  of  Canterbnry,  who,  in  the'year 
1 565,  granted  the  same  to  Simon  Islip,  their  arch- 
bishop, and  his  successors,  in  vi^hom  it  still  remains. 

It 
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It  is  one  of  the  thirteen  peculiars  in  tliis  city^  be« 
longing  to  the  archi-episcopal  see  of  Canterbury. 

On  the  north  side  of  this  church  is  the  Coal-meters^ 
office,  in  which  are  entered  all  ships  that  arrive  in 
the  port  of  London  with  coals.  There  are  fifteen 
principal  meters  belonging  to  this  office,  who  ap- 
point a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to  measure  the 
coals,  to  prevent  impositions,  which  would  otherwise 
happen,  both  in  respect  of  the  duty,  and  the  measure 
to  buyers. 

These  principal  meters  have  each  four  deputies, 
or  labouring  meters,  who  must  be  approved  by  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  as  upon  them  the  care  of 
weighing  and  measuring  coals  principally  depends; 
their  business  being  to  attend  each  ship,  to  top  the 
vats,  and  to  return  an  account  of  the  coals  measured 
to  the  coal  office,  in  order  to  ascertain  and  collect  the 
duties;  for  which  they  receive  one  penny  per  chal- 
dron  for  all  coals  measured,  and  two  pence  per 
ton  for  all  that  are  weighed.  Both  the  principal 
snd  under  meters  take  an  oath,  of  their  admis-^ 
sion  into  office,  to  give  just  measure,  without,  par* 
tiality  or  favour;  to  buy  no  coals,  except  for  their 
own  use,  nor  to  sell  any,  while  in  that  office;  and 
not  to  take  more  for  their  trouble  than  was  anciently 
allowed. 

Farther  to  the  east,  is  Harp-lane,  on  the  east  side 
of  which  is  Baker's-hall ;  a  plain  neat^difice,  on  the 
site  of  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Chichley,  Esq. 
formerly  chamberlain  of  Lojidon.  The  room  called 
the  hall,  is  beautiful,  and  pretty  ikrge,  adorned  witli 
a  fine  wainscot  screen,  having  four  columns  and  two 
pilasters,  with  entablatures  of  the  Corinthian  orden 
At  the  opposite  end  are  pictures  of  St.  Clemcttt,  the 
patron  of  this  company,  and  of  Justice,  between 
which  are  their  arms,  very  large,  and  finely  painted* 

Near 
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Near  the  south  east  angle  of  ThamesoStreet,  front- 
ing the  river,  stands  the  Custom-house.  This  is  a 
commodious  building,  erected  for  the  receipt  of 
his  majesty's  customs  on  goods  imported  and  ex- 
ported. .  :  . 

In  ancient  times,  the  business  of  the- Custom- 
house was  transacted  in  a  more  irregular  manner  at 
Billingsgate;  but,  in  the  year  1559)  an  act  being 
passed,  that  goods  should  be  no  where  landed,  but  in 
such  places  as  were  appointed  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  revenue, .  this  was  the  spot  fixed  upon  for 
the  entries  in  the  port  of  London,  and  here  a  custom- 
house was  ordered  to  be  erected.  It  was,  however, 
destroyed  by  the  fire  of  London,  in  1666,  and  was 
rebuilt,  with  additions,  two  years  after,  by  King 
Charles  II.  in  a  much  more  magnificent  and  com- 
modious manner,  at  the  expense  of  ten  thousand 
pounds ;  but  that  being  also  destroyed  in  the  same 
manner,  in  1718,  the  present  structure  was  erected 
in  its  stead. 

This  edifice  is  built  with  brick  and  stone,  and  is 
calculated  to  stand  for  ages.  It  has  underneath,  and 
on  each  side,  large  warehouses  for  the  reception  of 
goods  on  the  public  account,  and  that  side  of  the 
Thames,  for  a  great  extent,  is  filled  with  wharfs, 
quays,  and  cranes,  for  landing  them:  It  is  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  feet  in  lerigth;  the  centre  is 
twenty-seven  feet  deep,  and  the  wings  considerably 
more.  The  centre  stands  back  from  the  river ;  the 
wings  approach  much  nearer  to  it,  and  the  building 
is  judiciously  and  handsomely  decorated:  under  the 
wings  is  a  colonade,  of  the  Tuscan  order,  and  the 
upper  story  is  ornamented  with  Ionic  columns  and 
pedinaents.  It  consists  of  two  floors,  in  the  upper- 
most of  which  is  a  spacious  room,  fifteen  feet  high, 
that  runs  almost  the  whole  length  of  the  build- 
ing: this  room  is  called  the  Long  Room,  and  here 
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sit  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  with  their 
officers  and  clerks.  The  inner  part  is  well  disposed, 
and  sufficiently  enlightened  ;  and  the  entrances  are 
so  well  coiitrived,  as  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of 
convenience  for  the  transaction  of  such  extensive 
business. 

The  government  of  the  Custom-house  is  under  the 
care  of  nine  commissioners,  who  are  intrusted  with 
the  whole  management  of  all  his  majeisty's  customs 
in  all  the  ports  of  England  ;  and  also  the  oversight  of 
all  the  officers  belonging  to  them.  Each  of  these 
commissioners  has  a  salary  of  one  thousand  pounds 
pet  annum,  and  both  they,  and  several  of  the  princir 
pal  officers  under  them,  hold  their  places  by  patent 
from  the  king.  The  other  officers  are  appointed  by 
warrant  from  the  lords  of  the  treasury. 

Opposite  the  Custom-house  quay  is  Water-lane, 
which  leads  up  a  winding  hill  to  Tower-street*  In  thisf 
Jane  stood  th^  Tripity-house  ;  but  the  bu^ness  of 
the  company  has  lately  been  transferred  to  a  new 
building,  on  the  north  side  of  Tower-hill,  which  will 
be  noticed  in  the  survey  of  the  Tower  liberties. 

On  the  north  side  of  Tower-street  is  Mincing- 
lane,  anciently  called  Mincheon-lane,  which  is  hand- 
somely buijt,  and  w^U  inhabited;  on  the  east  side  of 
which,  qe^  the  north  end,  stands  Clothworkers'- 
hall,  a  neat  brick  building,  with  fluted  columns  of 
the  same,  haying  Corinthian  capitals  of  stone.  The 
hall  is  a  lofty  roppi,  Adorned  with  wainscot  to  the 
cieling,  whicl^  is  of  curious  fret-work.  The  screen  at 
the  south  end  is  of  oak,  with  four  pilasters,  their  en- 
tablatures and  cppipass  pediment  of  the  Corinthian 
prder,  enriched  with  t^e  arpis  of  the  company  and 
palm  branches.  The  west  end  is  adorned  with  the 
figures  of  Khig  Janies  and  King  Charles  I.  richly 
parved,  as  large  as  hfe,  in  their  robes,  with  regalia, 
^I  gilt  and  highly  finished.  At  this  end  of  the  hall 
2  i^ 
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Is  a  spacious  window  of  stained  glass,  on  which  are 
the  king^s  arms,  as  also  those  of  Sir  John  Robinson, 
Bart,  his  majesty's  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, lord  mayor  of  the  city  in  the  year  1663,  and 
president  of  the  artillery  company; 

Mark-lane  is  next  to  Mincing-lane;  and  was 
anciently  called  Mart-lane,  from  a. mart  or  free 
market  kept  there.  It  is  well  built,  and  chiefly  in- 
habited by  merchants  of  opulence.  On  the  east  side" 
of  it,  near  Tower-street,  starxds  the  Corn  Exchange^ 
This  building,  which  is  very  neat,  is  adapted  for 
transacting  business  in  the  corn  and  meal  trade. 
Next  the  street  is  an  ascent  of  three  steps  to  a  range 
of  eight  lofty  Doric  i:olumns,  those  at  the  corners 
being  coupled;  between  them  are  iron  rails,  and  three 
iron  gates;  These  columns,  and  two  Others  in  the 
inside,  support  a  plain  building  two  storied  high^ 
containing  two  coffee  houses,  to  which  there  are 
ascents  by  two  flights  of  stone  steps,  underneath  the 
edifice;  Within  the  iron  gates  is  a  small  square, 
paved  with  broad  stones.  This  is  surrounded  by  a 
colonade,  composed  of  six  columns  on  each  side, 
and  four  at  the  ends.  Above  the  entablature  is  a 
handsome  balustrade^  surrounding  the  whole  square, 
with  an  elegant  vase  placed  over  each  column. 
Round  the  colonade  is  a  bro^d  space  covered  in, 
with  windows  in  the  roof,  for  the  use  of  the  corn- 
factors,  who  have  each  a  deskj  on  which  the  samples 
of  corn  to  be  sold  are  shown^  The  market  days  are 
Mondavj  Wednesdayj  and  Friday; 
^  Seething-lane  also  leads  out  of  Tower-Street,  to 
Hart-street  and  Crutched  Friars.  At  the  south  east 
corner  of  this  lane  stands  the  parish,  church  of  All- 
hallows  Barkii^.  The  name  of  this  church  is  de- 
rived from  its  dedication  to  all  the  Saints,  and  from 
having,  ip  ancient  time,  been  a  vicarage  in  the  gift 
of  the  Abbess  and  convent  of  Barking,  in  Essex :  but 

after 
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lifter  their  dMsolution,  the  adwwBoa  of  it  was  giveft 
by  King  Henry  YIIL  tQthe  Arcl^sbop  of  Canter- 
bury, in  whose  smcccssors  it  still  remains.  The  anti^ 
q[uity  (rf*  the  dj^rch  appears  from  a  chapel  faaviii|^ 
been^unded  in  it  by  King  Richard  L 

This  is  one  of  the  few  churches  that  escaped  the 
fire  in  1666;  it  is  of  considen&le  exttnfit,  being  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feiet  long,  sixty^^seven  broad,  and 
thirty-five  high.  The  steeple  is  a  plain  tow^,  with 
a  wiell  proportioned  turret,  the  ^titude  of  which, 
altogether,  is  about  eighty  feet.  Bound  the  church 
is  a  battlement,  and  the  body  of  it  is  well  enlightened 
by  two  rows  of  Gothic  windows. 

At  the  north-west  comer  of  Seethingrtane  is  Hart<- 
street,  in  which  is  situated  the  parisH  diureh  called 
St.  Olave,  Hart-street;  so  denominated  fiom  it» 
dedication  to  Olavey  or  Olaus,  King  of  Normandy, 
who  took  part  with  the  English  against  the  Ilianes  in 
defence  of  the  Christian  religion;  for  wych,  and 
the  punishment  he  suffered  on  account  of  this  reli- 
gion, be  had  the  honwr  of  being  canoiiised* 

Thiis  church  also  escaped  the  fire  df  London,  since 
which  time  it  has  had  several  repdirs  and  additions, 
particul^ly  a  new  portico,  which  is  formed  c^  Corin- 
thian pilasters,  with  an  arched  pediment.  The^church 
is  built  of  bfick  Itnd  stone,  and  the  body  of  it  forms 
an  exact  square  of  fifty-four  feet  in  length  and 
breddth  ;  the  height  of  the  roof  is  thirty  feet,  and 
that- of  the  steeple  sixty.  The  windows  are  laig^ 
and  Gothic,  and  everything  exceeding  plain,,ex?c^t 
the  '  p(»tico.  The  tower  consists  of  a  single  story 
above  the  roof, .  and  is  also  very  plain  j  but  it  h 
.cix>wned  with  a  well  proportioned  turret. 
'  In  Hart-street,  four  doors  from  Mark-kne,  up  n 
gate-way,  is  the  remains  of  the  residenceof  the  c<dk8- 
brated  Whittington.  In  the  dd  leases,  it  is  de« 
scribed  by  the  name  of  Whittington's  F^ace ;  and 
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Of  Aldgaie  ward.  -'^Bounds.'^^Precincis.  — -Vrincipal 
street. — Atdgate  High-street. — Priory  of  the  Holy  Tri^ 
nity.'^Tariskof  St.  James  Duke*s  Pldce-^St.  Michael'^ 
CfuipeL'^Increased  height  of  the  Ground  in  this  neigh^ 
lourhood. — St.    Andrew    Undershqft.-^Stow's  MonU" 

.  ment. — St.  Mary  Axe. -^Ironmonger's  Hall.-i^St.  Ca- 

tharine    Coleman.-^- Blanch-apelton. London^streeti 

— Fenchurch  Buildings. — Northumlerland'^alley.''^St. 
Catharine  Cree.-'-Crutched  Friars. ^^East  India  Ware- 
housei 

The  second  ward  within  the  walls  on  the  east 
side  of  the  city  is  Aldgate  ward,  which  takes  its 
name  from  the  gate,  u  is  bounded  on  the  north 
and  east  by  Portsoken  ward;  on  the  south  by 
Tower-street  ward,  and  on  the  west  by  Lang- 
bourn,  Lime-street,  and  Bishopsgate  wards.  It 
is  divided  into  seven  precincts;  and  is  governed  by 
an  alderman,  six  common-council-men,  twenty  in- 
^juest-men,  and  a  beadle;^  besides  the  officers  be- 
longing to  St.  James's,  Duke's  Places 

The  principal  streets  in  this  ward  are,  Aldgate^ 
High-street ;  Leadenhall-street,  as  far  as  Lime-^treet ; 
Fenchurch-street,  as  far  as  Fishmonger's-alley  inclu- 
sive ;  Jewry-street,  and  Crutched  Friars,  as  far  as 
Seething-lane ;  Shoemaker-row;  Bevis  Marks  to 
Camomile-street ;  St^  Mary  Axe ;  and  Lime-streef 
to  CuUum-street.  The  east  sides  of  St.  Mary  Axe 
and  Lime-street,  and  the  north  comer  of  Mark-lane, 
limit  the  extent  of  the  ward  west-ward ;  and  it 
reaches  to  Tower-hill  on  the  south. 

Aldgate  High-street  begins  where  Aldgate formerly 
stood,  an4  reaches  west-ward  as  far  as  the  stone 
pump  at  the  junction  of  Leadenhali-street  and  Fen- 
church-street ;  from  its  communication  with  White- 
ehapel,  it  is  a  great  thc»roughfare^ 

To 
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To  the  north  of  this  street  formerly  stood  the  pri^^ 
cry  of  Holy  Trinity,  founded  by  Queen  Maud,  wife 
to  King  Henry  1.  in  the  year  1 108,  for  canons  regular 
of  the  order  of  St.  Augustin,  with  great  endowments; 
among  which  the  said  king  granted  the  port  of  Aid- 
gate,  and  the  soke  thereunto  belonging,  &c.  And 
in  order  to  establish  this  foundation,  the  four  parishes 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  St.  Michael,  St.  Catharine, 
and  the  Blessed  Trinity,  were  united  in  the  one  pa?- 
rish  of  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  called  Christ- 
church:  the  prior  of  which  was  always  an  alder- 
man of  London,  and  of  the  ward  of  Portsoken ;  who 
sometimes  officiated  in  person,  and  sometimes  ap-^ 
pointed  a  temporal  deputy.  The  priory  was  built 
on  a  piece  of  ground  upwards  of  three  hundred  feet 
long,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Catharine,  towards  Aldgate, 
near  the  parochial  chapel  of  St.  Michael.  This  pri- 
ory was  said  to  have  been  the  richest  in  England,  and 
waJB,  probably  for  that  reason,  selected  to  be  the  ftrst 
that  was  dissolved  by  Henry  VIII.  in  the  year  1531? 
who  gave  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Audley,  speaker  of  the  parr 
liament,  for  his  services  in  opposition  to  Cardinal 
Wolsey.  Sir  Thomas  demolished  the  priory,  and  con- 
verted it  into  a  large  mansion,  where  he  resfided 
when  he  was  lord  chancellor.  The  only  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Thomas  being  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  this  estate  descended  to  the  dyke,  and  was 
from  that  time  known  by  the  name  of  the  Duke's 
place,  whith  it  has  retained  to  this  day.  But  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  losing  his  head  on  Tower-hill,  this 
mansion  descended  .  to  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  eldest  son  to  the  said  duke,  by  Audley'^ 
daughter;  who,  by  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale, 
dated  2 1  July,  34  Eliz.  sold  the  same  to  the  mayor, 
commonalty,  and  citizens  of  London,  tp  have  and  to 
hold,  to  them  and  their  successors. 

Some  remains  of  this  edifice  may  still  be  traced, 
pnveloped  in  more  modern  buildings;  from  which  it 

appears 
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appears  that  the  architecture  was  of  the  round  arch, 
or  what  is  called  the  Saxoa  style.  One  of  the  en- 
trances was  brought  to  view  in  1800,  by  an  acci- 
ffental  fire,  but  is  again  hidden, 

A  short  time  before  the  priory  oi  Holy  Trinity 
was  dissolved,  the  inhabitants  within  its  boundaries, 
who  had  been  deprived  of  their  parish  churches^  to 
fnake  way  for  that  religious  foundation,  petitioned 
and  obtained   leave,    under  certain  conditions  and 
restrictions,  to  build  a  chapel  in  the  church-yard  of 
the  said  priory,  for  their  own   convenience,^  which, 
escaping  the  rate  of  the  religious  houses  at  the  dissolu* 
tion  of  the  priory,  became  the  only  place,  after  -the 
conventual  church  was  pulled  down,  for  the  inhabit 
tants  within  thatdistrict  to  repair  to  for  divine  service. 
This,  however,  creating  some  dislike  among  the  in* 
habitants  of  DukeVplace,  they  were  desirous  of 
raising  a  proper  parish  church  for  themselves,  on  the 
ground  within  their  own  precinct:  to  effect  which, 
they  applied  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  for  his 
assistance ;  who  having  obtained  the  king's  warrant 
under  the  broad  seaU  for  proceeding  in  their  pious 
intention,  prevailed  with  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  common-council,  to  build  them  a  church  with 
the  stones  of  the  conventual  church,  which  then 
remained  on  the  premises.    This   was    accordingly 
done ;  and  the  church  was  consecrated  and  dedicated 
to  St.  James,  on  the  second  of  January,  1632.    It  is 
now  known  by  the  name  of  St  James,  Duke's  fhce  ; 
and  although  the  parish  is  in  the  ward  of  Aldgate,  yet 
it  is  a  precinct  within  itself,  under  a  minister,  two 
constables,  two  head  boroughs,  and  fifteen  jury-men. 
This  liberty  formerly  enjoyed   great  privileges,  in 
which  they  appear  to  have  been  more  protected  by 
the  power  of  the  Norfolk  family  than  by  right:  since 
the  lord  mayor  is  entitled  to  hold  a  court  leet  and 
baron,  and  the  city  olfBcers  can  arrest  for  debt,  and 
execute  warrants  within  it;  yet  aitificers  and  traders 
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open  shops  and  exercise  tl)eir  arts  here  although  not 
fi'eemen  of  the  city.  The  Jews  settled  here^  princi*- 
pally,  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  The  church, 
having  escaped  the  fire,  in.  1666,  still  retains  its  ori- 
ginal form.  The  body,  which  was  rebuilt  in  1727, 
is  well  enlightened;  and  the  tower,  which  is  com* 
posed  of  four  stages,  is  terminated  by  .a  very  singu- 
lar kind  of  turret,  in  the  form  of  a  canopy.  .  It  is  a 
curacy,  the  patronage  of  which  being  in  the  lord 
mayor  and  commonaity  of  London^  the  parish  claims 
a  right  of  exemption  from  the  Bisdiop  of  London^s 
jurisdiction,  in  matters  ecclesiastical. 

A  little  to  the  north  of  St.  Janies's  churchy  in 
DukeVplace,  is  a  Jews'  synagogue,  which  has  beea 
lately  so  enlai^ed  as  almost  to  join  the  church. 
-  Besides  this,  there  are  three  other  synagogues  in 
this  ward;  one  near  the  north  end  of  Bury  ^street,  by 
London-wall ;  another  at  the  end  of  Church-row ,  and 
a  third,  in  abuilding  which  was  forn^erly  Bricklayer's- 
hall,  $ituated  behind  the  houses  that  s^  nearly  op- 
posite to.  St.  Catharine  Cree-qhurch. 

Beneath  the  hpuise,  at  the  south-easjt  corner  of 
Leadenhall-street,  are  the  remains  of  the  parochial 
chapel  of  St  Michael,  mentioned  above;  which 
serve  "to  show,  to  what  a  prodigious  height  this  part 
of  the  city  has  been  raised;  for  the  shafts  of  the  pil- 
lars are  buried  at  least  sixteen  feet  in  the  ground, 
which,  with  ten  feet  for  the  present  internal  altitude, 
warrant  the  conclusion^; that  the  street  pavement 
is,  at  this  time,  twenty-six  feet  higher  than  the  level 
of  this  spot,  when  the  chapel  was  founded.  The' 
turo  aisles  remain,  the  pillars  and  arches  of  which 
are  in  fipe  preservation,  and  the  keys  Of  the  arches 
are  sculptured  with  well  executed  mask]s;<  the  walls 
are  of  square  pieces  of  chalk,  in  the  ipartner  of  Ro?- 
Chester  castle,  and  exhibit  as  skilful  ma^dnry  as  any 
l)uilding  in  this  age  of  reQneipenti    The  length  of 
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At  ehapel,  from  north  to  souths  cantnty  to  our 
mode  of  building  sacred  edifices^  y$  foTty-eight  feet, 
and,  from  east  to  west,  its  breadth  is  sixteen  feet. 

Stow  recovds  another  proof  of'tbe  increased  height 
of  this  neighbourhood*  He  says,  *  ^^  Betwixt  this, 
Belaeter's  (BiUiter)  lane,  and  Lame-street,  was  (•£ 
later  time),  a  frame  of  three  lair  houses,  set  up  in  the 
year  1 590,  in  place  where  before  was  a  large  gardea 
plot,  inclosed,  from  the  higlustreet,  with  a  brick  wall; 
which  wall  being  taken  dbwn,  and  the  ground  dig« 
ged  deep  for  ceUare^,  there  was  found,  ri^t  under 
the  said  brick  wall,  another  wall  of  stone,  with  a 
gate,  arched  of  stone,  and  gates  of  timber,  to  be 
dosed  in  ^e  midst,  towards  the  street,  the  timber  of 
the  gates  was  consumed,  but  the  hinges  of  yron  still 
lemained  on  their  staples,  on  both  the  sides.  More- 
over,  in  that  wall  were  square  windows,  with  bars  of 
yron,  on  either  side  the  gate;  this  wtil  was,  uhder^ 
^ound,  about  two  fathoms  deepe,  as  I  th^n  esteetn^d 
It,  and  seemeth  to  bee  the  ruins  of  some  housn 
burned  in  the  raigne  of  King  Stephen^  when  the  fire 
began  in  the  house  of  one  Alewarde,  near  London- 
iitone,  and  consumed  east  to  Aldgate;  whereby  it 
appeareth  how  greatly  the  ground  of  this  citie  hath 
been  in  that  place  raysed.'^ 

On  the  north  side  of  Leadenfaall-stneet,  and  at  the 
south  east  comer  of  St.  Maty  Axe,  stands  the  parish 
church  of  St  Attdnew,  fhe  A^rtle,  better  known  by 
the  name  of  St.  Andmw  Uhder^aft.  It  obtained 
the  latter  appellMion  from  a  high  May-pole,  or  ^h^^ 
which  was  set  up,  annually,  on  May-day,  in  th6  mid*- 
die  of  the  street,  opposite  the  south  door  of  the 
church,  and  was  h^her  than  the  church«st«epl^. 
After  the  insurrecticm  of  the  appmntices,  tMi  Evil 
May-day,  in  the  year  15179  the  shaft  was  hung  upoft 
n  mnge  of  hookS)  under  the  pent-4K)Uses  of  a  long 
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rovr  of  neighbouring  buildings^  tvb^re  it  retxmkxifti 
until  the  third  of  JEdward  VL^hen  a  fanatic  lureacbcf) 
called  Sir  Stephen,  curate  of  St.  Catharine,  Cree* 
church,  pteachiog^  at  St.  PmiFs-cron^  declaimed 
against  it»  as  being  aiade  an  idol,  by  naming  the 
church  under  that  shaft \  which  so  inflamed  his 
equally  £inatic  auditory,  that,  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
aijneday,  it  was^  with  great  labour,  lowered  froiQ 
the  hooks,  and  sawed  in  pieces;  each  man  taking 
for  .his  share,  the  portion  which  had  lain  over  hia 
door. 

The  church  was  originally  founded  in  1369;  but 
it  had  become  so  ruinous,  that  the  present  one  was 
begun  to  be  built  about  the  year  1 509,  and,  for  the 
most  part,  finished,  at  the  charge  of  William  Fitz* 
Williams,  who  was  sheriff  in  1607 ;  the  north  side^ 
however,  was  erected  by  Stephen  Jenyns,  lord  mayor, 
in  1608 ;  whose  arms  are  carved  above  all  the  pillars 
on  that  side.  It  was  not  completed  until  1539. 
This  diurcfa  escaped  the  flames,  in  1666.  It  is  a 
plain  Gothic  structure,  with  a  square  tower,  termi* 
nated  by  battlements,  with  pinnacles  at  the  comers; 
Mritfain  which  rises  a  turi-et,  that  contains  six  bells. 
The  length  of  the  church^  is  ninety-^ix  feet;  its 
breadth  nfty*four,  and  its  height,  to  the  roof,  forty^ 
two.  The  altitude  oi  the  square  tower  is  seventy- 
four  leet,  and  that  of  the  turret  seventeen  feet.  It 
lA  a  rectory,  in  the  petroncqge  of  the  Bishop  of  Lon*^ 
don.  Tha  window  over  the  altar,  contains  the  por- 
traits of  £dwac4  ^'*  Elizabeth,  JTames  I.  and  Charles 
I.  and  XL  and  is  a  fiiie  specimen  of  the  art  of  painting 
on  glass^  in  the  17th  centuiy. 

In  this  church  was  <  interred  the  fkithftii  and  able 
historiographer  of  liM  city,  John  Stow.  He  died  on 
the  ^h  of  April,  li60d,  and,  to  the  shame  of  his  time, 
H  gi^eat  poverty.  His  monument  is  still  in  being: 
iie  is  represented  sitting  with  « table  before  him,  on 

which 
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is  an  open  book,  with  many  book$  lying  be« 
side  him.  The  figuie  has  a  reverend  aspect,  with  a 
short  white  beardy  the  crown  of  the  head  bald,  and 
short  hair  above  the  ears;  it  is  of  terra«cotta,  or 
burnt  earth,  painted ;  a  common  practice  in  those 
days,  though  now  conadered  a  new  invention. 

The  name  of  a  church,  which  stood  form^ly  on 
the  north  side  of  Leadenhall-street,  is  still  pre- 
^served  in  that  of  the  street  called  St.  Mary  Axe. 
This  church  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
received  the  appellation  of  *'  at  the  Axe,"  from  a 
sign  which  hung  opposite  the  east  end  of  it.  But 
this  parish  being,  about  the  year  1565,  united  to  that 
of  St.  Andrew  Undershaft,  the  church  of  St.  Mary 
was  let  as  a  warehouse,  and  for  mechanical  purposes, 
till,  at  length,  it  became  so  ruinous,  that  it  was  en- 
tirely taken  down. 

On  the  north  side  of  Fenchurch-street,  is  a  very 
noble  hall,  erected  in  the  year  1748,  by  the  Iron- 
mongers, for  transacting  their  afiatrs  as  a  body  cor- 
porate. This  edifice  is  entirely  fronted  with  stone, 
;Rnd  the  whole  lower  story  is  wrought  in  rustic.  The 
icentre  part  of  the  building  projects  a  litde ;  and  in 
this  are  a  laige  arched  entrance,  and  two  windows, 
with  two  others  on  each  side.  Over  this  rustic  story 
i-ises  the  superstructure,  which  has  a  light  rustic  at 
the  comers,  to  kee;^  up  a  correspoadence  with  the 
rest  of  the  building:  the  part  which  projects,  is  orna- 
mented with  four  ionic  pilasters,  coupled,  but  with 
a  large  intercolumniation.  In  the  middle  ja  s^  very 
noble  Venetian  window,  and  over  it  a  circular  one'. 
In  each  space,  between  the  pilasters,  is  a  smaller  win- 
dow, with  an  angular  pediment;  and  over  these  are 
also  circular  ones ;  but  the  sides  have  arched  win- 
dows, with  square  ones  over  them.  The  centml 
-part  is  crowned  with  a  pediment,  supported  by  these 
pilasters,  and  in  its  plane  are  carved  the  arms  ot*  the 

company. 
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company,  with  handsome  decorations  in  relievo.  The 
rest  of  the  building  is  terminated  by  a  balustrade 
crowned  with  vases. 

On  the   opposite  side  of  Fenchurch-street,   in 
Church-row,  formerly  Magpye-alley,  stands  the  pa- 
rish church  of  St:  Catharine  Coleman,  which  is  so 
denominated  from  its  dedication  to  St.  Catharine,  a 
virgin  of  Alexandria,  celebrated  for  her  great  know- 
ledge in  philosophy,  and  as  being  a  martyr  for  the 
Christian,  faith,    rlt  received  the  addition  of  Cole- 
man, from  a  gr6at  yard  or  garden,  called,  at  that 
time,  Coleman-haw,  in  the  parish  of  the  Trinity,  af- 
terwards Christ-church.    It  is  a  rectory  of  ancient 
foundation,  even  so  far  back  as  the  year  1346.   The 
old  church  was  substantially  repaired,  and  a  south 
aisle  added,  in  1489,  by  Sir  William  White,  Lord 
Mayor  of  London.     It  escaped  the  fire  of  London, 
in  1666  ;  but,  being  much  buried  by  the  raising  of 
the  street,  in  1734,  it  was  pulled  down,  and  the  pre- 
sent church  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  pa- 
rish, under  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  13 
Geo.  II.  whereby,  and  by  another  act  passed  for  the 
sanle  purpose,  the  parishioners  were  enabled  to  raise 
money,  by  annuities,  at  the  rate  of  eight  pounds  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  to.  rate  the  inhabitants,  to  pay 
the  said  annuities.    -': 

'  This  church  was  originally  in  the  patronage  of  the 
Dean  of  ^t.  MartinVle-Grand,  London;  and  so  con^- 
tinued'trll  that  religious '  house,  with  its  appurte^ 
nances,  was  annexed  to  the' abbey  of  Westftiihster; 
after  which  it  fell  to-  the  crown,  and  the  advawson 
was  pven,  by  Queen  Mary,  oh  the  3d  of  March,  in 
the  first  y ear  of  her  reigri, -to  the  Bishop  of  London^ 
jind  his succedsoFslhthat see,.fi)r^ver.  -  The  pr^eht 
church  has%  lofty  body,  well  lighted  with  two  rows 
of  windows,  The  ste^e  is  a  plain  towtr,  crowned 
with  battlements;  and  the  floor  is  ra^AKi  sofiHich 

above 
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above  the  surfiice  of  th«  street,  that  there  is  an  a^ent 
of  several  steps  into  the  church,  from  the  church- 
yard ;  by  which  means,  there  is  littk  reason  to  ex- 
pect this  edifice  will  ever  tM  under  the  like  disad-* 
vantage  with  the  fonner. 

In  this  parish  was  the  manor  of  Blanch- Apleton, 
now  called  Blind  Chapel-court,  at  the  north-east 
comer  of  Mark»lane.  In  the  3d  of  Edward  IV.  all 
basket-makefs,  wire-drawers,  and  other  foreigners, 
were  permitted  to  have  shops  in  the  manor  of 
l^btnch-Apelton,  and  no  where  else,"  within  the  city 
or  suburbs. 

Between  the  church  and  Mark-lane,  is  a  street^ 
called  London-street,  from  being  buik  on  the  spot 
where  the  London-tavern,  the  6r^  house  of  that  de- 
scription, in  the  city,  formerly  stood. 

Opposite  this  church  is  a  very  neat  street,  called 
fenchurch-buildings ;  to  the  east  of  which  is  North- 
umberland-alley,  so  called  from  the  mansion-house 
of  the  two  earls  of  Northumberland,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VL  one  of  whom  lost  his  life  in  the  battle  of 
St  AMban's;  the  other  in  that  of  Towtoii.  Being 
afterwards  deserted  by  thePercies,  the  gardens  were 
made  into  bowling-alleys,  and  other  parts  into  dicing 
houses ;  but,  in  Stow's  time,-  **•  this  ancient  and  only 
patron  of  mis-rule,*^  was  forsaken  by  her  gamesters, 
and  converted  into  a  number  of  small  cottages,  for 
strangers  and  others. 

At  the  south-east  aogte  of  Cree-chiirch-lane,  in 
Leadenhall-street,  stands  the  church  of  St.  Catharine 
Cree.  This  church  received  its  name  from  being 
dedicated  to  St.  Catharine,  an  Egyptian  virgin,  and 
is  dii^tingiiished  from  other  churches  of  the  same 
name,  by  the  addition  of  Cree,  or  Christ,  from  its 
situation  in  the  ctimetery  of  the  conventual  church 
of  the  Holv  Trinity,  which  ^as  originally  called 
Christ-church. 

King' 
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King  Henry  YIIL  in  his  grant  of  the  priory  of 
Holy  Trinity  to  Sir  Thomas  (aft€f wardu  Lord)  And* 
ley,  gave  thin  chu||h  ateo;  the  prior  and  canons  of 
Christ-church  having  been,  originally^  and  always, 
patrond  thereof.  When  Lord  Audley  died,  he,  by 
his  will,  bequeathed  it  to  the  master  and  fellows  of 
Magdalen«college,  in  Cambridge,  and  their  suoces- 
sow,  whom  he  enjoined  to  serve  the  cure  (or  ever  i 
who  leased  out  the  impropriation  to  the  parishioners 
for  ninety-nine  years;  but  a  dispute  arising,  between 
die  college  and  the  parish,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said 
lease,  in  1795,  about  a  renewal,  a  lease  was  granted 
to  Jerome  Knapp,  haberdasher  of  London ',  and,  in 
order  to  settle  the  difference,  it  was  agreed,  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  ann.  should  be  rais^ 
by  the  parishioners,  in  lieu  of  tythes,  &c.  out  of 
which  the  officiating  curate  should  be  paid  fifty 
pounds  per  annum,  for  the  first  ten  years,  besides 
surplice  fees,  &c.  and,  after  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  seventy  pounds  per  annum,  besides  surplice 
fees ;  and  this  agreement  Was  confinn^  by  act  of 
parliament,  in  the  month  of  May,  1727. 

The  present  structure  was  erected  in  1 630,  and 
the  dial  post  and  clock,  in  1669.  It  is  built  of  stone, 
in  a  mixed  style.  It  has  rounded  battlements  on  tive  * 
top,  and  a  aquia-e  tower,  with  battlements  of  the  same 
kind.  This  tower  is  crowned  with  a  square  turret, 
over  which  is  a  dome,  and  ftom  its  summit  rises  the 
weathercock.  The  length  of  the  church  is  ninety 
feet ;  the  breadth  fifty-one ;  the  altitude  of  ^e  roc^ 
which  is  squate,  supported  by  pilasters  and  columns 
of  the  Composite  owler,  is  thirty-seven  feet ;  and  that 
of  the  steeple,  is  seventy-five  feet. 

At  the  west  end  of  this  church,  adjoining  tO  th^ 
^steeple,  stands  a  pillar  of  the  old  church,  as  it  was 
erected.  This  pillar,  from  the  base  to  the  chapiter, 
upon  which  the  arch  was  turned,  being  eighteen 

feet 
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feet  high,  and  but  three  to  be  seen  above  ground, 
shows  tlje  height  to  which  the  floor  of  the  new 
church  has  been  raised  above  that  of  the  old. 

This  church  is  a  curacy;  and  the  parisliioners  have 
the  privilege  of  chobsing  their  own .  minister,  who 
must  be  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of  London. 

Crutched-friars  is  so  called  from  a  house  of  the 
Crouched  or  Crossed  Friars  (F rat  res  Sancii  Crucis), 
which  stood  there,  and  was  founded  in  the  year 
1298,  by  Ralph  Hosier  and  William  Sabemes,  who 
became  friars  in  it.  Originally,  they  carried  in  their 
hands  an  iron  cross,  which  they  afterward^  changed 
into  one  of  silver.     On  their  garments,  they  wore  a 
cross  of  red  cloth.    A  prior  of  this  house,  not  so  ob- 
servant as  he  ought  to  have  been  of  the  rules  of  con- 
tinence prescribed,  by  the  order,  was  caught,  on  a 
Friday,  a  day  of  more  than  ordinary  mortification  and 
devotion,  iu  the  apartment  of  a  lewd  woman,  by 
some  of  the  visitors  .appointed  by  the.  Vi<?ai>general, 
Cromwell.'  The  scandalized  visitors  pocketed  a  bribe 
of  thirty  pounds,  given  them  by  the  detected  prior, 
and  reported,  the  transaction  to  their  employer.   This 
hasikened  the  dissolution  of  the  house,  which  was' 
granted  by  Henry  VJII.  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  who 
^  byilt  B  handsome  mansion  on  the  site.     The  fridts' 
hall  was  cpnverted  into  a  glass-house,  the  first  manUr 
facture  of  that  article  in  England;  which,  on  the  4th 
of  September,  1 675^  was  destroyed  by  fire.     On  the 
site  of  this  religious  house,  now  stands  a  most  magni- 
ficent warehouse  for  teas,  belonging  to  the  East  IndiSi.. . 
♦company.   It  is  a  regular  oblong  square,.of.two.hun- 
jired.  and  fifty  feet,  by  a  hundred  and  sixty  ;  inclos- 
ing a  court  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  by  si^cty,  ep-^ 
tered  by  an  arched  gateway, . 
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CHAP.  VL 

Of  Linie'Sireet  IVard^^^Bounds.-^Precincts^^^'Principal 
Piaces^-^Leadenhall. — Easi  India  Hause^ 

The  next  is  Lime-street  ward,  so  called  from  the 
street,  which  is  supposed  to  have  received  this  name 
from  making  or  selling  lime  there.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  east  ancf  north  by  Aldgate  ward,  on  the  west  by 
Bishopsgate  ward,  arid  on  the  south  by  Langboum 
ward.  It  is  divided  into  four  precincts,  and  is  undei^ 
the  government  of  an  alderman,  four  common- 
council-men,  four  constables,  thirteen  inquest-men, 
and  a  beadle.  Though  this  ward  runs  through 
several  parishes,  there  is  not  any  church  in  it,  neither 
id  there  a  whole  street  throughout  it.  The  only 
two  buildings  in  it  deserving  of  notice,  are  Leaden- 
hall  and  the  East  India  House. 

Leadenhall  is  situated  on  the  s6uth  side,  and  near 
the  west  end  of  the  street  of  that  name.  It  was 
originally  a  manor-house,  belonging  to  Sir  Hugh 
Neville,  in  the  year  1 309 ;  and  was  pui'chased  by 
the  munificent  Whittington  in  1408,  who  afterwards 
presented  it  to  the  city.  In  1419,  Sir  Simon  Eyre 
erected  a  public  granary  here,  built  with  stone,  in  its 
present  form.  He  also  built  a  chapel  within  the 
square,  which  he  intended  to  apply  to  the  uses  of  a 
foundation  for  a  warden,  six  secular  priests,  six  clerks, 
and  two  choristers ;  arid  also  for  three  schoolmasters : 
and  he  left  three  thousand  marks,  to  the  Drapers' 
Company  to  fulfil  his  intent,  which  was  never  ex- 
ecuted ;  but,  in  1 4*66,  there  was  a  firaternity  of 
sixty  prieete  here^  founded  by  WilHam  JRouse,  and 
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two  Others,  some  of  whom  celebrated  divine  service 
to  the  market  people  daily. 

This  hodse  was  us^d  for  m^ny  other  purposes*: 
anciently  it  was  the  city  arsenal,  and,  fix)m  its 
strength,  it  was  considered  as  the  chief  fortress  with- 
in the  city,  ipt  c^s^  of  popular  tuQiukts.  Stow  sayer^ 
thatin  his  ydutia,  the  comuMmbeamibiweigfeiag  wool 
and  other  wares,  was  in  a  part  of  the  north  quadrant, 
on  th^  east  side  of  the  north  gs^te ;  oa  tj)ew4»t  side  of 
the  gate  were  scales  to  weigh  meai,  T^  otbes 
three  sides  weKe  reserved,  for  the  xnoet  psirtt  tp.  tlw 
making  and  re^tii^g  of  the  pageants  showed  ^  Mi(^ 
:^ummei:,  in  the  watch.  The  remn^il^t  of  the  side9 
Hnd  quadrants  were  eii^ploy^  for  the  stojwage  of 
YCOcJrS^cksi  but  not  closed  ypv  The-  I0&&  abav€» 
were  partly  used  by  p^iaters  in  working  for  the  deck- 
ing of  pageants  and  othei;  devices ;  aniA  the  r^iduer 
was  let  to  merchaiPts  and  to  woolwinders  aod  pack- 
ers, to  wind  and  p^^k  their  wool  therein. 

In  its  present  st^eit  19  used  as  a  iparket  for  pfo^ 
visions  and  various  other  articles,  and  is  ^mpposjed  to 
be  the  ntiost  exti^psiye  iQ  EurofiOw  )t  coo&i^  of 
three  courts  or  yardsh  tUe  first  of  wl^ich  is.  th^t  at  the 
^^th  east  corner  of  Gracechurch>  opening  into 
t'eadenhall-street.  It  co^ta^qs  a  great  number  of 
iiitalla(»:  atan;dines  for  lMt<?}^rs ;;  a^<j^  9S  theipe  i^  but 
littte  m^at  sold  here^  ex^cept  beef,  it  ia  distii^^guisheU 
by  the  nai3^  Qf  th^  R^ef^^nj^r^qt  Qsk  TiAe-^^y^  thi^ 
yard  is  a  ngijarket  for  ],eather ;  oq  Thiirsd^ya  the:  wag<r 
gons  ficom.  Colchester  and  othei;  part^  co^io  wit^ 
bai:^e^  &c^ajid  aUo  tifie  feUi^o^d^iers^^  with  their  wool^ 
on.  Fdd^ys.  it  is  a  iparket,  fw  raw  feitjes^i  and  Oft 
Saturdays,  for  beef. 

The  second  n>arket-yaFd  i£f  called  the  (Jreen-^ya?d9 
9^  being  o<;^ce  a  green  plot  of  grQVin4;  afti^r wards  it 
WW  the  city V  stove-y^rd  fof  m^eri^is  fo«  bMik^iBg 
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ttid  A^  likisy  but  now  a  market  fbr  Veal,  ltiuttx)n, 
lamb,  &c.  Thft  yurd  hath  in  it  a  hundred  and 
forty  st&lte,  all  (Covered  ov^r,  and  of  the  bigness  of 
those  tft  the  Beef-<n]arket.  In  the  middle  df  this 
Green-yard-market,  is  ^  rbw  of  shops,  with  room* 
over  them  for  Fishmongers ;  and  also  on  the  south 
side  and  West  end  ate  houses  and  shops  for  fii^h- 
itidngers*  Towards  the  east  end  of  this  yatd  i$ 
erected  a  market^house^  standing  upon  columns, 
with  vaults  undetnetith,  and  rooms  above,  with  a 
bell^towepfi,  and  a  clock,  and  under  it  are  but«- 
chers'  stalbL  The  tenements  round  about  this 
yafdt  are^  for  the  most  part,  inhabited  by  cooks, 
irictuaUers,  and  such  like;  and  in  the  passagesj^lead-^ 
ing  out  of  the  streets  into  this  market,  are  fish^ 
mongers,  poulterers,  cheesemongers,  &nd  such  likd 
traders. 

The  third  market,  belonging  to  Leadetihall,  is 
called  the  Herb-market,  because  only  herbs,  roots, 
fruit,  &c.  are  sold  there.  The  West,  east,  and  north 
sides,  have  walks  round  them,  covered  over  for  shel^ 
ter,  and  standing  upon  columns;  in  which  walks 
there  ai-e  twenty^-eight  stalls  for  gardeners^  with  cel- 
lars under  them. 

Being  rebuilt  in  the  year  1730,  it  is  now  called, 
I^ew  Market,  or  Nashe^s  tlents,  and  hath  shops  iil 
it,  chiefly  for  butchers,  and  a  new  passage  into  Lime- 
street.  There  is,  also,  in  this  yard,  oue  range  of 
atalls,  covered  over,  for  such  as  sell  tripe,  neats'* 
feet,  sheeps^-trotters,  &c.  And,  on  the  south-side, 
the  tenements  are  taken  up  by  victuallers,  pout 
terem,  cheesemongers,  butchers,  ahd  such  like.  Be- 
yond this,  are,  likewise,  some  shops,  built  in  the  year 
1730,  in  that  part  called,  the  Old  Bacon-toatket, 
which  are  chiefly  occupied  by  poultetefs,  and  duch 
m  deal  in  bacQn» 

On. 
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On  the  same  side  of  the  street,  a  little  niore  to  the 
east,  stands  the  East  India-house,  which  was  greatly 
enlarged,  and  new  fronted,  in  the  year  1799:  it 
occupies  the  site  of  the  house  and  gardens,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  Earls  of  Craven,  of  whom  the  com** 
pany  rented  it,  prior  to  1736,  when  the  old  East  India^* 
house  wasbuilt.  The  principal  entrance,  from  Leaden- 
ball-street,  16  through  a  portico,  consisting  of  six  fluted 
columns,  of  the  Ionic  order,  supporting  a  frieze,  de-« 
porated  with  antique  ornanients,  surmounted  by  a 
pediment,  in  the  tympanum  of  which  is  an  elegant 
group  of  emblematical  figures.  The  principal  figure 
|n  this  group  represents  his  majesty,  leaning  oi^  bis 
3word,  which  is  in  his  left  hand,  and  extending  the 
shield  of  protection,  v\  ith  his  right  arm,  over  Britan«f 
nia,  who  is  embracing  Liberty.  On  one  side,  Mer-« 
cury,  attended  by  Navigation,-  and  followed  by  tri-. 
tons  and  sea-horses,  emblematical  of  Commerce,  in^ 
troduces  Asia  to  Britannia,  at  whose  feet  she  pours 
put  her  rich  productions.  On  the  other  side  is  Or^ 
idler,  accompanied  by  Religion  and  Justice.  Behind 
these  appears  the  city  barge,  and  other  emblems  of 
London,  near  which  are  Integrity  and  Industry.  The 
western  angle  is  filled  by  the  Thames,  and  the  eastern 
by  the  Ganges;  indicative  of  their  respective  posi- 
tions.  On  the  apex  of  this  pediment  is  a  pedestal, 
on  which  is  Britannia,  seated  on  her  lion,  and  hold- 
ing, in  her  left  hand,  a  spear,  with  a  cap  of  liberty 
upon  it.  Above  one  extremity  of  the  portico  is  Eu-? 
rope,  seated  on  a  b^rse,  and  above  (he  otjier,  Asia, 
on  a  camel, 

Under  this  portico  is  the  door  of  the  hall,  from 
which  a  lQDg4)assage  leads  to  a  court,  surrounded  by 
offices  for  different  purposes.  In  it  are  two  of  Tip-? 
poo's  lopg  tyger  guns,  the  muzzles  of  which  are 
inoulded  to  represent  the  extended  jaws  of  that  fcr 
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rocious  animal:  the  workmanship  of  these  pieces  is 
Worthy  of  admiration . 

The  court  room  is  on  the  right  of  the  entrance;  it 
is  very  elegantly  fitted  up,  and  W€^ll  lighted  by  two 
rows  of  windows,  on  the  left  hand  side.  The  chim- 
ney-piece .  is  of  fine  white  marble,  the  cornice  erf 
which  is  supported  by  two  caryatides  of  statuary 
marble,  on  pilasters  of  veined  marble.  Above  this 
is  an  emblematical  design,  in  fine  white  marble, 
representing  Britannia  seated  on  a  globe,  under  a 
rock,  by  the  sea  side,  with  a  trident  in  her  left  hand, 
and  her  right  arm  on  a  shield,  bearing  the  union 
crojss.  Behind  her  are  two  boys;  one  leaning  on  ^ 
cornucopia,  the  other  playing  with  its  contents.  Be^ 
fore  her  are  three  female  figures:  the  first, 'repre* 
senting  India,  offers  her  a  casket  of  jewels,  from, 
which  a  string  of  diamonds  are  hanging  down.  Next 
her  is  Asia,  holding  an  incense  pot  in  one  hand,  and 
the  bridle  of  a  camel  in  the  other.  The  third  figure 
represents  Africa,  decorated  with  the  spoils  of  an 
elephant,  and  one  hand  resting  on  the  head  of  a  lion* 
On  the  shore  is  the  god  of  the  Thames,  holding  a 
rudder  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  cornucopia  in  his  left. 
Above  ^U  are  the  companys'  arms,  tastefully  deco^ 
rated.  In  this  room  are  elegant  paintings  of  Fort 
St.  George,  Bombay,  Fort  William,  Tellicherry,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  St.  Helena,  There  are 
many  other  good  paintings  in  the  different  rooms, 
particularly,  two  portraits  of  Marquis  Comwallis  and 
Governor  Hastings,  in  the  room  for  the  committee 
of  correspondence,  both  bequeathed  to  the  company 
by  William  Larkin,  Esq.  In  the  upper  story  of  the^ 
building  is  a  room  fitted  up  as  a  library,  in  which  a 
collection  of  books,  in  all  the  oriental  languages,  is  form- 
ing. It  is  already  rich  in  specimens  of  Hindostanee, 
l^ersian,  and  Chinese  manMscripts  and  printed  works, 

w4 


406  HISTORY  AKD  SURVST  OP 

0 

and  contams  a  comidete  set  of  the  materiab  for  prait- 
ing  a  book  in  the  Chinese  language ;  consisting  not 
only  of  the  blocker  with  which  each  page  is  printed, 
but  also  of  the  tocds  i<x  cutting  them;  the  ink,  press, 
&c.  Here  is  also  a  museum  of  nattual  curiosities, 
and  sereral  specimens  of  antiquities,  particularly  the 
Roman  pavement,  lately  found  before  the  house  in 
Le&denhaU-street» 
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CHAP.Vn. 

I 

-^Princ^pal  Streets^ — Gracechurch^sireet.^r^LeadenhM 
Hsrb'imtrket — Bishopsgate'Street-^Old  Houses.'-^Lm^ 
don-''tav€rn.''^Antiquiti€^»'^^'Cfoshf'Square* — R€fnain$ 
^Richard  Jlld's  muse.'^'Great  St.  Helen's. — Parish 
vkurchqfSt.  Heten.-^' Bancroft* s  Monument.^— JudJ^s 
AlTns-MUses.-^-^LUttt  Si.  Hetens-^Leather^sellers*  HalL 
Old  Priory ^"^Roman  Pavement. ^^Church  of  St.  RtkeU 
iurgh.r^MariMe  Socieij/.^^t^  Botolph  witndui  Bishops- 
^aIe.''--'OldBeihlcm^'^m'LondQn  JVorkhome."  'Devonshire^* 
square.^^Old  Artillery ^gr<rmi»''-^osp\i(il  of  St%  Miiry 
Spital. — Spiial  Sermons. — New  Broad-street. 

The  ward  of  BSsbopsgate  tak^s  ite  nwo/^  from  tlm 
gitt€>  wlMch  sitogd  alinost  in  theeentre  of  it,  between 
the  enda  of  Caio^omile-fttreet  aotd  W(Mrmwood«6treeU 
It  13  bounded  en  the  east  by  Aldgate-ward,  Ports 
tiokenhWftfd,  wd  part  of  ^  Tower  liberty ;  on  tlte 
south,  by  Langboura-ward ;  on  the  west,  by  Broad* 
street-^wasd>  ai>d  on  the  nortK  by  Shoreditch.  It 
extends,  from  the  bars,  at  the  m)rth  end,  near  SpitaLi 
squa^re,  on  both-  ^ides  of  the  way,  as  &ff  as.  tibie  pump, 
at  \h%  QOTftc^r  of  St,  Mwtin  Outwich>  and  then, 
winding  by  the  west  corner  of  LeadenhaU^  dawa 
Gr^ceehurch-^reet,  aa  &r  ad  Fencbiarclhstreet  and 
i<o«iiJb(^r^streeL 

.  This  wai^d  CQngMtsts  of  two  parts ;  viz.  Bishopsgate 
wiihiis^s  91^  Bichopsgate  without,  aad  is:  divided  into 
Bine  pveeiocts;  &ve  ia  the  formev,  and  four  ia  the 
UitteK  past.  It  is  governed  bj$r  one  alderwao,  feurteea 
coinj9^nr<^oikMiiiw*viefi>  ischfldingtvwdeputiesy  seven 
iSimatobles,  tlt^ifteQU  iiiqii!eflft<meo«  and  two  beadk&: 

The 
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The  principal  streets  and  places  in  this  ward 
are,  Bishop^te-street,  Gtacechurch-street,  Crosby-* 
square^  Great  and  Little .  St.  Helens,  Old  Bethlem^ 
Devonshire-square,  And  New  Bfbad-street. 

Grace,  or  Grass-chilrch-street,  so  called  from  a 
grass-mSrket,  fefmetly  hdld  there,  is  A  spacious  ^ell- 
Built  street,-  inhabited,  principdllyi  by  respectable 
shopkeepers.  It  begins  at  Eastcheap,  and  ends  at 
the  cross-«way  formed  by  it,  Leadenhiil-str^efe^  Bi- 
skopsgafe-sjtreet,  and  Corntiill;  but  the  part  of  it  be- 
tween Lombard*6trei:c  and  £iastcheapr;ls  not  in  this 
ward.  .'' '' 

Leadenhali  Herb-market,  the  principal  entrance 
to  which  is  from  Gracechurch-streetj  is  in  this  ward* 
It  is  latge,  aild  well  supplied  with  vegetables  of  all 
kinds. 

Bishopsgate-street  ii^  very  long  atd  spacious,  and 
coTlsistd,  principally,  of  htodsome  buildiiig/ ;  but  as 
k  all  escaped  the  fire  in  1666,  ej^eept yflie  south 
ctid,  many  of  the  houses  still  remain  specimens  of  the 
ancient  architecture  of  London;  particul^riy  a  public 
hoilise,  on  the  west  side,  at  the  comer  of  Half-moon« 
alley,  known  by  the  sign  of  Sir  Paul  Pymjar.  The 
White-hart  Tavern,  another  building,  equally  cele- 
brated for  its  antiquity,  stood  just  without  the  gate  * 
the  date,  in  front  of  it^  is  1480;  but  all  remains  of  the 
old  edifice  had  disappeared,  wh^  Pennant  wrote  hiss 
Account  of  London* 

i  The  south  end  of  this  street  was  again  burned  in 
the  year  1765,  and  an  elegant  row  of  buildings 
erected  on  the  spot;  among  which  is  the  LondiMi- 
tavern,  where  large  meetings  of  merchants  and 
others  are  frequently  held^  as  well  for  business  as 
for  purposes  of  pure  conviviality.  In  clearing  the 
rubbish,  to  make  way  for  these  buildings,  the  re- 
Ittains  of  an  ancient  church  or  chapel  were  disco« 
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Vtted,  which  had  16ng  terv^d  for  the  \jses*  \rf  ceft- 
laring  to  the  foiir  houses,  that  covered  this  relic  df 
entiqutty;  but  when,  or  by  whom^  this  old  chufch 
was  founded,  cannot  be  traced.  The  inside  of  il 
measured  forty,  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-six  lA 
breadth.  The  roof  was  only  ten  feet  ninet  inches 
•from  the!  floor,  occasioned  by  the  raising  of  the 
ground  in  this  part  of  the  city.  .  /: 

,  It  was  conjectured,  that  the  premises  liefe  menj- 
tioned  were  the  remains  of  a  church,  which  ^  oiiccj 
stood  at  the  top  of,  or  above,  Cornhill,  dedicated  t5 
St,  Andrew  the  Apostle ;  firom  whidi  the  oth^# 
churchy  at  the  corner  ol*  St.  Mary  Axe,  dedicsaled  fl> 
the  same  saint,  was  distinguished  by  the  addition  of 
Undershaft. 

.  About  twelve  feet  farther  to  the  north,  and  under 
the  housC)  where  the'fire  was  supposed  to  have  be- 
gun, there  was  another  stone  building,  thirty  feet 
Jong,  fourteen  feet  broad,  and  eight  feet  high,  with 
a  door  <Sn  the  north  side,  a  window  at  the  east  end; 
and  the  appearance  of  another  at  the  west  end.  This 
building  was  covered  with  a  semicircular  arch,  made 
of  small  pieces  of  chalk,  in  the  fomi  of  bricks,  and 
rubbed  with  ptone,  resembling  the  arches  of  a  bridge : 
but  this  structure  did  not  appear  to  have  any  con- 
nection with  the  first;  nor  does  any  ancient  history 
give  us  the  least  account  thereof,  nor  of  any  rrfi- 
gious  or  other  remarkable  fdiiadation  in  this  neigh^ 
bourhood,  that  could  be  so  strangely  buried.    . 

On  the  east  side  of  Bishop^te*street  is  Crosby^'- 
squarev  so  called  from  Sir  John  Crosby,  Knt.  who 
built  a  large  house  here,  in  1466.  This  house  was 
the  city  residence  o£  Richard,  Diike  of  Gk)uc«5ter, 
while  the  mesiscyres,  which,  eventually,  secured  him 
the  crown,  were  concerting.  Part  of  this  house  still 
remains,  on  the  north  side  of  the  entrance  into  the 
^uare»  which  is  ehix^fly  built  ooi  the  garden-ground 
^  VOL.  ir.  ^  SS  ^^^' 
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that  |>eIoiiged  to  the  house.  The  part,  intproperly 
called  Richard  Illd/s  chapel,  is  ttill  very  entire.  Jt 
is  a  beautiful  Gothic  building,  with  a  bow  window 
at  one  end ;  the  roof,  which  is  of  timber,  elegantly 
carved,  is  very  worthy  of  admiration.  This  building- 
is  flow  the  residence  of  a^ackerr 

At  a  short  distance  tiorth  of  this  square,  in  a  hastd- 
some  op^n  place,  called,  from  the  church,'Great  St. 
Helen's,  stands  the  parish  church  of  St.  Helen,  so 
denominated  from  its  dedication  to  St.  Helena,  the 
mother  Of  Constantine  the  Great.  The  patronage  of 
it  Appearti  to  have  been  anciently  in  lay  hands;  for^ 
m  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  one  Ranvlph,  with  his  son 
Robert)  granted  it  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St* 
Paul's,  by  whom  it  was,  some  time  after,  granted  to 
William  Fitzwilliam,who,  in  12 IS,  founded  the  priory 
of  St.  HeleUj  and  conferred  the  advowson  of  the 
church  on  the  prioress  and  nuns,  in  whom  it  conti<» 
nued  till  the  suppression  of  their  convent,  int  1 539 i 
y^hfsn  it  canie  to  iht  crown.  In  the  year  lo51,  Ed* 
watd  YI.  granted  the  advowson  to  Nicholas  Ridley, 
Bishop  of  London,  and  his  successors ;  which  grant 
Was  confirmed  by  Que^n  Mary,  in  1553:  but  it  ap«» 
pears  tb  have  reverted  to  the  crown  afterwards ;  for, 
in  1568,  Queen  Elisabeth  granti^d  it,  by  lease,  to 
Cadjear  AMermarie,  and  Thomas  Colcel,  in  trust  for 
tlve  pmshionera,  for  a  term  of  twenty ^ne  years; 
which  leate  being  expired,  she  sold  it  to  Michael 
and  Edward  Stanhope,  to  be  held  by  them,  their 
belts  aitd  asSM^ns,  in  soccage.  It  has,  howevor,  been 
since  re-granted  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  $t. 

This  church,  which  escaped  the  fire  of  London,  inf  ^ 
1666,  is  a  Gothic  structure  of  the  lighter  kind,  con* 
Sisting  of  a  plain  body,  with  large  windows.     ThcJ 
leligt^  of  it  is  one  hundred  and  eleven  feet,  \m 
bceadth  fifty^  and  its  altitude  thir^-eight;  t^at  of 
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the  tower,  which  was  not  built  tSU  I669i  tf  mxty* 
eight  feet.  It  is  adorned  with .  rustic  work  aft' the 
camers,  and  crowned  with  a  turret  and  dome,  wh^da 
are  two  beils« 

In  this  church  are  several  very  furious  iiionu* 
ments;  particularly  that  c^  Franck  JSoiKfoft^  onto  of 
the  lord  mayor's  oncers,  who  havings  in  a  course  of 
years,  amassed  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money^  by 
the  most  niercenary  and  illegal  practices  in  3»is'office, 
left  die  principal  part  of  it  in  trust  t^  tUe  Brapcrs' 
company,  to  found  and  maintain  an  talmft^houise,f0i' 
twenty-four  almsnnen,  a  chapel^  and  a  ^school^  and 
to  keep  this  monum^it,  which  he  ereoted  in  Isis 
life-time^  in  gopd  and  subataiKtial  repair;  iiri£biA 
whkh  he  is  emboweled,  embalmed,  and  in  a  pbe$tj 
^  or  box,  made  with  a  lid,  to  fall  down,  with  a  pair  <tf. 
hinges,  without  any  fastening;  and  a  piece  of  sqiw«d 
glass  in  the  lid,  just  over  his  face«  It  is  a  i^er^^ifif 
monument,  almost  square,  and  has  a  door  for  tb6 
sexton  to  go  in  and  clear  it  from  dust  aad  a4)^bs$ 
but  the  keys  of  the  iron  rails  abcaat  tbe  monumeiit, 
and  of  the  vault  door,  afe  kept  by  the  ciork  of  thil 
Drapers'  company.  The  minister  has  twenty  ekiU 
lings  for  preaching  a  sermon,  once  ayear^  in  eomme^ 
moration  of  Mr.  Bancroft's  charities ;  on  which  occa^- 
fiion,  the  alms-men  and  sdaolso^ attendat chun^,4n4 
aie,  by  the  will  of  the  founder,  entertained  with  a 
good  dinner,  at  some  neighbouring  publk^house.  The 
sexton  has  forty  shiUings  a  year  for  keeping  the  mo« 
nument  clear  o(  dust. 

On  the  left  hand  side  of  the  entrance  into  Great 
St.  Helen's,  are  a  set  of  alms-houses,  founded  by  Sir 
Andrew  Judd,  Knt.  as  appears  by  a  tatdet  in  front  of 
the  building,  though  some  of  the  bistotriaiis  of  Lon« 
don  assert,  tlmt  he  was  only  the  executor  of  Lady 
Holies,  the  relict  of  Sir  William  Holkfs,  lord  mayor 
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in  the  yea^  1 53 1 ,  by  whom  the  money  ibr  this  fbrni-* 
dation  was  devised.  They  are  for  the  reception  of 
ax  poor  men  or  women,  and  the  Skinners'  company 
are  trustees  of  the  charity,  which  has  been  so  much 
iocseased  by  Jtfae  contributions  of  other  benefactors^ 
'  thatfthe  houses  Jiave  been  rebuilt,  and  the  pensions 
(tf  the.  poor  inhabitants,  which  at  first  was  only  se« 
vdn  penoe  per  week,  increased. 

Immediately  adjoining  to  Great  St.  Helenas,  is 
Little  St.  Helen's,  on  the  site  of  the  priory  men- 
tioned before;  the  remains  of  which  were  to  be  seen, 
till  very  lately,  in  Leathersellers'-hall,  now  pulled 
down,  to  make  way  for  a  handsome  range  of  new 
buildings,  to  be  called  St.  HelenVplace.  This  com* 
pany  purchased  the  prioiy  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and^ 
with  .part,  of  the  materials,  built  the  Isurgest  and  most 
ektgianthall  at  that  time  in  London*  Their  business 
ifi  aow  jcarried  on  in  a  house  at  the  east  end  of  the 
place,  built  by  them  at  the  same  period,  of  which 
the  .upper  panes  of  the  windows,  on  the  first  floor, 
are  farmed  of  painted. glass,  said  to  have  been  taken 
from. the  .priory.  This  house  may  be  considered  as 
a.  perfect  specimen  of  the  architecture  of  Queen  £li« 
zabeth's  reign.  All  that  is  now  left  of  the  priory,  is 
in  the  cellars  under  the  two  old  houses,  on  the  right 
^nd  side  of  St.  Helen Vplace. 
.  In  digging  foundations  for  some  houses  on  the 
north  side  of  the  entrance,  from  Bishopsgate-street, 
in  1733,  a  tesselated  Roman  pavement  was  disco- 
vered, which,  from  its  north-east  direction,  under 
the  neighbouring  houses,  was,  probably,  another  part 
of  that  found  in  Camomile-street,  in  171K 

Near  the  corner  of  Little  St.  Helen's,  in  Rshops* 
gate-street,  stands  the  church  of  St.  Ethelburga,  so 
called  from  its  dedication  to  the  first  christian  prin- 
cess of  the  Saxon  race>  the  daughter  of  £thelbert» 
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King  of  Kent,  who  embraced  tfa^  christmn  itiigibny 
and  became  the  patron  of  Austin,  the  Englisb 
apostle. 

;  The  advowson  of  this  church,  which  is  a  rectoiyi 
was  in  the  prioress  and  nuns  of  St.  Helen,  till  the 
suppression  of  their  convent,  in  the  year  1539 ; 
when  coming  to  the  crown  it  was  some  time  after 
granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don and  his  successors,  who  have  ever  -since  col* 
lated  and  inducted  to  the  same ;  and  in  ecclesi- 
asticar  matters  it  is  subject  to  the  archdeacon*  This 
ehurch  is  very  ancient,  having  escaped  the  fire  of 
London^  The  body  is  irregular,  and  in  the  Gothic. 
Btyle,  Mfith  very  large  windows :  and  the  steeple  is 
a  tall  spire^  supported  on  a  square  tower.  The 
length  of  this  church  is  fifty*four  feet,  its  breadth, 
twenty-five,  and  its  altitude,  thirty-one ;  and  that  of 
the  spire  is  about  ninety  feet  The  earliest  account 
of  this  church,  on  record,,  is  in  1366,  when  Robert 
Kilwardeby  wais  rector. 

Adjoining  to  this  church  is  a  very  handsome' 
building,  occupied  by  the  Marine  Society,  who  for- 
Ifierly  transacted  their  business  in  an  apartment  over 
the  Royal  Exchange*  This  society  was  begun  in 
1756,  by  a  voluntary  association  of  Jonas  Han  way,  • 
Esq.  the  justices  Fielding  and  Welsh,  and  several 
merchants  and  others,  for  cloathing  and  fitting  out 
such  orphan,  friendless,  and  destitute  boys,  as  were 
willing  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  navy.  This 
excellent  scheme  was  prosecuted  with  such  zeal, 
that  many  thousands  have,  through  its  means,  been 
rescued  from  an  abandoned  course  of  life,  and  ren- 
dered serviceable  to  their  king  and  country.  The 
society- was  incorporated  on  the  24th  of  June,  1772; 
and,  whether  we  consider  it  as  a  prominent  feature  of 
well  regulated  police,  or  as  a  nursery  for  seamen,  its 
advantages  will  be  strikingly  evident,  and  entide  it 
to  the  warmest  .support  of  the  benevolent.    In  ad- 
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dition  to  liim  fiist  plan,  the  society  have  a  vessel 
fitted  for  the  reception  o£  iOO  boys,  which  lies  be« 
tween  Deptford  and  Greenwich,  and  is  provided 
with  proper  officers  to  instruct  them  in  nautical  and 
moral  duties. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  street,  beyond  the  place 
where  the  gate  stood,  is  the  parish  church  of  St. 
Botolph,  without  Bishopsgate.  This  church,  which 
appears  to  be  of  very  ancient  foundation,  received 
its  name  from  being  dedicated  to  St.  Botolph,  an 
English  Saxon  saint,  who  died  about  the  year  680 : 
but  the  first  authentic  account  of  it  is  in  132S,  when 
John  de  Northampton  resigned  the  rectorship,  which 
then  was,  and  still  is,  in  the  gift  of  the  Bifiihop  of 
Lx)ndon,  The  old  church,  which  Stow  says  was 
upon  the  very  bank  of  the  town  ditch,  escaped  the 
fire  of  London ;  but  at  length  became  so  ruinous, 
that  it  was  taken  down  in  1736,  and  rebuilt,  being 
finished  in  1729. 

The  present  structure  is  massy  and  spacious ;  the 
body  is  built  with  brick,  and  well  enlightened,  and 
the  roof  hid  by  a  handsome  balustrade.  The  stee* 
pie,  though  heavy,  maintains  an  air  of  magnificence. 
In  the  center  of  the  firont  is  a  large,  plain,  arched 
window,  decorated  at  a  distance  with  pilasters  of  the 
Doric  order.  Over  this  window  is  a  festoon,  and 
above  that  an  angular  pediment;  on  each  side  is  a 
door,  crowned  with  windows,  and  over  these  there 
are  others  of  the  port  hole  kind ;  above  which  rises 
a  square  tower,  crowned  with  a  dome,  whose  base 
is  circular,  and  surrounded  by  a  balustrade  in  the 
same  form ;  by  the  side  of  which,  on  the  corners  of 
the  tower,  are  placed  urns  with  flames.  From  this 
part  rises  a  series  of  coupled  Corinthian  pillars,  sup* 
porting  odier  urns  like  the  former,  and  over  them 
rises  the  orgive  dome,  crowned  with  a  very  large 
vase,  with  flames.  The  roof  widiin-^ide  is  arched, 
except  over  the  galleries,  and  two  rows  of  Conn.. 
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thian  columns  suppprt  both  ^e  gallerks  and  arcfa^ 
which  extends  over  the  body  of  the  chimrh,  and  is 
neatlv  adorned  with  fret  work. 

At  a  small  distance  fifom  the  north  side  of  this 
church  is  a  very  nirrow  place  called  Alderman's 
Walk,  nearly  adjoining  to  which  are  a  street  and 
several  courts,  known  by  the  genaral  name  of  Old 
Bethlem.  On  this  spot  formerly  stood  a  priory, 
founded  in  the  year  1346,  by  Simon  Fitimary,  she- 
riff of  London,  for  the  support  of  a  oomniuQity  of 
brothers  and  listers,  and  dedicated  to  St*  Maiy  of 
Bethlefaen^. 

This  priory,  however,  undergoing  the  fiite  of  all 
other  religious,  houses,  was  suppressed  by  King 
Heniy  Vu,  and  in  the  year  1546,  the  mayor  and 
commonalty  of  London  purchased  the  said  priory 
from  the  crown  ;  and  it  was  by  them  converted  into 
an  hospital  for  the  cure  of  lunatics,  at  a  certain  ex- 
pense to  be  paid  weekly  by  the  relations  or  parish  of 
the  patient  admitted.  And  at  a  court  of  aldermen 
held  the  seventh  of  April,  5  Edward  VI.  it  Mfiss  or- 
dered, that  the  inhabitants  within  the  precinct  of 
Bethlehem  should  be  from  thenceforth  united  to  the 
pari^  of  St.  Botolph  without  Bishop^ate. 

This  priory  enclosed  all  the  estate  and  ground, 
in  length,  from  BishOpsgate^-street,  east,  to  the  great 
ditch  in  the  west,  which  was  called  deep  ditch,  di- 
viding the  said  lands  from  Moorfields,  and  in  breadth, 
to  the  land  of  Ral[)h  Downing,  viz.  DowningValley 
in  the  north,  and  to  the  land  of  the  church  of  St, 
Botolph  in  the  south. 

The  site  and  lands  of  this  priory,  after  its  dissoltt-' 
tion,  being  disposed  of  to  the  citizens,  it  was  imrlie. 
diat^ly  let  out  to  divert  tenants,  and  was  built  upOD" 
and  divided  into  streets,  alleys,  and  courts,  ekc^f 
a  Square  piece  of  ground^  consisting  of  about  one 
acre,  which  4s  at  the  north  eas*  extremity  of  the' 
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lower  Moorfields,  ciMnmonly  kaown  by  the  name  iii 
BrokerVrow,  where  foriuerly  was  the  place  called 
deep  ditch. 

In  the  year  1568,  Sir  Thomas  Rowe,  merchant- 
taylor  add  JLord  Mayor  of  London,  caused  this 
ground  to  be  inclosed  with  a  , brick  wall,  to  be  a 
common  burial-ground,  at  a  low  rate,  for  siich  pa^ 
rishes  in  London,  as  wanted  convenient  burial  places* 
He  called  it  the  New  church-yard  near  Bethlehem, 
tod  established  ft  sermon  j:o  be  preached  there  on 
Whitsunday,  annually ;  which,  for  n^ny  yes^rs,  was 
honoured  with  the  presence  of  the  Lord-mayor  and, 
$ldermen.  Thisj  however,  has  been  for  a  consider- 
able time  discontinued,  and  the  bm'ial  place  shut  tip* 

A  little  further  north  of  the  church,  near  Half- 
moon-alley,  is  a  large  brick  Jbuilding,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  London  Workhouse.  This  building 
was  established  by .  act  of  parliament  in  the  year 
1649,  for  the  relief  and  emplpym^qt  of  the  poor, 
and  the  punishing  vagrants  and  disorderly  persons 
within  the  city  and  liberties  of  London.  In  1662, 
toother  act  of  parliament  was  passed,,. by  which  the 
governors,  consisting  of  the  lord  mayor,  .alderm^, 
and  fifty-two  citizens,  chosen  by  thq  common- 
council,  were  constituted  a  body  corporate  with  a 
common  seal.  The  lord  mayor,  for.  the  time  being, 
was  appointed  president  of  the  corporation,  which 
was  allowed  to  purchase  Isinds  or  tenements  to  the 
annual  value  of  three  thousapd  pounds;  and  the 
common-council  were  enapowered  to  rate  the  several 
wards,  precincts,  and  parishes,  of  this  city, .  for  its 
support. 

The  several  parishes,  besides  their  assessments, 
fi:>rmerly  piaid  one  shilling  per  week  for  each  child 
Aey  had  in.  the  vvork-bonse;  but,  in  the  year  17^1, 
the  goyern.ois.cam&tO'  a  resolution,  that  no  more 
^ildren,  paid  for  by  the  parishes  to  which  they  T)e- 
.      ..  longed. 
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fotiged,  should  betaken  into  the  house;  and  since 
that  time  it  has  been  resolved,  that  only  such 
children  should  be  taken  in  as  were  committed  by 
the  governors  or  magistrates  of  the  city,  found 
begging  in  the  streets,  pilfering,  or  lying  about  in  un« 
inhabited  places. 

These  children  are  dressed  in  rus^t  cloth,  with 
a  round  badge  upon  their  breasts,  representing  a 
poor  boy  and  a  sheep^  with  this  motto^  God^s  pro-* 
vidence  is  my  inheritance.  The  boys  are  taught  to 
read  and  write,  and  the  principal  part  of  their  time  is 
spent  in  weaving,  &C;.  the  giiis  are  employed  in 
sewing,  spinning,  and  other  labour,  by  which  they 
are  qualified  for  services.  When  they  are  arrived 
at  a  proper  a^e^  the  boys  are  bound  out  apprentices 
to  trades  or  the  se^ ;  and  the  girls  are  placed  in  re-* 
putable  families. 

When  assistance  is  wanted  to  defray  the  expense 
attending  the  Workhouse,  the  governors  apply  to  the 
court  of  common-council,  who^  on  each  application, 
order  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  to  be  paid  by 
a  proportionate  assessment  on  the  respective  parishes 
in  the  city. 

Since  the  prison  of  Ludgate  has  been  taken  down, 
the  debtors,  citizens  of  London,  have  been  confined 
in  a  part  of  this  building. 

Returning  again  to  the  east  side  of  the  street,  op- 
posite to  Old  Bethlem  is  Devonshire-square.  On  this 
spot  was  formerly  a  magnificent  structure  erected  by 
Jasper  Fisher,  one  of  the  six  clerks  in  chancery^ 
whose  fortune  not  being  answerable  to  his  house,;: it 
was  called  in  derision,  Fisher's  Folly.  It  afterwards 
belonged  to  the  Earls  of  Oxford ;  and,  lastly,  to  the 
Dutchess  of  Devonshire,  whose  name  is  still  preserved 
to  the  street  and  square  built  on  the  spot. 

At  a  small  distance  north-east  from  this  square, 
was  a  place  called,  anciently.  Tassel  Close,  which 
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was  let  to  the  cross-bow-makers,  who  Used  tor  prac- 
tise a  game  on  it  of  shooting  at  the  poppinjay.  Ott 
the  decline  of  archery,  and  the  invention  of  gun- 
powder, this  close  was  surrounded  by  a  brick  walU 
and  served  as  an  Artillery  Ground,  whare  the  gun- 
ners of  the  Tower  used  weekly  to  practice  the 
art  of  gunnery.  The*  last  prior,  of  St.  Mary  Spital 
granted  this  Artillery  Ground  for  thrice  ninety- 
.  nine  years,  for  the  exercise  of  great  and  small  artil- 
lery ;  and  hence  this  ground  became  subject 
to  the  Tower.  The  artillery  company  received  a 
charter  from  King  Henry,  which  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  Queen  Elizabeth :  and,  in  16S3,  an 
armoury  was  erected  in  it,  containing  five  hundred 
sets  of  arms.  The  company,  at  length,  grew  so  nu- 
merous, that  this  ground  was  too  small  for  them ; 
and  when  they  removed  to  the  present  Artillery 
Ground,  this  spot  was  distinguished  by  the  name  of 
the  Old  Artillery  Ground.  It  is  now  converted  into 
streets  and  lanes,  but  the  name  is  still  retained  in 
Artillery-street. 

Contiguous  to  this  field,  on  the  north,  where 
Duke  and  Steward-streets  are  situated,  stood  the 
priory  and  hospital  of  St.  Mary  Spital,  which  was 
founded  in  the  year  1 107>  by  Walter. Brune  and  his 
wife  Rosia,  for  canons  regular.  At  the  time  of  its 
surrender  to  Henry  VIII.  in  1539?  it  was  valued  at 
four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds  per  annum^ 
and  contained  one  hundred  and  eighty  beds  for  the 
accommodation  of  poor  objects,  who  were  carefully 
provided  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

To  this  hospital  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
sheriffs,^  repaired  annually  in  their  formalities,  at- 
tended by  the  governors  and  children  of  Christ's 
Hospital,  and  accompanied  by  many  persons  of  dis* 
tinction,  to  hear  the  sermons  that  were  preached  on 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  in  Eaater  week. 

These 
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These  sermons,  which  were  always  on  the  subject 
of  the  "resurrection  of  our  Saviour,  were  delivered  by 
some  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  city  divines,  from 
a  pulpit  cross,  situated  in  the  church  yard,  like  that 
at  St.  Paul's;  opposite  to  which  was  a  handsome 
house,  two  stories  high,  for  the  reception  of  the 
mayor  and  his  company. 

This  custom  was  kept  up  till  the  year  1642,  but  in 
the  grand  rebellion  the  pulpit  was  broken  down  by 
the  fanatics,  and  the  preaching  discontinued.  It 
was,  however,  so  far  revived  at  the  restoration,  that 
the  Spjtal  selrmons  have  been  since  preached  at  St, 
Bride's  in  Fleet-street. 

The  street  leading  from  the  gate  to  Shoreditch  was 
first  paved,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  parliament^ 
in  1543. 

Between  the  church-yard  of  St.  Botolph,  and  the 
south-east  corner  of  Moorfields,  was  a  long  street, 
with  several  smaller  ones  contiguous,  called  Petty 
France,  from  having  been  first  inhabited  hy  people 
of  that  nation.  On  this  spot  now  stand  the  elegant 
streets  called  New  Broad-street  and  Broad-street- 
buildings,  the  residence  of  merchants  of  the  first 
respectability. 


CHAP.  VIII. 
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CHAP.  VUI. 

Of  Broad-street  ward. — Bounds.^^Precincts.^-'Principal 
Streets. — Broad- street. ^-Excise-office. — St.  Peter-te-^ 
Poor. --^ Austin  Friars. — Dutch  Church.^^JVinchesteT'* 
street. — Pinners' -hall. — Threadneedle-street. ^—French 
Protestant  Ckurch.-^Hcspital  of  Si.  Anthony. — South 
S^a  House. — St.  Martin  Outwich.r^Merchant  Toy  lots* 
Hall. — £/•  Rennet  Fink. — AllhallowSy  Lmdon-wall.-^ 
ikLrpenfers'-rhalL — ThrogmQTton-street.--J)rqpers*'hall. 
St.  Bartholomew,  Exchange.-^Bank  of  JSngland.-r^ 
Hoyal  Exchange. 

This  ward  takes  its  name  from  a  street  in  it^ 
^hich  obtained  the  appellation  of  Broad-«treet  for 
being,  before  the  fire  of  London,  one  of  the  widest 
within  the  walls  of  the  city.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
jiorth  and  east  by  Bishopsgate  ward  ;  on  the  sout^i 
by  Cornhill  and  WaUbroojk  wards,  ai^d  on  the  wesit 
by  Coleman-street  ward. 

It  is  divided  into  ten  precincts,  and  extends  froni 
the  north-east  corner  of  Helmet-court,  in  Worm- 
wood-sfreet,  to  the  iroq  gate  near  the  back  part  of 
Bethlem  Hospital ;  from  thence  to  St.  Margaret's 
church  in  Lothbury ;  then  turning  to  the  south- 
west to  St»  MiWred's-court,  in  the  Poultry,  which  is 
^ts  south-west  extremity :  from  hence  it  passes 
along  ^rhreadneedie-street,  and  across  Finch-lane  to 
St.  Martin's  Outwich  ;  and,  keeping  to  the  eastward 
pf  Broad-street,  terminates  in  Helmet-coyrt.  It  is 
governed  by  an  alderman,  ten  common-council- 
men,  ten  constables,  thirteen  inquest-men,  and  a 
beadle. 

Within  its  limits  are  included  Old  Broad-street, 
Thread,  or  Threeneedle-street,  Bartholomew-lane, 
Throgmorton-street,  Winchester-§treet,  A  ystin  Friars, 
^xid  part  of  Lond^n-wall, 

la 
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In  surveying  this  ward  we  shall  begin  at  that  part 
of  it  from  which  it  derives  its  name,  viz.  Broad-street^ 
On  the  east  side  of  this  street  stands  the  Excise-^ 
office,  a  handsome  plain  stone  building,  of  four 
3tories  in  height,  with  an  entrance  through  the 
middle  of  it  into  a  large  yard,  in  which  is  another 
building  of  brick,  nearly  the  size  of  the  principal  one. 
The  front  building  stands  on  the  site  of  ten  alms- 
houses, founded  by  Sir  Thomas  Gresham  in  1^75  ; 
and  the  back  one,  vi^ith  the  yard,  occupies  the  space 
qn  wiiich  Gresham  College  formerly  stood.  Part  of 
it  i^  in  Bishopsgate  ward.  l>om  the  centre  of  both 
buildings,  are  long  passages  and  staircases  to  the  gal- 
leries, in  which  are  the  numerous  offices*  for  the 
comnaissioners  and  clerks  in  the  different  departments 
of  the  excise. 

This   is  the    principal   office    of   excise    in  -his 
majesty's  dominions,  and  the  business  of  it  is  con- 
flucted  by  nine  copiinissioners,  under  whom  are  a 
great  number  of  officers,  both  within  and  without  the 
house,     Thesie  receive  the  duties  on  beer,  ale,  and 
spirituous  liquors;  on  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate i 
on  naalt,  hops,  soap,  starch,  candles,  paper,  vellum, 
parchment,  and  other  exciseable  commodities :  fo^ 
jhe  surveying  and  collecting  of  which  duties  a  great 
number  of  out-door  officers  are  employed  in  different 
districts  or  divi^ons,  throughout  the  kingdom,  to 
prevent    frauds  and    losses,     Before   these    com- 
missioners all  cases  of  seizure  for  frauds  committed 
jn  the  several  branches  of  the  revenue  under  their 
direction,  are  tried :  and  from  their  determinsition 
there  is  no  appeal  except  to  the  commissioners  of 
appeal,  who  are  part  of  themselves/ for  a  rehearing. 

On  the  west  side  of  Broad-street,  nearly  opposite 

to  the  back  entrance  of  the  South-sea-house,  is  si* 

l^^uated  the  parish  church  of  St.  Peter-le-poor.     This 

9h\irfh  is  of  very  ancient  fqundation,  as  appears 

from 


422  HISTORY    AN0  SlHtVEY  Of 

from  a  register  of  it  so  far  back  as  the  year  118K 
It  was  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  the  Apostle,  and  is  dis- 
tiaguished  from  other  churches  of  that  name  by  the 
^^itional  epithet  of  iJe  Poor,  which  Stow  conjectures 
was  given  to  it  from  the  ancient  state  of  the  parish; 
though,  in  his  time,  there  were  many  fair  houses  in 
it,  possessed  by  rich  merchants  and  others. 

The  old  church  projected  a  considerable  distance 
beyond  the  hne  of  the  houses,  and  was  a  great  ob- 
struction to  the  passage  of  the  street,  in  consequence 
of  which,  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed,  in  1788, 
for  taking  it  down  and  rebuilding  it,  further  back, 
taking  in  the  site  of  a  court  behind.  This  desirable 
object  was  completed  in  1791,  at  an  expense  of 
upwards  of  four  thousand  pounds,  of  which  the 
city  of  London  subscribed  four  hundred;  the  re* 
mjtinder  was  raised  by  annuities  in  the  parish.  The 
west  end  of  this  new  church  is  elegantly  simple : 
the  door  is  in  the  centre,  between  doubled  Ionic 
columns;  the  ends  of  the  front  are  adorned  with 
pilasters  of  the  same  order,  between  which  and  the 
columns,  are  a  blank  window  on  each  side.  Above 
the  door  is  a  moulded  pediment,  with  a  plain  tympa- 
num, over  which  rises  a  square  tower,  in  two  stories; 
the  fiist  plain^  for  the  clock  and  bells,  the  second 
i>rnamented  with  double  Corinthian  pilasters  at  the 
cproers,  on  each  of  which  stands  a  handsome  vase. 
The  whole  is  surmounted  with  an  elegant  bell- 
shaped  dome,  terminated  by  a  weathercock.  It  is  a 
rectory,  the  advowson  of  which  appears  to  have  beea 
al>)pays  in  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's. 

At  a  small  distance  west  of  this  church  is  Austin 
Friars,  built  on  the  site  of  a  priory  dedicated  to  St, 
Augustine,  or  Austin,  Bishop  of  Hippo,  in  Africa, 
and  founded  for  the  friars  Eremites  of  that  order,  by 
Humphry  Bohun,  Earl  of  Hereford  and  Essex.  The 
founder  and  his  family  built  a  very  fair  and  capacious 

chwcli; 
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church;  but  this,  with  the  other  buildidgs  within  its 
{>recinct3,  were  granted  away,  in  parcels,  by  King 
Henry  VIIL  In  the  fourth  year  of  his  .reign,  Edward 
VL  granted  all  the  church,  except  the  choir  and 
steepie,  to  a  congregation  of  Germans,-  and  other 
strangers,  who  fled  h^e  for  the  sake  of  religion,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  called.  The  Temple  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.  Several .  successive  princes  have  confirmed 
it  to  the  Dutch,  by  whom  it  is  still  us^d  as  a  place 
of  worship. 

It  is  a  large  and  spacious  Gothic  edificev^upported 
by  two  rows  of  stone  pillars.  At  the  east  end  are 
several  steps,  leading  to  a  large  platform,  on  which 
is  placed  a  long  table,  with  seats  against  the  wall, 
^nd  forms  round,  for  the  use  of  persons  receiving 
the  holy  communion:  the  windows,  on  one  side, 
have  the  words,  Jesus  Temple y  painted  on  them,-  ia 
several  places.  At  the  west  end  is  a  library,  that 
contains  several  valuable  manuscripts,  among  which 
are  the  letters  of  Calvin,  Peter  Martyr,  and  other 
foreign  reformers. 

This  place  of  worship,  which  \%  now  called  the 
Dutch  church,  in  Austin  Friars,  is  served  by  two 
ministers,  who  preach  twice  every  Sunday,  and  once 
in  the  week.  They  administer  the  sacrament  on  the 
last  Sunday  in  every  month,  and  exchange  churches 
every  first  Sunday  in  the  month,  with  the  Walloon 
congregation,  for  the  administration  of  the  Eucharist; 
their  own  church  in  Threadneedle-street  being  too 
small.  The  ministers  have  good  salaries,'  and  the 
church  provides  a  sufficient  subsistence  for  their 
widows. 

Part  of  the  house,  gardens,  and  cloisters,  belong*- 
ingto  this  priory,  were  granted  to  Sir  William  Paui 
let,  lord-treasurer  to  Henrys  VIII.  who  erected  a 
stately  edifice  on  the  site,  which  afterwards  de- 
volved to  his  son,  the  Marquis  of  Winchester,  with 

4  the 
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the  choir  and  steeple  of  the  conventual  church,  t^^hb^ 
disposed  of  the  pavement  thereof,  with  all  the  mag« 
nificent  sepulchral  monuments  of  the  nobihty^  for 
the  pitiful  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds;  he  alsd 
stripped  the  roof  of  the  lead,  and  converted  the 
building  into  a  stable  i  The  remains  of  the  mansionl'^ 
house  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  old  Pay-office,  at 
the  comer  of  Winchester-street,  now  converted  into 
dwelling  and  coimting-houses  for  merchants.  Wirt* 
chester-street  was  built  on  the  ground  of  the  gardens, 
and  contains  several  houses  worthy  of  the  notice  of 
the  antiquary,  particularly  that  in  the  southwest 
angle,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  one  alluded  ta 
by  Strype,  when  he  says,  **  Here  was  a  gredt 
messuage,  called  the  Spanish  Ambassador's  House, 
of  late  inhabited  by  Sir  James  Houblon^  Eoit.  and 
alderman  of  London/' 

.  At  the  upper  end  of  Pinners'-cdUrt,  in  Winchester- 
street,  stands  Rnners'  or  Pinmakei^'-hall,  a  very 
antique  building,  principally  used  as  a  dissenting 
meeting-house.  This  was  also  a  part  of  the  Au- 
gustine priory,  which  was  converted  into  a  glass- 
house, for  the  manufacture  of  sVenice-glass^  before 
it  became  the  property  of  the  Pinners'  company. 
^  The  Walloon,  or  French  protestant  church,  stands 
on  the  north  side  of  Threadneedle-street,  opposite 
Knch-lane.  It  is .  founded  upon  the  site  of  the 
chapel  of  the  hospital  of  St.  Anthony.  Divine  ser- 
vice is  performed  here,  in  the  Frencn  tongue,  after 
the  manner  of  the  church  of  England.  The  old 
building  being  entirely  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  Lon- 
don, the  present  church  was  erected  at  the  sole 
expense  of  the  French  protestants.  It  is  a  small, . 
but  neat  place  of  worship,  with  a  convenient  v^try 
at  the  south  east  corner* 

The  hospital  of  St.  Anthony  was  a  cell  to  the 
priory  of  St.  Anthony,  of  Vienna,  and  the  building 

was 
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was' originally  a  synagogue,  which  was  granted  by 
Henry  III.  in  the  year  1231,  to  the  monks  of  this 
fraternity.  About  the  year  1338,  they  erected  a 
free  school,  on  a  piece  of  garden  ground,  that  was 
given  to  them,  on  the  north  side  of  the  hospital^ 
which,  in  a  short  time,  flourished  so  much,  as  to 
rival  St.  PauFs  School;  and,  as  an  encouragement 
to  this  foundation,  Henry  VI.  granted  divers  lands^ 
in  the  county  of  Southampton,  towards  the  mainte-* 
nance  of  five  of  their  scholars,  at  the  Universlity  of 
Oxford;  each  of  whom  were  to  be  allowed  ten 
pence  per  week. 

At  the  general  suppression  of  the  monasteries,  by 
Henry  Vlll.  the  revenues  of  this  hospital  were  valued 
at  fifty-five  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  per 
annum.  Edward  VI.  granted  it  to  the  Dean  and 
Canons  of  Windsor,  and  their  successors  for  ever.  In 
the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  the  foreign  pro- 
testants  having  but  one  place  of  worship,  in  the 
city,  viz.  the  church  in  Austin  Friars,  the  French, 
by  the  assistance  of  Grindal,  Bishop  of  London,  ob- 
tained of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Windsor^  a  lease 
of  the  chapel  of  St.  Anthony's  hospital,  in  Thread- 
needle-street,  which  they  have  occupied  ever  since. 

At  the  north  east  extremity  of  Threadneedle- 
street,  is  the  South-Sea-house.  This  house  stands 
upon  a  large  extent  of  ground,  running  backward  as 
far  as  Old  Broad-street,  facing  the  church  of  St. 
Peter-le-Poor.  The  back  front  was  originally  the 
Excise^office,  and  then  the  South-Sea  company's 
office,  and  it  is  now  distinguished  by  the  name  of 
the  Old  South-Sea-house.  It  is  a  substantial  and 
handsome  building  of  brick,  ornamented  with  Port- 
land stone.  The  front,  in  Threadneedle-street,  is 
very  beautiful.  The  entrance  is  a  gateway,  leading 
into  a  court,  with  a  piazza,  formed  of  Doric  pillars. 
The  walls  are  remarkably  solid^  and  the  interior  i^ 
•  VOL.  II.  1  i  i  very 
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very  coBiinodkHis :  one  room,  in  partkukur,  is  pecu* 
liaiiy  lofty,  spacious,  and  elegant. 

Directly  opposite,  and  partly  m  Bishqpsgaie* 
street,  stands  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mtftifi^  Out* 
wich.  This  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martifiy 
I^shop  of  Tours,  in  France,  about  the  yew  376,  is 
of  great  antiquity.  It  derives  its  adchtional  name  of 
Outwich  from  tbe  family  of  Oteswich.  Stow  names 
four  of  them,  who  were  buried  here,  viz.  Martin, 
Nicholas,  William,  and  John,  who  were  proprietors 
of  it.-  In  the  year  1326,  John  da  Warren,  Earl  of 
Surrey,  presented  to  this  living;  but  he  dying  with- 
out issue,  and  leaving  his  estates  to  the  crown,  the 
advowson  was  purchased,  in  1387»  by  the  above 
family,  who,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
II.  gave  it,  with  four  messuages,  seventeen  shops^ 
and  the  appurtenances,  in  the  said  parish,  to  the 
master  and  wm'dens  of  the  Taylors  and  Linea 
armourers,  and  to  their  successors,  to  be  employed 
for  the  perpetual  help  and  relief  of  the  poor  brethren 
and  sisters  of  the  said  company:  by  virtue  of  which 
grant,  the  company  of  Merchant-Taylors  have  ever 
since  enjoyed  the  right  of  patronage  to  this  church. 
The  old  church,  which  wad  built  in  1540,  was 
one  of  the  few  that  escaped  the  fire  of  London ;  but 
tbe  ravs^es  of  time,  assisted  by  the  injuries  it 
sustained  from  a  fire  in  Bishopsgate*street,  in  176 J, 
had  afiected  it  so  much,  that  it  was  taken  down,  in 
179^9  and  the  present  structure,  the  first  stone  of 
which  was  laid  on  the  4th  of  May,  1796,  has  been 
erected  in  its  stead ;  which  afforvkd  an  opportunity 
of  enlarging  tbe  entrance  into  Threadneedfe-street, 
by  taking  off,  the  angle,  which  before  projected  into 
that  street.  It  is  a  plain  neat  building  of  bride,  ex- 
cept the  east  end,  which  is  c^  stone;  a6ove  which 
rises  a  low  circular  tower,  surmounted  Igr  a  dome. 
-V  Jfcisr  a.  rectory. 

On 
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On  tlie  same  side  of  Threadneedie-street,  a  little 
further  westward,  is  Merchant-Taylors'-hall.  In  the 
front  of  this  edifice  is  a  large  handsome  door-case, 
adorned  with  two  demi-columns ;  the  entablature 
and  pediment  of  which  are  of  the  Composite  order. 
Above  the  entrance  is  the  arms  of  the  company, 
finely  carved  in  stone.  Withinside  are  tapestry 
hangings,  containing  the  history  of  their  patron,  St. 
John  the  Baptist,  which,  though  very  old,  are  curious 
and  valuable.  The  great  hall  is  so  extensive,  that 
it  is  better  adapted  for  tlie  reception  of  large  assem* 
blies,  than  any  other  in  the  city,  and  is  therefore 
occasionally  used  for  such  purposes. 

At  the  south-west  end  of  the  street,  stands  the 
parish  church  of  St.  Bennet  Fink.  This  church  is 
w  called  from  its  dedication  to  St.  Benedict,  an 
Italian  saint,  and  founder  of  the  order  of  Benedictine 
monks ;  and  it  received  the  additional  name  of  Fink, 
from  one  Robert  Fink,  who  rebuilt  it.  It  is  of  ancient 
foundation,  and,  though  at  present  only  a  curacy,  yet 
was  originally  a  rectory;  John  de  Branketree  being 
rector  thereof,  before  the  year  1323.  The  patronage 
of  this  church,  which  was  formerly  in  the  family  of 
the  Nevils,  falling  to  the  crown.  King  Fidward  IV» 
^ve  it  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Windsor;  and 
the  impropriation  being  in  the  said  dean  and  chapter, 
it  is  supplied  by  one  of  the  canons,  who  is  licensed 
by  the  Bishop  of  London. 

The  old  church  being  destroyed  by  fire,  in  1666, 
the  present  building  was  erected  in  1673.  The  body 
is  of  an  elliptical  form,  enlightened  by  large  arched 
windows,  which  reach  to  the  roof.  This  is  encom- 
passed with  a  balustrade,  and  crowned  with  a  lan- 
tern; a  dome  rises  upon  the  whole  extent  of  the 
tower,  and  on  its  top  is  a  turret.  The  churchyard 
was  given  to  the  parishioners,  as  a  free  burial  place, 
without  any  expense. 

Returning 
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Returning  now  to  London- wall,  a  little  to  the  east 
of  Bethlem  Hospital  stands  the  parish  church  of  All- 
hallows,  London- wall.  The  patronage  of  this 
church,  which  is  a  rectory,  was  anciently  in  the 
prior  and  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  near  Aldgate, 
who  presented  Thomas  Richer  de  Sanston  to  it,  in  1 33  5 . 

At  the  dissolution  of  religious  houses,  in  the  time 
of  Henry  VIII.  this  church,  with  the  prioiy  to 
which  it  belonged,  was  surrendered  to  the  crown,  in 
whom  the  advowson  still  remains.  The  old  church 
escaped  the  fire  of  London,  but  became  so  ruinous 
that,  in  176.5,  the  parishioners  obtained  an  act  of  par- 
liament to  empower  them  to  pull  it  down,  together 
with  the  parsonage  house,  and  to  enable  them  to 
raise  money  by  annuities  to  rebuild  it. 

The  present  church  is  built  with  brick  and  stone, 
and  though  plain  is  very  neat.  It  is  longer  than  the 
old  church,  and  the  rector's  house  stands  at  the 
north-east  comer  of  the  church-yard^ 

Nearly  cipposite  the  east  end  of  Bethlem  Hospital, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  is  a  court  with  an 
entrance  by  a  large  pair  of  iron  gates,  called  Car- 
penters^ Buildings^  at  a  small  distance  from  which 
is  situated  Carpenters^- hall,  -  This  building  is  very 
old,  and,  like  many  of  the  city  halls  before  the  fire 
of  London,  is  principally  composed  of  timber  and 
plaster,  yet  is  not  devoid  of  beauty.  It  has  a  very 
pleasant  prospect  into  the  gardens  of  Drapers'-hall. 
At  present  it  is  used  as  a  carpet  warehouse. 

On  the  north  side  of  Throgmorton-strect  is 
Drapers'-hall.  This  is  a  spacious  and  noble  edifice, 
built  upon  the  ruins  of  a  palace  erected  on  that 
spot  by  Thomas  Cromwell,  Earl  of  Essex,  in  th« 
feign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  on  the  site  of  several  tene- 
ments belonging  to  the  priory  of  St.  Augustine,  which 
he  purchased  at  its  suppression.  But  the  garden 
belonging  to  the  edifice  not  being  of  sufficient  ex- 
tent 
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tent  to  gratify  his  inordinate  ambition,  he,  in  an 
arbitrary  manner,  without  the  consent  of  either 
landlord  or  tenant,  caused  the  fences  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gardens  to  be  removed  twenty- two  feet 
northward,  and  having  added  the  ground  to  his  own 
garden,  inclosed  it  with  a  high  brick  wall. 

Among  the  sufferers  was  Stow's  father,  who 
had  a  garden  adjoining  to  CromwelFs,  with  a  house 
standing  close  to  the  south  paling  of  it.  This  house 
was  raised  from  the  ground,  and,  being  placed  on 
rollers,  was  removed  back  to  that  distance  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  owner,  who  could  not  obtain  satis- 
faction for  the  injury,  so  greatly  was  the  power  of 
this  oppressor  dreaded. 

This  noble  mansion  being  forfeited  to  the  crown 
by  his  attainder  and  execution  for  high  treason,  it 
was  purchased  by  the  company  of  Drapers,  who  con- 
verted it  into  a  hall  for  transacting  the  business  of 
their  corporation :  and  that  building  being  destroyed 
by  the  fire  of  Ix)ndon,  the  company  built  the  pre- 
sent hall,  which  is  a  most  elegant  building,  com- 
posing the  four  sides  of  a  quadrangle,  each  of  which 
is  elevated  on  columns,  and  adorned  with;  arches 
formed  in  a  piazza  round  a  square  court;  and 
between  each  arch  is  a  shield,  mantling,  and  other 
fretwork.  On  the  east  side  is  the  common-hall,  the 
ascent  to  which  is  by  a  grand  stair-case,  and  within, 
it  is  adorned  with  a  stately  screen  and  fine  wainscot 
On  the  screen,  between  the  two  doors,  hangs  the 
picture,  a  three  quarters  length,  of  Henry  Fitz- 
Alwyn,  a  draper,  and  the  first  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon^ 
don.  At  the  north  end  of  this  room  are  the  pictures 
of  King  William  III,  King  George  I.  and  King 
George  II.  in  their  royal  robes,  at  full  length,  and 
as  large  as  life. 

At  the  north-west  angle  of  this  room  a  door  opens 
into  apother,  called  the  court  room,  richly  wainscoted 
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and  furnished ;  at  the  eagt  end  of  Which  hangs 
an  original  picture  of  Mary  Queen  of  Soots,  at  fall 
length,  with  her  inf^oit  son,  King  James  1.  m  h^ 
hand.  From  this  court  room  anoth^  door,  at  the 
west  end,  opens  into  a  large  giAleiy,  at  tiie  north 
end  of  which  a  folding  sash  (kior  op^is  into  a  square 
room  called  the  I^dies^  Chamber;  in  this  the 
company  fctfmerly  treated  their  wives  and  friends 
with  a  ball.  In  the  center  of  this  room  hangs  a 
large  and  beautiful  chandelier  of  cut  glass,  presented 
to  the  company  by  Sir  Joseph  Eyles,  Knt.  and  over 
the  chimneypiece  is  a  fine  picture  of  Sir  Robert 
Clayton,  Knt.  sometime  Lord  mayor  of  London. 
The  south  end  of  this  gallery  leads  into  the  apart- 
ments allotted  to  the  clerk,  which  are  very  commo- 
dious and  elegant,  with  offices  below  for  the  trans- 
acting of  business.  And  these  apartments,  with  the 
acconunodation  for  the  upper  porter,  fill  up  the 
^hole  front  of  this  noble  building. 

At  the  north-west  angle  of  this  quadrangle  there 
is  a  paved  passage  to  the  gardens  belonging  to  the 
halL  Over  this  passage,  upon  an  arch  built  of  brick 
wid  stone,  is  a  strong  room,  covered  with  a  large 
back  or  cistern  of  water.  This  is  the  record  room, 
where  the  company  keep  their  writings,  books,  and 
papers ;  and  their  plate,  which  for  quantity  and 
workmanship,  is  said  to  exceed  that  of  all  the  other 
companies.  The  gardens,  which  are  pleasant  and 
commodious,  are  open  every  day,  except  Sundays 
and  wet  days,  for  the  recreation  of  all  persons  de* 
cently  dressed.  The  ground  which  they  occupy  is 
very  nearly  a  square :  the  middle  is  inclosed  with 
iron  rails,  and  laid  out  in  grass  beds,  gravel  walks,  and 
borders  of  flowers,  with  a  statue  of  Flora  in  the 
center.  Without  the  rails  are  fine  spacious  walks, 
kept  in  good  order,  and  agreeably  shaded  with  row9 
of  lime-trees.    At  the  south-west  corner  is  a  very 

handsome 
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liaBidpome  pavilion  for  the  accommodaiioir  of  com-' 
iMutiy  in  hot  weather,  when  tired  with  v^alkiag :  and 
xiearthe  north  east  angle  is  a  very  commodious  hous^ 
for  the  use  of  ttie  upper  beadle  of  the  company* 
The  north  sidie  lies  open  to  Carpentefs^-'hall ;  and 
at  tbe  south'^ast  angle  tl^re  is  a  garden,  inclosed 
with  walls  ;  on  the  south  side  of  which,  under  the 
ladies'  chamber,  is  a  private  room  elegantly  furnish^ 
ed,  where  the  managers,  or  ruling  part  of  the  com- 
pany, hold  their  committees,  or  previous  meetings, 
before  matters  are  presented  to  a  general  court 

At  the  south-east  comer  of  Bartholomew-lane 
stands  the  parish  church  of  St  Bartholomew,  Ex- 
change. This  ijhurch  is  of  very  ancient  foundation  ^ 
for,  in  the  year  1331,  John  de  Tyerae  was  presented 
to  this  living,  on  the  death  of  John  de  Aldeburgb, 
the  rector  ;  and  it  was  become  so  decayed,  that  it 
was  entirely  rebuilt  in  the  year  1 438. 

The  old  church  was  burnt  down  by  the  fire  of 
London,  after  which  the  present  building  was  erected. 
It  consists  of  a  very  irregular  body,  with  a  tower 
crowned  with  arches,  supported  by  columns  of  the 
Corinthian  order.  The  living,  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
formation, being  in  the  gift  of  the  abbey  of  St  Mary 
of  Grace,  it  fell,  with  the  dissolution  of  that  religious 
house,  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  in  whom  it  has 
continued  to  the  present  time. 

Almost  at  the  extremity  of  this  ward,  occupying  a 
a  space  surrounded  by  four  streets,  viz.  Bank  Build- 
ings, Bartholomew-lane,  Lothbury,  and  Princes- 
street,  stands  that  extensive  and  magnificent  edifice, 
the  Bank  of  England.  The  south,  or  principal  front, 
is  composed  of  a  center  building,  eighty  feet  in 
length,  of  the  Ionic  order,  raised  on  a  rustic  base- 
ment ;  and  two  wings,  each  ornamented  with  a 
colonade  of  double  Corinthian  pillars,  with  re^cesse* 
between.     At  the  extremities  of  each  wing  is  a» 

angular 
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angular  pediment,  with  a  circular  niche^  in  which 
are  well  executed  busts.  Through  the  principal 
front,  there  are  oae  large  and  two  smalt  entrances 
into  a  quadrangle,  on  the  north  side  of  which  stands 
the  great  hall.  The  front  of  this  building  is  an  ele- 
gant specimen  ci  Corinthian  architecture,  having  an 
angular  pediment ;  in  the  tympanum  of  which  is  a 
fine  figure,  in  alto  relievo,  of  Britannia,  with  her 
shield  and  spear,  and,  at  her  feet,  a  cornucopia,  pour- 
ing out  fruit.  The  interior  of  the  hall  is  seventy- 
nine  feet  long,  and  forty  feet  broad :  it  b  wainscoted 
to  the  height  of  eight  feet,  and  the  ceiling  is  orna- 
mented with  fret-work.  In  this  hall  is  a  fine  marble 
statue  of  William  III.  the  founder  of  the  Bank.  On 
the  pedestal  of  this  statue  is  a  Latin  inscription ;  the 
translation  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

For  restoring  efficacy  to  the  laws. 

Authority  to  the  courts  of  justice. 

Dignity  to  the  parliament. 

To  all  his  subjects  their  religion  and  liberties. 

And  confirming  these  to  posterity. 

By  the 
.  Succession  of  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover 

to  the  British  throne : 

To  the  best  of  princes,  William  III. 

Founder  of  the  Bank, 

This  corporation,  from  a  sense  of  gratitude, 

Has  erected  this  statue. 

And  dedicated  it  to  his  memory, 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  M.DCC.XXXIV. 

And  the  first  year  of  this  building. 

On  the  east  side  of  this  quadrangle  is  an  entrance 
into  that  part  of  the  building,  called  the  Rotunda, 
appropriated  for  the  sale  of  stock :  here  are,  also, 
tiu^  greater  part  of  the  offices  for  transferring  and 

issuing 
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issuing  dividend  warrants.  On  the  west  side  is  the 
office  for  paying  dividend  warrants,  and  a  passage,' 
by  the  side  of  a  small  garden,  formerly  the  cemetery 
of  St.  Christopher's  parish,  to  the  office  for  transfer- 
ring the  three  per  cent,  reduced  stock,  which  stands 
On  the  site  of  the  church.  The  east  side  of  the 
building,  in  Barthplomew-Iane,  for  nearly  two  thirds 
of  its  length,  is  occupied  by  a  range  of  Corinthian 
columns,  similar  to  those  in  the  wings;  the  remainder 
of  this  side,  with  the  north  and  west  sides,  however, 
are  much  heavier,  which  is  a  considerable  blemish 
to  the  building,  especially  in  Bartholomew-lane, 
where  the  change  takes  place  in  a  very  abrupt  man-^ 
'  ner.  On  this  side  is  the  principal  entrance  into  the 
rotunda.  On  the  north  side,  there  is  an  arched 
gateway,  opening  into  another  quadrangle,  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  from  which  there  is  convenient 
access  to  several  of  the  public  offices.  Above  the 
four  columns,  on  the  south  side  of  this  quadrangle, 
are  four  elegantly  carved  figures,  representing  the 
four  quarters  of  the  globe ;  and  at  the  top  c^  the 
centre  of  the  building  is  Britannia,  with  her  attri* 
butes.  -The  west,  and  part  of  the  north  side,  are  yet 
utifinished.  Under  the  whole  are  large  vaults,  witlt 
strong  walls,  and  iron  gates,  for  the  preservation  of 
the  cash  and  bullion ;  and,  as  an  additional  security 
against  fire,  there  is  a  foservoir  of  water  on  the 
top  of  the  building,  by  means  of  which,  every 
placd  of  consequence  can  be  inundated  in  a  few 
minutes. 

In  laying  the  foundation  of  the  principal  front  of 
this  building,  in  1739,  oyster-shells  were  found,  at 
a  depth  of  upwards  of  thirty  feet  below  the  surface; 
which  appears  to  corroborate  a  tradition,  recorded 
by  Stow,  that  the  ancient  bed  of  the  Thames  was  as 
far  to  th^. north  as  Bucklersbury. 

jou  IX.  K  k  k  At 
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At  the  upptr  end  of  CapeUoourt,  in  Bartholomew^ 
lane,  opfx^ite  the  east  entrance  of  the  Bank,  is  the 
Stoob  Exchange,  a  pkun,  neat  buiiding,  with  a  stone 
front,  except  the  attic  story,  which  is  of  brick.  This 
place  was  erected  in  l&Ol,  fbr  the  exclusive  use 
ei  the  subsoribers,  who  consist  of  the  principal 
steok^brohefs,  and  is  fitted  up  in  a  very  co^voiient 
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CHAP.   IX. 

tf  Cbmhill  Ward. — Bounds. Precincts. — Principal 

Streets. — CornhilL — Birehin-lane. — Ckctfige-alley.-^ 
Pape'S'head-alley. — The  Standard.— The  Rogal  £^^ 
change,— St.  Muhael,  Curnhiil.^The  King's  Beurk.-^ 
8U  Peter y  On%hilL 

The  next  ward  to  the  south,  is  Cornhill-ward^  M 
Galled  from,  the  principal  street  in  it,  which,  in  an« 
cient  times,  was  a  market  for  corn.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  east  by  Bishopsgate-ward ;  on  the  north  by 
Broad-Btreet->-ward ;  on  the  west  by  Cheap-ward^  and 
on  the  south  by  Langbourn-ward. 

Its  ektent  is  very  small;  for,  beginniti^  at  the 
south-east  corner  of  the  church  of  St.  Manin  Out-» 
wich,  it  winds  through  several  courts  and  alleys,  to 
the  western  extremity  of  Cornhill,  When<ie  it  returns, 
in  as  tCHluous  a  direction,  to  St  Peter  Valley,  in 
Gracechurch-street,  and  then,  turning  northward,  it 
extends  about  fifty  feet  into  Bishopsgate-street,  and 
afterwards  passes,  by  the  east  side  of  Merchant- 
Taylors'-hall,  to  its  commencdment  at  the  church. 
,  This  ward  is  divided  into  four  precincts,  and  iis 
governed  by  an  alderman,  six  common-council-ifteB, 
four  constables,  sixteen  inquest-men,  and  a  beadle. 

Cornhill,  which  is  the  principal  street  in  this  ward, 
,  is  very  spacious,  and  consists  of  large  houses,  well 
inhabited.  The  uniformity  of  appearance,  in  most 
of  these  buildings,  arises  from  the  many  fires  which, 
have  happened  on  both  sides  of  this  street,  whereby 
the  old  houses  were  destroyed,  and  those  erected  m 
their  stead  being  all  in  a  more  modern  styles    . 

On  the  north  side  of  Cornhill  are  several  htbe^t, 
courts,  and  alleys,  inhabited  by  nmehanta,  or  tibders 

of 
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of  eminence^  viz.  Finch-lane^  Freeman^s^ourt,  Sweet- 
ing's-aUqy,  Castle-alley,  &c.  and  alao  the  handsome 
opening  to  the  Bank,  called  Bank-street. 

On  the  south  side  are  Birchin-iane,  in  which  are 
the  offices  of  the  London  Assurance  Contpan y,  and 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company ;  ^Change-allej^  FopeV 
head-alley,  &c. 

'Change-alley  is  so  calif  d  from  itSi  vicinity  to  the 
Royal  Exchange,  and  is  well  known  to  the  mercan- 
tile and  commercial  part  of  the  world,  from  the  great 
business  daily  transacted  here;  and  the  coffee-houses, 
called  Garraway^s,  Baker's,  &c.  intended  for  the 
reception  and  entertainment  of  merchants,  brokers, 
&c.  who  assemble  here  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
But  no  nK)re  of  this  alley  is  in  Cornhill-ward,  than 
the  north  passage,  and  the  front  houses. 

Pope's-head-alley  is  principally  inhabited  by  bro- 
kers, and  others,  whose  avocations  require  their  at- 
tendance at  the  Bank,  Stock-£xchange,  &c.  Its 
name  is  derived  from  a  tavern  being  lormeriy  situ- 
ated in  the  front  of  it,  having  the  Pope's  head  for  a 
sign.  The  author  of  the  New  V^iew  of  London  says 
it  was  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  that  calling  he  could 
find  in  London;  and  that  wine,  about  Henry  VLV 
time,  was  there  sold  for  one  penny  per  pint,  and 
bread  given  into  the  bargain.  Stow  thinks  it  was, 
in  old  time,  a  prince's  palace. 

In  the  centre  of  the  four  ways  of  Cornhill,  Lead- 
enhall,  Bishopsgate,  and  Gracechurch  streets,  was  a 
conduit,  called  the  Water-standard,  placed  there  in 
the  year  1582;  the  origin  of  which,  according  to 
Stow,  was  this:  "A  Dutchman,  of  the  name  of  Peter 
Morris,  having  contrived  a  forcing  pump,  for  that 

{purpose,  conveyed  the  water  of  the  Thames,  in 
eaden  pipes,  over  the  steeple  of  St.  Magnus's  churcl), 
at  the  north  end  of  London-bridge,  and  from  thence 
}jg^  (hvers  houses  in  Thames-street,  New  Fish-street, 

and 
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and  Grass-street,  up  to  the  north-west  comer  of 
Leadenhalj,  the  highest  ground  in  all  the  ci^y ;  where 
the  Waste  of  the  main  pipe,  rising  into  this  standard 
(provided  at  the  charges  of  the  city),  with  four 
spouts,  runneth  four  ways,  at  every  tide,  according 
to  covenant,  plentifully  serving  to  the  commodity  of 
the  inhabitants  near  adjoining,  In  their  houses,  and 
also  cleansing  the  channels  of  the  street,  towards 
Bishopsgate,  Aldgate,  the  Bridge,  and  the  Stocks- 
market;  but  now,  no  such,  matter;  by  whose  default 
I  know  not/'  * 

The  most  remarkable  buildings  in  this  ward,  are, 
the  Royal-£xchange,  and  the  parish  churches  of  St 
Michael  and  St.  Peter. 

The  Burse,  or  meeting-place  for  merchants,  was 
anciently  situated  in  Lombard-street,  but  the  incon- 
venience of  this  place  had  occasioned  frequent  com«> 
plaints  among  the  merchants. '  At  length.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Gresham,  in  the  years  1566  and  1567,  erected  a 
spacious  and  magnificent  edifice  for  this  purpose,  in 
Corohill;  which  wais  no  sooner  finished,  than  Queen 
Elizabeth  honoured  it  with  the  title  of  the  RoyaU 
Exchange. 

Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  by  his  last  will,  dated 
November  26,  1 579 j  bequeathed  this  building,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  and  the  profits  arising  there- 
from, to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  London,  and  the 
company  of  mercers,  to  be  equally  enjoyed  and  pos* 
sessed  by  them,  on  condition  that  the  citizens,  out 
of  their  moiety,  should  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
per  annum,  to  four  persons  who  should  read  lectures 
on  divinity,  astronomy,  geometry,  and  music,  at  his 
mansion-house  in  Broad-street,  afterwards  called 
Gresham  College.  Also,  that  they  should  pay  six 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  per  annum 
to  eight  alms-people  living  behind  the  said  college  s 

•  Survaiey-p.  18,  ♦ 
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and  ten  potinds  yttrly  to  each  of  the  prisom  6f  Niew* 
gate  and  Ludgate^  the  Kii^^s-betich,  Marshabsea, 
and  WoodHStrect  C6nipter.  The  itierceia,  out  of 
tbeir  moiety,  were  to  pay  to  threfe  lecturers  fifty 
pounds  per  annum  each,  for  reading  on  the  sub- 
jects of  law,  physic,  and  rhetoric,  ^t  his  mansion- 
house;  and  to  expend  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  on  four  quarterly  dinners  at  thdr  own  hall, 
for  the  ent€trtainment  of  their  <»xnpany ;  with  ten 
pounds  yearly  to  Christ's,  St.  Bartholomew's,  Beth- 
lehem, and  St.  Thomas's  Hospitals ;  and  the  like 
sum  to  the  Poultry  Compter.  But  this  stately  fabrick 
being  consumed  in  the  fire  of  1656,  the  foundation 
of  the  present  magnificent  edifice  was  laid  in  the 
year  1667,  and  it  was  completed  in  1669)  as  appears 
hy  the  following  inscription,  above  the  inner 
€ide  of  the  south  entrance,  Excambium  hoc  anno 
M.  DC.  LXVI.  in  cineres  redactum,  in  plus  quafea 
antiquum  splendorem,  Praetore  Wilhelmo  Turnero, 
£quite,  anno  M.  DC  LXIX.  restituturii  fuit 

The  site  of  the  Old  Ro3ral  Exchange  not  bein^ 
capacious  enough  to  nsceive  the  intended  new 
fabric,  the  city  and  the  Mercers'  Company,  the 
trustees  Under  the  will  of  Sir  TTiomiis  Gresbam,  pur- 
chased a  piece  of  ground  for  enlarging  it,  at  the 
expense  of  seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven- 
teen pounds,  eleven  shillings,  which  added  to  fifty**^ 
eight  thousand  nin^  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds^ 
the  charge  of  building,  makes  the  whole  expense  of 
the  Boyyi  Exchai^  amount  to  sixty-five  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine  pounds  eleven  shiU 
lii^. 

The  ground  plot  of  this  building  is  two  hundred 
and  three  feet  in  length,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  feet  broad.  The  area  in  the  middle 
contains  sixty-^ne  square  perches,  and  is  surrounded 
with  asubstantial  and  legular  stone  building,  wrought 

in 
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ia  rustic,  with  a  spacious  pazza  round  it.  Ta  the 
center  of  the  principal  fronts,  which  are  north  and 
south,  are  grand  entrances  into  the  area,  under  very 
lofty  and  noble  arches. 

The  south  front  in  CornhiU  is  the  principai :  on 
each  sidiB  of  the  entrance  are  Corinthian  eolocnnSr 
supporting  a  compass  pediment;  and  in  the  inter- 
columniation  on  each  side,  ia  the  front  next  the 
street,  is  a  niche,  with  the  figures  of  King  Charles  I. 
and  King  Charles  II.  in  Roman  habits^  well  executed. 
Over  the  aperture,  on  the  cornice  between  the  two 
pediments,  are  the  king^s  arms  in  relievo.  On  each 
side  of  this  entrance  ia  a  range  of  windows*  between 
^emltcolunuis  and  pilasters  of  this  Composite  oBder ; 
aho¥e  which  the  buitding  is  decorated  with  a 
balustrade. 

From  the  centre,  in  this  front,  rises  a  lanthom  and 
turret  one  hundred  and  seventy*eight  feet  l^b,  on 
the  top  of  which  i$  a  fane  in  the  ftvm.  of  a  grass* 
bopper,  that  insect  being  the  cfiest  o£  Sir  Thomas 
Gc^^am's  arms :  thia  fane  is  mad^  cf  polished 
hrasa^  and  ia  esteemed  a.  irecy  qovioaa  pieee  of  work- 
mandiip. 

The  north  front  ia  Threadneedte-st^eet  is  adorned 
wMk  fdlaatciBi  of  the  Composite  order,  but  ha^  neither 
columns  noi  statues  on  the  outsade;  and  instead  o€ 
the  twa  compass  pedimeats,  has  a  tciangular  one. 

The  inner  court,  a»  hath  been  ativeadjr  observed, 
ia  starrounded*  with  a  vi'id^  lofty  piazaa,  serving  to 
sheteer  the  mercfaaain,  who  meet- there,  fron»  tlie  in* 
clemency  of  the  weather.  Ova?  the  arches  of  thi9 
quadrangular  piazza  is  an  entablature  .  standing 
round,  and  a  compass  pediment  in  the  middle  of  the 
cornice  of  each  of  the  four  sides.  On  the  north  side, 
under  the  pediment,  are  the  Ring's  arms;  on  the 
south,  the  city  arms;  on  the  east,  Sir  Thomas  Gres- 

sham'^ 
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sham's  arms;  and  on  the  wiest,  the  mercers'  arms, 
with  thdr  respective  enrichments. 

There  are  twenty-four  niches  in  the  intercolumns, 
in  twenty  of  which  are  the  statues  of  the  kings  and 
queens  of  England,  in  their  royal  robes,  and  with 
regalia,  except  three;  which  are  in  Roman  habits. 

On  the  south  side  are  the  statutes  of  Edward  I. 
Edward  III.  Henry  V.  and  Henry  VL 

On  the  west  side,  Edward  IV.  Edvvard  V.  with  the 
crown  hanging  ovier  his  head;  Henry  VII.  and 
Henry  Vlli. 

On  the  north  side,  Edward  VL  Mary,  EUzabeth, 
James  I.  Charles  I.  Charles  II.  and  James  IL 

On  the  east  side,  WiUiam  and  Mary  in  one  niche, 
Queen  Anne,  Geoige  I.  Geoi^.  IL  and  his  present 
majesty  King  Geoige  HI. 

Under  the  piazzas,  within  the  area,  are  twenty- 
(^ight  niches,  all  vacant  excqit  that  in  which  Sir 
Thomas  Gresham's  statue  is  placed  in  the  north- 
west angle  ;  and  that  in  (he  south-west,  where  the 
statue  of  Sir  Jt>hn  Barnard  was  placed  in  his  life-time 
by  his  fellow-citizens,  -to  express  their  sense  of  his 
merit  as  a  merchant,  a  magistrate,  and  faithful  repre- 
sentative of  the  city  of  London. 

In  the  centre  of  the  area  is  erected,  on  a  marble 
pedestal,  about  eight  feet  high,  another  statue  of 
King  Charles  II.  in  a  Roman  habit,  executed  by 
Mr.  Gibbon,  and  encompassed  with  iron  rails.  On 
the.  south  side  of  the.  pedestal,  under  ah  imperial 
crown,  a'  sceptre,  palm  branches,  and  other  decora- 
lions^  is  the  following  inscription : 


Carolo  II. 


mU 
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(3ar9lp  }I.  (^sa^ari  Bri|a^qipQ| 

Patriae  Patxi, 

Regum  Optimo,  Clementissimo,  Augustissimo^    . 

Generis  humani  deliciis, 

Utriusque  Fortunae  Victori, 

Pacis  Ei^ropai  arbitro. 

Marium   Dominio  ac  Vindici, 

Spcietas  Mejrcatorum  a^dventujrur.  Anglia^ 

Quae  per  CCCC  jam  prope  annos, 

Regia  benignitate  floret, 

jFidei  intemerataeetgratitudinis  gpternae, 

Hoc  testimonium 

Venerpbu,nda  posuit 

^nno  saluti  faumanae  M.DC.LXXXIV. 

i 
On  ithe  west  side  of  the  pedestal,  is  cut  in  rj^ii^vo, 
a  cupijd  resting  his  hand  on  a  shield,  containixiff  i|ie 
arqis  qf  Fmnce  and  England  quajtpr^d,  and  holding 
in  jhis  ileft  a  xose 

pn  the  iiQcth  side  ftre  theanns  of  Jx£^h/}d  oi^  a 
shield,  supported  by  a  ^upid.        '     '    , 

On  the  east  side  are  if^e  arms  of  Scotland,  with 
a  cupid  holding  a  thistle.  And,  on  the  base  of 
the  pedestal,  on  the  south,  is  the  following  inscrip- 

*'  i3l\u$  »i%t\fe  .was  .repsua^d  b^  beautifici^  by  i^^ 
comiN^fty  irf  l^erc^mnit- A^yeotuisers  of  Eo^aud  itnAO 
J730;  ,dahB  Mwibury,  E^q.  ^V;er4aor.^^  * 

I9  ^\m  acc^,  laynd  ^^d^r  ihe  ^^rrouu^i^g  |>ia;s$a, 
tbie  loc^qhants,  aitd  other  p€;;i^0Q3  ingag^  iiO  M^i- 
^M*iie  Qopijexion^j.mftdtjeiveryjday^to  iwwkaqt ;bu^i- 
-0680,  A)QtWieen  ttbe  i\\9}kx»  jof  tw^elvje  at^iMKM;i,  ^qd 
^hiree  ofclock;  .ao^  rfor. mutual  wn^wiency,  4hQ» 
engaged  in  ithe  ^fime  .brancb/i^  fi  ?tcade,  aa^^mbl^ 
in  .difttinct^parts,<or,  t3^-<|)Qyjaie.<»lted,  T^iie  iSKafe^ 

v.Qj,,  II.  J.  1  I  a  view 
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a  view  of  which  may  be  seen  by  the  following 
sketch  or  plan. 
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Under  the  north  and  south  fronts  are  spacious 
stair-cases,  which  lead  to  a  gallery  that  extends 
round  the  four  sides  of  the  building,  and  in  which 
were  formerly  about  two  hundred  shops,  occupied  by 
milliners,  haberdashers,  &c.'  but  those  shops  have 
been  long  deserted  ;  and  the  galleries  are  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Royal  Exchange  Assurance  Office,  the 
Lord  Mayor's  Court  Office,  the  Merchants^  Seamens' 
Office,  Lloyd's  Subscription  Coffee-housed,  the  rooms 
appropriated  for  the  Gresham  lectures,  and  a  numi- 
ber  of  counting-houses  for  merchants  and  under* 
writers.  The  diops  in  the  lower  part  of  the  building 
are  mostly  used  as  counting-bouses  by  stock-brokers, 
3  Undw* 
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Under  the  whole  are  vaults,  kept  by  the  East  India 
company,  as  magazines  for  pepper. 

In  the  turret  is  a  good '  clock,  which  goes  witii 
chimes,  at  the  hours  of  three,  six,  nine,  and  twelve ; 
it  has  four  dials,  and  is  go  regulated  as  to  become  a 
standard  of  time  to  all  the  mercantile  parts  of  the 
town. 

On  the  south  side  of  Comhill,  further  to  the  east, 
is  the  parish  church  of  St.  Michael,  Cornhill.  This 
church,  which  is  a  rectory,  owes  its  name  to  its 
dedication  to  St.  Michael,  the  Archangel,  and  to  its 

situation. 

♦J 

The  patronage  of  it  appears  to  have  been  anciently 
in  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Evesham,  erroneously 
called  Covesham,  who,  in  the  year  1 133,  granted  the 
same  to  Sparling,  a  priest,  with  all  the  lands  there- 
unto belonging,  except  those  held  by  Orgar  le 
Proud,  at  Ae  rent  of  two  shillings  a  year;  in  consi- 
deration of  which  grant,  the  said  Sparling  covenanted 
.and  agreed,  not  only  to  pay,  annually,  to  the  abbot 
and  canons,  the  sum  of  thirteen  shillings  and  four 
pence,  but  likewise  to  supply  the  house  of  the  said 
abbot  (when  in  London),  with  fire,  water,  and  salt. 

Sometime  afterwards,  the  rectory  reverted  to  the 
corrvent,  and  they  continued  patrons  of  it,  until  the 
year  1303,  when,  by  a  deed,  bearing  date  Decem- 
ber 3,  they  conveyed  the  advowson  to  the  Drapers' 
con^pany,  in  consideration  of  a  perpetual  annuity  of 
five  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  addition 
to  an  ancient  pension  of  six  shillings  and  eight  pence 
annually,  paid  to  the  abbot  and  canons,  out  of  the 
said  church ;  since  which  time,  the  patronage  has 
continued  to  be  in  the  Drapers'  company. 

The  old  church  being  destroyed  by  the  firetof 
•London,  in  1666,  the  present  Gothic  structure  arose, 
in  its  stead ;  the  body  of  which  is  seventy  feet  longe 
sixty  broad,  thir  ty-five  in  height,  and  one  hundrd 

and 
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and  thirty  (feet  ttt  Ae  top  of  the  lower.  The  lewetr 
part  of  the4ower  bceopies  the  centre  of  the  chiiitih; 
and,  on  each  side,  there  is  a  regular  extent  of  build- 
ihg.  The  principal  do6r  opens  in  the  lower  stage  of 
the  tower,  which  rises  with  angniated  (^omeirs  ^tnk 
the  grduttd,  forming  a  kind  of  ba^^  terminated  at 
the  height  of  the  body  of  the  church.  The  s^dfed 
stage,  which  is  plain  ^hd  Ibfty,  hast^o  tall  wlndo^vs, 
lone  over  fte  olhfelPi  pfeperly  shaped  for  the  fetyle  # 
the  building:  Tftiis  ii  terminated  with  h  tnily  Gothic 
fcoittice.  'ftii  tbir^  stage  is  exactly  in  the  form  of 
the  two  others,  only  they  are  plain,  and  this  is  co^ 
vered  with  iomamehts^  the  angulated  corneifs  are 
fluted,  and  terminated  by  cherubs'  heads,  under  h 
cornice ;  the  plain  fecfe,  bet^^n,  hfas  four  windows, 
in  two  series-  Abbve  *thie  cof nice,  over  flife  il|)per- 
most  of  these  windows,  runs  a  batlleittettt,  ori  "thfe 
plain  feces  tf  the  toWer,  and  from  the  cwners  aite 
cartrted  tip  four  bfeautiftil  fluted  luitet*^  ca^ed,  %.  paft 
Wf  their  height,  with  DoHc  turr^;  thtese  teitninate 
in  pmiftcle  heads,  from  within  whi6h  Vises  a  spire  * 
•^ch  corner,  crb^  ned  ivith  a  Vane.  The  tower  con- 
tains ata  ex<^efl*nt  i*ig  of  b^Hs,  reAiarkable  for  theii' 
'melddy. 

Here  is  a  lecture  every  Sunday  morni^,  ind  oil 
every  holiday,  fountfed  by  John  Ray^y,  Esq.  whb 
left  hoaxes,  in  Gfacechurch-street,  to  the  company 
of  Drapers,  chared  wfth  the  ji^ynitent  tf  forty 
'pounds  per^mttum,  for^he  support  thereof. 

Contiguous  to  thb  church,  on  ^le  sooth  side,  was 
artcichflly*s?ftrtff!^*a  fwmisbme  cloister,  HHfd  a  ctHireh^ 
y*frd,  wherein  was  a  puTpit-crass  (Wfsembling  that  iff 
St.  Paul  s),  erected  by  Sir  ilohn  RuSflsttoe,  irtayor  ^f 
thts  city,  ih  r528;  'ii4ib  purdhased  gl-ound  in  the 
'tftf^hfbOuWdhd,  and  nbt  only  'enlarged  the  said 
^iirchyard,  but  likewise  erected  convenient  apart- 
ments for 'the  chc^risters,  who  daily  Eclated  in  the 

church ; 


church  ;  but  the  choir  being  dissolved,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  Ylil.  the  apartments  were  c(nivisrted  into 
babiMlicm^  fi^r  decayed  paridhiotiers. 

Almost. opposite  to  this  church;  in  CornhUl,  stood, 
ameiently,  the  Ki»g's  vreigh-house,  or  beam,  for 
tvigighiBg  foreign  merchandixe ;  to  which  belonged  a 
]fta%ber  of  porters,  and  also  a  cart  and  four  horses, 
for  the  coniMBnietice  erf  conveying  goods  to  and  from 
the  weigh4)Ouse. 

Near  the  south-east  <3orneT  of  Corahili,  stands  ti» 
ehlalK^h  ofSt.  Pet^r,  CornhTll,  whicii,  if  the  following 
inscription,  engraved  on  a  tablet  of  brass,  and  banging 
in  the  ch^ch,  near  the  ba^ismal  ^t,  can  foe  relied 
0^,  'i«  by  far  the  most  ant^ent  of  the  Christiaa 
churdies  4b  fiiritliin.  it  mu^  hcPMTev^r,  be  •ohseriml^ 
that)  ind^peniiently  of  the  ^n^ral  disbelief  of  tive 
e'xisitencie  Of  ^  kiii^,  nam^  Lmcius^  the  oniy  autho* 
Hti^  iPor  t^hich  we, 'Geftry  of  Monmouth,  and  Joce- 
lilie  of  ^urnei^,  the  style  appears  lx:>  be  mnch  too  mo*- 
dern,  and  is  probably  a  fabacation^  about  the  time  of 
Ifenry  Vl. 

'^  oe hit ktiow))  to  atimisn,  tkat tixe yeerys of  owr 
Lord  God,  an.  CLXXIX.  Lacims,  the  iyjBt  Christen 
king  of  this  lon^  then  cal4y'd  J^rytaympe,  fowndyd  the 
fyrst  chyrch  in  London;  that  is  to  sey,.the  dtiytdhdi 
Sem  Peter,  apon  Comhyl ;  4ind  he  fowiidyd  ther  an 
archbi^op's  see>  and  made  that  chirch  the  metropo- 
litant  and  cbeef  chirch  of  this  kindc^m,  and  «o  endury '4 
ithe  sf>ace  of  CCCC  yeeiys,  and  more,  unto  die  com- 
imyng  of  Sent  Austen,  «n  apostyl  of  Englond ;  the 
whydi  was  sent  into  the  land  by  Sent  Gregory,  the 
doi^Kor  of  4lie  obirch,  in  the  tyuiie  of  King  Etbelbert.; 
«i»d  then  was  the  archbishoppys  see  and  pol  amoved 
from  the  aforesaid  chirch  of  St,  Peters,  upon  Com- 
hyl, unto  Derebemaum,  that  :»aw  ys  callyd  Canter- 
bury, and  ther  yt  remeynyth  to  this  dey. 

"  And 
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"  Aiid  Millet  Monk/  vvhych*  came  into  this  lond 
wyth  Sent  Austen^  was  made  the  fyrst  Bishop  of 
Ix)ndon,  and  hys  see  was  made  in  PowUys  chirch. 
And  this  Lucius,  kyng,  was  the  fyrst  foundyr  of  Pe- 
ter^s.  chyrch,  aponCornhyl;  and  he  regnyed  king, 
I  in  thys  ilond,  after  Brut.  MCCXLV,  yeerys.     And 

theyeerys  of  owr  I^rd  God  a  CXXIV,  Lucius  was 
cjx)wnyd  kyng;  and  the  yeers  of  hys  reygne,LXXVII 
yeerys;  and  he' was  beryd,  aftyr  sum  cronekil,  at  Lon- 
don, land,  after  sum  cronekil,  he  was  beryd  at  Glow- 
*  cester,  at  that  plase  wher  the  order  of  Sent  Francys 

standyth/^ 

Whatever  credit  ma?y  be  given  to  the  antiquity  of 
this  church,  from  the  above  inscription,  it  is  certain 
that  th^  church,  known  in  ancient  records  by  the 
name  of  St.  Peter,  super  Gornhill,  that  is,  above,  or 
at  the  t(^.  of  Gornhill^  is  of  very  ancient  foundation. 
The  earliest  authentic  account,  however,  we  find  of 
this  church,  is,  that  William  Kingston,  before  the 
year  1298,  gave  Jo  it.  his  tenement  in  Grass-street, 
called  the  Horse-mill;  and  that  there  anciently  be- 
longed to  the  church  a  public  library,  wjbll  furnished 
with  books;  which  being  privately  disposed  of,  the 
building  was  converted  into  a  schoollor  the  educa- 
tion of  youth. 

This  church  is  a  rectory,  the  patronage  of  which 
appears  to  have*  been  in  a  family  of  theNevils;  for 
the  Lady  Alice,  relict  of  Sir  Hugh  Nevil,  in  the  year 
1362,  made  a  feoffment  thereof  to  Richard,  Earl  of 
Arundel  and  Surrey ;  and,  passing  afterwards  through 
various  hands,  it  was,  in  thfe  year  141 1,  conveyed,  by 
Richard  Wliittington,  and  others,  to  the  lord  mayor 
and  commonalty  of  London ;  in  whom  the.  right  of 
^dvowson  still  remains. 

The  old  edifice  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  fire, 
in  1666;  soon  after  which  the  present  structure  was 

erected. 
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erected.  It  is  a  very  substantial  building,  eighty 
feet  long,  forty-seven  feet  broad,  forty  feet  high,  to 
the  roof,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  to  the  top 
of  the  steeple.  The  body  is  plain,  with  a  single 
series  of  windows.  The  tower  is  also  plain,  with 
one  window  in  each  stage;  and  the  dome,  which 
supports  the  spire,  is  of  the  lantern  kind.  The  spite 
js  crowned  with  a  ball,  on  which  is  a  vane,  in  the 
form  of  a  key,  alluding  to  the  key  of  St,  peter. 
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Of  Langhmm  JVard^^Ticienily  Fenny -^abmt.-^Bint^* 
— Precincts^ — ^-principal  Streets ^--T^tjomiard'fStrefit.rrTT 
JPenchurch^street.'-^Althallows  Staining. — ffaU  ^f^^h^ 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. — Pewterers'-nalU^St.  Dionif 
Backekurch. — IFhtie-nart'Couri . — Quakers*  meeting.'-^ 
jiUhallowSy  Lombard-street, — St.  Edmund  the  King. — 
PhfBnix  Fire^office.-^^Pelican  Life  Insurance-office."^^ 
St.  Mary  tVoolnoth. — Post-office. 

Lakgbourn  Ward  takes  its  name  from  a  rivulet, 
or  bourn,  which  proceeded  from  a  spring,  near  Church- 
row,  adjoining  to  the  chuix:h  of  St  Catharine  Cole- 
man, in  Fenchurch-street.  This  rivulet  took  its  course 
westward,  from  the  above  spring,  through  Lombard- 
street,  as  far  as  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Woolnoth, 
where,  turning  south,  and  breaking  into  many  small 
rills,  shares,  or  streams,  it  gave  name  to  Sharebourn* 
lane,  or  Southbourn-lane,  as  some  have  written  it, 
from  running  southward  into  the  Wallbrook. 

By  the  spreading  of  this  stream,  near  the  spring- 
head, the  contiguous  street  became  so  swampy,  or 
fenny,  especially  about  the  church,  which  stood  ia 
the  mid-way,  between  Mincing-lane,  and  Rood-lane, 
that  it  was  thence  called  Fenchurch-street ;  and  the 
ward  also  partook  of  the  same  appellation,  and  was 
enrolled,  on  the  city  records,  by  the  name  of  Fenny- 
about. 

Langbourn-ward  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Aid-  j 

gate-ward ;  on  the  south,  by  Tower-street,  Billings- 
gate, Candlewick,  and  Bridge-within  wards;  on  the 
west,  by  Wallbrook-ward ;  and  on  the  north,  by  Ald^ 
gate  and  Lime-street-wards, 

It 


It  i^  ^Y^e^  into  twelve  pre^incts^  and  h  govi^rae^ 
by  an  ald^rnaau,  ten  commoD-coMncil-inie^,  lyelv^ 
con$M;^le^,  ^i^te^i^  inquestrmen,  aiid  ^  b?adjije. 

The  principal  streets  in  thi^  wafd  are  Fcochurchr 
streei,  90^  Lombard-street ;  the  letter  of  which  gb- 
tain^d  its  na^e  from  th^  Lombards,  or  Italian  mer« 
chants,  who  settled  there;  and  by  this  name  it  wi^s 
knowa,  SQ  early  as  the  reign  of  fildw^^rd  IL  Ijq  thi^. 
street  are  several  principal  latins  apd  courts,  which- 
are  fiJJed  with  the  houses  of  merchants  and  eqiinent 
tracers :  those  on  the  south  side,  are,  St.  Swithixj  V- 
lwe>  Shfjrboura-laiie,  yVbchurch4ane,  St*  Nicholas* 
lan^/anJ  St.  Clement's-laae;  those  on  the  uorth  sid^» 
are,  ^ope's-bead-alley,  Exchange-ajley,  Bircbiu-iape^ 
^i^  Gegrgie-y^d* 

l^  KeAchurch-^treet  are,  ajso^  pevei'frl  princi|^ 
streets  and  lao^es,  which  are  wxill  inhabited  ;  .oj3  the 
90)Uth  si^ie,  are.  jPbii pot-lane,  Uood-lao^,  Miiicing>* 
iaq^t  jand  Mark-jane ;  and^  qn  the  north  sid^,  JUopie- 
street,  CuUum-street,  &c. 

At  fj^  eastern  extreojilty  of  this  ward,  is  the  parish 
^laircb  of  AUhaUowfi  Staipixig^  on  the  west  side,  ai;i4 
ne^r  the  north  end  of  Mark-lane. 

This  church  19  believed  to  be  of  Saxon  origin,  be* 
^ause  of  the  additional  epithe!t  of  Stane^  now  cor^ 
ruptiy  called  Staining;  which  our  a4;itiq uaries  ai^ 
of  opinion  was  given  to  it,  01^  accoimt  of  being  built 
wkia  ^tone,  to  distinguish  it  from  some  of  the  other 
tA^urohe^  in: this  c4ty,  of  the  saa>e  name,  that  were 
built  of  wood.  The  first  authentic  mention  erf  it  if 
in  the  year  )929,  wbei?^  Jiklward  Camel  was  incum- 
J>ent  thereof. 

lit  was  anciently  a  .i?ectory,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  De  WaUhams,  and  others,  till  about  1*^69,  wheiji 
l^mon,  Bbshop  of  London,  upon  the  petition  of  the 
abbot  and  pcmvept  of  Grace,  near  the  Tower,  appro*- 
priated  it  to  them  and  their  successors^  with  power  to 
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convert  the  profits  to  their  own  use,  and  to  supply 
the,  cure  with  eithera  monk  or  a  secular  priest,  re- 
inpveable  at  their  pleasure.  This  curacy  devolving, 
with  the  abbey,  to  the  crown,  it  was  sold,  on  the  7th 
of  October,  1607,  by  KingJanies  the  First,  to  George 
Bingley,  and  others,  tp  be  held  of  the  crown,  in  soc- 
cage;  and,  coining  afterwards  to  the  Lady  Slany, 
was  by  her  bequeathed  to  the  company  of  Grocers, 
who  have  since  |ield  the  advowson. 

This  church  escaped  the  fire,  in  1666 ;  but  it  was 
in  so  ruinous  a  state,  that  the  body  of  it  fell  down, 
three  years  after,  and  the  whole  vvas  rebuilt,  at  the 
expense  of  the  parishioners,  as  it  now  appears.  It  is 
^  very  plain  edifice,  enlightened  with  Gothic  win- 
^Jovvs;  but  the  front,  which  is  of  free-stone,  is  of  the 
Tuscan  order.  It  has  a  square  tower,  crpwned  with 
a  small  turret.  The  length  of  the  church  is  seventy- 
eight  feet,  its  breadth  thirty-two,  and  its  height 
tw^entv-four ;  and  the  altitude  of  the  tower  is  se- 
venty  fe^t. 

.  In  this  parish,  on  the  north  side  of  Fenchiirch- 
street,  but' backward  from  the  street,  at  the  upper 
end  of  Culver-cpurt,  is  the  hall  belonging  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company.  It  is  a  very  elegant  brick 
building,  adorned  with  pilasters,  architraves,  &c.  In 
this  hall  is  a  vast  pair  of  horns,  of  the  Moose  deer, 
Weighing  fifty-six  pounds;  and,  in  another  room,  the 
if)icture  of  an  elk,  killed  in  the  presence  of  Charles 
XI.  pf  Sweden,  which  weighed  twelve  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  pounds. 

On  the  same  side  of  Fenchurch-street  is  Lime- 
street  ;  on  the  west  side  of  which  is  Pewterers'-halL 
a  very  good  and  convenient  building.  In  the  court- 
room is  a  portrait  of  Sir  William  Smallwood,  who  was 
inaster  of  the  company  in  the  reign  of  Henry  ML 
and  ga vie  them  the  hall,  with  a  garden,  and  six  tene* 
pfients  adjoining. 

Near 
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Near  the  south-west  corner  of  Lime-street,  behind 
the  houses  in  Fenchurch-street,  stands  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Dioni^,  Badkchurch.  It  owes  its  name 
to  being  dedicated  to  St.  Dionis,  Dionysius,  or  Den- 
nis, an  Athenian  areopagite,  or  judge,  who,  bein^ 
converted  to  Christianity,  and  aftenvards  made  Bi- 
shop of  Athens,  travelled  into  France,  where  he  suf- 
fered martyrdom^  by  being  beheaded,  and  hais  been 
^ince  adopted  as  the  patron  saint  of  the  French  na- 
tion. The  epithet  of  Backchurch  was  added,  from 
its  situation  behind  a  row  of  houses,  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  church  of  St.  Gabriel,  which,  before  th^ 
fire  in  1666,  stood  in  the  middle  of  Fenchurch-street ; 
wherefore  those  churches  were  anciently  known  by 
no  other  appellation  but  those  of  Fore  arid  Back- 
church. 

The  oldest  authentic  mention  of  this  church,  is 
m  the  year  1288,  when  Reginald  de  Standon  was 
rector  of  it.  It  is  one  of  the  thirteen  peculiars  in 
the  city,  belonging  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
The  patronage  was  formerly  in  the  prior  and  canons 
of  that  church  ;  but  at  the  dissolution  of  the  priory, 
it  was  conferred  upon  the  dean  and  chapter,  who 
have  remained  patrons  ever  sihce. 

The  old  edifice  was  destroyed  in  1666,  and  the 
present  structure  was  erected  in  1674,  except  the 
steeple,  which  was  not  added  until  ten  years  after. 
It  is  a  plain  stone  buildings  of  the  loiiic  order,  with 
a  tower  and  tu.rei;  in  which  are  ten  bells,  and  a  set 
of  chimesi  The  length  of  the  church  is  sixty-six 
feet,  its  breadth  fifty-nine,  and  the  height  of  the  roof 
thirty-four  feet;  that  of  the  tower  and  turret  is  ninety 
feet. 

Nearly  opposite  to  the  west  end  of  Feiichurch* 
street,  in  Gracechurch-street,  is  White-hart-court, 
which  consists  of  neat  buildings,  mostly  inhabited  by 
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Quakers.  On  one  side  <rf  this  court  is  a  very  baad* 
some  meeting-house,  the  principal  one  belonging  to 
that  sect  in  tne  metropolis. 

From  this  court  there  is  a  passage  into  Lorobard- 
fitrett,  which  contahis  many  good  and  lofty 'houses, 
chiefly  the  residences  of  bankers,  and  eminent 
tradesmen. 

At  the  east  end  of  it,  behind  the  houses  on  the 
north  side,  stands  the  parish  church  of  Allhailows, 
Lombard-street.  It  is  a  rectory,  and  one  of  the  Arch- 
bi&hop  of  Canterbury's  pecufiars,  Ihe  advowson  ap- 
pears to  have  been  anciently  in  lay  hands;  for  Brith- 
mer,  a  citizen  of  London,  with  the  approbation  of 
Stigand,  the  archbishop,  and  Godric,  the  dean,  gave 
it,  with  a  messuage  adjoining,  to  the  church  of  Can- 
terbury, in  the  year  lOdS;  by  virtue  of  which  dona- 
tion, the  right  of  patronage  still  remains  m  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  the  Mctropohtan  church. 

This  was  the  last  rebuilt  of  the  churches  destroyed 
by  the  fire  in  1666,  not  being  finished  until  1694. 
It  is  a  neat,  plain,  well-proportioned  building.  The 
body  is  enlightened  by  a  single  series  of  large  win- 
dows; and  the  tower,  which  is  square,  is  terminated 
by  a  plain  battlement.  The  length  of  the  church  is 
eighty.four  feet,  itfe  breadth  fifty-two,  its  height 
'thirty,  and  that  of  the  tower  eighty -five  feet. 

A  little  to  the  west  of  this  church,  between  George- 
yard  and  Birchin-lane,  stands  that  of  St.  Edmund  the 
king. 

This  church  received  its  name  from  being  dedi- 
cated to  Edmund,  the  Saxon  king,  who  was  mur- 
dered by  the  Danes,  in  the  ye^r  870 ;  and  though 
the  origin  of  its  foundation  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  yet,  from  several  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  it  was 
originally  built  during  the  time  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy. 

The 


TbB  ^M  cbwcb  wm  dgstro^^id  by-  Ae  foe  6f  Lon- 
dori,  after  which  the  |M*e6€Jirjt.  structure  wa?*  erected 
tin  Its  ruin*  The  Bituatiaiv  of  this  bwildifig  dfiffcm 
from  tftofit  other  church  As  in^Lortdon;  for,  insreaS 
of  eitet  atld  wef^,  il  standi  fall  north- attd  south;  by 
ivhich  the  6har  is  plAced  U  the  ^orth  end  of  the 
church.  It  is  i^ixty-nilte  feet  long,  thirty^nirie  feet 
broadj  and  thirty-two  feet  higb^  to  the  roof,  Uhieh  is 
flat.  At  the  south  6iid  is  ^  sqaare  tower,  front  which 
projects  a  dial  over  the  street ;  and  upon  the  tower 
is  a  short  spire,  with  its  bade  fixed  oh  a  broad 
lafltem.  

This  church  is  a  rectory,  the  patronage  of  which  is 
now  in  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  In  the  year 
117^,  there  wa&  a  dispute  bett^een  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  and  the  prior  and  canons  of 
the  Trinity  convent,  withrn  A Idgate,  concerning  the 
patronage ;  Which  was  ddtermirted  by  Gilbert,  Bishop 
of  London,  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The  parish  h 
unitc^d  with  that  of  St.  Nicholas  Aeons,  the  church 
of  which,  before  the  fire  of  London,  stood  on  the  west 
eide  of  Nicholas-lane,  and  was  a  rectoiy  in  the  gift 
of  the  crown. 

Farther-  west,  on  the  opposite  sideS  of  the  street, 
are  the  Phoenhs  Fire-office  and  the  Pelican  Life 
Insurance-office,  both  handsome  modern  buildings, 
particularly  the  last. 

At  the  north-east  corner  of  Sherbourne-lane,  on 
the  south  side  of  Lombard-street,  stands  the  parish 
^church  of  St.  Mary  Wool noth,  which  is  so  called  from 
its  dedication  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  its  being 
originally  situated  near  the  Woolstaple;  the  syllable 
noth^  corrupted  from  neath^  signifying  near.  The 
Woolstaple  was  the  place  for  weighing  wool,  and 
stood  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Mary  Woolchurch 
Haw,  to  the  east  of  the  Stocks-market* 

1  This 
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Thfs  church  is  of  some  antiquity^  as  appears  fn>ixl 
John  de  Norton  being  rector  thereof,  iti  the  year 
1355;  and,  from,  various  circumstances,  it  is  supr 
posed  that  a  Roman  temple,  perhaps  the  Temple  of 
Concord,  stood  originally  on  this  spot;  for,  in  digging 
the  foundation  for  the  prelsent  edifice^  which  is  one 
of  the  fifty  new  churches,  appointed  by  parliament 
to  be  erected  within  the .  bills  of  mortali^,  in  the 
year  1719i  there  were  found  a  considerable  number 
of  tusks  and  bones  of  boars  and  goats^  with  several 
models  and  pieces  of  metal,  some  tesselated  woi^^ 
part  of  an  aqueduct,  and  a  great  variety  of  Roman 
earthen  vessels,  both  for  sacred  and  profane  uses ; 
and  at  the  bottom  was  found  a  well,  full  of  dirl^ 
which  being  removed,  a  fine  spring  of  salubrious 
water  arose,  wherein  was  fixed  a  pump. 

The  old  church  was  not  entirely  destroyed  by  the 
fire  of  London:  the  steeple  escaped  the  flames,  and 
the  walls  were  repaired i  But  these^  in  length  of 
time,  falling  greatly  to  decay,  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary to  pull  down  the  whole ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  it  was  rebuilt  of  stone,  in  the  year  1719,  in 
the  manner  it  now  appears. 

This  is  a  very  handsome  structure,  but  the  orna- 
ments of  it  are  hid  from  the  sight,  by  the  neighbour^ 
ing  buildings.  The  windows  are  on  the  south  side, 
where  the  edifice  is  entirely  surrounded  by  houses ; 
and  the  front  of  it,  which  is  bold  and  majestic,  is  so 
obscured,  that  it  cannot  be  seen  to  advantage,  nor 
can  the  tower  be  properly  viewed,  but  from  the  tops 
of  the  houses.  On  the  north  side,  which  fronts  Lom- 
bard-street, instead  of  windows,  there  are  three  very 
large  and  Ipfty  niches,  adorned  with  Ionic  columns, 
and  surrounded  with  a  bold  rustic ;  and  over  these  is 
a  large  cornice,  upon  which  is  placed  a  balustrade. 
The  entrance  is  at  the  west  end,  by  a  lofty  rustic 

arch, 
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arch,  over  which  rises  a  broad  shallow  tower,  orna-p 
mented  withsix  composite  columns  in  the  front,  and 
two  on  the  sides ;  upon  this  are  raised  two  small 
towers  in  front  crowned  with  balustrades ;  from  one 
end  of  which  rises  a  flag-staff,  with  a  vane. 

This  church  is  a  rectory,  the  patronage  of  which 
was  anciently  in  the  prioress  and  convent  of  St.  He- 
len's, in  Bishopsgate-street,  till,  at  the  dissolution,  it 
fell  to  the  crown  ;  when  King  Henry  Vlll.  granted 
it  to  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  in  whose  family  the  patronage 
has  ever  since  continued. 

The  living  of  this  church  was  greatly  improved  by 
the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Woolchurch  being  annexed  to 
it,  the  patronage  of  which  is  in  the  crown;  and,  from 
the  time  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  was  erected,  it  has  been 
the  parochial  church  for  both  parishes. 

Adjoining  to  this  church  is  the  'Post-office,  a  spa-r 
cious  brick  building,  but  undeserving  of  praise  as  a 
national  edifice.  It  stands  behind  the  houses,  iu 
Lomt>ard-street,  from  which  there  is  a  passage,  undes 
an  aiched  gateway,  leading  into  a  small  paved  court; 
there  are  also  passages  into  AbchurchJane,  and  Sher-^ 
bourn-lane.  It  was  originally  the  residence^  of  Sir 
Robert  Vyner,  lord  mayor,  in  1675,  who  built  it  on 
the  site  of  a  much-frequented  tavern,  which  was 
burnt  in  the  great  fire;  but  a  great  part  of  it  was 
rebuilt,  and  considerable  improvements  made  in  it, 
in  1804. 

The  original  establishment  of  the  Post-office,  ii> 
England,  is  buried  in  obscurity.  *t  is  certain,  that  d 
species  of  post,  though  of  what  nature  cannot  be  as- 
certained, was  in  existence  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  The  earliest  mention  of  a  chief  post- 
master for  England,  is  in  Camden's  Annals,  under 
the  date  of  1581 ;  but  what  his  office  was,  or  how  it 
-was  managed,  does  not  appear  clearly ;  and,  proba- 
))ly,  from  the  limited  state  of  the  correspondence  of 

the 


the  country,  it  wff&  of  trifliag  f^on^eqil^pc^.  J^qiea-  It 
greeted  the  first  i:^03jt-oitiGe  for  the  con^eyaocte  i^ 
letters  to  aiid  fjroip  fofei|||[n.  par^s,  which  k^  placed 
under  the  cqptroul  of  gjie  Matthew  de  Quester,  or 
de  rii^quester.  Jjfkis  o.ftic§  was  iaft^rwardi^  cl^ino^ 
l^y  Lord  iS^iihope^  ibut,  in  16.3'i,  W9S  conBrmed  ^nd 
continued  to  WilJiam  FrizeU  ^^^d  Iho^]^  Wither- 
ipgs,  by  King  Charles  I.  Jt  wpiuW  appear,  fh^-t,  pre- 
Tious  to  this  time,  private  per^jns  were  ^ccuatomed 
to  convey  ietteni  to  and  from  foreign  parts,  by  ^U 
sucli  interference  with  the  poi$t||lf^teir^s  office  being 
expressly  prohibited ;  aad,  in  16^^,  ^U  [H'ivtt^  i^t^nd 
posts  were  forbiddei^ 

But  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  public 
revenue  does  not  seenoi  to  have  ^t^eiA  much  atjteqcled 
to  by  governnieut  before  the  usurpation ;  ti|i  which 
period,  the  posts  were  confine^  to  ;a  few  of  the 
principal  roads.  The  outhnr  of  tb^  more  r<»gular  ^^ 
^xteusive  platb  which  was  i^lerwards  jadopted^  ori- 
ginated with  Mr.  fldiHuiu}  iVideaux,  attorney-^gieoe* 
ral  .to  tfe^  ijommoriwjeatftb,  who  was  appoinfceld  post- 
master, by  aA  or4ij»p[Po$»  of  both  houses  of  fwiiameii jt ; 
ie-^the  QxecutioB  of  wbidb  office,  he  §rst  .establii^hed 
9:  weefy/y  cqpveywce  of  letters  into  all  parts  of  the 
9aiioH..  In  1^53»  this; revenue  was  farmed  for  ten 
^Qu^aii^  pounds;  «nd,  aftej  deducting  the  icharges 
of  fjrosbjnastei«i  &c.,  produced  a  benefit  of  seven  thou* 
sand  pounds  per  aniium  \o  the  pubhc.  At.tbjs  p^t 
?iod,  tlie  poinifio^^^Ouricil.of  Lon^i  eodeiavtoiiNced  to 
set  up  g^^post-oi^Qe,  in  opposition  to  PirideauK's;  but 
th.ey?  w^rp  checkf§jd  hy  a  resolution  of  the  Hoinse  of 
Commorifi)  declaring  the  oflice  of  posjimaater  to  be 
ip  the  sole  power,  aod  disposal  of  the  parjiameot, 
. .  Ii^  J  G^^Gj.^/ie-w-and  regular  general  post-oflice  ww 
erected  b^ihe  authority  of  the  pix>tector  jaod  bis  par* 
liamoBt^  upon  neady  the  same  ptaii  As.has  been  coo** 
linued  ever  since  L..4nd  hy  an  ,act  of  parliainent, 
j.r  passed 


provemente,  which  continued,  with  very  little  tjkm^ 
9^mij  ismtHk  the  year  17S4,  wIm»  »  modt'  of  coi^ireV'* 
ififf  Ae  nmli^  vtpost  a  pkm  fim  suggested  by  In; 
JoM*  Bifamit^  of  Ba^  in  1789',  wiu»  earned'  iM&  «Ei^ 
cttfiion.  Sefeipe  ihfe  aii^^ion  0#liit»pla»^  bdMM  #6i9» 
eeny^eofc  i»^  cavts,  or  bj  hoj»  oii>  boFsaback,  willloM^ 
pfoleetion  ftom*  n>i^beff»^  tnd  fial^e  to^  ddlB^.  Ijfe^ 
Palmer's  proposal  was,  t(^  eonlnraii^t  witli'  tke^  ^V(rw%» 
of  the  diligences  and  stage-coachea,  which  were  esta- 
blished to  every  town  of  note  in  the  kingdom,  to 
carry  the  mails,  with  guards  for  their  protection. 
This  they  were  induced  to  do  at  a  very  low  rate, 
from  the  additional  recommendation  to  passengers, 
their  carriages  would  thereby  acquire,  in  point  of  se- 
curity, regularity,  and  dispatch ;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  strong  opposition  to  the  measure,  in  its  out- 
set, experience  has  shown,  that  this  cotnbination  of 
interests  has  been  alike  beneficial  to  the  revenue, 
the;  correspondent,  the  passenger,  and  the  coach^^ 
master. 

Here  is  also  the  principal  oflSce  of  the  Two*penny 
post,  for  the  speedy  conveyance  of  letters  and  small 
parcels,  not  exceeding  four  ounces  in  weight,  within 
the  metropolis,  and  a  distance  of  ten  miles  round  it; 
but,  by  the  last  regulation,  letters  delivered  out  of 
town,  are  charged  three  pence. 

This^  useful  method  of  circulating  letters  was  pro« 
jected  by  one  David  Murray,  an  upholder,  in  Pater* 
noster-row,  in  the  year  1683,  who  communicated  the 
scheme  to  Mr.  William  Dockwra,  who  carried  it  on, 
for  some  time,  with  great  success,  till  the  govern- 
ment laid  claim  to  it  as  connected,  and  partly  inter- 
fering with  the  General  Post-office,  which  was  part 
of  the  crown  revenue ;  it  was,  therefore,  annexed  to 
%oh.  IP.  N  n  n  the 
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the  Geoml  Poet-oflke,  and  Dockwn  ims  gratified 
with  a  peiiMOa  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  dunng 
hb  life. 

The  present  e^tsdblishmeat  of  the  General  Post- 
office,  consists  of  two  postmasters-general,  a  secie* 
tary,  surveyor,  comptn^er-general,  and  a greatnum* 
ber  of  clew  and  assistants.  There  are  fifty  receiving- 
houses,  for  general  post  letters,  and  upwards  of  ono 
hundred  and  fifty  for  two-penny  post  letters,  in  di£» 
erent  parts  of  the  metropolis. 
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CHAP.  XL 

i!)f  Billingsgate  Ward. — Bounds. — Precincts. '^Principal 

Streets. — Billingsgate. — -•St.  Mary  at  HilL — -Long 
'  Duration  of  a  Corpse. — Ancient  Custom  of' the  Fellotv-- 

ship  Porters, — ^St.  Andrew  Hubbard;. — King's  Weighs 
^  house.'^Rood'lane.'^'St.  Margaret  Pattens. -^St.  Ga^ 

Iriel  Fenchurch. — St.  George^  Boiolph^lane. — St.  Bo^ 

tolphy  Billingsgate.-^Butch&rs^'hall. 

Billingsgate  Ward  is  situated  on  the  river 
side,  and  is  bounded  on.  the  south  by  the  Thames, 
on  the  east  by  Tower- street- ward,  on  the  north  by 
Langboum-ward,  and  on  the  west  by  the  ward  of 
Bridge-within. 

It, is  divided  into  twelve  precincts,  and  is  governed 
by  an  alderman,  ten  common-council-men,  eleven 
constables,  fourteen  inquest-men,  and  a  beadle. 

The  principal  streets  in  this  ward  are,  part  of 
Thames-street,  Botolph-lane,  St.  Mary's  hill,  Kood- 
lane,^nd  Pudding  lane.  The  situation  of  this  ward, 
near  the  river,  the  Custom  house,  and  several  wharfs, 
gives  it  great  advantages  in  trade,  and  occasions  it 
to  be  well  inhabited,  and  in  a  continual  hurry  of  bu- 
siness at  the  several  quays  and  wharfs,  on  the  south 
side  of  Thames-street.  Of  these,  Billingsgate,  from 
which  the  ward  derives  its  name,  is  of  most  .note  $ 
not  so  much  for  landing  and  loading  of  merchandize, 
as  for  being  the  only  port  for  fish  in  London,  and  the 
greatest  market  for  that  article  in  England/  and, 
perhaps,  in  the  world.  It  is  an  extensive  water  gate, 
or  port  for  small  vessels,  to  which  those  laden  with 
oranges,  lemons,  Spanish  onions,  and  other  commo- 
dities, resort,  as  well  as  the  fishing  boats.  Here, 
.also,  is  the  port  for  the  Gravesend  boats  to  take  in 
-their  &res;  from  whence  they  are  obliged  (under  a 
penalty),  to  depart  at  the  ringing  of  a  bell,  erected 
•  at  the  stairs  for  that  purpose,  which  is  rung '  for  a 

quarter 
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quarter  of  an  hour  to  give  notice  of  the  time  of  high 
water  at  London-brid^. 

The  earliest  authentic  notice  of  'thi9  .place  as  a. 
pott  or  quajK,  is  that  quoted  in  vol.  I.  |N|ge  SB,  fiom 
Dir.Howeil^s  Histoiyvofitb^  Wodd,  tmd^  theMdate  of 
979t,  about  which  rimiie^tbeliied  made  laiHW  A  Wan- 
tage for  regntating^exsusiloiiffi  to  be  pflod  itere.  Vhis 
was,  for  a  considerable  time,  the  mostimportant  "place 
in  the  metropolis,  for  the  landing  of  aknost  every  aiti- 
oleof  commerce,  a&erQueenh^lhe  wasf^vaaken.;  Jbut 
it  did  not  become  a  eeldbrated'^h<-mark»t  uotal  tho 
year  16999  wbenan  act  of  parliament  was  passed  fiic 
making  it  a  free  :po]?t  for  fish,  wjiich  migbt  be  sold 
there  every  day  in  the  week,  Sunday  eiscepted,  ^aaul 
for  pennitling  the  resale  of  the  fish  so  bot^t,  in 
tiWYjf  part  of  the  city. 

Opposite  to  KUingsgafce  is  the  street  cdlkd  &L 
Iflavy^  HiiU  on  the  west  aide  of  which  is  iihe  parish 
church  oS  St.  Mary,  called,  from  its  situataofi,  Stl 
Hilary  at  Hill,  or  on  the  HilL  The  date  of  theifounda- 
tietttof  this  church  is  equally  uncertain  with  Aat  ef 
most  of  the  chuEcbes  in  ihiscit?^:  the  &rst  cireum* 
fitenoes  met  vrith  concerning  it,  are  Ihat  Rose  de 
ilFrylel  founded  a  chantry  in  the  chun^  df  St  Morjr 
mt  Hill,  in  the  year  1330,  and  that  fidchard  db 
Hackney  {piesented  Nigellus  Dalleye  to  this  livuig 
in  Abt  year  dSST^  Stow,  on  the  authon^  of  (b'afaian, 
<«AiQ  was  living  at  the  time,  lelates  a  smgukHr^Qccuiw 
xence'iat  the  rebuilding  of  this  churohrin  1497*  Ife 
savs,  *^  in  the  year  14979  in  the  moneth  of  Apriti,  as 
dahouren  <digffed  for  the  foundation  of  a^viall,  within 
4he  church  ofSt.  Mane^bill,  neare  untoBeUi^isgate, 
dieyfound  a  coffin  of  rotten  timber,  and  therein  the 
(coips  x>f  a  woman,  whole  of  skmne,  and  x>f  bones, 
lundiaeireiedlt  attd  the  joynts  of  her  anns  ply»- 
nhde,  without  breaking  t)ie  akynne^  upon  whooe 
cepalcbcethis  was  engraven :  *  Hece  liath  Ihe  bodies 

of 
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of  lichapdiiaekiiey,  fiBfamonger,  and  Alice  his  wife  i: 
the  mbich  iUchacd  was  .sberiffe  in  the  fifteenth  of 
Edimrd  11.  (l^S).  iier  bodie  ^as  kept  above 
grDundedirM  oir  four  doyes  ivithout  noysance,  bitt 
dien  it  waxed  tinaavorie,  and  eo  was  againe  buried/* 
Though  ithis  church  was  considerstbly  injured  by 
the  :fife  in  1 666,  it  'did  qsot  require  rebuilding,  a:nd 
w«s  therefore  repaired,  afiler  which  the  parish  of  St. 
Andrew  Hubbard,  the  icburch  of  Which  was  totally 
fanrnft,  was  united  to  it.  It  is  a.  well  proportioned 
Gothic  structure  of  stone,  consisting  of  a  plain  body 
enlightened  by  large  windows,  with  a  cupola  in  the 
middle,  and  a  square  tower,  crowned  with  a  hand^* 
some  turret,  at  the  end.  Hie  dimensioiB  are,  length 
ninety *six  feet,  breadth  sixty  feet,  adtiftude,  to  the 
ceiling,  twenty^ix  feet,  to  the  centre  of  the  cupola^ 
diirty^^ight  feet,  to  the  top  of  the  turret,  ninety^skc 

it  is  0  Teotory^  the  advowson  of  whicb  appears  to 
kd^e  been  always  in  lay  hands;  and,  in  1638,  wa» 
-pui^diaaed  hy  the  parisbioners,  in  whom  it  has  ever 
fliisoe  remained :  but  since  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew 
fiubband  has  been  united  to  it,  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland, who  is  patron  of  that  parish,  presents  in 
tlum. 

jVnnuaUy^  on  the  Sunday  after  Midsummer-day^ 
aecording  taancient  custom,  the  fraternity  of  Fellow^ 
sfaip-pon^rs,  of  the  dty  of  London,  repair  to  this 
church  in  the  morning,  where,  during  the  reading  of 
the  Psabns,  they  reverently  approach  the  altar,  two 
and  two,  on  the  rails  of  which  are  placed  two  basons; 
vol  into  these  they  put  their  respective  offerings. 
l%ey  are  generally  feUowed  by  die  congregation,  and 
the  money  offered  is  distributed  among  the  aged> 
*pDor,  and  infirm  members  of  that  fraternity. 

The  parish  of  St;  Andrew  Hubbard  was  a  rectopf, 
<focm^rly  called  St.  Andrew,  Juxta  Eastcheap,  and 

1  was 
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was  founded  before.  1 389 ;  m  which  year  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke  presented  Robert  Clayton  to  the  rectory, 
in  the  room  of  Walter  Palmer,,  deceased.  On  the 
death  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  without  issue^  the 
patronage  devolved  to  the  Earis  of  Shrewsbury*  in 
whose  &mily  it  continued  till  1460,  when  John,  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury ,  was  killed,  at  the  battle  of  Northamp-* 
ton,  when  it  came  to  Edward  IV.  After  this,  it  had 
divers  patrons,  till  Algernon,  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, presented  Thomas  Parker,  who  was  burnt  out 
in  1666. 

After  the  fire,  the  ground  on  which  this  church 
stood,  with  the  churchyard,  in  Little  Eastcheap,  be- 
tween Botolph-lane,  and  Love- lane,  and  also  the.  site 
of  the  parsonage  house,  were  sold  to  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, for  pubUc  uses:  some  pf  the  purchase- money 
was  paid  to  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  at  Hill,  towards 
the  repairs  of  that  church,  and  the  remainder. was 
appropriated  to  making  a  provision  for  the  rector  and 
his  successors,  in  lieu  of  the  parsonage-house.  -  On 
one  part  of  the  ground  was  erected  the  King's  weigh- 
bouse,  which  before  stood  on  Cornhill.  The  <»rigi- 
nal  intept  of  this  weigh-houae  was,  to  prevent  (muds 
in  the  weight  of  merchandise  brought  from  beycmd 
sea.  It  was  under  the  government  of  a  master  and 
four  master  porters,  with  labouring  porters  under 
lhem>  who  used  to  have  carts  and  horses  to  fetch  the 
merchants' goods  to  thebeam,  and  jtocarry  themback: 
but  little  has  been  done  in  this  office  of  late. years; 
as  a  compulsive  power  is  wanting  to  oblige  merchants 
to  have  their  goods  weighed. 

At  the  south-east  angle  of  Rood-lane,  stands  the 
parochial  church  of  St.  Margaret  Pattens.  .  This 
church  received  its  name  from  its  dedication  to  St. 
Margaret,  virgin  and  martyr,  and  its  situation,  which, 
at  the  time  of  its  foundation,  was  a  lane,  occupied 
.pnly  by  makers  and  dealers  in  pattens.    This  lane, 

however, 
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however,  was  aftemards  called  Rood-lane,  on  ac^ 
count;of  a  rood,  or  cross,  set  up  in  the  churchyard  of 
St.  Margaret,  when  the  church  was  pulled  down  to 
be  rebuilt.  This  cross,  or  rood,  was  blessed  in  a 
particular  manner,  and  privileged  by  the  Pope  with 
many,  indulgences,  for  the  pardon  of  the  sins  of  those 
who  came  to  pray  before  it,  and  to  make  their  offer- 
ings ;toward8  the  rebuilding  of  St.  Margaret's  church. 
But  the  church  being  finished  in  the  year  Id  38,  soon 
after  the  Reformation,  some  people  unknown  assem- 
bled, without  noise,  in  the  night  of  the  S9d  of  May, 
in  that  year,  who  broke  the  rood  to  pieces,  and  de- 
molished the  tabernacle. in  which  it  was  erected. 

The  old  church  was  destroyed  in  1 666,  after  which 
the  present  one  was  immediately  erected,  and  the 
parish  of  St.  Gabriel  Fenchurch  was  united  to  it.  It 
is  built  part  of  stone,  and  part  of  Inrick,  and  consists 
of  a  plain  body,  sixty-six  feet  in  length,  fifty-two 
feet  broad,  and  thirty-two  feet  in  height.  The  win- 
dows are  arched,  with:  port-hole  windows  over  them. 
Above  the  front  ddor  is  a  lai^e  Doric  window,  with 
a  cherub's  head,  and  a  large  festoon  over  it;  and, 
above  these  is  a  pediment,  which  stretches  from  the 
steeple  to  the  end  of  the  church.  The  tower  rises 
square  to  a  considerable  height,  and  Ij  terminated  by 
four  plain  pinnacles,  crowned  with  balls,  and  a  bal- 
lustrade,  within  which  rises  a  very  solid  spire,  termi* 
nated  by  a  ball  and  vane. 

The  original  foundation  of  this  church  was  in,  w 
before  the  year  1394;  for  the  first  rector  upon 
record  is  Hamo  de  Chyrch,  presented  by  Lady  Mar- 
garet Nevil,  on  the  14th  of  June,  in.  that  year.  And 
the  patronage  thereof,  remained  in  the  family  of  the 
Nevils  till  the  year  1392,  when  it  came  to  Robert 
Rikeden,  of  Essex,  and  Margaret  his  wife;  who,  in 
1408,  conveyed  it,  by  agreement,  to  Richard  Whit- 
tinglQQ  and  other  citizens  of  London,  together  with 
1-  the 
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the  advowflon  ctf  1%.  PeterCamlaUv  okI  iht 
Leadenhall,  &e«  whidi  agreentcnt  dietaid  Whitfciiigi 
too  and  othensr  OQiifimed».m  L411ytotbeimjaranl 
comi9onalty  of  London;  in  wfaom  the  right  of  pw- 
feotation  has  ever  nnce  remained^ 

The  parish  cff  St.  Gafariei  Fenchnvdh,.  whkh  vas 
annexed  to  this  paidsfa  afJbBr  the  fire  oi  Umduiv  m  m 
Langboum-waird«  It  wem  alao»  a.feclovjrv  famded 
before  the  year  1921 ;  when  John  Faynall  appeatt 
to  have  been  rector^  and  wa»  dcdacatBd  tab  the  asg^ 
GabrieU  The  patronage  of  tUs  mctOiy^mixL  tbepriet 
and  convent  of  tiie  Holy  Trinity,  witban  Aldgate^ 
until  the  suppfeaBion  of  their  priory,  when  it  demlved 
lo  th^  crown,  in  whom  it  still  remains; 

On  the  west  side  of  Botolpb-laine  stands  the  pa« 
nsh  ohurcb  of  St  George,  Boteiph-IiBne;  which  ia 
aa  called  ftom  its  situation,  and  beiag  (JMicated  i» 
St  George  of  Cappadoeia,  the  patroa  of  the  finp^iab 
nation.  It  i&  an  aacieat  rectory,  SUibert  de  Ib^weQ 
being  rector  in  the  year  19!iri ;  and  waa  miamikf  m 
the  gift  of  the  M»t  and  convent  of  St  §ayioQr^a» 
BcarmoBrdagr,  at  whose  dissoltrtion  it  came  to  t^e 
crown. 

The  okl  church  was  burnt  down  in  1 666,  iMia 
aftec  which  the  pMsent  edifice  ww  «Mted.  It  ia  n 
neat  small  building  of  stone,  enlightened  with  a  auu 
gle  series  of  tall  windows;  and  dfie  steeple  ccmsista 
of  a  plain  tower,  ornamented  with  vasea  at  tike  fom 
eomers.  In  length  it  is  fifty-fom  feet,  in  bieadth 
tbixty-six  feet,  and  its  height,  to  the  loof,  ia  tfairty-t 
six  feet ;  that  of  the  steeple  i»  eighty.<|iMif  feet. 

After  the  fire,  the  parish  of  St  Bo«aph,  BOlkige^ 
gate,  was  added  to  this  parish.  Thechinreh  stood  in 
Thames-street,  opposite  to  Botolph-laae,  whifb  waa 
named  from  it.  It  was  also  a  rectory,  the  advewaon 
of  which  waa  anciently  in  lay  hands;  but,  in  119*^ 
was  chdmcdt^ythe  Dean  and  Chapter  of  S«.  Punt'Ai 

under 
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tinder  a  deed  of  gift  from  one  Odgarus,  his  sons,  and 
the  mother  of  Dionisia  Bocijmeteri  who,  with  het 
husband,  John,  also  claimed  it.  The  dean  and  chap- 
ter, however,  prevailed^  and  it  continued  in  their 
gift  till  the  church  was  annexed  to  that  of  St,  George; 
since  Which  time,  the  crown  aiid  the  chapter  present 
alternately. 

In  Pudding-lani^  at  the  western  extremity  of  this 
ward,  stands  Butcher's-hall^  a  small  neat  building,  in 
which  are  three  hatidsome  rooms,  wainscoted,  and 
decorated  with  fret-work, 

Watermans'-hall,  which  formerly  stood  in  Cold^ 
harbour,  was  removed  into  this  ward,  in  the  yeai^ 
1786.  Its  present  situation  is  on  the  west  side  oi 
St.  Mary  Vhill.  It  is  a  heat  building,  partly  of  stone^ 
and  partly  of  brick.  The  principal  entrance,  which 
is  at  the  south  end,  is  through  a  rustic  basement 
story,  above  whidh  rises  four  pilasters,  of  the  Ionic 
order,  supporting  a  plain  triangular  pediment.  Abovci 
the  door,  are  the  arms  of  the  company^ 
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CHAR  XII. 

Of  Bridge  Ward  JVithin. Extent. — Bounds. Pre» 

cincts. — ^Principal  Streets. — -St.  Magnus. — St,  Mar^ 
garet.  New  Fish-street. — Tke  Monument. — -^St.Bennet, 
Ch-asschuTch.-^St.  Leonard,  Eastdieap /-^Fishmongers'" 
hall. 

This  ward  takes  its  name  from  its  situation  and 
doiinection  with  the  bridge,  which,  w^hen  it  was  co- 
vered with  buildings,  formed  three  of  the  precincts ; 
for  the  ward  begins  at  the  south  end  of  the  bridge, 
and  stretches,  direct  north,  up  Fish-street-hili  and 
Gracechurch-street,  as  far  as  Lombard-street  and 
Fenchurch-street,  including  all  the  bridge,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  alleys  and  courts,  on  the  east 
side,  and  all  the  alleys,  courts,  and  lanes,  on  the  west 
side  of  Thames-street,  between  Old  Swan-lane,  and 
Somer's-key,  part  of  MichaePs-lane,  and  part  of 
Crooked-lane. 

This  ward  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  Southwark 
.  and  the  river  Thames ;  on  the  north  by  Langbourn- 
ward;  on  the  east  by  Billingsgate- ward,  and  on  the 
west  by  Candlewick  and  Dowgate-wards. 

It  is  divided  into  fourteen  precincts,  and  is  go- 
verned by  an  alderman,  fifteen  common-council- 
^men,  fifteen  inquest-men,  fourteen  constables,  and  a 
^  beadle. 

The  principal  streets  in  it  are,  Fish-street-hill,  part 
of  Gracechurch-street,  Upper  and  Lower  Thames- 
street,  and  Eastcheap. 

In  Thames-street,  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
bridge,  stands  the  parish  church  6f  St.  Magnus;  so 
called  from  its  dedication  to  St.  Magnus,  who  suf- 
fered martyrdom  in  the  city  of  Cesarea,  under  the 

I  Emperor 
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Emperor  Aurelian,  for  bis  stedfast  adherence  to  thfe 
Christian  rehgion.  It  is  a  rectoiy,  the  patronage  of 
which  was  anciently  in  the  Abbots  and  ConVents  of 
Westminster  and  Bermondsey,  who  presented  alter- 
nately, till  the  general  suppression  of  monasteries, 
when  it  fell  to  the  crown.  In  1553,  Queen  Mary, 
by  letters  patent,  granted  it  to  the  Bishop  of  London 
and  his  successors,  in  whom  it  still  remains,- 

The  date  of  the  foundation  of  this  church  cannot 
be  traced,  but  the  Chapel  of  St,  Thomas  the  Martyr, 
built  upon  the  bridge  by  Peter  of  Colecburch,  be- 
fore 1209,  was  in  this  parish. 

The  old  church  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  1 666^ 
and  when  rebuilt,  it  was  made  the  parochial  church 
for  this  parish  and  that  of  St.  Margaret,  New  Fish* 
street,  which  is  annexed  to  it  by  an  act  of  parlia-^ 
ment;  but  part  of  the  ground  on  which  the  old 
church  stood  was  laid  into  the  street  for  widening 
the  passage. 

The  body  of  the  present  structure  was  erected  in 
the  year  J  676,  but  the  steeple  was  not  added  till 
several  years  after.  It  is  a  spacious  and  massy  stone 
building,  plain,  but  well  ornamented.  The  corners 
have  rustic  quoins,  and  the  body  is  enlightened  by 
tall  arched  windows,  over  each  of  which  is  a  cornice 
supported  by  scrolls,  and  between  these  is  a  cherub 
over  the  center  of  each  window^  At  the  west 
end,  on  each  side  the  door,  rise  coupled  pilas- 
ters from  a  plain  course,  which  support  a  pedi^ 
ment.  The  door  on  the  north  side  is  also  placed 
under  a  pediment,  but  without  the  decorations  of 
the  other.  The  roof  is  hid  by  a  kind  of  attic 
course,  from  which  the  tower  rises  square  and  plain ; 
and  from  this  the  dial,  which  is  richly  ornamented, 
projects  over  the  street.  The  course  above  this  is 
adorned  at  the  corners  with  coupled  pilasters  of  th^ 
Ionic  order,  supporting  an  open  work  in  die  place  of  a 

balustrade. 
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balustrade,  with  lai^  urns  at  tlie  comars.  From 
within  this  open  work  rises  liie  lanthom,  which  has 
also  loiiic  pilasters  and  arched  windows  in  all  the 
intercolumniaticms.  The  doom  rests. upon  diese 
pilasters ;  aoid  on  its  qrown  is  placed  a  piece  of  open 
work  Uke  that  which  surrounds  the  base  of  the 
lanthom ;  on  which  i^  raised  the  turret  that  supports 
the  vane.    In  this  church  is  a  peel  of  ten  bells. 

Before  the  fire  the  parochial  church  of  St.  Mar- 
garet stood  on  the  east  side  of  Fish-street-hill,  which 
was  fonii^rly  called  New  Fish-street,  from  ^e  num- 
ber of  fishmongers  who  -inhabited  it.  The  patronage 
of  this  church,  which  was  a  rectory,  was  in  the  abbot 
and  convent  of  Westminster,  till  the  dissolution, 
when  it  fell  to  the  king  with  the  Abbey  of  Westmin^ 
ster ;  and  was  given  by  Queen  Mary,  in  the  first 
year  of  her  reign,  to  the  Bishop  of  London  and  hs 
successors,  in  whom  it  still  continues.  The  first 
mention  of  this  church  is  in  1328,  before  which 
time,  Roger  de  Bredefeld  and  Edward  de  Hoseland 
had  been  rectors  thereof. 

On  the  site  of  this  church,  one  of  the  noblest 
pieces  of  architecture  in  the  world  was  erected,  by 
an  act  of  parliament,  to  commemorate  the  great  and 
dreadful  conflagration  of  the  city  in  1666.  This  bold 
fuid  stately  column,  which  is  emphatically  caile^  the 
Monument,  was  begun  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  in 
1671,  and  finished  by  him  in  l677j  at  soi  expense  of 
fourteen  diousand  five  hundred  pounds. 

It  is  a  round  fluted  pillar  pf  the  DiWic  order,  .built 
of  the  best  Portland  stone,  two  hundred  and  two 
feet  in  height  fix>m  the  ground,  the  ^exact  distance-pf 
the  spot  where  the  fire  began.  Thediameter  of  the 
shaft  or  body  of  the  column  is  fifteen  feet ;  the 
ground  plinth  or  lowest  part  of  the  pedestal  is  twenty- 
eight  feet  square ;  and  tlie  pedestal  is  fotty  feet  in 
height.  Over  the  capitol  is  -an  iron  balcony,  encom- 
passing 
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passing  aicone  thirty-twp  feet/hi^,  jSiiff^isi;)^^  ^ 
blazing  ura  of  gilt  brass.  Jp  thip  place  of  jt;|[iif»  u^Vs 
which  was  set  up  contrary  ,to  Sir  Christopher-s 
opinion,  was  originally  int^ded.a  <2Qlo8.^lMat]it^.i|i . 
gilt  braaS)  ^itiia:  of  ^^  C\miAe$  U.  asr  »foqnc)er  f^f 
.the  .new  city,  after  tbe  ipanner  of -the  Roqitan  p^ihKy 
which  were  terminated  with  tb^  statqeis  of  their 
Caesars;  or.el3e  an  erect  figure  of  a  woman, :Qro«i[n- 
ed  with  turrets,  holding  a  .sword  and  <Jap  of  rn^ain- 
tenance,  with otherensignsof  the  city^s^andeur^aiijl 
re-edification. 

Within  isalargestairtcase  of  black  marbie,,oontain- 
ing  three  hundred  and  forty-tfive  steps,  each»i^n  ipqh.os 
-and  a  half  broad,  and  six  inches  thick.  The  westside 
of  the  pedestal  is  adorned  with  ourious  embleinsyby  ^e 
masterly  hand  of  Mr.  Cibbec,  father  of.  the  poet^laureat, 
'denoting  the  destruction  and  t^estoration  of  the  qity^ 
lin  which  the  eleven  principal  -figures  are  done  in 
alto,  and  the  rest  .in  basso  relievo.  The  .first  if^male 
figure  repiresents  the  city  of  ^London,  sitting  among 
the  ruins,  in  a  languiahingipoature,  with  her.b^d.iler- 
jected,  hair  dishevelled,  and  her  hand  carelessly 
lying  on  her  sword.  iBehind  is  Time,  gradually 
faising  her  up  :  at  her  side  a  w^oman,  repicesenting 
.Providence,  gently  touching -her  with  one  hand,  and 
witha  whiged  scepter  in  tbe  other,  rdicecting  her;to 
regard  the  goddesses  in  the  clouds,  one  ^with  atcor- 
:nucopia,  denoting  plenty,  the  .other  with  a  ipalm 
branch,  the  »emblem  of  peace.  Atfher  ffeet  a  bee- 
ifaive,  showing  that  ihy  industry  andiapplication  the 
;gfeate8t  ^misfortunes  are  to  be  overcome.  tBehJnd 
'Time«are.  citizens  exulting  at. bis  endeavQuis  to^re.- 
store  her ;  ;and  .beneath,  imthe  .midst  of  theiruins,  is 
,a  dragon,  who,  as  supporter  of  :the  city. arms, < with 
his  rpaw  endeavouns  to  ipreserve  the  same.  Still 
lavther  fat  the  /north  end  is  a  ^iew  of  the/oity  In 
f^mes  ;  the  inhabitants  in  consternation,  with  their 

arms 


/. 


470  HISTORY   AKD  SURVEY   Ot 

arrtw^xt^ded  upWards,  as  crying-out  for  sUceouY. 
Opporfte  the  city,  on  to  elevated  pavement,  stands 
-the  king,  in  a  Roman  habit,  with  a  laurel  on  hfe 
head,  and  a  trunchefoh  i&  his  hand ;  and,  approach- 
teg  her,  Commands  three  of  his  attendants  to  de- 
scend to  her  relief ;  the  first  represents  the  sciences, 
with  a  winged  head  and  circle  of  naked  boys  danoii^ 
thereon,  hoidiftg  Nature  by  the  hand,  with  her  nu- 
merous breasts  i^ady  to  give  assistance  to  all ;  the 
second  is  Architecture,  with  a  plan  in  one  hand,  and 
a  square  and  pair  of  compasses  in  the  other :  and 
the  third  is  Liberty,  waving  a  hat  in  the  air,  showing 
her  joy  at  the  pleasing  proeqpect  of  the  city's  speedy 
recovery.  Behind  the  king  stands  his  brother,  the 
Duke  of  York,  with  a  garland  in  one  hand  to  crown 
the  rising  city,  and  a  sword  in  the  other  for  her  de- 
fence. The  two  figures  behind  are  Justice  and  For- 
titude; the  former  with  a  coronet,  and  the  latter 
Vfith  a  reined  lion :  and  under  the  royal  pavement,  in 
a  vault,  lieth  Envy,  gnawing  a  heart,  and  incessantly- 
emitting  pestiferous  fumes  from  her  envenomed 
mouth.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  plinth  the  recon- 
structioia  of  the  city  is  represented  by  builders  and 
labourers  at  work  upon  houses. 

On  the  other  three  facades  of  the  plinth  are  Latin 
inscriptions;  that  on  the  north, side  is  thus  rendered : 
*'  In  the  year  of  Christ,  1666,-  September  9,  east- 
ward from  hence,  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  and 
two  feet  (the  height. of  this  column),  a  terrible  fire 
broke  out  about  midnight ;  which,  driven  on  by  a 
high  wind,  not  only  wasted  the  adjacent  parts,  but 
also  very  remote  places,  with  incredible  noise  and 
fury.  It  consumed  eighty-nine  churches,  the  city 
gates,  Guildhall,  many  pubhc  structures,  hospitals, 
schools,  libraries,  a  vast  number  of  stately  edifices, 
thirteen  thousand  dwelling  houses,  and  four  hundred 
streets.  Of  the  twenty-six  wards  it  utterly  destroyed 
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fifteen,  and  left  eight  otbei^  shattered  and  half  bumt» 
The  ruins  of  the  city  vv;ere_four  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  acres,  from  the  Tower  by  the  Thames  side  to  th§ 
Temple  church  ;  and  fron^  the  niorth-east  along  th^ 
wall  to  Holborn-bridge.  To  the  estates  and  fortunes 
of  the  citizens  it  was  merciless,  but  to  their  lives  very 
favourable,  that  it  might  in  all  things,  resemble  the 
last  conflagration  of  the  world.  The  destructioa 
was  sudden  ;  for,  in  asmjill  space  of  time,  the  city 
was  seen  most  flourishing,  qnd  reduced  to  nothing. 
Three  days  after,  when,  in  the  opipipn  of  all,  this  fatal 
fire  had  baffled  all  human  counsels  and  endeavours,  it 
stopped,  as  it  were  by  a  command  from  heaven,  and 
was  on  every  side  extinguished." 

The  inscription  on  the  south  side  is  translated 
thus :  \ 

"  Charles  the  Second,  son  of  Charles  the  Martyr^ 
King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  a  most  grapious  prince,  commiserating 
the  deplorable  stqte  of  things,  whilst  the  ruins  were 
yet  smoaking,  proivided  for  the  comfort  of  his  citizens^ 
and  ornament  of  his  city^  remitted  their  taxes,  and 
referred  the  petition  of  the  magistrates  a^nd  inhabitants 
to  parliament ;  who  immediately  passed  an  act,  that 
public  works  should  be  restored  to  greater  beauty 
with  public  money,  to  be  raised  by  an  impost  on 
coals :  that. churches,  and  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul's, 
should  be  rebuilt  from  their  foundations  with  all 
magnificence ;  that  the  bridges,  gates,  and  prisons, 
should  be  new  made,  and  sewers  cleansed,  the  streets 
made  straight  and  regular;  such  as  were  steep, 
levelled,  and  those  too  narrow  to  be  made  wider; 
and  that  the  markets  and  shambles  should  be  re* 
moved  to  separate  pl3.ces.  They.  ^Isq  enacted,  that 
every  house  should  be  built  with  part^rwalls,  and  all 
in  front  raised  of  equal  height,  and  those,  walls  all  of 
6qu&red  stone  or  brick ;  and  that  no  map  should 
.  delay 
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deidy  buildidg  biftydild  the  ispace  of  seVfeti  yea«; 
Mor^over^,  care  ^aB  «aken,  by  law,  to  prevent  aU 
iui^td' about  th^ir  bbundsi  Afeo^  attriiversary  prayers 
trere  enjoined ;  and,  to  jperjietuate  the  meihory  hereof 
to  posterity,  they  caused  thid  columh  to  be  erected. 
The  Work  was  cdrHed  on  with  diligence,  and  London 
is  restored,  but  whether  with  greater  speed  or  beauty>^ 
may  be  made  a  question.  At  three  years^  time,  thet 
tf6tld  saw  that  finished,  which  Was  supposed  to  be 
the  business  of  an  age.'* 

The  itiseription  on  the  east  side  is  in  English j 
thus: 

**  Thiid  pillar  was  begun ^ 
Sir  Richard  Ford,  Knight,  being  lord  mayor  of  Lon* 

don,  in  the  year  16^1. 
Carried  on  in  the  mayoralties  of 
Sir  George  Waterman,  Knt.    j 
Sil*  Robert  Hanson,  Ent.        j 
Sir  William  Hooker,  Kut.       >  Idrd  mayors; 
Sir  Robert  Vitier,  Knt.  t 

Sir  Joseph  Sheldon,  Rnt.       j 

And  fihished, 
SirThomasDavies  being  lord  mayor,  in  the  year  1677.^* 
The  prevailing  Opinion*  of  the  citizens  of  London, 
and  of  the  generality  of  protestantS,  of  all  denomi- 
nations, after  this  terrible  devastation,  was,  that  it 
had  been  occasioned  by  the  contrivances  of  the  pa- 
pists; fdr  which  reason,  the  foUoiying  inscription  was 
engraved  r6uiid  the  pedestal. 

"This  pillar  was  set  up  in  perpetual  remembrance 
of  the  most  dreadful  burning  of  this  protestant  city^ 
begun  arid  carried  on  by  the  treachery  and  malice  of 
the  popish  faction,  in  the  begihning  of  September,  ia 
the  year  of  our  Lbrd,  1666,  in  ordier  to  the  Carrying 
on  thdr  horrid  plot  for  extirpating  the  protestant  reli- 
gion, and  old  English  liberty,  and  introducing  popery 
and  slavery.'' 

This 
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•ffiis  in^<*i^tiori  t^s  exj3unged-  irf  the  rfifte  of 
James  II.  but  was  restored  in  the  next  rei.sfrti 

The  coVniceofthe  pedestal  is  adorned  with  the 
lfang*s  aftfito;  tKef  sword,  mace,  cap  6f  maintfehancej' 
&cf.  enriched  with  trbphies ;  and  fit  each'  aftgld  are* 
winged  dragons,  the  supporters  of  the  city  arms. 

This  monument  is,  undoubtedW,  the'  noblest  mo^ 
dferh  colitmn-  ift  th^  world,  arid,  in^  sofrie  respects, 
Hiay  vie  with' the  most  cefe'bratedones' of  antiquity*, 
foneigl^ti  it  greatly  exceeds  the  pillars  of  the  Etri** 
peror^s  Trajan  and  Aritoninas,  the  stately  retriafhs  of 
kbman  gratideur,  as  well  as  that  of  Theodoslus,  at^ 
Gonstaiitinople;  fbr  the  lat^est  of  th6  Roman'  cb-^ 
l^irtins,  which  was  that  of  Antoninus,  was  only  one* 
htlridred^artd  seventy-two  feet  and  an  half  in'  heigh fj 
and  twelve  feet  three '  inches  in  diameter,  Ehiglfsh* 
measiife;  * 

At  the  sooth-west  comer  6i'  FeriChiirch-street, 
lAand^  the  parodiial  churcft  of- St.  Behnet,  Grassy- 
church;  so  called  from  its  dedication  to  St.  BeriedStit, 
6r  Behnet,  andlts  vicinity  t6  the  Gfass%iarket,  which' 
was  anciently  held  before  its  west  door.  It  is  a  rec-^-' 
tory^  the  patronage  of  which  appears^  to  have  re- 
mained in  the  Dfean  and  Chaptei-  of  St.  PaiaiV,  evei*^ 
since  the  year  1 19O. 

The  old  church  was-destroyed'by  the  fi're'of  Lonl^ 
d&ri ;  shice  which  it  has  been  rfebuilt,  and  'made  the* 
parochial  church  for  this  parish,  and  that  of  St. 
Leonard,  Eastcheap.  It  is  buik  principally  of  "sti^frieV 
and' is  a  regular,  convenient,  and  neat  edffice,  sixty 
feet  in  length,  thirty  feet  in  breadth,  and  thirty-tU^o* 
feet'in  height,  and  the  altitude  of  the  spire  is  one^ 
bundred  an^  forty-riinie  feeti  It  has  a^  handsome* 
biilustrade  at  the  top5  and  a' very  high  spire,  of' the* 
ofcelisk  kind,  thfe  baselof  which  is  supported  by 'four* 
I**tieoes.  The  inside  is  w^i^MK;Oted^and^lflndsome^y♦ 
pe>ved ;  the  pulpit  well  veneered,  carved,  and  adorned^ 
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with  cherubs,  &c.    Here  is  also  a  curious  foatQf  fine 
carved  work, 

^  The  church  of  St.  Leonard,  Eastcheap,  was  burnt 
down  in  1666,  and  never  rebuilt.  It  was  dedicated 
U)  Leonard,  a  French  saint,  and  Bishop  of  Limoges, 
and  was  some  time  named  St.  Leonard  Milk-church » 
fiY>m  William  Melker,  the  builder  thereof. 

The  patronage  of  this  rectory,  which  was  anciently, 
in  the  prior  and  convent  of  Canterbury,  is  at  present 
in  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  that  see ;  who,  since  its 
union  with  St.  Bennet,  Grasschurch,  present  alter- 
nately with  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St,  Paul's.  The 
site  of  it  is  now  only  a  burial  place  for  the  in- 
habitants of  this  parish.  It  is  one  of  the  thirte^en 
peculiars  belonging  to  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terburv. 

At  a  small  distance  from  the  bridge,  on  the  west 
sideof  this  ward,  froi^ting  the  Thames,  isFishmongers'- 
hall,  a  very  handsoine  buildings  erected  since  the 
destruction  of  the  old  hall,  by  the  great  fire,  and 
commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  river  and  the 
bridge. 

The  front  entrance  to  this  hall  is  from  Thames- 
ifttreet,  by  a  passage  that  leads  into  a  large  square 
court,  paved  with  flat  stones,  and  encompassed  by 
the  great  hall,  the  court-room  for  the  assistants,  and 
other  grand  apartments,  with  galleries.  These  are 
of  an  nandsoqae  construction,  and  are  supported ,  by 
Ionic  columns,  with  an  arcade.  The  back  front,  or 
that  next  the  Thames,  has  a  grand  double  flight  of 
atone  steps,  which  lead  to  the  first  apartments  frpm 
the  wharf.  The  door  is  adorned.with  Ionic  columns, 
and  these  support  an  open  pediment,  in  which  is  a 
shield,  with  the  arms  of  the  company.  The  win- 
dows are  ornamented  with  stone  cases,  and  the^ 
quoins  of  the  building  are  wrought  with  a  handsome 
rustic 

In 


mib^f^v  victuals :  as  may  be  codUoted  from  tliesorfg 
called  London  Liekpenny,  made  by  Lydgate  die 
poet,  ia  the  reigo  of  King  Henry  ¥•  who,  in  the 
persosi .  of  >a  cDuatrymaii,  qomiog  to*  London,  and 
iKalkin^  -fhrough  the  city,  s^ys^  ^^  In  Westch€ap 
I  MKBSiealied  on  to  buy  fine  Wn,  Paris  thread,  cotton, 
UadExl:&,  and  other  linen  clothes,  and  such  like,  (but 
oot  a. word  of.&ilk^.  JnCornhill  to^bviy  old  apparel 
and  faouskebold  s^Uxff.  In  Candlewrigl^rstreet,  the 
drapers  proferred  me  cheap  doth.  In  Eastcheap^ 
die  cooks  cried,  hot  ribs  of  beef  foasted,  pies  ^ well 
baked,  .and  other  victuals.  /There  was  dattering  of 
pots,  harp,  pipe,  and  sawtrie  ;  yea  by  codL,  nay  by 
cot^^ior  oliier  greater  oaths  were  spared.  Some 
sang  of  Jenkin  and  Julian,  &c.  all  .which  jaielody 
liked  the  passenger ;  .but  he  wanted  money  to  abid^ 
by  it,,  and  iiherefore  gat  him  into  a  Gravesepd  barge, 
and  i)ome  into  Kent.^^ 

.  Heoe  stood  the  Boar's  liead  Tavern,  immcurt^lizecl 
by  j£hakiespeace  as  tiie  scene  of  the  frolicsome  ex* 
ploitBofSir  John  Faistaff  and  the  Prince  :of  Wales, 
afterwards  Henry  V.  But  the  mirth  x>f  these  cele* 
brated  gdiests  was  not  always  confined  within  due 
limits ;  nor  was  the  heir  apparent  the  only  one  of 
t)ie  Uood*royal  who  indulged  in  such  excesses.  Hi$ 
brothers  John  and  Thomas  being  here  at  supper,  on 
St.  John's  eve,  in  the  year  1410,  rased  such  a  riot 
in  the  street,  between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  that  the  mayor  and  sheriff  were  called  i|p 
to  x}uell  it.  This  the  princes  took  as  an  insult  to 
tb^ir  dignity.  The  magistrates  were  summoned 
before  the  king  by  the  celebrated  Chief  Justice 
Gascoyne,  but  they  stood  x)n  their  defence  and  were 
boniourably  dismissed,  it  being  proved,  that  they  had 
(done  no  more  than  their,  duty,  for  die  maintenance 
ef  d^  peace. 

The 


The 'site  of  this* tavern  is  now  cov^fed  by  niodera 
buildingb,  but  the  meraory  of  k  is  preserved  by  a 
capvirig  of  ar  boarthtftd  ra  the  feont'of  One  of  the 
boQses;  andoQ]  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  is 
that  of  an&ibrnikid,  probabtj'the  sign  of  another  tavern. 
On  the  soifdindeof  £astcheap,  is  St.  Micbael's- 
jane,,  in  whioh Islsaiids  tb^* church  of  St  Michael, 
Crooked«Iane,-*-so  called  frcnii  its  dedication  to  St, 
Michael  theArchi^ngd,  ^and  its  situaticm  at  the 
corner  of  Crobked^ane. 

;  This :  church  is  of  ancient  foundation,  John  de 
Borham  appearing  to  have  been  sector  thereof  in  the 
year  1304,  at  vrhich  time  it  was  a  very  ordinary 
MEial!  building,  and  stood  amidst  lay-stalls  and 
aliaughter-grounds  .used  by  the  butchers  of  East« 
cheapo-market.  But,  in  1 366,  John  Loveken  or 
Loufken,  four  times  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  ob- 
tained a  grant  of  the  ground' where  the  lay-stalls 
Ivere,  and  built  a  handsome  and  capacious  church 
thereon.  This  church  received  considerable  addi-^ 
ttons  from  Sir  William  Wal worthy  lord  maycH-,  in 
the  year  IS/*,  and*  fonnerly  servant  to  Loveken. 
He  likewise  founded  a  college  for  a  master  and 
nine  priests ;  settled  his  own  new-built  house,  ad- 
joining to  the  church,  for  a  habitation  of  the  said 
master  and  cliaplains,  or  priests  for  ever,  and  was 
buried  in  the  north  chapel  by  the  choir. 
,.  This  church,  however,  being  entirely  destroyed 
by  the  great  conflagration  in  1 666^  the.  present  edi-* 
^ce  arose  in  its.  steady  It  is  a  plain  structure  built 
with  st6ne,  and  enlightened  by  a  series  of  large 
arched  windows.  The  Tower,  which  is  at  the  west 
end,  is  carried  square  to  a  considerable  height,  and 
the  uppeitnost  window  in  the  center  of  >each  face,  is 
ornamented ,  with  a  head,  and  handsome  festoons ; 
from  hence,  instead  of  a  balustrade,  .is  a  rai^  of 
.    .  open 


OI^  w<)rkoftheGpthfe.kii|Cli  withiv^ses  ^Xthe  cor- 
ners. .Fmm  \vitbin:  this  p^rt  the  tower  risea ctrcularj^ 
^iminisbing .  \t^  three  stages,  yi^jth:  an  open  buttr^ssc 
rising  from  fiach  .«(tfo/ar,  pfi  thes^u^rtj.tow  ta.tiw? 
top  of  tbq  first  stage^:  fipo^  thiB  buttress  ris^^a  larger 
dcroU,  wich  extends  to  th^  .top.  of;  tbe  .^eoQnd,  ^nd  a; 
i^aller  to  the  top  of  the  tbii:d.st?ge,  above ,whif:h 
rises  a  short  round  spire  of  a  peculiar  kind,  swelling 
out  at  the  bottom^  aind  then  rounding  off.  to  a  sm.all 
height,  where  it  is  terminated  by  a  .gilt  ball  9u4 
yane.  The  length  of  this  church,  i^  seventy-eight 
feet,  its  bres^dth  foity-si}^  feet,  height,  to  the  roof,; 
thirty-two  feet,  and  to  the  top  of  the  pinnacle,  one 
hundred  feet. 

The  patronage  was  anciently  in  the  prioi[  and  con-, 
vent  of  Canterbury,  in  whom  it  continued  till  the, 
year  1408;  since  which  time,,  it  has  been  in  the 
i^rchbishops,  and  is  one  of  the  thirteen  p^culiais  in 
the  ,city,  belonging  to  that  see. 

In  Clement's-lane,  at  the  western  extremity  of 
Easteheap,  stands  the  parish  church  of  St.  Clement, 
Eastcheap. 

:  This  church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Clenaent,  disci-% 
pie  of  St.  Peter,  the  Apostle,  who  was  ordained 
Bishop  of  Rome,  in  the  year  93;  and  it  received  the 
addition  of  £astcheap  from  its  situation,  and  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  other  churches  dedicated  to  the. 
s^me  saint.  The  date  of  its  foundation  is  lost ;  but 
William  de  Southlee  appears  to  have  been  rector  of 
it  prior  to  the  year  1309 ;  and,  before  the  suppression 
of  religious  houses,  it  was  in  the  gift  of  the  abbot 
^nd  convent  of  St.  Peter's,  Westminster.  But^in  the 
first  year  of  her  reign.  Queen  Mary  gave  the  advow- 
^n  thereof  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  whose  succes- 
sors have  continued  patroqs  of  it  from  that  time  to 

the  present 

The 


Tb^  old  diui^b  Wd6  Ikit^Dft  dIoWn  in  1666^  atfd  t1i» 
present  buHding  wiut  erected  ifn^  1686«  Iv  tea  n«iiiti^ 
fhoagh  plafin,  ^uCfeur^t  cf  the  CoifipoBiie  brdeiy 
faaving  a  dquam  femrer)  finished  with  at  battUstmd^ 
found  the  tbp.  The  lerigtb  df  thid>  cburcb  its  sixty^ 
ibur  feet,  iter  breadth  forty  feet,  the  height  of  the  roof 
thirty-four  feet,  and  that  of  the  tower  eighty-eight? 
feet*  It  is^a  rectory,  and^  the  living  WM  jconsider^ly' 
augmented  by  the  parish  of  St.  Martin  Orgar  being" 
annulled  to  it 

The  church  of  St.  Martin  Orgar  stood  on  the  easff 
side  of  St.  Martin Vlane,  near  Cannon-street,  and 
was  so  denominated  ffom  its  dedication  to  Sf.  Mar*^ 
tin,  and  from  Ordgarus,  who  was  supposed' to  be  the^ 
founder  of  it.  ft  was  also  a  rectory,  the  patrbnage 
of  which  was  granted  by  Ordgarus,  with  tbe'consenf 
of  his  wife  and  sons,  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
St.  PauFs,  about  the  year  1181^  in  whom  it  sttU 
remains ;  and  since  the  union  of  this  pariah  to  th^ 
of  St.  Clement,  they  present  ahemately  with  the 
Bishop  of  Londbn. 

The  remains  of  this  church  being  found  capable^ 
of  repair,  after  the  fire  in  1666,  a  body  of  French 
protestants,  in  communion  with  the  church  of  Eif g^' 
land,  obtained  a  lease  of  the  tower  and  ruinous  nave, 
from  the  Minister  and  churchwardens,  which  beings 
confirmed  by  parliament,  they  repaired  it,  and  c^h»- 
vcfrted  it  into  a  place  of  worship  for  their  own  use* 

Near  the  south  end  of  Abchurch*lane,  which  is 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Cannon-street,  stands  the^ 
priish  church  of  St.  Mary,  Abchurch  ;  so  called  from 
its^  dedication  to  the  Virgin  Mary ;  the  additiona( 
epithet  of  Ab,  op  Up-church  being  given  to  it. 

It  appears  that  a  church,  dedicated'  to  St.  Maty; 
has  stood  upon  this'spet from  very* early  times;  and' 
>ve  find,  that,  in  the  year  1448,  the  patronage  of  it 

was 
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was  in  the  prior  and  canons  of  St,  Mary  Overy 's ;  bift 
coming  to  the  crown,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, her  majesty  granted  the  perpetual  advowson  to 
Corpus  Christi  College,  in  Cambridge,  in  whom  it 
still  remains. 

The  old  church  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  Lon- 
don, soon  after  which  the  present  building  was 
erected.  It  is  built  of  brick,  strengthened  with  rustic 
quoins  of  stone  at  the  corners,  with  three  windows 
on  each  side ;  the  middle  window  rising  higher,  and 
taking  up  the  space  above,  while  the  others,  which 
are  smaller,  have  round  windows  over  them:  the 
window  and  door-cases  are  also  of  stone.  The  tower 
is  square,  the  corners  of  which  are  strengthened  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  body;  and  in  the  centre  of 
each  square  is  a  window,  ornamented  like  the  rest. 
From  the  tower  rises  a  dome,  on  the  summit  of  which 
stands  a  plain  spire,  supported  by  a  lantern  base.  The 
altar-piece,  which  is  very  curiously  carved,  is  deserv- 
ing of  notice.  The  length  of  the  church  is  sixty- 
three  feet,  its  breadth  sixty  feet,  the  height  of  the 
roof  fifty-one  feet,  and  that  of  the  steeple  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  feet. 

After  the  fire,  the  parish  of  St.  Lawrence  Pounte- 
ney  was  annexed  to  this  parish,  the  church  of  the 
former  not  being  rebuilt.  It  was  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  Lawrence  Pounteney-lane,  and  took  the  ad- 
dition of  Pounteney  fi'om  its  great  benefactor.  Sir 
John  Pounteney,  lord  mayor  in  uie  years  1312,  1330, 
1331,  and  1333,  who  founded  a  college  of  Jesus  and 
Corpus  Christi,  in  the  ancient  church,  for  a  master, 
warden,  thirteen  priests,  and  four  choristers;  which 
was  confirmed  by  Edward  III.  in  the  year  1 346. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  and  college  was  in  its 
own  chaplains,  until  the  dissolution  of  the  college,when 
it  came  to  the  crown ;  and  was  granted,  by  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, to  Edward  Dorening  and  Roger  Rant,  to  be 
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heid  of  her  and  her  saccessors,  as  an  appendage  of 
the  manor  pf  East  Greenwich,  paying  a  fee-^farm  rent 
of  four  pounds  six  shillings  and  nine  pence  a  year  to 
the  crown^  and  ten  pounds,  annually,  to  a  stipendi*- 
afy  priest,  serving  cure  there.  Soon  after  this,  the 
parishioners  purchased  the  grant,  for  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds,  by  which  means  they  obtained  the 
advowson,  which  has  continued  in  them  ever  since. 
The  site  of  the  old  church  is  now  used  a3  a  cemetery 
for  the  inhabitants  of  this  parish^ 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  JPallhrook  Ward. — Bounds. '^•Precincts. — Pnncipal 
Streets. — TheMansion-house. — Stock*  s-market. — St^ 
Stephen^  Wdllhrook.'-^'Wdllhrook'hotLse. — St.  Swithin. 
^^^LondourStone.'-^St.  Mary,  Bothaw^^Salters*  -halh 

This  ward  takes  it  name  from  a  street  in  it,  which 
runs  from  the  south*west  corner  of  the  mansion- 
house  towards  the  Thames.  The  name  of  this  street 
was  derived  from  a  rivulet,  which  took  its  rise  to  the 
north  of  Moorfields,  and  was  called  Wallbrook,  on 
account  of  its  entering  the  city  through  the  wall, 
between  Bishopsgate  and  Moorgat^.  After  many 
turnings  and  windings,  it  directed  its  course  down 
this  street,  and  emptied  itself  into  the  Thames,  to 
the  west  of  Dowgate.  Anciently,  this  stream  was 
open,  and  had  several  bridges  over,  which  were  kept 
in  repair  by  certain  religious  houses,  or  by  indivi- 
duals ;  but  it  has  been  long  arched,  and  built  upon, 
so  that  its  subterraneous  course  is,  at  this  time,  but 
very  little  known. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Langboum  and  Can- 
dlewick- street-wards;  on  the  north  by  Cheap- ward, 
on  the  west  by  Cordwainers'-ward,  and  on  the  south 
by  Dowgate^ward.  It  is  divided  into  seven  precincts, 
and  is  governed  by  an  alderman,  eight  common* 
council-men,  seven  constables,  thirteen  inquest* men, 
»id  a  beadle. 

The  principal  streets  and:  lanes  are,  Wailbrook, 
Bucklersbury^  Budge-row,  Dowgate-hill,  Cannon- 
street,  Bearbinder-lane,  St.  SwithinVlane,  and  the 
west  end  of  Lombard-street. 

The  most  distinguished  building  in  this  ward  is 
the  Mansion-house  of  the  lord  mayor,  a  building  of 

considerable 
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considerable  magnificence,  though^  from  its  confined 
and  low  situation,  it  has  an  appearance  of  heaviness, 
which,  on  an  elevated  spot,  in  an  area  proportionate 
to  its  magnitude,  it  would  be  free  from.  It  is  sub- 
stantially built  of  Portland-stone,  and  has  a  portico 
of  six  lofty  columns,  of  the  Corinthian  order,  in  the 
front,  the  pilasters  under  the  pediment,  and  on  each 
side,  being  of  the  same  order.  The  basement  story 
is  very  massy,  and  built  in  rustic.  In  the  centre  of 
this  story,  is  the  entrance  to  the  kitchen,  cellars,  and 
other  offices;  and  on  each  side  rises  a  flight  of  steps, 
of  very  considerable  extent,  leading  up  to  the  por- 
tico, in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  door  that  opens 
to  the  apartments  and  offices  where  business  is  trans* 
acted.  The  stone  balustrade  of  the  stairs  is  conti- 
nued  along  the.  front  of  the  portico,  and  the  columns, 
which  are  wrought  in  the  proportions  of  Palladio, 
support  a  large  angular  pedime&t,  adorned  with  a 
very  noble  piece  of  sculpture,  representing  the  dig- 
nity and  opulence  of  the  city  of  London  ;  finely  de- 
signed, and  well  executed  by  Mr.  Taylor. 

The  principal  figure  represents  the  genius  of  the 
city,  in  the  dress  of  the  goddess  Cybeie,  cloatfaed 
with  the  imperial  robe,  alluding  to.  her  being  the  ca^ 
pital  of  this  kingdom,  with  a  crown  of  turrets  on  her 
head ;  holding  the  praetorian  wand  in  her  right  hand, 
and  leaning  with  her  left  on  the  city  arms.  She  is 
placed  between  two  pillars,  or  columns,  to  express 
the  stability  of  her  condition ;  and  on  her  right  hand 
stands  a  naked  boy,  with  the  fasces  and  axe  in  one 
hand,  and  the  sword,  with  the  cap  of  hberty  upon  it^ 
in  the  other,  to  show,  that  authority  and  justice  are 
the  true  supports  of  liberty,  and  that,  while  the  for- 
mer are  exerted  with  vigour,  the  latter  will  continue 
in  a  state  of  youth.  At  her  feet  lies  a  figure,  repre- 
senting Faction,  as  it  were  in  agony,  with  snakes 
twining  round  his  head  ;  intimating,  that  the  exact 

government 
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govemment  of  this  city,  not  ofily  preserves  herself, 
but  retorts  just  punishment  on  such  as  envy  her 
happy  condition.  In  the  group,  farther  to  the  right, 
the  chief  figure  represents  an  ancient  river-god,  hiis 
head  crowned  with  flags  and  rushes,  his  beard  long, 
a  rudder  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  left  arm  leaning 
on  an  urn,  which  pours  forth  a  copious  stream ;  the 
swan,  at  his  feet,  shows  this  to  be  the  Thames:  the 
ship,  behind,  and  the  anchor  and  cable  below  him^ 
very  emphatically  express  the  mighty  tribute  of 
riches  paid  by  the  commerce  of  this  river  to  the  city 
to  which  it4>elongs.  On  the  left  hand  there  appears 
the  figure  of  a  beautiful  woman,  in  an  humble  pos- 
ture, presenting  an  ornament  of  pearls  with  one  hand, 
and  pouring  out  a  mixed  variety  of  riches  from  a  cor- 
nucopia, or  horn  of  plenty,  with  the  other;  signify- 
ing the  abundance  which  flows  from  the  union  of 
domestic  industry  and  foreign  trade.  Behind  her  is 
a  stork,  and  two  naked  boys,  playing  with  each  other, 
and  holding  the  neck  of  the  stork,  to  signify  that 
piety,  brotherly  love,  and  mutual  affection,  produce 
and  secure  that  vast  stock  of  wealth,  of  various  kinds, 
which  appears  near  them  in  bales,  bags,  and  hogs- 
heads; so  that  every  thing  in  this  piece  is  not  barely 
beautiful  and  ornamental,  but,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
structively expressive  of  the  happy  condition  of  that 
great  city,  for  the  residence  of  whose  chief  magistrate 
this  noble  building  was  erected. 

Beneath  this  portico  are  two  sei*ies  of  windows^ 
which  extend  along  the  whole  front;  and  abov^ 
these  is  an  attic  story  with  square  windows,  crowned 
with  a  balustrade.         '  ' 

.  The  building  is  much  deeper  than  it  is  wide  ;  it 
has  an  area  in  the  middle,  and  at  the.  farthest  end  ii^ 
an  Egyptian  hall,  which  is  the  length  of  the  front, 
very  lofty,  and  designed  for  public  enitertainments: 

Near  the  ends  at  each  side  is  a  window  of  extiiaord^- 

nary 
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nary  height,  placed  between  coupled  Corinthiaa 
pilasters,  and  extending  to  the  top  of  the  attic  story. 

The  inside  apartments  and  offices  are  exceeding 
noble,  and  elegantly  furnished.  On  the  west  side 
of  the  building  is  a  commodious  door  for  the  admit- 
tance of  private  company;  and  on  the  east  side  is  the 
e^itrance  to  the  Justice-room.  The  greatest  incon- 
venience which  attends  this  edifice  arises  from  its. 
being  so  crowded  with  houses,  especially  on  the 
sides,  that  the  rooms  are  dark ;  and  even  in  the  front 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  area  to  enlighten  the  build- 
ing. Notwithstanding  this  imperfection,  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  noble  structure,  and  well  calculated  fot 
the  discharge  of  that  business,  and  the  dignity  of  that 
magistrate  for  whom  it  was  erected. 

The  whole  expense  of  building  the  Mansion- 
.house  (including  the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  pounds,  paid  for  purchasing  houses  to  be 
pulled  down)  amounted  to  forty-two  thousand  six. 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds  eighteen  shillings, 
and  eight  pence. 

Stock's  Market,  on  the  site  of  which  the  Mansion- 
liouse  was  erected,  was  built  in  the  year  1282^  by 
Henry  Wallis,  the  mayor,  on  a  void  space  to  the 
north  of  St.  Mary,  Woolchurch,  where  formerly  had 
stood  a  pair  of  stocks  for  the  punishment  of  offenders ; 
and  the  rents  of  the  houses  were  appropriated  to  the 
maintenance  of  London-bridge.  This  place,  which 
was  appointed  to  be  a  market  for  fish  and  flesh » 
took  its  name  from  the  stocks,  and  in  the  year  13Q2<, 
it  was  ordained  that  none  should  sell  fish  ojr  flesh  out 
of  this  and  the  other  markets,  upon  pain  of  forfeit-r 
log  the  articles  exposed  to  sale  for  the  first  offence; 
mid  of  losing  their  freedom  for  the  second. 

In  this  market  stood  the  famous  equestrian  statue, 
set  up  in  honour  of  King  Charles  II.  by  Sir  Robert 
Yyoer^  lord  mayor  in  J  676.    His  lordship,  in  his 
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haste  to  exhibit  this  testimony  of  his  loyalty,  found  a 
statue  of  John  Sobieski,  King  of  Poland,  trampling 
on  a  Turk,  ready  cast  at  a  founders ;  and,  disregard- 
ing the  incongruity  of  the  costume,  he  christened  the 
Pole  by  the  name  of  Charles  II.  and  the  prostrate 
Turk,  by  that  of  Oliver  Cromwell ;  and  thus  new 
named,itarose  on  thisspot,in  honour  of  his  sovereign. 

At  a.  small  distance  from  the  south  end  of  the 
Mansion-house,  and  on  the  east  side  of  Wallbrook, 
stands  the  parish  church  of  St.  Stephen,  Wallbrook, 
which  owes  its  name  to  its  dedication  to  St.  Stephen, 
the  Protohairtyr,  and  its  situation.  It  appears  by 
ancient  records  that  a  church  dedicated  to  the  same 
patron,  was  situated  near  this  spot,  but  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  stream,  prior  to  the  year  1 1 35,  when 
it  was  given  to  the  monastery  of  St.  John  in  Colches- 
ter, by  Eudo,  Sewer  to  Henry  I.  How  long  the 
patronage  was  possessed  by  this  fraternity,  or  for 
what  consideration  they  parted  with  it  does  not  ap^ 
pear;  but  in  1428,  it  belonged  to  John  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford ;  in  which  year  Robert  Chichely,  Mayor,  gave  a 
plot  of  ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  water  course, 
two  hundred  and  eight  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
sixty-six  in  breadth,  to  the  parish  of  St  Stephen,  to 
build  a  new  church  thereon,  and  for  a  church-yard  : 
and  in  the  following  year  he  laid  the  first  stone  of  the 
building  for  himself,  and  the  second  for  William 
Stondon,  a  former  mayor,  deceased,  who  left  money 
for  the  purchase  of  the  ground,  and  towards  the 
charge  of  the  building ;  the  remainder  being  suppU- 
ed  by  Chichely. 

Robert  Whittington,  Draper,  afterwards  made  a 
knight  of  the  bath,  purchased  the  advowson  of  this 
rectory  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  1432.  From 
him  it  passed  into  the  family  of  Lee,  two  of  whom  of 
the  name  of  Richard,  supposed  to  be  father  and  son, 
the  former  being  a  knight  and  the  latter  an  esquire, 

served 
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served  the  office  of  mayor  in  1460  aad  1469.  The 
last  of  these  presented  to  it  in  1474^  after  which  he 
gave  it  to  the  Grocers'  Company,  in  whom  it  still 
remains. 

The  old  church  being  destroyed  by  the  fire  of 
London,  the  present  edifice  was  erected  in  its  stead, 
by  Sir  Christopher  Wren ;  arid  is  considered  by 
many  to  be  the  master-piece  of  that  great  architect : 
it  is  even  asserted  that  Italy  cannot  produce  any 
modern  structure  equal  to  this  in  taste,  proportion, 
elegance  and  beauty. 

It  is  a  noble  structure  of  stone,  but  its  external 
beauties  ari^  hid  from  the  sight  by  the  adjacent  build- 
ings, except  the  steeple,  which  is  square  to  a  consi- 
derable height,  and  is  then  surrounded  with  a  balus- 
irade^  within  which  rises  a  very  light  and  elegant 
tower  iix  twd  stages ;  the  first  adorned  with  Corin- 
thraxi^  and  the  second  with  Composite  columns; 
and^  cpvered  with    a  dome,  from  which  rises  a 

.  Th^  principal  beauties  of  this  church  are,  how- 
ever, within,;  where  the  dome,  which  is  spacious 
and  Boble,  is  ifinely  piroportioned  to  the  church,  and 
divided  into  siiiall  compartments  elegantly  decorated, 
and  crowned  with  a  lantern;  the  roof,  which  is 
also  divided  into  compartments,  is  supported  by 
very  noble  Corinthian  colurims,  raised  on  their 
pedestals.  It  has  three  aisles,  and  a  cross  aisle;  is 
seventy-five  feet  long,  thirty-six  feet  broad,  thirty- 
four  feet  high  to  the  roof,  and. fifty-eight  feet  to  the 
lantern.  On  the  sides  under  the  lower  roof  are 
circular  windows,  but  those  which  enlighten  the 
«pper  roof  are  small  arched  ones.  Over  the  altar,  at 
the  east  end,  is  a  large  beautiful  painting  of  the 
Stoning  of  St.  Stephen,  which  wais  presented  by  the 
JRev.  Dr.  Wilson,  and  put  up  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember,  1776:    The  painting  and  frame  together 

3  cost 
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Cos^  iiev«|]  hundred  guineas.  The  christemog  font 
is  of  fine  white  marble,  curiously  carver- 
After  the  fire  of  Loudon*  the  fiew  choroh  of  SlL 
l^tephen  was  made  the  parochial  chiu<*ch  of  this 
parish  and  that  of  St.  fieunet,  Sherehog,  in  Cheap 
ward,  the  church  of  which  was  not  rebuilt. 

Adjoining  to  the  cburch-yaid  of  St.  Stephen,  is 
Wallbrook-house,  the  cid  Maiasion-house  of  the 
family  of  PoUexfen,  which  sharing  the  conunon  £ftte 
of  the  general  confiagration  ia  1 666^  wens  rebuilt  in 
the  following  year  by  Sir  Henry  Pol lexfen,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Commoa  Pleas  in  tke  reign 
of  Charles  II.  It  stands  on  lofty  brick  arches,  of  ex^ 
quisite  worknuinship  and  great  antiquity  ;  and  may 
be  reasonably  supposed  to  stand  on  the. site  of  some 
religious  house  formerly  dedicated  to  St  Stepbetu 
It  is  an  elegant  hrifck  buildicig,  of  the  Corinthian 
<Nrder,  with  double  windows.  Nothing  of  the  an* 
cient  grandeur  of  the  house  n^mains  in  the  inside  but 
the  mouldings  and  a  beautiful  carved  stair-case. 

At  the  south-west  angle  of  St.  Swithin's-iane,  ftl 
Caiuion-streei:^  stands  the  parish  church  of  St« 
Swithin.  This  church  is  so  called  from  its  beiDg  4e^ 
dicated  to  jSt  Switfain,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
chancellor  to  King  Egbert,  who  died  in  the  yenr 
806^  By  ancii^Dt  records  it  appeans  that  there  was 
a  chxirGh  on  this  spot,  d^icated  to  the  same  saint^ 
before  the  year.  1351 ;  but  how  long  it  was  i^andin^ 
before  that  time  is  uncertain:  however,  the  old 
structure  was  destooyed  by  the  £re  of  London,  and 
the  present  edifice  erected  in  its  stead* 

This  is  a  plain,  solid  and  strong  building  of  stone^ 
sixty-one  feet  long,  and  forty-two  broad;  the  roof  is 
forty  feet,  and  the  steeple  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
high.  The  body  is  well  enlighteiied,  and  the 
windows  are  archied  and  well  proportioned. 
VOL.  II.  Err    .  The 
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The  patronage  of  this  church  appear^  to  have  been 
anciently  in  the  prior  and  convent  of  Tortington^ 
'  in  the  diocese  of  Chichester,  in  whom  it  continued 
till  the  dissolution  of  their  monastery ;  when  coming 
to  the  crown,  Henry  VIII.  in  the  year  1 540,  granted 
the  same,  together  with  a  stately  mansion,  on 
the  north  side  thereof,  where  Oxford- court  now 
stands,  to  John  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  soon  after  dis- 
posing of  the  same,  it  passed  through  several  hands, 
and  was,  at  length,  purchased  by  the  company  oiF 
Salters,  in  whom  the  patronage  still  remains* 

Against  the  south  wall  of  St.  Swithin's  church  is 
placed  the  famous  old  stone,  called  London-stone. 
This  stone  was  much  worn  away  before  the  fire  of 
London ;  but  it  is  now  cased  over  with  a  new  stone, 
cut  hollow,  so  that  the  old  one  may  be  seen. 

This  stone,  which  has  been  carefully  preserved  for 
many  ages,  is  of  great,  antiquity,  as  appears  from  its 
being  mentioned  by  the  same  name,  so  early  as  in* 
the  time  of  Ethelstan,  King  of  the  West  Saxons. 
It  formerly  stood  nearer  the  channel  c^posite  the 
same  place;  and,  being  fixed  upright  in  die  ground,  ^ 
was  so  well  fastened  with  bars  of  iron,  that  it  was 
perfectly  secured  from  receiving  any  damage  by 
carriages. 

The  antiquity  of  this  stone  cannot  be  traced;  but, 
from  the  most  reasonable  conjecture,  it  is  supposed 
to  be  of  Roman  origin ;  for,  as  the  ancient  Boman 
colony  extended,  from  the  river  Thames,  no  higher 
than  Cheapside,  and  Watlihg-street  was  the  princi- 
pal street,  or  Praetorian  way,  it  has  been  supposed, 
with  great  probability,  that  this  stone  was  the  centre, 
from  whence  they  measured  the  distances  to  their 
several  stations  throughout  England,  more  especially 
as  these  distances  coincide  very  exactly. 

Some  of  our  forefathers  were  of  opinion,  that  it'was 
f^t  up  in  signification  of  the  city's  devotion  towards 

Christy 
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Christ)  and  of  his  care  and  protection  of  the  city, 
under  the  type  of  a  stone,  .on  which  it  was  founded, 
and,  by  his  favour,  so  long  preserved.  This  is  the 
idea  which  prevails  in  these  lines  of  Fabian,  in  praise 
of  London : 

It  is  so  sure  a  stone  that  that  is  upon  sette. 

For  though  some  have  it  thrette 

With  Manases  grym  and  grette 

Yet  hurte  had  it  none : 

Chrjste  id  the  very  stone 

That  the  dtie  is  set  uppon^ 

Which  from  al  hys  foone 

Hath  ever  preserved  yt. 

Another  conjecture  is,  that  as  this  street  was  an- 
ciently the  principal  one  in  the  city,  as  Cheapside  is 
at  present,  London-stone  might  have  been  the  place 
where  public  proclaniations  and  notices  were  given 
to  the  citizens.  This  conjecture  has,  indeed,  some 
argument  to  support  it;  for,  in  the  year  1450,  when 
Jack  Cade,  the  Kentish  rebel,  came  through  South- 
wark  into  London,  he  marched  to  this  stone,  where 
was  a  great  concourse  of  people,  among  whom  was 
the  locd  mayor.  On  thia  stone  Jack  Cade  struck  his 
sword,  and  said,  *^  Now  is  Mortimer  lord  of  this 
city/' 

It  is  ali^  said,  that  this  stone  was  set  up  for  the 
tendering  and  making  of  payments  by  debtors  to 
their  creditors,  at  their  appointed  days,  till,  in  after- 
times,  they  were  usually  made  at  the  font,  in  St. 
Paul's  church,  or  the  Royal  Exchange. 

These,  however,  are  but  conjectures ;  nor  can  we 
say  more,  than  that  it  is  very  singular,  so  much  care 
should  have  been  taken  to  preserve  the  stone,  and 
so  little  to  preserve  the  history  of  its  origin. 

To  the  parish  of  St.  Swithin  is  annexed  that  of  St. 

Mary  Bothaw,  the  church  of  which  stood,  before  the 

fire  (9f  London,  on  the  east  side  of  Turn  wheel-lane, 

between  London-stone  and  Wallbrook-cprner,  near 

/;".     ./^  Dowgate- 
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Dowgate-hiH.  This  church  took  its  a^itions^fmixia 
from  its  vicinity  to  a  boet-hafw,  or  bQat-builder^s^- 
yard,  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  was  of  great  anti- 
quity;  for,  in  the  year  ir67,  Wibert,  the  prior,  and 
the  convent  of  Christ-church,  in  CanterbuFy,  granted 
certain  lands  and  houses,,  on  the  north  side  of  it,  to 
one  Ernis,  and  his  heirs,  in  consideratioD  q£  an  an^ 
nual  payment  of  ten  shillings  in  money,  a  towel,  of 
the  value  of  eight  pence,,  two  pitchers,^  at  six  pieces 
of  money,  and  a  salt-seller  aJt  four;  which  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  prior^s  steward,  far  the  use  of  his 
house. 

The  patronage  of  dus  rectoiy,  which  is  one  of  the 
diirteen  peculiars  of  the  see  of  Canterfaury,  was  ie-» 
tallied  by  the  convent  of  Chrisl-^diureh,  until  their 
suppression,  when  it  caime  to  the  Dean  aad  Chapter 
of  that  see,  in  whom  it  haa  ever  since  reaiaihed;  and 
they  present  alternately  witii  the  Setters'  campany. 

Behind  St  Swithin^s  church  is  Sakers^ohaii,  the 
chief  entrance  of  whic^  is  out  of  SwitfekiVfame*  It 
is  a  plain  brick  buildii!^,  a  part  of  which  is  let  out 
for  a  place  of  woiship,  to  a  con^egation  of  Presby« 
tedans. 

In  this  hall  are  portraits  of  several  of  the  kings  of 
England,  and  a  mnaikidble  fine  one  of  S^  Chriato- 
j*er  Wien,  as  large  as  life. 


CHAP.  XV. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Of  DotugaieWurd*'^''Baunds.^'^Precin€ts. — Extent. — 
.Primoipal  Stresis, — J&bsate. — Cold  Hathour^'^^All^ 
ballatus  th^  Great. --^jiukallt^ws,  th^ Less. ^^'Tke  Steel- 
ydtd, — Joiuers' Halln — hmholders^  HalL-^Dyers*  HalL 
'^-Skinners'  HalL— Tallow 'Ohandltrs'  HalL — Plumh^ 
ers*  HalL — Roman  Antiquities. — Merchant  Taylors* 
School. 

DowGATE-WARiy  received  its  name  from  an  an- 
cient gate,  in  the  original  wall  that  rim  along  th6 
north  side  of  the  Thames^  which  was  ealled  the 
Dowr,  or  Water-gate,-  and  was  situated  on  the  spot 
where  the  Roman  trajeetus,  or  feny,  passed. 

This  ward  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Candlewick 
and  Bridge  wards,  on  the  north  by  Wallbrook-ward, 
on  the  west  by  Vrntry-ward,  and  on  the  south  by  the 
river  Thames.  It  is  divided  into -eight  precincts,  and 
IS  under  the  government  of  one  alderman^  ^ight 
common-eouncH-men,  eight  constables,  fifteen  in- 
quest men,  and  a  beadle. 

It  extends  from  MartinVlane,  in  the  east,  to 
Qbak-lane,  in  the  west,  and  from  Caniion-street,  ia 
the  north,  to  the  ^Fhames,  in  the  south,  nearly  in  the 
form  of  a  square  J  within  which  tract  are  ^jontafoedE, 
Dowgate-hill  and  dock,  th^  Steel-yard,  St.  Lawrence 
Pbunteney-hHt,  Duxford,  now  Duck  Vfoot- lane,  Suf- 
jblffc-kme.  Bush-fane,  Chequer-yard,  and  Cloak-lane. 

At  the  eastern  extremity  of  this  ward,  on  the  river- 
side, is  Old  Swan-lane  and  Stairs^,  the  ancient  Eb- 
gate. 

West  from  this  is  CcAd  Harbour,  a  narrow  lane,^ 
consisting  principally  of  warehouses^  but  formerly 
the  site  of  a  magnificent  mansion,  of  which  mention 
ismade  so  early  as  tbfe  ISthof  Edw^Brdll.  when  it  was 

let 
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let  by  the  name  of  the  Cold  Harbrough  (or  Inn),  in 
the  parish  of  All  Saints,  ad  fabnum.  This  afterwards 
became  the  property  of  Sir  Jobii  Pounteney,  and  took 
the  name  of  Pounteney's-inn,  and  was  by  him  sold  to 
Humphrey  Bohun,  Earl  of  Hereford  and  Essex;  In 
1397 i  John  Holland,  Duke  of  Exeter,  and  Earl  of 
Huntingdon,  lodged  here,  and  g^ve  a  sumptuous 
entertainment  in  it,  to  his  brother-in-law.  King 
Richard  II.  Passing  through  various  hands,  it  be- 
came the  residence  of  Cuthbert  Tonstal,  Bishop  of 
Durham,  when  Henry  VI 11.  took  Durham-house, 
near  Charing-cross,  into  his  own  bands.  The  bishop 
enjoyed  this  house  until  the  year  1553,  when,  being 
deposed  from  his  bishopric,  it  was  also  taken  from 
him,  and  given  by  Edward  VL  a  few  days  before  bis 
death,  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  who  changed  its 
name  to  Shrewsbury-house.  At  the  bottom  of  this 
lane,  fronting  the  Thames,  was  sittlated  Watermans''- 
hall,  which  is  now  removed  to  St.  Mary's  hill,  in 
Billingsgate-ward. 

Proceeding  westward,  at  the  north-east  comer  of 
AUhallows-lane,  stands  the  parochial  church  of  All- 
hallows  the  Great. 

This  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  AH  Saints,  was 
originally  called  Allhallows  ad  Foenum,  in  the  Ropery, 
from  its  vicinity  to  a  hay-wharf,  and  its  situation 
among  ropemakers;  and  Allhallows  the  More,  to 
distinguish  it  from  another  church,  which  stood  a 
little  to  the  east  of  it,  and  was  called  Allhallows  the 
Less;  but  being  both  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  1666, 
the  latter  was  not  rebuilt,  and  the  two  parishes  were 
united. 

The  church  of  Allhallows  the  Great  was  founded 
by  the  noble  family  of  the  Despencers,who  presented 
to  it  in  the  year  1361 ;  from  whom  it  passed  to  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  and  Salisbury,  and  at  la$t  to  the 
crown.     In  1 646,  Henry  VIII.  cave  this  church  to 

S  Thomas 
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Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  whose^  suc-^ 
cessors  it  has  contin«ed  to  the  present  time.  It  is  a 
rectory,  f»nd  one  of  the  thirteen  peculiars,  in  London, 
belonging  to  the  see  of  Canterbury.  The  present 
edifice  was  finished  in  1683.  It  was  planned  by  Sir 
Christopher  Wren,  but  not  executed  with  the  same 
accuracy  that  was  designed.  It  is  eighty-seven  feet 
long,  sixty  feet  broad,  and  thirty-three  feet  high,  to^ 
the  roof,  built  of  stone,  strong  and  solid.  The  walls 
are  plain  and  massy,  the  ornaments  few  and  simple, 
aiid  the  windows  very  large.  The  tower  is  plain, 
square,  and  divided  into  five  stages,  terminating 
square  and  plain,  without  spire,  turret,  or  pinnacle.- 
The  cornice  is  supported  by  scrolls,  and  over  these 
rises  a  balustrade,  of  solid  construction,  suitable  to 
the  rest  of  the  building. 

.  AUhallows  the  Less,  which  was  also  called  AUhal- 
lows  on  the  Cellars,  or,  super  Cellarium,  because  it 
stood  above  vaults,  let  out  for  cellars,  was  also  a  rec- 
tory, the  advowson  of  which  was  in  the  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  until  the  college  of  St.  Lawrence  Pounte- 
uey  was  founded,  when  Sir  John  Pounteney  purchased 
it,  and  rebuilt  the  church,  which  he  appropriated  to 
his  college ;  by  which  means  it  became  a  donative, 
or  curacy. 

At  the  general  suppression  of  religious  houses,  by 
Henry  VIlL  this  church  came  to  the  crown,  and  in 
the  year  1577,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  it  to  Wil- 
liam Verle,  for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years.  In  the 
second  year  of  his  reign,  her  successor,  James  L  sold 
it  to  Richard  Blake,  and  others,  and  their  heirs  or 
assigns,  in  free  soccage,  for  ever;  since  which  time 
it  has  remained  in  private  hands. 
'  At  a  short  distance  from  AUhallows  church  is  the 
Steel-yard,  the  wharf  originally  allotted  to  the  An- 
seatic  merchants,  for  landing  and  storing  up  their 
goods.    This  was  the  great  repository  of  the  wheat- 

and 
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and  other  grain  »tbe  tsahks,  masts,  lar,  kexap^  flax, 
linen  clotti^  wblk^  sleel,  and  other  mercbandise,  kn* 
ported  by  the  £asteilings;  end  cm  fDbis^tpot  atood  tha 
I  GuUdhalda  TeutonicorMta,  or  Givldhaliof  the  Ga* 

'  Hftan&.    Tbey  called  ^  Ss^e-hofi;  or.  House  of  Ge^ 

I  Beral  TneKk;  from  tlw  coiBFtraction  of  which  natnet 

I  to  Stael4ioff,  our  aippellation.,  Steel-yand  is  dernred* 

and  not  from  the^teusl  landed  here,  which  was  but  a 
siodgk  aiticte  Of  their  very  extenaive  eomoierce.  The 
importance  of  their  tcade  was  suoh  as  to  pocura 
them  great  prifileged ;  amcmg  othera,  the  being  free 
from  all  subsidies  to  die  kaag,  and  also  of  havtog  as 
alderman  of  London  to  be  di«ir  jtidge  in  caaeof  dis« 
putes. 

Bat  as  the  ineatimable  advantages  of t^omtnerce  fae^^ 
came  better  understood,  the  impoliicy  of  safiferjnl^ 
foreigners  to 'Command  our  aiarkets,  was  too  striking 
to  be  overlookied;  laod,  on  the  one  baiid^  the  privi- 
leges  enjoyed  by  these  people,  were  gradually 
abridged,  while,  on  the  otheri^  •every ,  facility  was 
given  to  the  formation  trf*  con»Hercial  societies  of 
natives,  by  which  means  the  profits  of  thdr  tcade  were, 
in  time,  diverted  it^to  English  hafkb,  and,  tonse- 
quently,  Englishmen  became  the  holders  of  the  -ppo- 
visions  and  naval  stores,  which  had  compelled  our 
dep^idance  upon  them.  At  length.,  in  1597,  their 
house  was  finally  shut  up,  and  its  inhabitants  ex- 
pelled the  kingdom. 

The  Steel-yurd  is  now  the  great  repository  of  the 
imported  bar-iron,  which  supplies  bur  metropolis 
with  that  necessary  article;  and  the  yards  and  ware- 
houses are  filled  with  an  immense  quantity  of  it* 

Nearly  at  the  western  extremity  of  this  ward,  in  a 
lane,  formerly  called  FriarsMane,  but  now  Joimets*- 
hall^butldings,  is  the  hall  of  the  Joiners'  cotnpaoy. 

This  building  is  remarkable  fora  tnagnificentiskn^eQ 
at  the  eittrance  in^to  the  hall-room,  having  demi* 

savagesy 
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savages^  and  a  variety  of  other  enrichments,  curiously 
carved  in  wainscot.  The  great  parlour  is  beautifully 
pannelled  with  cedar. 

On  the  north  side  of  Thames-street,  a  little  east 
from  Joiners'-hall-buildings,  is  Great  Elbow-lane,  in 
which  is  a  very  handsome  and  convenient  hall,  be- 
longing to  the  company  of  Innholders. 

At  a  small  distance  from  this  hall,  in  Little  Elbow-* 
lane,  is  another  neat  building,  used  as  a  hall  by  the 
Pyers'  company.  Their  hall,  which  was  formerly  si- 
tpated  near  Old  Swan-lane,  in  Thames-street,  being 
destroyed  by  the  conflagration  iii  1666,  and  a  number 
of  warehouses  erected  in  its  place,  the  company  have 
converted  this  house  into  a  hall  to  transact  their  af« 
&ire  in. 

On  the  west  side  of  Dowgate-hill  is  Skinners'-hall, 
a  very  handsome  edifice,  built  with  bricks  of  differ- 
ent colours:  the  hall-room  is  elegandy  wainscoted 
with  oak)  and  the  great  parlour  is  pannelled  with 
cedar.  The  entrance  to  this  building  is  through  an 
arched  door-way,  in  a  modern  stone-fronted  building, 
in  which  are  the  oiSSces  for  the  clerk  and  other  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  company.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century,  the  East  India  Company  had  the 
use  of  this  hall,  for  which  they  paid  the  company 
thre^  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

At  a  small  distance  from  this  hall,  but  further  to 
the  north,  stands  Tallow-chandlers'-hall,  a  very  hand- 
some and  spacious  building,  adorned  with  friezes, 
forn^ed  with  columns  and  arches'  of  the  Tuscan 
order. 

Opposite  to  Skinners'-hall  is  Chequer-yard,  which 
runs  into  Bush-lane.  It  is  principally  occupied  with 
warehouses  and  stables ;  and  at  the  north-east  angle 
is  Plumbers'-hall,  a  small  but  convenient  building. 

In  digging  foundations  for  the  houses  in  ScottV 
yard.  Bush-lane,  after  the  fire  in  1666,  a  tesselated 
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MVemeii^,  hfja  ftre  tymiiris  b^k  Targe  Tiafl,  *v«fe  -diip: 
66Verc^d  a't  die  fle^th  df  twetity  fea :  'thfe  formtfr  V*d 
believed  to  hiave  been  the  pavttnefnt  t)f  tlf6  fedttfittt 
^oVernort$"palace,  and  ihfe  'haH  a  court  of  jtfstrcey 
feuppoSed  td  haVe  been  destroyed  in  the  greaH;  ^(^^ 
IlagT&'tioti  made  by'Qiiieeh  ft6adifcda.  The«e  build- 
ings seemed  tO  havie  b^efn  sittotfed  cl6sfe  totbife  river, 
atid  nekr'thetrajectiis/drfefriy  ;toir'tvitbouttte  sonth 
WWl  i\efe*four  hoksin  the  ground,  ftiH 'tff>prb6fl  coafcs, 
which  YnigKt  be  the  'remfeiinfe  of  th6  'pile^  ftiathdi 
been  placed  fliere  f6r%e  ^tipt)drt  of  the  dty  ,t«^ati. 

From  feu^h-lane  tfhe^e  is  a  passa^fe  irit6  Soffdlk- 
liane,  on  the  eiast  ^ide  of  Which  stands  Mertrbaht 
Taylofs'  School. 

This  school  was  founded  by  the  company  cff  MeH 
ichant  Taylors,  in  the  year  1651,  fOr  the  education  of 
boys.  It  was  'anciently  kept  in  a  house,  Which  be- 
loriged  to  the  Duke  of  jBdckingham,  ^nd  wto  cSalled 
the  JVlahor  of  'the  Rose;  bdt  that  edifice  bdirig  de- 
stroyed by  the -fire  in  1 666,  the  pr^etlt  structure  wai 
Greeted  upon  the  saiiie  'spot,  at  the  eixfpetrse  of  tbfe 
Merchant  Taylcfrs'  company. 

The  school  Is  a  long  and  spacious  Ibtiilding,  isup- 
ported  on  the  east  by  stone  pillars,  forming  ati  hand- 
itome  cloister,  'Within  which  are  apartments  fot^hfe 
three  ushers.  Adjoining  to  this  is  Si  library,  supl 
ported  also  by  stone  pillars,  and  well  furnished  \vith 
classic  and  dther  books,  fdr  the  use  of  the  school; 
and  on  the. south  of  the  library  is  the  chapel.  'Corr- 
tiguous  to  theSe'is  a  lirgehotise  appropriated 'to 'thfc 
use  of  the  head  master. 

The*  school  consists  of  eight  forms,  inivhich  near 
ihVfee  ^hundred  ^O)^  'have  their  education ;  an  hifir- 
dffed  of  wbom,  accbridin'g  to  the  constitutions  of  thb 
fduhdatibh,  are  taiiffht  gratis;  an  hundred  inore  fit 
'five  shillings,  and  fifty  dt  ttvo'shillings  andisixpetice 
per  quarter.  - 

The 
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jff^la^  ly^icti  r^^wler*  Ifti^  f^^s^^y  very  wft^i^er^bi^. 
T h?  fiFt  ijshk^  I:^  thir^j^  Rft^jpd%  j^r  aunu,m,  a^^d  the 

Thomas  White,  chiefly  if^  ^heir  ufe;  i^^ftc^  tj^^^y  J^ajVP 
forty-six  fellowships  in  it. 

For  the  better*  inquiry  into  the  proficiency  of  the 
scholars,  there  are  four  probations  in  the  year,  per- 
foimed  only  by  the  master  and  ushers;  the  first  on 
the  11  th  of  March,  the  second  on  the  15th  of  June, 
the  third  on  the  1 1  th  of  September,  and  the  fourth 
on  the  1 1th  of  December,  not  being  Sundays,  and 
then  upon  the  next  day  following. 

For  the  farther  satisfaction  of  the  master,  wardens, 
and  court  of  assistants,  of  the  Merchant  Taylors,  the 
probations  themselves  undergo  an  examination  twice 
every  year,  by  two  judicious  men,  well  learned  in 
Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  appointed  by  the  master 
rtnd  wardens  of  the  company.  Upon  these  days, 
which  are  between  the  1 1th  and  91st  of  March  and 
September,  the  master  and  wardens,  or  at  least  two 
of  them,  are  present.  The  examination,  which  is 
performed  in  the  chapel,  begins  at  six  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  ends  at  eleven.  These  are  called  the  Doc- 
tors' days.  After  the  examination  is  tinish*^?d,  the 
audience,  which  are  generally  numerous,  return  into 
the  school,  where  public  exercises  are  performed  by 
the  eight  senior  scholars,  or  monitors  of  the  school. 

There  is  also  another  public  examination  of  the 
scholars  of  the  upper  form,  by  the  president  and  fel- 
lows of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  annually,  per- 
formed upon  the  Uth  of  June,  previous  to  the  elec- 
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tion  of  scholars  to  be  made  upon  that  day,  to  fill  up 
the  vacant  fellowships  in  that  college.  And  after 
the  public  exercises  are  finished,  the  dean  of  the  col- 
lege addresses  himself  to  the  scholars,  out  of  whose 
number  the  vacancy  is  to  be  filled  up,  in  a  Latin 
speech  suited  to  the  occasion.  At  this  time  an  ac- 
count is  usually  printed,  containing  the 'names  and 
order  of  the  head  scholars,  their  birth,  admission,  and 
continuance  in  the  head  form ;  and  also  an  account 
pf  the  subjects  of  the  orations, 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

0/Viniry  Ward. — Bounds. --^Precincts. '^Principal  Streets^ 
-^Queett'Streei , — Vtntners*  Hall. — St*  James,  Garlick-* 
hm. — St.  Michael  RoyaL — fVhittington^s  College.*'^ 
Tower  Royal. — Queen^s  IVardrobe.'^St.  Martin  Vintry* 
-^^Cutler4*  Hulli'^St.  Thomas  Apostles, 

The  name^of  this  ward  is  derived  from  the  Vintry, 
a  part  of  the  bank  of  the  river  'Hiames,^  where  the 
merchants  of  Bourdeaux  landed  their  wines,  which 
they  were  obhged  to  sell  within  forty  days  after  land* 
ing,  until  the  28th  of  Edward  1.  when  they  were 
permitted  to  store  them  in  cellars  and  vaults.  Thiy 
spot  was  at  the  south  end  of  Three  Cranes'-lane,  sO 
called  from  the  cranes  with  which  the  wine  was 
landed ;  and  at  the  north-east  corner  of  this  lane  in 
Thames-street,  opposite  to  College-hill,  anciently 
stood  a  spacious  and  stately  edifice,  called  theVintry, 
from  the  stowing  of  wine  there.  In  this  magnificent 
fabric,  Henry  Picard,  who  had  been  lord  mayor  in, 
13^6,  entertained  the  kings  of  England,  Scotland, 
France,  and  Cyprus,  with  a  sumptuous  banquet,  in 
the  year  1363 ;  as  noticed  in  vol  1.  p.  241. 

This  ward  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Wallbropk  ^ 
and  Dowgate  wards ;  on  the  north  by  Cordwainers- 
ward;  on  the  west  by  Queenhi the- ward ;  and  on  the 
south  by  the  river  Thames.  It  is  divided  into  nine 
precincts,  and  is  governed  by  an  alderman,  nine 
xommon-council-men,  nine  constables,  thirteen  io** 
quest-men,  and  a  beadle. 

The  principal  streets  in  it  are,  part  of  Thames^ 
itreet,  from  Little  Elbow-lane,  in  the  east,  to  Towns- 
end  lane,  in  the  west,  part  of  Queen-street,  Great  St, 
Thomas  Apostles,  Garlick-hiH,  and  CoUege-hili. » 

Q«eea* 


Queen-street  is  a  large  street,  and  well  inhabifed, 
but  only  the  lower  part  of  it  is  in  this  ward.  At  the 
south  extremity  of  tbi»  sti^et  is  fhe  flight  of  steps, 
or  landing-place,  where  the  lord  mayor  takes  water, 
when,  he  goes  to  Westminster  to  ife  swoqi  i^ita  hif 
C>^ce,  before  th^  Barons  of  the  Bxche^uei:* 
'.  Betweeq  this  street  and  ^ncho^l^n^  st^nid^  Yvpt- 
Daxs'-hsm,  ^  bandsoQ^  tiutt4ii^>  \H  Thaai?Sr^«t»  on 
the  spot  where  once  stood .  the  bouse  of  Sir  Jehn 
Stody ,  lord  mayor,  in  1 3579  who  gave  it  to  the  com<^ 
miy*  1%  ^i|9  ^^n  calledi  the  Manix  of  tbe^  V  iotry. 
Xhe  prevent  builcUqg  incW^  a,  squnre  eouit,  with  » 
birge  hwdfiofn^  iion  g%te  in  the  frMi,  next  Aie  atieet, 
liung  upw  f^olyows  wreathed  with  gn^p^  and  les^Te«» 
fpd  a .  Buechus  upon  three  tons  ob  each  jnllar.  ' 
.  The  hdl  i«  ^deroed  with  a  beautiful  aeicen,  e^ 
Ae.ti^  of  whieb  ^m  placed  the  pubbe  pageao^ 
Qm  one  eide  i»  s^  geiod  buat  ef  St  Martin  (tbe  tutebiy 
mint  of  the  eompany),  sund  on  the  other  the  Beggan 
A  fiM  old  painting  of  St.  Mapfin  apd  the  Boggaf^ 
btought  from  Ita^,  i$  Ukewiae  in  the  ball,  a|id  sui  oM 
autt-dial^  in  painted  ^a^»  motlo^  Bum  ^fietOas^ 

.  In  the  couft-troofn  are  five  large  pwtraita  of 
jChadep  11,  James  II.  and  bis  queen ;  Oeoige,  Priuce 
of  Denmark,  and  Sir  Thomaa  KawlinsoB,  Ifivdl 
DfiaTor  in  1706 ;  and  a  good  painting  of  St.  Maitia 
-and  the  Beggar.  Here  is  alw  preserved  a  moat 
curious  piece  of  old  tapestry,  in  two  compartipante ; 
%ti  the  one  is  represented  St.  Martin  dividing  hie 
doak  with  the  beggar ;  and,  in  the  other,  the  sana^ 
*aaint  is  officiating  at  the  high  altar  as  tbe  Bishop  of 
Tours.     The  date  of  this  piece  is  1466, 

Behind  the  hall  ia  a  garden,  with  a  passage  tp  the 
-Thames  ; 

At  the  southeast  corner  of  Qarlickrhill  stands  tha.. 
parochial  chuKh  df  §t.  Jamea,,  Qarliek:-hiih    Tttt9 

Qhurch 


(^rtffch  li^  so'tall^  ftotti  to  HedicMibn  to  «te  «bove 
saiht,  ^ird  ite  vidmty  ib  b  i^tlick  toftfkeft^  wlrioh*w« 
WifcfeiilflJ^  hdW  Iti  flie  ^iBigWbdufhoed,  and  calted 
Gai^idfe  Hythe, 'ftdto beinga  wharf^oti the ^b^nk ofth^ 
fh/er.  It  fe  a  tectotyt,  th6  pafft?oi>age  t)f  wliidi  apu 
pfeaife'to  iiavfe  been  iti  Vhfe  eWb^  «a4  convent  ttf 
Weisthiirrrtfer,  till  ttre  i^ttppreissidti  of  *heir  momr^efirjrj 
t^^eto  corning 'to  fhfetirowrh,  Qu*€!tt  Mary,  mi  «4# 
\ear  1 553,  granted  the  same  to  the  Bishop  of  Lbtt* 
aoh  Mid  his  strccessort;,  in  ifviioiti  ^t  stiU  -iremains. 
The  easiest  mention  6f  this  cfhortjh  is,  that  it  was  t^ 
Imilt  %  Kichard  de  RoHhing,  sheriff  in  1 39b\ 
•  The  'old  chitrdi  being  desft»oyed  by  the  fire  4^ 
liOhdon,  'the  present  edifice  was  begatt  tenyeafra 
ftftfer,  and  thdroug^hly  ootnpleted  in  16S3.  It  is  buih 
bf  i3tone,  sfevferity-five  feet  long,  fot»ty-flve  feet  broad^ 
^nd  forty  feet  high  to  *he  roof:  :the  altitude  of  th# 
Steeple  IS  ninety-eight  feet.  The  tower  k  dividisd 
idto  thtefe  stages,  iti  the  lowest  of  Hvhich  is  a  veiy 
iiFegant  door  with  cDupled  coltrmns  of  the  Corintbiaft 
fftd^.  In  the  second  is  a  large  wirtdow,  ^yrer 
•vrtiich  fe  another  of  a  circular  form  ^ot  opeitied-  III 
the  third  stdry  iis  a  window  larger  than  the  fofnaer; 
iahd'the  cornice  above 'this  supports  a  range  of  c^en 
WoA  in  the  .platee  of  baittiemerits,  on  a  balustrade. 
lAbovfe  this  is  the  tiirpet,  which  is  cotnposied  6{  fo» 
^tiges,  anti  decortted  with  columns,  scrolls  and  oiv 
itaihents.  5Pram  ^he  'body  of  the  church  prcgectB  « 
Vfety  handsOihe  dial ;  oti  the  top  df  whidh  is  a  statue 
"of  St.  James,  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated. 

On  the  eai^t  side  of  College-hill  is  the  parish 
lihitrch  6f  St.  Michaiel,  floyal,  so  denomindtied  from 
its  dedication  to  St.  Michael,  and  ite -vicinity  tothfe 
iToWefr  Hoyul.  It  Is'a  rectory,  the  patronage  of  which 
appears  to  'have  been  in  the  prior  "and  cations  of  Cstf^- 
'ttt-buryas  early  as  the  year  1SS5,  when  Hugh  de 
^Derby  was  collated  hereto. 

The 
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The  church  was  rebuilt,  and,  by  licence  fiqnt 
Henry  IV*  in  the  year  1410,  made  a  college  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  St.  Mary,  by  Su:  Ric^rd  Whitting- 
ton,  four  times  mayor,  for  a  master,  four  fellows, 
clerks,  choristers,  &c«  contiguous  to  which  was 
erected  an  alms-house,  denominated  God's  house, 
f>r  hospital,  for  the  accommodation  of  thirteen  per« 
sons,  one  of  whom  to  be  chief,  with  the  appellation 
of  tutor. 

.  To  encourage  do  laudable  an  undertaking,  the 
lord  mayor  and  commonalty  of  London,  in  the  year 
1411,  granted  a  spot  of  ground  whereon  to  erect  the 
intended  college  and  hospital.  But  Sir  Richard 
dying  before  the  accomplishment  of  the  woik,  it  was 
soon  after  finished  by  his  executjOTs;  who  made  laws 
\  f^v  the  good   government  thereof,  by  which,  the 

master  of  the  college  (besides  the  accustomed  rights 
and  profits  of  the  church)  was  to  have  an  annual 
salary  of  ten  marks;  the  chaplains  eleven  marks- 
each  ;  the  first  clerk  eight  marks;  the  second  seven 
and  a  half;  the  choristers,  each  five  marks  a-year; 
the  tutor  of  the  alms-house  sixteen-pence  a  week ; 
and  each  of  the  brethren,  fourteen-pence. 

The  extensive  charity  and  numerous  acts  of 
benevolence  of  this  worthy  citizen,  could  not,  how- 
ever, secure  an  undisturbed  repose  to  his  ashes ;  fors 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  the  incumbent  of  the 
parish,  a  wicked  and  rapacious  priest,  imagining  that 
Whittington's  beautiful  monument  was  a  repository 
of  something  more  valuable  than  his  terrestrial  re- 
mains, caused  it  to  be  broken  open;  but.being  disap^ 
pointed  of  his  expected  prey,  robbed  the  body  of  its 
leaden  covering,  and  re-committed  it  to  the  tomb* 
In  the  following  reign  the  body  was  again  disintered, 
and  inclosed  in  lead,  and  for  the  third  time  deposited 
in  its  sepulchre,  whwe  it  remained  unmolested  till 

the 
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Ibie  gceat  due  x^  l^4«u.iiivplvj^  it$.  r^»g  l^lMe  ia 
the  Qoiamoi)  mua.  . 

WbiJp  this  college  i:e^n,i^,  tUe  mwiter  ^  «arr 

dens  of  the  Mercers'  company,  who  were  tniatets  of 
It,  jCKmm^ted  W  sector  ibr  tj^e  ^ippii<;)i»jtiQn  of  the 
i9oiik^  c^'  Canterbury.  It  is  ^tj^es^t  9kii^  ^  the 
^^irte.en  peciUidrfii  ];^l9ngiQg  .tp  {h|it  i^e. 

The  old  church  was  destroyed  by  th^  fine  in  l€66^ 
^ter  which  tUe  ,pneaeu|:  structure  w^^  ^iPCt^  in  it$ 
$t^^iji^.m^  ma^e.pWQcbial,  for  tl^isawd.tlie  adjoiniog 
fiarjsh  of  St.  'Mfictio,  Vinti^y,  feh^  cJwrcb  oi  which 
M^a^  DPjt  r^^bailjt.  it  i^  a  .pl^n,  .9ub$.taattail,  3tone 
Ji)Mi)U)ii9g,  e^tj^en^  by  a  ^ja^  i^ri^  of  large 
fwched  »i^ig4o]vs,  pl^o^  30  high  J^t  thie  ck)ors^  open 
H}(s4^  ^Wk.  Tb^  towiU*  i^jdivjidisd  jjoto  t^u^e.Sitages, 
^d  is  ^jTiOiM^^  at  top  with  .^rved  opep  ^wojdk, 
iwt^Q(ji  t^liji^tisaide:  from  b^i^ce  mesa  light  and 
j^^;g^nt  (tutret,  ^dw'iied  M'ith  ioaic  jcoluxnns,  which 
cuids  ip  fiwgul§fffiimifmtJiPUj  dnd^upport$  the  stme. 

The  Tower  ftoyaU  foroieriy  aituat^  at  Xh3  nasOi 
tgi4  rf  the  $tiwt  now  so  ,calkd,  was  a  spacioxis, 
strong,  and  magnificent  mansion,  pertaining  to;tbe 
kingsof  <ibi«  x^jthn,  hut  its  iOfigin  cannot  laow  be 
jtracied,  though  it  is  suf^^s^ed  to  have  hc^n  founded 
hy  IjUauy  J/  iJowevcr  t^his  aiay  he,  it  w^s  certainly 
wh^ted  by.i£ip^?Stepbe9,  .who,  having. called  WU* 
^m  4e  ¥prca  ironi  iWckcs,  mth  a  number  of 
jFle;|Eoing3,  jto^a9sist;hiiu  agai&st  <tha  £mptess  Maud, 
iMras.aQ  <fi^ti»fied  with  his  jservii^s,  that  he  pecmitted 
hunio,biAiid:a,hQuae>for  hio^^df,  nearly  jMljoining, 
at  the  west  end  of  the  church  .of  "St.  ilihomas  thie 
ApoabLe. 

,ln\  the  oariy  .part  of  the  xeiga  .of  £dward  H.  Xhis 
jappmrs  to  Ittv^  been  Jhe  residence  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual,jof  the  iwi>e  of  Simon ^ fieasKmes ;  hut  it  is 
probable  that  he  was  only  a  tenant;  for  fiiwasd JIL 
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in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  reign,  gave  it,  by  the 
name  of  his.  Inne,  called  the  Royal,  in  his  City  of 
London,  unto  his  College  of  St.  Stephen,  at  West- 
minster. 

Notwithstanding  this  gift,  it  must  have  reverted 
to  the  crown;  for,  in  Richard  II/s  reign,  it  was 
called  the  Queen^s  Wardrobe ;  as  Stow  thus  relates 
from  Frosard: 

•  "  King  Richard,  having,  in  Smithfield,  overcome 
and  dispersed  the  rebels,  he,  his  lords,  and  all  his 
compimy,  entered  the  city  of  London  with  great  joy, 
and  wt  lit  to  the  lady  princess,  his  mother,  who  was 
then  lodged  in  the  Tower  Royal,  called  the  Queen's 
Wardrobe,  where  she  had  remained  three  days  and 
two  nights,  right  sore  abashed.  But  when  she  saw 
the  king  her  son,  she  was  greatly  rejoiced,  and  said, 

*  Ah,  son  !  what  great  sorrow  have  1  suffered  for 
you  this  day'/  The  king  answered  and  said,  '  Cer- 
tainly, Madam,  I  know  it  well,  but  now  rejoice  and 
thank  ood ;  for  I  have  Ihis  day  recovered  mine  he- 
ritage, and  the  realm  of  England,  which  [  had  near 
band  lost/* 

Hence  it  is  probable,  that  this  was  a  place  of  con- 
siderable  strength  at  that  time ;  for,  when  the  rebels 
had  got  possession  of  the  Tower  of  London,  the 
queen-mother  being  obliged  to  fly,  came  hither  for 
security:  and  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  king  also 
lodged  here  ;  for,  in  1386,  when  Leon  III.  King  of 
Armenia,  who  had  been  expelled  his  kingdom  by 
the  lurks,  fled  to  England  for  refuge :  this  was  the 
res  denre  of  Richard. 

The  parish  church  of  St.  Martin,  Vintry,  annexed 
to  that  of  St.  Michael  Koyal,  stood  at  the  south-east 
corner  of  l^ueen-street,  in  I  hames-street,  the  site  erf 
whi  h  is  now  used  as  a  cemetery  for  the  inhabitants 
of  this  parish. 

It 
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It  appears  to  have  been  of  Saxon  original,  and  its 
patronage  must  have  been  anciently  in  lay  hands^ 
from  Ralph  Peverell  having  given  it,  in  the  reign  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  to  the  abbot  and  canons  of 
St.  Peter'3,  in  the  city  of  Gloucester,  who  retained  it 
tilt  the  suppre^ion  of  the  convent^  when  it  came  to 
the  crown,  and  was  granted  by  Edward  VL  to  the 
Bishop  of  Worcester  and  his  successors;  in  whom  it 
still  continues,  and  who  present  in  turn  with  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Canterbury* 

•  A  litde  to  the  north-east  of  this  church*yard  is 
Cloak-lane,  on  the.  south  side  of  which  stands  Cut^* 
lers'-hall,  a  small  but  very  neat  brick  buildings  cqn-^ 
venientiy  fitted  up  for  transacting  the  business  of  the 
company. 

The  church  of  St.  Thomas  Apostles  stood  on.  the 
north  Side  of  Great  St.  Thomas  Apostles,  before  the 
fire  pf  London;  but  not  being  rebuilt,  the  parish  is 
united  to  that  of  St.  Mary  Aldermary. 
:  It  is  a  rectory,  the  patronage  of  which  appears  to 
have  been  always  in  ^  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St. 
PauPs)  but  subject  to  the  archdeacon;  and  its  anti<« 
quity  may  be  inferred  from  the  house  of  William  de 
xpres,  mentioned  above>  being  built  at  its  west 
jend* 
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fif  Cordwirinpr-ltreei  Ward. — jBatifiJs. — Principal  Streets^ 
^Precincis.—Si,  MarvAe^Bow. — Remains  of  a  Roman 
CaMsewau. — Crowhsila. — Boyle's  Lectures. — Si.  Maru^ 
Jltderm^rjj.—'Sl.  Anthony,  oir  Jnlkotili's.' — St.  JohH 
Baptist,  mtlltrboiti 


it  ifrard  tcfcft  Hs  harbe  frcrA  the  strefcl  rtotr  cdled 
Bblv-lahe;  i\  HifcH  hid  ftncientljr  the  name  of  Cord- 
fVStiierS'-^trect,  feoiti  eorduAin^^i  or  fehbemakere, 
eorriei*;  Snd  other  iptrcwrfcefft  in  Ifeattier;  reisidipg  in  it. 
The  name  was  afterwards  changed  to  Homer-lane^ 
irhfett  thfe  «KoetAaMft«  wfert  replafcecl  by  Itefeierd ;  and 
fMfesfe,ift  theft  tnfrt^beiHg  ^U|*r*ded  by  Othfer  ttadfers^ 
t«e  pr'e^ni  faaihfe  Woi  tifcen  ftoik  thfe  cfeVihrh  at  it* 
north  end. 

R  is  b<5tiiittk^  hii  th%  te^  &y  iTaHfiwaki^Hl,  on 
the  ttoJifi  fey  Chfeip-wMl,  on  thfe  West  by  6i«i*l. 
Stl^fetit^^iftt;  ana  bh  the  ^btilH  by  YintTj^ward.  It- 
eitfeTidij  ffcitt  mk  efome  dX  WitflBnJOk  ib  thfe  i^m, 
ifoilg  Watlibg-ili^el^  as  fer  i«  Aed-Bbhyedttft,  in  thfe 
west;  within  which  extent  it  includes  these  prillfci'*- 
pal  streets,  or  parts  of  them,  viz.  Watling-street,  Bow- 
lane,  Queen*8treet,  Pancras-lane,  Size-lane,  Budge- 
row,  and  Little  St  Thomas  Apostles. 

It  is  divided  into  eight  precincts,  and  governed  by 
an  alderman,  eight  common-council-men,  eight  con- 
stables, fourteen  inquest-men,  and  a  l>eadle. 

The  principal  buildings  in  this  ward  are  three  pa- 
rish churches,  viz.  St.  Mary-le-Bow,  St.  Mary  Alder- 
mary,  and  St.  Anthony,  car  Antholin's;  the  first  of 
which  is  the  most  distinguished,  and  stands  in  Cheap- 
side,  near  the  north-we^t  cornier  of  BoV  Jane. 

This 
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ThiB  ettiircb  toi^k  ft»  n«iii6  from  being  dedie^ted 
to  tl»  Vii^ia  Mary,  md  texie'ir^  the  aedditioi^al  epU 
tbet  i^  {^  Bow,  from  being  Ihe  first  churcb  in  Lon^ 
don  bfnih  upon  stotie  fimkt^»,  at  that  time  ealtedBotv** 
It  Wd#  founds  in  or  b^cn^e  the  reign  of  William  tkt 
Cdnqueror^  «Dd  wad  at  fitst  call^  New  Mary  churchy 
but  aft^rtvard^  obtained  the  uA&kf»  of  D^  Aroubus^  or 
Lfc  BbW,  111  W€Stcheapv 

It)  the  hil^ory  of  the  a^i^nt  ed^fioe^  we  find,  that 
in  the  year  197 1^  ^  great  nun^ber  of  pieople  were  de*- 
stroy^,  and  maliy  iiao^  manned,  by  the  falling  of 
^e  lite^^te;  after  H'bich  it  remained  Without  one  feir 
mady  y^rd,  but  Was  gradually  repaired,  by  the  d^ft^ 
nation^  and  legaoie^  of  charitable  peiisom;  90  tbaf^f 
M)  1469^,  tk^  co)alnlOR*^outicil  ord^in^  that  Bow-belt 
should  fa^  txang  at  t^vae  of  the  clock  every  night  \  and 
iii  the  year  1 51 3,  it  vrm  fitiished  upoil  the  ok)  plati^ 
with  ifoiie  broughl  fi^w  Caen,  in  NortHaiidy ;  thaii 
i^  l0  day,  with  arcl^lt  and  five  Itofeeriis,  one  at  each 
corner,  and  ^^  at  th@  V&p^  upbn  the  arehes,  Which 
Wisfe  inteflded  t^  hiv^  beeii  glased,  sttid  to  hav% 
iigbta  pta^^  in  th^ft^  «^gry  tiighti,  in  ^6  mnt^,  tor 
give  light  to  psCdgfetlg^rB  i^  thfe  street:  and  tbw  it 
eohlihued  lUl  It  W^  de^lt^yed^  with  thl^  (dther  baiki<- 
ihgs  i«  th^iiity,  by  the  fire  ih  I666. 

Thi&  fmm.  tixhe  hWei^^f^  wH^  built  by  ttid  gr»kt 

l^r  CbH§lo^hfer  Wren^  and  is  eh^fty  admked  for  tiKt 

efegaiiiei^  0f  his  ^eepl^,  Which  i^  built  &htir«ly  dT 

PoMiM)di^ii«^>  and  ^9  fifiikhed  in  t€SO.    It  ifii  ^m^ 

itefaeiy  H^t  In  its  a^p^rtoce,  c^d,  thmigh  wt^ 

high,  and  full  df  0^hftig&,  Sfecure  ^oSI  any  efeootta 

M,  by  thg  ge^dfoetrioal  j^f^oftioH  an^  lightn^^^  of 

ita  several  parts.    The  length  of  this  church  is  svkt}^ 

five  ti^,  \^  rn^Ht^  stftty-^e^-'fedt^  th%  t^\^%  of 

«h«^  rdof^  tay^ight  ]fe^,  %id  Ai^t  ^  tie  'a^^^ 

two  fatt%ai«d  Md  f^b^.ft^«  Ite^. 

The 


1  The  tower  is  square  from  the  ground,  and  in  thid 
form  ^ises  to  a  considerable  height,  but  with  more 
ornament  as  it  advances.  The  principal  decoration 
of  the  lower  part  is  the  entrance^  which  is  a  iioble^ 
lofty,  and  well-proportioned  arch,  on  two  of  the  sides 
&ced  with  a  bold  rustic,  and  raised  on  a  plain  solid 
course  from  the  foundation.  Within  the  arch  is  a 
portal  of  the  Doric  order,  the  frieze  ornamented  in 
trygly f>hs,  and  with  sculptures  in  the  metopes :  over 
this  arch  is  an  opening,  with  a  small  iDalcony,  which 
answers  to  a  window  on  the  other  face.  The  first 
stage  is  terminated  by  an  elegant  cornice,  over  which 
rises  a  plain  course,  whence  a  dial  projects.  Above 
this,  in  each  face,  is  a  large  arched  window,  witl^ 
coupled  Ionic  pilasters  at  the  sides  near  the  corners* 
The  cornice  over  the  windows  supports  an  elegant 
balustrade,  with  attic  pillars  over  the  Ionic  columns, 
supporting  turrets,  each  composed  of  four  handsome 
scrolls,  which  join  at  the  top,  where  are  placed  urns 
with  flames.  From  this  pairt  the  steeple  rises  circu- 
lar. There  is  a  plain  course  to  the  height  of  half  the 
scrolls,  and  upon  this  are  raised  a  circular  range  of 
Corinthian  columns,  while  the  body  of  the  steeple 
is  continued  round  and  plain  within  them.  These 
support  a  second,  balustrade,  with  very  large  scrolls, 
extending  ffom  it  to  the  body  of  the  steeple.  Above 
these  are  placed  a  series  of  composite  columns,  and 
from  the  entablature  rises  another  set  of  scrolls,  sup- 
porting the  spire,  which  rests  upon  four  balls,  and  is 
terminated  by  a  globe,. whence  rises  a  vane,  in  the. 
form  of  a  dragon.  In  this  steeple  are  twelve  bells^ 
said  to  be  superior  in  harmony  to  any  set  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  author  pf  the  Critical  Review  of  the  Pub^Q 
Buildings,  says,  "  The  steeple  of  Bow-church  is  a 
master-piece  in  a  peculiar  style  of  building;  it  is, 

beyond 
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beyond  question,  as  perfect  as  human  imaginatloii 
can  contrive  or  execute ;  and,  till  we  see  it  outdone, 
we  shall  hardly  think  it  to  be  equalled/* 

In  digging  the  foundation  for  this  church,  Sir 
Christopher  Wren  discovered  that  part  of  the  ancient 
Homan  colony,  which  ran  from  the  Thames  norths 
ward.  On  opening  the  ground, a  foundation  appeared,- 
firm  enough  for  the  intended  fabric,  which,  on  in- 
spection, was  found  to  consist  of  th6  remains  of  at 
temple,  or  church  of  Roman  workmanship,  entirely 
buried  under  the  level  of  the  present  street.  Oo 
this  he  determined  to  erect  the  new  building;  and, 
as  the  old  church  stood  about  forty  feet  backward 
from  the  high-street,  by  purchasing  the  ground  of 
one  private  house,  in  front,  not  then  rebuilt,  he  wa* 
4^iabled  to  bring  the  steeple  forward,  so  as  to  range 
with  the  houses  in  Cheapside.  Here,  to  his  great 
surprise,  he  suuk  about  eighteen  feet  through  made 
ground,  aud  then  imagined  that  he  was  come  to  the* 
natural  soil  and  hard  gravel;  but,  on  farther  inspec- 
tion, it  appeared  to  be  a  Roman  causeway,  of  rough 
fitone,  close  and  well  rammed  with  Roman  brick  and 
^rubbish  at  the  bottom,  all  firmly  cemented.  On  thiis 
causeway,  which  was  four  feet  thick,  Sir  Christopher 
determined  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  tower  and 
steeple,  as  being  most  proper  to  bear  a  weightj'^  and 
lofty  structure. 

North  of  this  church, between  the  chnrch-yard  and 
the  end  of  Bow-lane,  stood  the  building,  called  the 
Crown-sild,  or  shed,  in  which  the  royal  family  and 
their  attendants  took  their  stations,  to  see  the  hust- 
ings, processions,  &c.  After  the  fall  of  the  wooden 
stage,  in  \6*'29  (vol.  I.  p,  214),  Edward  III.  caused  a 
spacious  stone  building  to  be  erected  here;  which 
continued  to  be  used  for  this  purpose  until  the  times 
of  Henry  IV.  who,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign, 
^d  it  to  Stephen  Spilman,  and  others.  And  in  Bow 

church-yard 
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^wch-y^icd  $tpod  9ne  of  th^  public  gmmxfm 
schools  fouod/ed  by  Hesiry  VL  This  ^KSD^sr^bie 
piece  o^  antiquity  rem^iAed  until  the  yaar  1 737 ; 
though  the  purposes  &x  which  it  was  erected  had 
l^eeji  Ic^ig  discontinued*  This  church,  which  is  tiie 
I  chief  of  the  thirteen  peculiars  in  tjiis  city  J^loi^iilg 

tp  the  see  of  Canterbury,  is  a  rectory,  the  patrc^^ioge 
of  which  9^j^ars  tp  have  been  always  m  the  stfch- 
bishc^.  After  the  fiDe,  the  paqsbas  of  Allhallows, 
Uopey-lane,  and  St.  Pancf as,  were  #Ane&e<d  to  it ; 
both  of  which  are  in  Che^ip-ward. 

The  celebrated  metophys:q»l  leetures,  i<)sti<:utQd 
by  the  Honoarable  Eobert  Boyle,  haite  ibeim 
generally  preached  at  this  church.  This:ge«itiQiDaa 
vested  a  sum  of  fifty  pounds  pep*  aqaum  in  trustees, 
to  be  a<pplied  for  preaching  eight  sermons  yearly, 
viz.  on  the  first  Mondays  of  Jaouary,  ft^rtiary, 
March,  April,  May,  September,  October,  and  Nor 
veniber,  by  such  minister  md  at  such  chuDch^  as  the 
trus^iees  ishould  thi^  prc^>er :  but  no  preacher  to  be 
continued  loog^  than  three  y^rs.  The  object  of 
these  serfn/ons  is  to  provie  and  establish  th^e  Ch^liaJB 
religion  against  P^gao^,  Jews,  Mahometans,  Atibeiate, 
and  Deists;  but  not  to  inteifece  in  €ontrwi?twcn 
?moi»g  Christians. 

N^  the  widdle  g(  Bow«lane  on  the  .east  side,  is 
the  parochial  church  of  St.  Mary  AlqerixiaTy. 

This  church,  which  is  a  rectory,  awes  its  name 
^  jts  dedication  to  the  Virgin  Mary ;  .wdthe  ^addi- 
tjonal  epithet  >of  Aldei^ary,  to  Old^r,  ^  JElderMsMry^ 
£rom  its^ei^g  |he  pldesit  church  in  thh  ci^  cfa^d^at- 
ed  to  tb^  said  virgin.  It  is  po^  of  ^the  pqci^^iais 
J)elongi9g^  to  tb^  Archbishc^  of  .Canterbury,  ^Mifd 
HF^  founded  befoce  the  conqiiest,  uWeri  the  Soxoii 

In  tJbey^s^  l«5ip.Sir  H^nry  jKeble,  Loid Mayor 
ijS  London,  bequeathed  (Mae  UK)iiaand  {K^unds  to- 

'  wards 
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Mf«irds  rebuilding  this  church.  And,  in  1626,  Wil- 
liam Rodoway  gave,  towards  the  building  of  the 
steeple  then  greatly  decayed,  the  sum  of  three 
.thousand  pounds ;  and  Richard  Piersbn,  about  the 
same  year,  gave  two  hundred  marks  towards  the 
same  works,  with  condition  that  this  steeple,  thus 
to  be  built,  should  follow  its  ancient  pattern,  and  go 
forward,  and  be  finished,  according  to  the  founda- 
tion of  it  laid  before  by  Sir  Henry  Keble,  which, 
within  three  years  aftor«  was  so  finished,  that,  not- 
withstonding  the  body  of  the  church  was  burnt  in 
the  fire  of  1666,  the  steeple  remained  firm  and 
good.  That  part  of  it  which  was  consumed  was 
afterwards  rebuilt  in  its  present  form  by  the  munifi-* 
cence  of  Henry  Rogers,  Esq.  as  appears  by  a  Latin 
inscription  over  the  west  door  of  the  church. 

This  Gothic  edifice  is  very  spacious,  it  being  an 
hundred  feet  in  length  and  sixty-three  in  breadth;^ 
the  height  of  the  roof  is  forty^five  feet,  and  that  of 
the  steeple  an  hundred  and  thirty-five.  The  body 
is  enlightened  by  a  single  series  of  large  Gothic 
windows.  The  wall  has  well  contrived  buttresses 
and  battlements ;  these  buttresses  run  up  pilaster 
fashion,  in  two  stages,  not  projecting  in  the  old  man- 
ner from  the  body  of  the  building.  The  tower,, 
which  is  full  of  ornament,  consists  of  five  stages, 
each  of  which,  except  the  lowe&t,  has  one  Gothic 
window  ;  and  the  pinnacles,  which  are  properly  so 
many  turrets,  are  continued  at  each  corner  down  to 
the  ground,  divided  into  stages  as  the  body  of  the 
tower,  and  cabled  with  small  pillars  bound  round  it, 
with  a  kind  of  arched  wprk,  and  subdivisions  be-> 
tween. 

After  the  fire  of  London  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas 
the  Apostle  was  annexed  to  this  church;  which 
being  in  the  deaa  and  chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  the 

you  !!•  V  u  u  Archbishop 
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Archbishop  cf  Canterbury  aotd  the  D«an  of  St 
Paul's  present  alternately  to  the  united  liyings^ 
.  At  the  south-*west  comar  of  SiseJane,  cm  the 
north  side,  wd  near  the  west  end  of  WatUng-street, 
stands  the  parish  church  of  St.  Anthony^  commonly 
called  St,  Antholin,  or  St-  Antlin. 

This  church  is  so  called  from  its  dedication  to  St. 
Anthony,  an  Egyptian  hermit,  and  founder  of  the 
order  of  Eremites  of  St.  Anthony.     The  time  of  its 
foundation  is  not  certainly  known ;  but  that  it  is  of 
great  antiquity  appears  from  its  being  in  the  gift  of 
tbe«  canons  of  St.  P^ul  in  the  year  1181.     It  was  re* 
built  by  TlMMDas  Knolies,  Ijyrd  Mayor  of  London, 
in  the  year  1599 :  and  again,  in  1513,  by  John  Tate, 
mercer*    In  16 16  it  was  repaired  and  beautified  at 
the  expense  of  one  thousand  pounds,  raised  by  the 
oontributioo  of  several  munificent  inhabitants ;  but 
being  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  London,  it  was  rebuilt 
ia  the  year  1683,  in  the  same  manner  it  now  appears. 
It  is  built  of  stone,  of  the  Tuscan  order;  and  is 
aixty^six  feet  in  length,  fifty4bur  in  breadth,  forty* 
four  in  height,  and  the  altitude  of  the  steeple  is  one 
hundred  and  fiffy^four  feet.    The  roof  is  a  cupola  of 
an    elliptic    form,  enlightened  by  four   port-hole 
windows,  and  supported  by  columns  of  the  Compo- 
site order.     The  steeple  consists  of  a  tower,  and  a 
very  neat  octangular  spire  ornamented  with  apertures 
in  three  stages.     The  windows  at  the  base  of  the 
N  spire  have  regular  cases,  and  are  crowned  with  pedi- 
ments supporting  uma.    Those  of  the  middle  stage 
have  shields,  with  more  free  ornaments,  which  also 
support  their  vases ;  and  the  crown  of  the  spire  with 
the  decorations  under  the  vane,  are  exceeding  hand- 
some. 

To  this  parish  is  annexed    that   of  St.  John 
Baptist,  whose  church,  before  the  fire  of  London, 

stood 
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Stood  close  by  Wailbrook.  The  antiquity  of  this 
church  appears  from  the  mention  of  it  by  Ralph  de 
Dice  to.  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  in  the*  year  1181,  whose 
canons  were  the  patrons,  and  gave  it  to  the  convent 
of  St.  Helen,  London,  in  whom  it  continued  till  the 
suppression  of  their  nunnery,  when  it  came  to  the 
crown,  in  which  it  still  remains:  so  that  the  pre- 
sentation to  these  united  parishes  is  alternately  in 
the  crown  and  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Paul's* 


.  *.■ 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 


Of  Cheap'tuard.^-^Bounds. -^Extent. — Priticipal  Streets. 
'^Precincts. -"The  Poultry  ."Scalding-alley  ."-St ,  Mil- 
dred's,  Poultry, — St.  Mary^Colechurch.'--  PoultryComp- 
ter. — Grocers'  HalL^^Otd  Jewry. -^^Mercers*  rJalL-- 
St.  Martiuy  Ironmonger-latie. — Guildhall. — Guildhall 
Chapel. — St.  Lawrence^  Jewry. '•^Honey -lane  Market, 
"-^AllhallowSy  Honey -lane. — St.  Pancras,  Soper-lane* 
St.  Bennet  Sherehog. — Bucklershury .^^Barge-yari.-^ 
Great  Conduit^  in  Cheapside. 

This  ward  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  th«  city, 
and  took  its  name  from  the  Saxon  word  Chepe, 
which  signifies  a  market.  That  held  in  Cheapside 
was  called  West  Cheap,  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
one  held  between  Candlewick-street  and  Tower- 
street,  which  was  called  East  Cheap. 

It  is  boundjBd  on  the  east  by  Broad-street  and 
Wallbrook  wards ;  on  the  north  by  Bassishaw  and 
Coleman -iitreet  wards ;  on  the  west  by  Queenhithe 
and  Cripplegate  wards^  and  on  the  south  by  Cord- 
wainer- street  ward. 

It  extends  from  the  entrance  of  Mildred*s-court 
in  the  north-east,  to  near  the  east  corner  of  Milk- 
street,  in  the  north-west ;  and  from  the  west  cornen 
of  the  Mansion-house'  on  the  south-east,  to  within 
tliirty-three  feet  of  Bow-lane  in  the  south-west: 
within  A^ich  extent  are  included  the  Poultry,  the 
east  end  of  Cheapside,  Bucklersbury,  part  of  Pan- 
cras-lane,  Queen-street,  ^nd  Bow-lane,  on  the  south 
side;  Grocers'-alley,  part  of  the  Old  Jewry,  Iron- 
monger-lane, King-street,  Lawrence-lane,  Honey- 
lane  market,  and  the  principal  p^rt  of  Cateaton-street 
on  the  north  side. 

This 
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Hiis  ward  is  divided  into  nine  precincts,  and  is 
under  the  government  of  an  alderman,  twelve  com- 
mon-council-men, eleven  constables,  thirteen  in- 
quest-men, and  a  beadle. 

When  Stocks-market  was  the  principal  one  in  the 
city,  the  east  end  of  Cheapside  was  inhabited  by 
poulterers,  from  whence  it  received  the  appellation 
of  the  Poultryj  which.it  still  retains. 

Almost  opposite  to  the  market,  on  the  course  of 
the  Wallbrook,  anciently  stood  a  slaughter-house  for 
the  killing  of  beasts  and  scalding  of  swine :  whence 
it  was  called  the  Scalding-house;  but  this,  with  all 
the  other  slaughter-houses  in  the  city,  being  put 
down  by  act  of  parliament,  the  site  of  it  was  occu- 
pied by  a  range  of  buildings,  which  retained  the  name 
of  Scalding- Alley  for  many  years.  It  is  now  called 
St.  MildredVcourt,  on  the  west  side  of  which  is  si- 
tuated the  parish  church  of  St.  Mildred,  Poultry. 

This  church  is  a  rectory,  and  derives  its  name 
from  its  dedication  to  St.  Mildred,  a  Saxon  princess, 
and  its  situation.  It  appears  to  be  of  ancient  founda- 
tion, for  .lohn  de  Asswel  was  collated  to  it  in  the 
year  1325;  and  in  the  eighteenth  of  Edward  IIL 
we  find  it  with  the  Chapel  of  Corpus  Christi  and  St. 
Mary  de  Coneyhope  annexed,  which  chapel  stood  at 
the  end  of  Coney  hope-lane,  or  the  Rabbit-market, 
now  called  Grocers'-alley :  but  being  suppressed  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  on  account  of  a  fraternity  founded 
therein,  it  was  purchased  by  one  Thomas  Hobson,  a 
haberdasher,  who  turned  the  chapel  into  a  ware- 
house. 

The  old  church,  which  had  been  rebuilt  in  1460, 
was  burnt  down  in  1666,  after  which  the  present 
structure  was  erected,  and  the^  parish  of  St.  Mary 
Golechurch  united  to  it. 

.  Jt  is  a  plain  substantial  stone  building,  enlighten- 
ed by  a  {series  of  lai^ge  windows,  and  strengthened 

with 
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with  rustic  at  the  comeis.  The  tower  is  cfowned 
with  a  plain  course,  without  pinnacleflt,  turret,  Of  any 
other  ornament,  except  a  clock,  whdke  dial  projects 
about  half-way  over  the  street.  The  length  of  tliis 
church  is  fifty-six  feet,  its  breadth  forty^two  feet,  the 
height  of  the  roof  thirty^six  feet,  and  that  of  the 
tower  seventy-five  feet.  Within,  it  is  paved  with 
Purbeck  stone,  the  chancel  with  the  same,  mixed 
with  black  marble.  There  is  a  handsome  gallery  at 
the  w^t  end,  and  a  good  pulpit. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  was  in  the  convent 
and  prior  of  St.  Mary  Overy's,  in  Southwark,  till  the 
suppression  of  that  religious  house,  when  it  came  to 
the  crown ;  since  which  time,  the  lord  chancellor 
presents  to  the  living. 

St.  Mary,  Colechurch,  stood  at  the  south-west  cor- 
ner of  the  Okl  Jewry,  It  derived  its  name  from  tlie 
Virgin  Mary,  to  whom  it  was  dedicated,  and  the  ad«- 
ditional  e{Hthetfrom  one  Cole,  the  builder  of  it.  The 
date  of  its  foundation  does  not  appear,  but  it  must 
have  been  very  ancient ;  for  Thomas  Becket,  who 
WBB  constituted  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  1 162, 
was  baptized  here.  It  is  a  curacy,  in  the  gift  of  the 
company  of  Mercers. 

At  a  small  distance  to  the  vre&t  of  St.  Mildred's 
church,  is  the  Poultry  Compter.  This,  «id  the 
compter  in  Giltspur-street,  are  supposed  to  derive 
their  name  from  the  people  confined  in  them  bein^ 
obliged  to  account  for  the  cause  of  their  commitment 
before  they  are  discharged.  The  charge  of  these  pri- 
sons is  committed  to  the  sheriffs,  under  whom  there 
are  a  great  number  of  officers,  belonging  alike  to  eacli 
prison,  who  give  security  to  the  sherim  for  ifee  trvtm 
and  faithful  execution  of  their  several  offices. 

The  poorer  sort  of  prisoners,  in  these  compters^ 
receive  some  assistance  from  the  sheiifl^,  who  gene- 
rally go  round  the  respective  markets  of  the  city  twice 

a  year. 
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a  year,  to  giatfaer  contributious  for  ;dieir  supppft :  and 
there  are  several  beoefectiQns,  made  by  chiuitaMe 
persons,  for  tbe  relief  of  ftose.who  may  happen  to 
be  detained,  for  want  of  being  able  to  dischai^e  the 
prison  fees.  ..  > 

At  the  not th  end  <rf  Grocers'-alley,  a  little  to  the 
west  of  the  Poultry  Compter^  is  Gfocers'-hall.  This 
building  is  situated  on  a  spot  of  groundr  purchased 
by  the  Grocers'  company,  in  the  year  141  !,•  of  Ro* 
bert  Fitz-Walter,  for  three  Jbundred  and  twenty 
marks.  It  is  well  designed  and  executed,  for  the 
purposes  of  a  common-hall,  stately,  ori^amental,  and. 
so  capacious,'  that,  for  many  years,  it  served  for  the 
ttses  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  was  kept  in  this 
ball  till  there  was  an  c^ce  built  on  pnrpose,  inll^readi- 
needle^treet.  This  halt  Contains  a  portrait  and  sta- 
tue of  Sir  Jt4>n  Cuder^  wHo  is  said  to  have  built  the 
parlour  and  dining-^room  over  it.  The  ancient  stone 
and  bnek  building,  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the 
garden,  inhabited  by  the  beadle  of  the  company,  is 
very  probably  part  of  the  ancient  city  mansion,  of 
the  noble  family  of  Fitz- Walter,  and,  coosequenljy, 
th&(4Elestbuitd)ng  within  the  city  walls/ 

From  Grooers'-alley  there  is  a  passage,  called 
Dove^^sotsrt,  which  leads  into  the  Old  Jewry;  This 
street  was  originally  called  the  Jewry,  from  being 
the  residence  of  the  Jews  in  this  city,  prior  to  theit 
bani^nsent  by  Edward  I.  and  when,  xm  theit  r^ 
admission  ifito  England,  they  settled  near  Aldgate, 
in  a  place  called  from  them  and  their  then  poverty^ 
Poor  Jewry-lane,  this,  their  ancient  place  of  abode, 
>i3?€etved  rile  appelktioft  of  the  Old  Jewry, 

Between  this  street  and  Imnmoi^r-lnnej  is  Meis 
cers'-haH  and  chapel. 

•    This  buildii^  is  situated  cwi  tbe  spot  that  was 
once  occupied  by  a»  hospital  dedicated  to  St.  Tho- 
mas of  Acors,  or  Aeons,  and  was  founded  for  a  mas- 
ter 
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ter  and  bfethren  of  the  Augustine  order,  by  Thomas 
Fitz-Theobald  de  Heili,  and  his  wife  Agnes,  sister 
to  Thomas-a-Becket,  who  was  bom  in  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  IL 

Chi  the  dissolution  of  religious  houses,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  this  hospital  was  purchased  by  the 
Mercers'^ompany,  who  had  the  gift  of  the  master- 
ship, and  was  opened  by  them,  immediately,  under  the 
name  of  Mercers'-chapel.  They  were  both  destroyed 
by  the  fire  of  London,  soon  after  which  the  present 
structure  was  erected. 

The  front  of  this  building,  next  Cheapside,  is  ex- 
ceeding handsome ;  the  door-case  is  enriched  with 
the  figures  of  two  Cupids,  mantUng  the  company's 
arms,  with  festoons,  &c.  Over  the  door  is  a  balcony, 
adorned  with  two  pilasters  of  the  Ionic  order,  and  a 
pediment,  with  the  figures  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Cha- 
rity, and  other  enrichments.  The  inner-court  is 
adorned  with  piazzas,  formed  of  columns  of  the  Doric 
order.  The  hall-room  and  great  parlour  are  wain- 
scoted with  oak, and  ornamented  with  Ionic  pilasters; 
•ttnd  the  ceiling  is  beautifully  decorated  with  fret- 
work. The  chapel  is  neatly  wainscoted,  and  paved 
with  black  and  white  marble. 

The  entrance  into  this  hall,  from  Ironmonger-lane, 
is  decorated  with  rustic  stone  pillars,  supporting  an 
arch,  on  the  key-stone  of  which  are  the  company's 
arms.  The  door  is  pannelled,  and  the  upper  com- 
partment, on  each  side,  is  also  filled  with  the  arms 
carved  in  wood. 

Farther  north,  on  the  same  side  of  Ironmonger- 
lane,  formerly  stood  the  parish  church  of  St.  Martin, 
Ironmonger-lane,  which  received  its  name  from  being 
dedicated  to  one  Martin,  a  Hungarian,  who,  for  his 
implacable  hatred  and  persecution  of  the  Arians,  was 
deemed  worthy  of  being  canonized. 

It 
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ka  vicinity  to  an  orchaftlv  which  being  afterwards 
ccmverted  into  a  street,  or  ianey 'principally  inhabited 
by  jronmongers,  occasioned  the  alteration  in  its  dis- 
tinctive appellation. 

It  i&  a  rectory^  thi3  patronage  of  which  was  in  lay 
hands,  until  Ralfrfi  Tricket,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Illi 
granted  it  to  the  prior  and  canons  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, in  Smitfafield,  which  Was  confirmed  by  Henry, 
in  1933;  from  which  tim^  it  continued  in  that  con- 
vent, till  its  dissolution  by  Henry  Vlll.  when  it  fell 
to  the  cirOW4i;  in  which  it  $titl  remains. 

The  church  being  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  London  j 
it  was  n<^t  rebuilt ;  but  the  parish  was  annexed  to 
that  of  St.  Olave,  Jewry; 

West  from  Ironnionger-lahe  is  Kinga-street,  at 
the  northern  extremity  of  whioh^  is  Guildhall-yardi 
a  spacious  paved  court,  the  north  side  of  which  is 
wholly  filled  by  the  principal  front  of  Guildhall. 

This  is  the  hall  in  which  all  the  aflfairs  belonging 
to  the  corporation  of  London  are  transacted;  From 
its  ^Ktensive  size^  it  is  well  adapted  for  assembling 
the  livery,  foi  the  election  of  members  of  parliament^ 
.  the  lord  mayor,  sherifiTs,  and  other  city  officers ;  and 
in  this  hall  the  Corporation  give  puolic  entertaiti-^ 
ments- to  our  kings  and  other  great  parsonages; 

The  original  Guildhall  stood  in  the  street  called 
AlderiAanshury,  from  their  meeting  thete,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  Edward  the 
Confessor;  it  being  knowd  by  that  nanxe  in  the  year  . 
1 189-  StOtv  remembered  ite  vnmsi  and  says,  thatj  in 
his  days,  it  was  used  as  a  carpenter's  yard, 
'  The  fMresent  building  was  begun  in  the  yeai*  1411, 
and  eompleied  in.  about  ten  yedrs ;  towards  defraying 
the  eitpense  of  which,  contribution^  were  maode  by 
most  of  the  city  companies,  and  several  sums  were 
iseceived  from  private  benefactors. 

VOL.  II.  XXX  TJiis 
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This  old  hall  was  greatly  damaged  by  the  6rc  of 
London,  but  was  soon  after  repaired  and  beautified, 
at  the  expense  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds^; 
from  which  reparation  it  has  stood  to  the  present 
time. 

The  entrance  into  this  building  is  by  a  large  gate, 
under  a  Gothic  arch.  Over  this  rises  the  new  front, 
erected  in  the  year  1789;  which  consists  of  four 
fluted  pilasters,  between  which  are  Gothic  windows. 
In  the  space  above  the  great  door,  there  are  two 
series  of  windows,  above  which  is  the  city  motto, 
**  Domine  dirige  nos  ;'^  and  the  top. of  the  building 
is  crowned  with  the  city  arms.  In  the  side  compart- 
ments are  four  ranges  of  windows,  and  the  top  is  ter- 
minated by  reversed  arches.  The  pilasters  are  higher 
than  the  other  parts  of  thefront,  and  are  crowned  with 
turrets,  in  two  stages;  the  two  centre  ones  are 
decorated  with  the  mace,  and  the  other  two  with  the 
city  swwd. 

The  halL  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  feet  tong, 
forty«-eight  feet  broad,  and  fifty-five  feet  high.  The 
roof  fs  flat,  and  divided  into  pannels;  and  the  side$ 
are  adorned  with  demi-pillars. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  hall,  nearly  opposite  to 
the  entrance,  is  a  flight  of  steps,  leading  to  the  re- 
spective offices;  above  which  is  a  balcony,  sup- 
ported by  twelve  iron  pillars,  in  the  form  of  palm-trees. 
On  each  side  the  st^ps  is  a  small  inclosure,  used, 
occasionally,  as  officqs  for  clerks  to  write  in,  Be- 
-neath  each  of  these  i^  a  prison,  called  Little  Ease, 
from  the  ceiling  being  ifeo  low,  that  a  confined  person 
cannot  stand  upright:  this  is  a  place  of  punishment 
for  disobedient  apprentices,  who  may  be  committed 
there  at  the  discretion  of  the  chamberlain. 
'  In  the  front  of  the  balcony  is  a  clock,  on  the 
frame  of  which  are  carved  the  four  cardinal  virtues, 
with  the  figure  of  Time  on  the  top,  and  a  cock  on, 

each 
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€acli  side  of  him.  But  the  most  singular  ornaments 
of  this  balcony  are  two  gigantic  images,  which  stand 
one  on  each  side  the  bajcony.  These  enormous  fi- 
gures are  in  the  Roman  warlike  dress,  and  have  lau- 
rel crowns  on  their  heads.  The  one  on  the  right 
leans  on  a  small  shield,  on  which  is  emblazoned  a 
black  eagle,  on  a  field,  Or;  and  bears  a  long  weapon, 
the  lang-bard  of  the  Germans,  used  in  guarding  the 
halls  of  the  great,  in  ancient  times.  The  weapo^, 
and  4>he  arms  on  the  shield,  denote  this  to  be  in- 
tended to  represent  a  Saxon.  The  other,  which  re- 
presents an  ancient  Briton,  has  a  sword  by  his  side, 
and  a  bow  and  quiver  on  his  back.  In  his  right  hand 
he  holds  a  long  pole,  with  a  bail  stuck  full  of  spikes, 
suspended  from  its  top ;  a  weapon  which  had  been 
in  use  among  our  ancestors. 

The  origin  and  signification  of  these  colossal  fiv 
gures,  has  given  rise  to  many  ingenious  conjectures, 
the  most  reasonable  of  which  appears  to  be  that 
which  considers  them  as  types  of  municipal  power: 
such  statues  being  found  in  the  places  of  judgment, 
in  many  parts  of  Germany,  where  they  are  called 
Weichbilds^  and  are  set  up  as  symbolic  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  town,  and  protectors  of  its  freedom  and 
laws;  xoeich  signifying  a  tovyn,  and  bild  a  secure  or 
privileged  place. 

The  Roman  costume  in  which  they  are  habited  is 
not  so  easily  accounted  for :  perhaps  it  was  adopted 
by  the  sculptor,  to  show  that  London  was  a  city, 
adorned  and  enlarged  by  the  Romans,  and  a  Roman 
colony. 

*  Round  the  hall  are  fourteen  denii-pillars,  of  the 
clustered  Gothic  kind,  on  the  capitals  of  which  are 
the  royal  arms,  the  arms  of  Londofi,  and  those  of  the 
twelve  princijpal  city  companies. 

In  the  intereolumniations,  and  at  the  west  end  of 
the  hall,  are  portraits  of  the  judges,  who  so  particu- 
larly 
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larly  distinguished  themselves  in  determining  the 
differences  between  landlords  and  tenimts  after  the 
£re  of  London,  without  the  expense  of  law-suits^ 
To  these  was  afterwards  added  thl^t  of  Lord  Cam-f 
den,  who,  when  chief  justice  of  the.  court  of  com-* 
mon-pleas,  obtained  diia  mark  of  esteem  from 
the  city  by  his  decision  again£|t  the  legality  of 
general  warrants. 

At  the  east  end  of  the  hall  is  the  court  of  hustings, 
above  which  are  the  city's  arms,  and  portraits  of 
their  present  majesties,  Kings  George  U.  and  I« 
and  William  IIL  and  Queens  Caroline,  Anne,  and 
Mary ;  in  the  order  here  described,  beginning  at  the 
center. 

Close  to  the  hustings,  on  the  north  side  of  the  hall^ 
is  the  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham  ;  which  consists  of  a  grand  group 
of  complete  statues  in  alto  relievo,  designed  to  con 
vey  the  idea  of  the  national  prosperity  under  the 
auspices  of  this  celebrated  statesman.  To  this  end, 
Lord  Chathan^ia  represented  as  the  pilot  of  the  state, 
resting  on  a  rudder,  with  his  right  arm  supporting 
commerce,  who  sits  by  his  side,  attended  by  the  four 
quaiters  of  the  globe,  in  the  act  of  pouring  the  con-r 
tents  of  a  capacious  cornucopia  into  tne,  lap  of 
Britannia,  who  is  seated  upon  her  Uoa,  Before 
Lord  Chatham  stands  a  female  figure,  representing 
the  city  of  London,  crowned  with  tun^ets;  her  right 
hand  resting  upon  a  shield  with  the  city  arms  there- 
on, and  her  left  arm  extendtid  towards  oomnierce : 
her  whole  attitude  seeming  to  bespeak  that  protec« 
tion  which  the  position  of  his  arm  shows  him  idready 
inclined  to  afford  her.  Various  emblems  are  tntro- 
duced  with  great  propriety  in  diflferent  parts  of  the 
work  ;  such  as  a  mariner's  compass  and  b  top^mast, 
in  the  bands  of  commerce,  and  at  her  feet,  a  sail 
furled  to  the  yard  and  an  anchor.    Below  London  is 

9  bee-hive. 


a  bee-^iye,  symbolicjetl  of  indostry,  and  behind  her 
fshield  are  the  insiguis^  of  the  city. 

The  following  inscription  i^  inserted  on  a  tablet,  at 
the  foot  of  the  monument. 

^'  Ip  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  Supreme  Di3'* 
poser  of  events,  who,  intending  to.  advance  this 
natioQi,  for  such  time  a$.  to  his  wisdom  seemed 
good,  to  an  high  pitch  of  prosperity  and  glory ;  by 
unanimity  at  home— by  confidience  and  reputation 
abroad— by  alliances  wisely  chosen,  and  faithfully 
observed — by  colonies  united  and  protected-*  by 
decisive  victories  by  sea  and  land — by.  conquests 
ii)9^de  by  arms  and  generosity  in  every  part  of  the 
^lobe-^gnd  by  commerce)  for  the  first  time.united 
with  and  made  to  flourish  by  war —waSv  pleased  to 
raise  up, :ias  the  prinoip^li  inatrument  in  tim  memo* 
rable^orld — 

William  Pitt!     .        . 

^^  The  mayor, -aldermen,  and  common-fcotttiicil,  mind* 
ful.  of  the  benefits  which  the  city  of  London  re* 
oeived  in  faei^  ample  share  in  thegen^cal  |Ht)8perity, 
have  erected,  to  the  memory  of  this.ieiDinent 
tttatasotan  and  powerful  orator  this  monument  in 
h^  Guildhall :  that  her  citizens  may  never,  meet 
for  the  transaction  of  their  aflfairs,  without  being  : 
iremiaded,  that  the  .means  by  which  providence 
raists^a  nation  to  greatness,  are  the  virtues  infused 
into  great,  men ;  and  that  lo  withhold  from  those 
viruses,  either  of  the  living  or  the  dead^  thetribute  ^ 
of  esteein  or  veneration,  is  to  deny  themselves  the 
means  of  happiness  and  fapnour. 

^'  Thisdistinguished  person,  for  the  services  rendered, 
to  Kiiig  GecMfge  the  Second,  and  to  King  George 
Ihe  Third,  was  created 

Earl  of  Chatuam. 

"The 
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^^  Tbe  British  Nation  honoured  his  memOTy  with  a 
public  funeral,  and  a  public  monument,  amongst 
her  illustrious  sons  in  Westminster  Abbey.'' 

Beneath  the  tablet  is  ^  medallion,  containing  the 
cap  of  liberty.,  and  omainented  with  branches  of 
laurel. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  hsdl  is  the  sheriffs'  courts, 
above  which  is  a  white  maible  statue  of  Alderman 
Beckford,  who  died  in  1770,  durii^  his  second 
mayoralty.  He  is  represented  as  large  as  life,  dressed 
in  his  robes,  and  standing  in  the  attitude  he  appeared 
M'hen  he  made  a  reply  to  the  king  on  his  majesty's 
answer  to  the  city  remonstrance.  May  83,  1770. 
On  each  side  of  him  is  a  figure  sitting;  in  a  languish- 
ing posture :  that  on  the  right  hand  represents  the 
city  of  London ;  and  that  on  the  left.  Commerce. 
The  head  of  Commerce  is  adorned  with  a  crown ; 
her  right  arm,  which  holds  a  cornucopia,  almost 
empty,  rests  on  a  mariner's  compass,  smd  her  left 
arm  supports  an  anchor.  The  city  of  London  is  dis- 
tinguished by  resting  her  right  arm,  which  supports 
her  head,  on  an  escutcheon  containing  the  city  arms ; 
in  her  left  hand  is  the  ci^  sword  inverted;  on  her 
head  is  tbe  cap  of  maintenance;  and  by  her  lies  the 
city  mace.  Beneath  the  statue  is  a  large  tablet  of 
black  polished  marble,  on  which  are  written  the 
words  spok^i  by  Mr.  Alderman  Beckfcurd  to  the 
king ;  and  which  w&ce  the  occasion  of  this  statue 
being  erected.  The  likeness  of  Mr.  Beckford  in 
this  ngure  is  so  strong,  and  the  attitude  in  which  he 
stands  so  natural  on  such  an  occasion,  that  little 
more  than  sound  is  wanting  to  realize  the  re- 
presentaticm.  The  words  on  the  pedestal  are  us 
follows: 

'*Mo6t 
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V  Most  Gracious  Sorereign^ 

*'  Will  your  msyesty  be  pleased  so  far  to  condescend, 
as  to  permit  the  mayor  of  your  loyal  city  of  Lon-*^ 
don,  to  declare  in  your  royal  presence,  on  behalf 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  how  much  the  •  bare  appre* 
hension  of  your  majesty's  dii^leasnre  would,  at 
all  times,  affect  their  minds  ;  the  declaration  of 
that  displeasure  has  already  filled  them  with  inex^ 
press!  ble  anxiety,  and  with  the  deepest  affliction^ 

"  Permit  me,  sire,  to  assure  your  majes^,  that  your 
majesty  has  not,  in  all  your  dominions,  any  sub-* 
jects  more  faithfbl,  more  dutiful,  or  more  affec- 
tionate to  your  majesty's  pecsoa  and  family,  or 
more  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  and  fortunes  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  true  honour  and  dignity 
of  your  crown. 

•'  We  do  therefore  with  the  greatest  humility  ancj 
submission,  most  earnestly  supplicate  your  ma« 
jesty,  that  you  will  not  dismiss  us  from  your  pre* 
sence  without  expressing  a  more  favourable 
opinion  of  your  fieiithful  citizens,  and  without 
some  comfort,  without  some  prospect  at  least  of 
redress. 

*'  Permit  me,  sire,  further  to  observe,  that  whoever 
has  already  dared,  or  shall  hereafter  endeavour, 
by  false  insinuations  and  suggestions,  to  alienate 
your  majesty's. affections  from  your  loyal  subjects 
in  general,  and  from  the  city  of  London  in  parti* 
cular,.and  to  withdraw  your  confidence  to  and  re-* 

•  gard  fot  your  people,  is  an  enemy  to  your  ma* 
jesty^s  person  and  family,  a  violator  of  the  public 
peace,  and  a  betrayer  of  our  happy  constitution,  as< 
It  was  established  at  the  glorious  and  necessarjr 
revolution." 

Ascending  the  steps,  on  the  right  handr  ^^  ^'^ 

offices    belonging   to   the  chttnberiak}   and    the 

1  treasury. 


treadury^  Fronting :.  the  «t^8!  ift  the  liwA' iiiayor's 
court,  in  which  the  seanoidsrQf  tb&pi^ce/fQr  the  city 
of  LbiidoQ:  »ad  the  m^ttingB  of:  thiei  ctmt  of  Hing V 
bench  wtid  heki«  Ufais/wora.  is  adeisiedi  with  paint- 
ings o[  the  foul!  tenlifia)'  niriues^  On/the:lefli  band 
]».  the  court  of  Conuneb  Pleas,  .over  the  eEllmfice 
into:  which  is  a  painting  of^thi&ifeUef  of  Gftoaltar  by 
Lord'  Howe.  The  cottrti  of.  £i:d[id()ueFiaife9  up:  stairs. 
The  different  apartmentB  m  tbas.part  of.thje  hall  are 
Used  Qcdaainnally  b}«  ^he*  oommiaaioqers  of  bank^ 
rdpls. 

At  the  back  of  the  ihalbisf  a  Heasy,  c^gaot  rddm  for 
the  loord  tnixyfa:^  laUbmneiL^  apd  "Coninion^ccMluieil^  to 
hold  their  courts  in/  in  d3ecoinnao(iii-coiiBcilcham-« 
ber  is  a  capital  coUectiott  of  paintings,  presented  to 
the  city  of  London  by  the  late  AldeimBfln  Boydell^ 
among  which  is  Mr.  Copley^'s  celebrated  picture  of 
the  siege  of  GibtalflEur* 

Adjoining  to  the  oorth- west  part  of  ike  hall  is 
that  most  essential  seqxiisite  of  festkity,  the  kitchen ^ 
This  was  eoecled  h^  8ir  jJobni  Shaw^  who,  for 
the  first  time,  gave  the  mayor's  feast  here  in  the 
year  1500:  these  had  been  formerly  .gireti  at 
Groce£s^-halL  .     .  -  .     .  ; 

On  the  east  side.of  Guildhatt-yardv  betweeikOtiild- 
hall  and  Blackwell-hall  is  Guildhall  Chapel,  which 
was  a  college. or  cbapel  dedicated  to  Afery  Magdaieil 
aiftl  AUSamis^and  commdnAy  called  Londoq^CoI-^ 
lege*  This,  college  wtas  fpundsd,  aceordihi^ito  SiKJfWf 
about  the  year  1399>  ^  Peter  jPomelde;  Adam 
Frahc^,  and  Henary -£'r(Hvike,  for  a.custos  and  foui* 
chaplains. 

This  eoSege  being  old  and  mnousj  Heniiy  Yt* 
upon  application  to  him  by  the  mayor. and  x^idzens 
of  London,  granted  them  a  licence  to  rebuild  and 
enlarge  it ;  and  itfae  xhaplaia^  .&Cit  bdQi%iog  tb  if 
were  increased,  fay  ihefouflpding  of  dhneoi  cfaantdes^ 

!  to 
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to  a  cufttbs,  ^Ven  chapUHi^,  tbr^^  clerks  foureho- 
ri9ters>  and  g^ven  almshpeople.  Thre  mayor  di;i4 
chamberiaia  w^e  the  patrons  of  %\m  fowdatiQD,  and 
the  Bishop  c^  Lioudon  the  ofdtnary;  and,  m  1543, 
Bishop  Bouiief  <Qade  statutes  for  its  better  go^^em* 
ment. 

This  college  waa  suppressed  by  Henry  VJII.  aod* 
in  the  year  1551 ,  Edward  VL  granted  it  to  the  mayor 
and  commonalty  of  London »  for  the  sura  of  four 
bundled  and  fifty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and 
four  pence,  to  be  heW  in  soccage  of  the  manor  of 
1  East  Greenwich ;  since  which  time  it  has  been  called 

i  Guildhall-chapel. 

I  This  edifice,  which  is  perfectly  in  the  Gothic 

I  taste,  was  defaced,,  but  not  burnt  down,  by  the  fire 

I  in  1666)  and  has  been  since  repaired*    In  several 

I  niches  are  figures,  in  stone,  of  King  Edwasd  VI. 

Queen  j&bsabeth,  and  King  Charles  I.  treading  on  a 

I  globe.    The  windows  are  spacious ;  there  is  a  gallery 

i  at  the  west  end ;  the  walls  are  hung  with  tapestry ; 

there  is  a  wainscot  covering  over  the  aldermena' 

I  seats,  and  a  particular  seat  for  the  lord  mayor,  adorned 

I  with  cartouches ;  a  handsome  wainscot  pnlpit  and 

desk,  and  a  neat  altar-piece,  inclosed  With  rails  and 

[  banisters, 

,  Divine  service  used  to  be  performed  here,  before 

I  the  lord  mayor  aipd  a^evmen,  weekly,  as  well  as  on 

particular  ocCaaions ;  but  this  practice  has  been  dis- 
I  continued  for  some  years;  and  the  Court  of  Requests 

,  is  now  held  here. 

I  Contiguous  to  this  chaipel,  on  the  south,  was  a 

spadious  library,  well  furnished  with  books,  which 
I  was  erected  by  the  executors  of  the  munificent 

f  Whittington,  and  William  Bury.     But  nothing  e»- 

j  caped  the  grasp  of  that  rapacious  minister,  the  Fro»- 

tector  Somerset,  who  iniqvitously  spoiled  it  of  its 
,  valuable  collection  of  books. 

VOL,  II.  Y  y  y  At 
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At  the  south-west  corner  of  Guildhall-ynrd,  is  the 
parish  church  of  St.  Lawrence,  Jewry,  which  runs 
westward,  on  the  north  side  of  Cateaton-street*.  It 
is  dedicated  to  Lawrence,  a  Spanish  saint,  bom  at 
•Huesca,  in  the  kingdom  of  Arragon^  who,  after  hav« 
ing  undergone  the  most  grievous  tortures,  inj(b% 
persecution  under  Valerian,  the  emperor,  was  cruelly 
broiled  alive  upon  a  gridiron,  with  a  slow  fire,  till  be 
died,  for  his  strict  adherence  to  Christianity;  and  the 
additional  epithet  of  Jewry,  from  its  situation  among 
the  Jews,  was  conferred  upon  it,  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  church  of  St,  I^wrence,  Pounteney,  how 
demolished. 

This  church,  which  was  anciently  a  rectory,  being 
given  by  Hugo  de  Wickentroke,  to  Baliol  college^ 
in  Oxford,  anno  1294-,  the  rectory  ceased;  where** 
fore  Richard,  Bishop  of  London,  <x)n verted  it  into  a 
vicarage ;  the  patronage  of  which  still  continues  in 
the  master  and  scholars  of  that  college. 

The  old  church  being  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  1666, 
it  was  rebuilt,  at  the  expense  of  the  parishioners,  as- 
sisted by  a  very  liberal  benefaction  from  Sir  John 
Langham,  and  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalei>, 
Milk-street,  was  annexed  to  it. 

The  present  structure  is  eighty-one  ifeet  long^ 
sixty^eight  feet  broad,  forty  feet  high,  to  the  roof, 
and  the  altitude  of  the  steeple  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feet.  The  body  is  enlightened  by  two  series 
of  windows,  the  lower  ones  large  and  uniform,  and 
the  upper  small.  At  the  east  end  is  a  pediment, 
with  niches,  supported  by  Corinthian  columns.  The 
lower,  which  is  lofty,  is  terminated  by  a  balustrade^ 
with  plain  pinnacles;  and  within  this  balustrade  risea 
a  kind  of  lantern,  which  supports  the  base  of  the 
spire. 

At  the  western  extremity  of  this  ward  is  Honey- 
tsme-market,  which  is  famous  for  th^  choice  quality 
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bf  the  provisions  brought  to  it  It  is  the  smallest 
market  in  the  city,  b^ing  only  one  hundred  and. 
ninety-three  feet  from  east  to  west,  and  ninety-seven; 
feet  from  north  to  south.  In  the  centre  is  a  large 
square  market-house,  standing  on  pillars,  with  rooms, 
over  it,  and  a  bell  tower  in  the  middlev  Here  are 
also  a  number  of  standing  stalls  for  butchers,  fruit- 
erers, &c.  and  the  passages  into  the  market  are  in« 
habited  ,by  poulterers,  and  other  dealers  in  pro* 
visions^ 

This  market  occupies  the  sites  of  two  churches^ 
burnt  down  in  1666  ;  viz.  that  of  St.  Mary  Magda- 
len, Milk-street,  which  belonged  to  Cripplegate- 
ward)  and  that  of  Allhallows^  Honey-lane,  in  thi$ 
ward,  which  stood  where  the  east  end  of  the  mar- 
ket now  is.  It  is  a  rectory,  the  advowson  of  which 
belongs  to  the  Grocers'  company,  who,  since  its  union 
with  St.  Mary-le-Bow,  and  St.  Pancras,  Soper-lane, 
present  in  turn  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

St.  Pancras,  Soper-lane,  stood  on  the  north  side 
of  Paacras-lane^  and  took  its  name  from  its  dedica- 
tion to  St.  Pancras,  a  young  Phrygian  nobleman, 
who  for  his  strict  adherence  to  the  Christian  faith, 
suffered  martyrdom,  at  Rome^  under  the  Emperpr 
Dioclesian,  and  from  its  vicinity  to  Soper-lane,  now 
Queen-street.  It  is  a  rectory,  the  patronage  of 
which  was  in  the  prior  and  canons  of  Canterbury, 
till  they  granted  the  advowson  to  Simon,  the  arch- 
bishop, in  the  year  1365 ;  since  which  time,  it  has 
remained  in  the  archbishops  of  that  see. 

On  the  same  side  of  Pancras4ane,  a  little  further 
to  the  east^  stood  the  parish  church  of  St.  Bennet, 
Sherehog,  which  is  said  to  derive  its  name  from  one 
Xienedict  Shorne,  a  fishmonger,  who  rebuilt  it.  It 
was  originally  dedicated  to  St.  Osyth,  a  queen  and 
martyr;  but  the  ambition  of  this  disciple  of  St.  Pe- 
ter, was  superior  to  his  gallantry ;  he  therefore  ousted 

I  the 
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the  ^male  saint,  and  procofidd  tile  tutelage  of  l\m 
dharch,  by  the  name  of  St.  Bennet,  or  Benedict, 
thOQ^  hfs  <;anonieation  m  doubtfuU  The  addi-^ 
tiomn  epithet  ift  a  corruption  of  his  siiroatne,  which 
tras  graduaHy  changed  to  9hrog,  Shorehog,  and, 
at  iength,  to  Sherehog.  After  the  fire  in  1666, 
this  parish  was  united  to  that  of  St  Stephen,  Wall- 
bmok.  It  is  a  rectory,  the  patronage  of  which 
was  in  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Mary,  Overy^s, 
in  Southwark,  till  their  dissolution,  when  it  eanie 
10  the  crown;  in  which  it  still  continues. 

&irklesb«ry,  cerrnptly  called  Bucklersbury,  re- 
ceived its  name  from  one  Buckle,  lord  of  the  ma- 
nor, who  resided,  and  kept  his  court,  in  a  spacious 
Stone  building,  called  the  OkJ  Barge,  (ram  such 
a  sign  being  in  front  of  it.  The  site  of  his  inan* 
STon  is  now  occupied  by  fiarge-yaid;  to  which 
place,  according  to  traditio«i,  bo^  and  barges  came 
from  die  Thames,  ep  the  Wallbrook^  when  its  nat- 
vigation  was  open. 

Opposite  to  Barge-yard,  on  ^e  north  side  of 
Bncklersbury,  was  a  royal  mansion,  denominated 
Semes,  or  Sewete's  Tower.  In  1344,  King  Ed- 
ward III.  constituted  this  his  exchange,  w  market- 
place, for  bnllion;  and,  in  1358,  he  granted  it, 
with  all  its  appurtenances,  to  tlie  dean  and  canons 
of  the  cdlegiate  church  of  St.  Stephen,  at  West- 
minster. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  Poultry,  where  Bucklem* 
bury  meets  Cheapside,  fomaerly  stood  the  great 
conduit,  which  was  first  erected  for  the  reception 
of  water,  conveyed  hither  from  Paddington,  by 
leaden  pipes  und^r  ground. 
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^  Coleman-street  UTtrd.'^BouBds.'^jBxienitF^Preeincit^ 
^^Principai  Streets ,r-^St.  Oiave^  Jewryr^First  Svna* 
\Qgiie, — The  Prince's  IVardrohe.'-^Armourers'  HalL^"^ 

)/•  Stephen^  Coleman-street, Lothlury.^St.  Marga* 

ret,  Lothhury, — Founders*  HalL^^Lower  Moorfields.^^ 
Setkkfft  Hospitdlm 


s 


Cot£MAK-sXR££7,  frotn  wbidi  this  ward  takes 
Us  denomiaatioci,  was  ^obably  so  called  ffx>m  a  per*- 
son  of  ibat  name,  who  might  be  the  builder,  owoer^ 
or  principal  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  the  city. 

This  ward  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  Cheap-* 
wsfd,  on  the  >east  by  Bishopsgate,:  Broad*8>treet,  and 
Ciobttip^wards,  on  the  north  by  Bisbop^i^te  and  Crip- 
I^egate-wardsy  and  Upper  Mooriields,  and  on  the 
west  by  Bassishaw-ward. 

It  beginsi  on  the  east  side^  upon  the  coinse  of 
Walibrook,  in  Liotbbury,  and  extends  to  die  end  of 
Ironnonger-fene,  oa  the  south  side  of  the  street,  and 
to,thie  end  of  Basinghail-stmet,  on  the  north  aide; 
and,  itt  a  north  asd  soudi  direction^  it  extends  fioos 
Moorgate  to  the  garden  beloo^ng  to  GrocerB^4iaiL 

It  is  cKvided  into  aix  precincts,  and  is  governed  by 
an  aldenMao,  aix  common-H^CHincil-men,  six  consta- 
bles, tbiite^i  inquest-ttien,  and  a  beadle;  and  the 
principal  streets  in  it  are,  ColeinaQ««treet9  part  of  the 
Old  Jewry,  Lothbuiy,  and  CateQton**8treet. 

On  tbe  west  side  of  the  Old  Jewiy  stands  die  p»> 
ri'sh  church  of  St.  Olave^  Jewry. 

This  church  is  of  visry  ancient  foundation,  and 
was  originally  called  St.  Olave,  Upwell,  from  its 
being  dedicated  to  the  saint  of  that  name,  and,  pro- 
bably, irom  a  well  under  the  east  end,  where,  at  this 
time,  and  for  many  years  past,  has  stoixla  pump  for  die- 
use  of  the  public ;  but  this  name  a^terwiards  gave  way 

to 
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to  that  of  Jewry,  bwitig  to  the  great  number  of  Jews 
that  took  up  their  residi^nce  ita.  this  neighbourhood; 

This  parish  was  a  rectory^  in  the  gift  of  the  Dean 
ahd  Chiiptet  of  St.  PauPs,  till  aboiit  the  year  118 1; 
when  it  was  transferred  by  them,  with  thfe  chapel  of 
St.  Stephen,  Coleman-i^treet,  to  the  prior  and  con- 
vent of  Butley,  in  Suffolk,  and  became  a  vicarage. 
At  the  suppression  of  that  convent,  tlie  impropriation 
was  forfeited  to  the  crown,  in  whom  it  has  continued 
to  the  present  time.  When  tb^  old  church  vvas 
burned  down,  in  1666,  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  Iron't 
monger-lane,  was  annexed  to  it ;  the  patronage  of 
which  is  also  in  the  crown. 

-  The  present  structure  was  eredted  soott  after  the 
fire  of  London,  and  is  built  partly  of  brick,  and 
•partly  of  stone.  It  is  seventy-eight  feet  long,  twenty* 
four  feet  broad,  thirty-six  feet  high,  to  the  roof,  and 
eighty-eight  feet  high,  to  the  top  of  the  tower  and 
pinnacles.  The  door  is  of  the  Doric  order,  weli  pro- 
portioned, and  covered  with  an  arched  pediment* 
The  tower  is  veiy  plain,  on  the  upper  part  of  which 
rises  a  cornice,  supported  by  scrolls,  and  upon  this 
a  plain  attic  course.  On  the  pillars,  at  the  corners, 
are  placed  the  pinnacles  upon  balls;  and  each  pin^* 
nacle  is  terminated  at  the  top  by  a  ball.  The  body 
of  the  church  is  well  enlightened,  the  floor  is  paved 
with  Purbeck,  and  the  walls  are  wainscoted.  The 
pulpit  is  enriched  with  carvings  of  cherubims;  the 
floor  of  the  altar,  pn  which  the  communion-table 
stands,  is  paved  wi^h  black  and  white  marble,  and  ia 
the  front  of  the  altar  are  the  king's  arms. 

In  this  church  are  three  curious  pieces  of  painting) 
viz. 

1.  Queen  Elizabeth,  lying  op  a  fine  couch,  with 
her  regalia,  under  an  arched  Canopy,  on  which  are 
placed  her  arms. 

9^  King  Charles  \ 

5.  The 
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3,  The  figure  of  Time,  with  wings  displayed,,  a 
scythe  in  his  right  hand,  and  an  hour-glass  in  his  left; 
at  his  foot  is  a  cupid  dormant,  and  under  him  a  ske« 
leton,  eight  feet  long. 

Near  to  the  north-east  comer  of  the  Old  Jewry 
stood  the  first  synagogue  of  the  Jews,  which  was 
destroyed  in  the  massacre  of  that  nation,  when 
seven  hundred  Jews  were  miurdered,  and  their  goods 
spoiled  by  the  citizens  of  London,  in  the  year  1262, 
The  site  thereof  was  given  by  Queen  Eleanor  to 
the  fViars  called  de  penitentia  Jesus,  or  de  Sacca,  an 
order  of  begging  friars,  56  Henry  lU.  After  whose 
suppression,  by  a  decree  of  the  council  of  Lyons, 
King  Edward  I.  in  the  year  1305,  granted  leave  to 
the  said  friars  to  assign  unto  Robert  Fitz- Walter 
their  chapel  and  church,  of  old  time  called  the  syna- 
gogue of  the  Jews,  which  near  adjoined  with  its 
back  front  to  the  mansion  place  of  the  said  Robert, 
now  Grocers^hall.  The  site  of  that  synagogue, 
&c.  after  various  alterations,  is  now  partly  covered 
with  a  good  private  dwelling  house  in  front,  and 
backward  with  a  handsome  capacious  meeting-house 
of  the  presbyterian  denomination ;  and  with  two 
alms-houses  in  Windmill-court,  for  nine  poor 
widows  of  armourers  and  braziers,  founded  by  Mr. 
Tindal,  and  endowed  with  six  shillings  per  quarter, 
and  nine  bushels  of  coals  annually:  and  with  twenty 
shillings  per  quarter  to  those  widows  who  are  incapa- 
ble of  doing  any  business. 

On  this  spot,  in  ancient  times,  stood  a  large  stone 
building,  erected  on  the  site  of  the  Jews'  houses, 
which  reached  from  the  parish  church  of  St.  Olave 
to  the  north  end  of  the  Old  Jewry,  and  from  thence 
west  to  the  north  end  of  Ironmonger-lane ;  and  from 
the  comer  of  Ironmonger-lane,  almost  to  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Martin;  but  of  what  antiquity,  or  by 
^hona  the  same  was  built,  or  for  what  use,  is  un- 
certain ; 


certain ;  more  than  that  King  Henry  YL  in  the  six- 
teenth of  his  reign,  gave  the  office  <rf  porter  of 
keeper  thereof  to  John  Stent,  for  the  term  of  hisi 
life,  by  the  name  of  his  principal  pabce  in  the  Okl 
Jewry,  And  King  Richard  III.  conptmitted  the 
keeping  of  the  prince's  wardrobe  (for  so  it  yf9»  after« 
warda  called)  to  his  trusty  servant  John  Kendall, 
bis  secretaiy,  by  his  patent,  dated  December  13^ 
1483,  and  left  mm  to  dweU  in  the  same.  And  in 
the  third  year  of  £dv^ard  VL  it  was  alienated  from 
the  crown,  being  called  a  great  meaauagi&,  under  the 
name  of  the  Prince's  Wardrobe,  to  which  bek>i^ed 
divers  houses,  ediikes,  gardens,  &e.  being  sold  to 
Sir  Anthony  Cope,  a  privy  couneeUor  to  that  king^ 
for  sixty  pounds,  and  in  consideratioi^  of  his  services ; 
the  yearly  value  being  reckoned  at  sis  pounda  twelve 
ahillings  and  four-pence* 

Nearly  opposite  the  north  end  of  the  Okl  Jewrj 
is  Coleman-street,  which  is  a  broad  spacious  street 
and  well  inhabited  by  eminent  m^cbants^  and  re» 
putable  tradesmen  and  shc^-^keepers.  Near  the 
north-east  corner  of  this  street  standi  Aimoucers'« 
hall,  which  is  an  old  plain  brick  building* 

On  the  west  side  of  this  street,  near  the  soutli 
end,  stands  the  parochial  church  of  St.  Stephei^ 
Coleman-street ;  so  called  from  its  dedication  to  St^i 
Stephen,  the  protomartyr,  and  its  situation. 

This  church  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  was  c»%U 
nally  a  chapel  belonging  to  the  Dean  and  Ckapt^ 
of  St.  Paul's,  who,  between  the  years  1171,  and 
J 181,  granted  the  church  of  St,  Olave,  Jewry,  %o^<^ 
ther  with  this  chapel  as  an  appendage  to  it,  to  the 
prior  and  abbot  of  Butley,  iu'  Siaffolk* 

This  chapel  was  made  parochial  in  the  year  14o6^ 
but  continued  under  the  patronage  of  the  priw  and 
canons  trf  Butley,  till  the  svippression  of  that  conb»* 
vent,  when  it  c^me  tp  the  cjown.  However,  in  the 

year 
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year  1577,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  the  patronage, 
together  with  the  church  and  rectory,  to  Thomas 
Faskins,  and  others;  and,  in  1590,  to  William  Daniel,^ 
Serjeant  at  law,  and  other  parishioners;  which  rec- 
toty  impropriate,  and  right  of  advowson,  have  beeh 
held  by  the  parish,  in  fee-farm  of  the  crown,  ever 
since. 

The  old  church  sharing  the  common  fate  in  the 
dreadful  fire  of  London,  the  present  structure  was 
erected  about  four  years  after*  It  is  a  neat  and  solid 
building,  principally  of  stone,  strengthened  with 
rustic  at  the  comers,  and  enlightened  by  one  serieis 
of  large  windows,  with  an  handsome  cornice^  and 
has  a  very  extensive  roof,  without  a  single  pillar  to 
support  it.  The  Steele  is  a  square  tower,  crowned 
with  a  lantern,  which  has  four  faces,  and  encloses  a 
bell  to  call  the  parishioners  to  prayers.  The  front  is 
adorned  with  a  cornice,  two  pine-apples,  and  the  fi- 
gure of  a  cock,  handsomely  carved.  The  length  of 
this  church  is  seventy-five  feet,  its  breadth  thirty-five 
feety  the  height  of  the  roof,  twenty-four  feet,  and 
that  of  the  tower,  sixty-five  feet.  On  the  north  side 
is  the  church-yard,  and  on  the  south  is  a  large  pave-^ 
meht,  that  covers  a  burial  vault,  the. whole  length  of 
the  church.  To  this  pavement  there  is  an  ascent  by 
several  steps,  through  a  gate,  over  which  is  cut,  in 
stone,  a  beautiful  representation  of  the  general  re- 
surrection.: . 

Speaking  of  Lothbury,  Stow  says,  "  This  street  is 
piossessed,  for  the  most  part,  by  founders,  who  rast 
'Candlesticks,  chaffing-dishes,  spice-mortars,  and  such 
like  coppeir  or  latten  wares,  and  do  afterwards  turn 
them  with  the  foot,  and  not  with  the  wheel,  to  make 
themsmooth  and  bright,  which  turning  and  scratting, 
as  some  do  term  it,  naaking  a  loathsome  noise  to  the 
by-passers,  that  have  not  been  used  to  the  like,  it  is 
thei^efore.  by  tl^em  disdainfully  called  Lothbury/' 
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This  ^reet  is  si4>w  .well-built,  ^tkA  A»hftbked% 
tohante. 

HQn  tthe  south  rtibde  of  lit,  &t  fthe  ^lecntfQiitdyCflare  itifie 
A6W  buildiogBof  tfaelBanky^bichrOGOtipylhe fwhote 
el*  ^at  ^ide  of  the  fiCreat,  f rom  iBa!3d9i^Qraew4^ 
4avlher  we»t  than  therplace  Mrh®re  iPi iocas-streiet  fep- 
merly  terminated. 

Opposite  to  the  west  end  df  Ihese  >biilldhip,  i& 
(the  pafochial  ohuroh  'of  St.  Mdiganet,  lA^hwy. 

This  chuvoh  is  so  called  from  being  tdfidioated  tta 
Sit.  Maj^garet,  a  virgin  saint  of  Jtnki0oh,  who  an^ 
fered  martyrdom  in  the  feign  of  ithe  Enipfiror^i&- 
cius ;  and  it  received  tiie  additional  ^epithet  of  [Lioftn 
rbury,  from  its  situation,  and  to  distinguish  it^ffoiift 
^ther  churches  dedicated  to  the  mme  ^aint. 

This.church  is.a  rectory, ;the 'foundation cof^whioh 
is  of  .great  antiquity,  as  app^rs  &om  John^de  Has^ 
iingfield,  who  was  ipresented  to  it,  )by ^ the  abbess  rtnd 
convent  of  Barking,  in^Esses^  oti-.the  i&th  of  Ai^unl, 
an  ;the  ymr  1 303.  The  .patton^e'^eonttnissd dn  .that 
tconventi  till  thegeneral  sappresstonno£v^l^ous3rhoi]9ea» 
when  it  tfell  tofthe  i:rown,  in^whrnn  ittfaoiSidotttiQUdd 
.to  the  present  time. 

Whe  original  church  being^preatly^iiewired^by^iG^ 

iHi  new  one  was  *built  m  the  jfear  kMD ;  but  tbatiba- 

dngidestroyed  ibyithe  general  CQ«flagfa,tion^'tiie}pca^ 

Jsent'edifi<»B  wasterected  iniits^stead,  andv<^mpidbd9r 

finished  in  the  year  1690.    It  is  a  plain,.neat:JixuiUk 

Jng,  'and  is  situated  .on  the  aiuiteilt;wafterGSoui»e  of 

Wallbrook.  »It  isfsixty-six.iefit >long,:fifty-four rbcMcl, 

tliicty^xiin'keight,to-thed%^of,^ntl  one:fauxidri^^ 

i  forty; feet  to  the  toj^  ol^the^teeple.    LlWbo;d|Qriiscf«ll 

"^nlightened'by  a -row  of  lofi^y*  windows,  orcrwhieh 

the 'wall  is  J^iBifliated  by  a  bdii»ttade,eiidiliie2pfiti* 

.ciipal  door  is  .ornamented' with  Conn^ian  eoixmrn^ 

which  support  an  angular  pediraeiit.  /Vhertowfvr-fads 

iai^wiiidoW&iin:the  upperiBtetn5bige,'aad)is:ternii- 

(Bated 
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The  ii»$ide  id  wai|2i»G0lie(i(,i'd»e  ^pi^jr  Bje^lLy  p^yeiiy  s^d 
the  al^Frpiece  h^fidae^maly  9i*n^i»)eAt^d.  The  fb^jt 
for  baptism  is  exceeding  bes^i^ifijil^  the  ba^oo;  beii]^ 
^ai:;vp4  Wth  a'  r^pres69f!Etti0ii<  ef  t^  Gai^dseOi  of  £den 
imd  tbe  Fall,  ^f  Mm^  fl^  Sal^^^ipn  of  N^os^b  and  ^9 
FaaaiHy,.  m  the  Aik ;;  ^  B^ti^.  of  J^sw  by;  Jobc^ 
Beqptiftt^  mi  Fbitip^  betiding:  the  £uQUieI|ir.  Tb^cov^)? 
iS'CH'n^m^nted  with  tbi$%ufeQf  Stf  1^g^ret9an4al$^ 
the  figwes^iOl  Faith?^  Hopej  aw^CW%vr ,      . 

OQi  the.  ikerjbh  9idie  c^  Lpthbctf^,  between  tbiiy 
chuari^li  ^d  C<c^eroan-slree<^  i»  FQi:mide|s'-«q<HaFt ;  se 
amiied.&^>m  ^  btiilding  at  lh<^  nort^  ^d  c^  kf  called 

Thi»  \t9iii,  whiek  is  a  plain  but  eoDiTefiieckt  buftld^ 
iag,  iipt  p»ly  sef  vesi  the  purposae^  <(^  tb^  f^ompmy-  H 
be}oQ^  t0^  biH:  is  al^  ^kised  sl$  a  pfe^e  ef  wOf^hipi  kjf 
a  PjrQsbytfmit  eougccgiKtioa* 
.  The  iiQitbreirtt  exAcemity  of  this,  wiard  W  t^ir<nii3»|e<l 
by  that  paiFt  of  MoorEelds>  ealled  the  Lower  Quor^ 
ters,  which  lie  along  the  fe©»tof,fitetiUeB8^.Hpspi 
Xhi$  ^fRIcer  idi  divided  mto^  fo^ir  quacfitangks,  plal>te(| 
with  ^m^tree$,  and  divided  hy  graTeUed  wa^ks:, 
which»  some  ve^s  ago^  w^e  so  luuch  frcqvi^iti^  as 
dr  ffom^w^.  qy  the  fiishiOnable  part  of  tib^e  citij^^i^ 
as  to:  o^in  the  appellation  of  the  City  Mall ;  bi^  at 
IXQseQt  they  we.jvery  miich  negfected.  The  houses 
m  th^  iHMrth  and  east  sidesi,  are  i»hab}ted  pri»eipally 
\y  brokers;  attd  the  soiiikth  le^ide  is  wJI»oiiy  occupied 
by  Bethlem-hospital. 

This  hospital  (as  before  observed  in  the  aurvey^  of 
J^hopf^crward),  was  founded  fcfr  lu«itatics,  nea^ 
the  north-east  comer  of  Lower  Moorfields,  in  Bi-^ 
shopsgat^  l^ish;  but  that'  becoming  ruinous,  as 
yff^l  *»  too  small  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  cba- 
rky,  sjbo  lord  m^yos^  aldermen^  and  common-coun<r 
i.  .  4  cil. 
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cil,  granted  the  governors  the  spot  of  ground  where- 
on the  present  edifice  stands,  the  fouodation  of 
which  was  laid  in  the  month  of  April,  1675:  but  the 
wings  on  each  side  were  not  erected  till  some  years 
after  the  building  was  completed. 

This  noble  structure  is  five  hundred  and  forty 
feet  in  length,  and  forty  feet  in  breadth.  The  mid- 
dle and  ends,  which  project  a  little,  are  adprned 
with  Corinthian  pilasters,  entablatures,  foliage,  &c. 
and,  rising  above  the  rest  of  the  building,  have  each 
a  flat  roof,  with  a  handsome  balustrade  of  stone,  in 
the  center  of  which  is  a  handsome  turret.  That  in 
the  middle  is  adorned  with  a  clock  and  three  dials, 
on  the  top  of  which  is  a  gilt  ball  and  vane.  The 
whole  is  built  of  brick  and  stone,  and  inclosed  by  a 
handsome  wall,  formed  of  the  same  materials,  six 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  long.  In  the  centre  of  this 
wall,  which  goes  in  with  a  grand  semicircular  sweep, 
is  a  large  pair  of  fine  iron  gates,  supported  by  stone 
piers,  on  the  top  of  which  are  two  statues,  m  a"^ re- 
clining posture ;  one  representing  Raving,  and  the 
other  Melancholy,  Madness.  These  figures  are 
finely  expressed,  and  were  executed  by  Mr.  Cib- 
ber,  who  carved  the  emblematical  figures  on  the 
Monument.  This  wdl  incloses  a  range  of  gardens, 
neatly  adorned  with  walks  of  broad  stone,  grass- 
plats,  and  trees.  In  the  east  division,  which  is  se- 
parated by  the  entrance  into  the  hospital,  those  of 
the  lunatics,  who  are  well  enough  to  be  suffered  to 
go  about,  are  allowed  to  walk,  and  enjoy  the  beiiefit 
of  the  fi'esh  air. 

The  expense  of  erecting  this  edifice,  besides  that  of 
building  the  wings,  amounted  to  near  seventeen 
thousand  pounds. 

^  Notwithstanding  the,  magnificence  of  this  struc- 
ture, it  §hows  more  of  good  intention  than  of  good 
taste,  in  the  governors  of  this  charity,  under  whose 

direction 
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direction  it  was  built;  the  style  of  architecture  be- 
ing very  improper  for  an  hospital  for  lunatics,  in 
which  simplicity  and  regularity  were  alone  to  be  at- 
tended to ;  or,  if  pilasters  were  thought  necessary, 
those  of  the  Tuscan  order  would  have  suited  the 
Resign  much  better  than  the  Corinthian.  Another 
stril^ing  defect  is  in  the  centre  pavilion,  which  should 
have  had  more  appearance  of  being  the  principal 
part  of  the  building. 

The  inside  of  this  building  chiefly  consists  of  two 
galleries,  one  over  the  other,  which  are  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  yards  long,  thirteen  feet  high, 
and  sixteen  feet  broad,  exclusive  of  the  cells.  These 
galleries  are  divided  in  the  middle  by  two  iron  gates, 
in  order  to  separate  the  men  from  the  women;  the 
latter  being  confined  to.  the  western  part,  and  .tilie 
former  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  hospital.  At  ,the 
entrance,  between  these  tivo  gate^,  on  the  right 
tend,  is  a.  handsome  apartment  for  the  steward, 
who  is  the.  manager,  under  the  direction  of  the 
committee.  On  the  left  is. a  spacious  room,  in  whidi 
4:he  committee  jsit  to  receive  and.  dischaige  patients. 
£elow  stairs  is  a  good  kitcheA,  and  all  necessary 
i3fficesfor  keeping  and  dressing  provisions,  washing, 
&c;  and  at  the  south-^ast  ct>rner  is  a  bsith,for  the  use 
of  the  patients.    . 

;  .There  are  about  two  hundred  cells,  or  rooms  for 
patients  in  this  hospital,  each  of  which  is  provided 
^  with  a  bed ;  but,  when  the  state  of  the  patient  is 
such  as  to  require  it,  this  is  replaced  with  fresh  clean 
straw. 

'  This  hospital  was  formerly  open  for  the  admission 
of  the  public,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  many  of  tfi^ 
unhappy  patients ;  but,  by  the  present  regulation, 
no  person  is  admitted  without  a  ticket,  sigdiod  hy 
one  of  the  govternors. 
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Of  Bassishaw  TTdrd. — BduiidJS. — Precincts. — BctsmgHatl-^ 
streeP. — Bldckwell  HalL^^-St.  MicHael,  Dgtssisk^na.*-^ 
Mtcson^*  MalU^^WlMiver^  HdU, — OirdUr^'  ia#M,  ■  - 

T»]s  is  a  vetf  stMll  wwdV  considKiii^  pmidpelly 
of  €tne  large  street,  calted  BiBistnghail^sti^elL  It  m 
bounded  aa  Hie  east  an^  siiM^  %  Cotenan-stteetii 
ward;  on  tke  wesit  hy  Cri^leg^ite  atud  Cbeap^warob^ 
and  en  tte  ncilrfli  l^  Cri|^plegate-«i«wd«  it  ni  divided 
iotD  two  pveclnctsi^  i^  iis^gdi^iied  bf  an  aldtnnaa, 
four  oommMi-eoultdl-meA,  Ihtfeei  ccMtedbtes^  sereft* 
ftran  inquest-fiEien,  and  a  bealdk. 
i  Bastiighatt-slt^et  d^iite»  il^  naiM  ftodi  tlie  ma»* 
iion*»h<mse  of  the  ft»iyify  df  thi$  BsKiis^i  s^eml  of 
wfacMH  scyv«d  llie  cfti^f  €«<9e6  in  tfae  eiQr,  »ii  tlM  tank 
*id  I4th  eencaiy i  Itf  #sis  ^i^igliiaUt  Mlled  Bfomff^ 
hkw^ or hatl ;  bfBAi d^Mehdimt^ Mr.  Tkomat Bsdie. 
welt,  it  dian^ed  k&  4iam6  to  BakeweH^s^all*  it  a& 
terw«rd«  fell  to  the  6Y4mtiy  afld,  in  die  yemr  I3$7f 
was  sdd  Iby  Kk)^  tti^bsfd  IL  with  to  gwlena  and 
appurtenances,  to  the  mayor  and  GOtnnioiialty^  0f 
London^  for  ft^ty  potmds^;  shicie  trbidi  time^  it  has 
been  corftiptty  eilled  ^tackweU-haU,  and  used  aa  a 
wetekly  matk^t  tbt  w<>oltefi  clodis. 
.  The  old  ball  had  become  so  raiqous,  that,  la 
I608,  it  was  pulled  down,  and  rebuilt,  at  an  expense 
0^  two  tt»ot^Ad  &xr€^  hufndired  poutrds  ^  the  principal 
piMiof  which  wa»  defrayed  by  Richard  May,  Mer* 
dmii-taylon  This  buildtng  being  destroyed  by  the 
&ieLiiij666)  the  present  structure  waa  6re<;ted  ia 

1673.  . 

It 


\ 


It  Is  $t  sqjuiae  rbnUding,  wWi  ifewd  icbiiEts  in,  thfe^ 
«Q(^!dl6,  :suri;attn4ed  iwith  ji^aidiCAi^s,  and  has  itwd 
^[{lacipw  enttaocesi,  or  )gai£$  fior  ictaiEiages ;  .OHeifirdm 
JB99iiiighQU-r(»tre^  and  ilhe  c^dn^r  from  £[iiildhall'*yaid, 
yn^^^^  isitbe  pi!i]wiqf^l)fr(»A>  w4  a  door-tcasevadoineil 
3fifitU  <twp  iCQliiinn$  df  ^  .Bwl^  (tfdei:,  with  ^heir  eoh 
tablature,  auA  h  .p^difooat,  ao  inthrah  tase  the  km^ 
jsmos^  md^  a  little  hmQv,^  >tbe  <}ily>ai»iis,  ^nichlsd 
with  ci>pi^,  ^Q*  IBl^e isiabo.  aiiieotsanceito  it  from 
Ci^te«AQB^tr«t- 

Withto  ihfmi  IbiiUdiQgs  are  different  apartments, 
4if  waif^oiUKa,  oall^  ;th^  Devoashire,  the  Glouoes^ 
(tatshttfi,  the  iWorceaWrshkei,  the  Kentish,  the  Medr 
jtegr,  ilihe  ^Bpgnidbi,  md  ^e  cBl^nket-halls ;  in  whtcb 
l^<ih  ^0^  -of  clofli  pay«  we  penny  far  pitching^ 
mA  ra  hallip^ny  iper  week  for  resting.  The  profits 
areuppli^  rtowar^fthe  support  of  :Chxist'8>HospitaI ; 
4NA!P^0VOTnDi8'Of  \(4iiah  barn  ;th^  sole  managemeat 
'jrf itfe  wardiousees, 

Tlw  market  m^  tersaid  tobe  Ibe  greatest  wooli* 
JUta  ^Ipth^^paarii^et  in  tbeiTrorld;  aad:lherdbreit>haa 
always  been  the  particular  care  of  the  city. of  'Lon^ 
^m  .^'ki^^  it  und^rstln^  b<^t;^tablished  j^egulations 

m^  orcter3;(for,  i$o  early^ts^tiie  81st  of  JUohard  H.»it 
MflSfQi^4inqd,^tiia|;iitp  oi^RQ^r  of  \p9iBon  jsboutd  .^e^ 
Itpyivi^kn  clotb»,  i«tceptj&f!y  tiverp  fiait  ^broi^ht, 
Ji^MrbQured,  and  diacbcifg^  at  itbe .commcHi.makki^ 
gjf  Bbrcbvv^lUhaU,  iUpw  tpain  vpf  sfor&iture  thereof, 
Jiad  tbEd;(pQdtnan:QerwaBtaf>Qfii?med  hy^s^ 
iRQpkoiULinpiK  :held  tOii  the  1st  cof. August,  ^S  dHenry 
^H.^MTilh  thi3iadditi0n,  that  no  manner  of  persqn, 
h^mg  a  fc9WliW;Qf 'this  pity, 'Buffer  any  manner  c/i 
if^r^m  ;whfifeBM^r,  .bed^e-free  idrjfdnaign,  to  bay  » 
^U  .Bfijjr  fmrnD^r  ^^f  Jcvodllen  dlotb^,  hariboured  or 
flAigfld«'^3>nimi^.toithe  jsaid  ordinanoe,  within  ^hk 
shop^  chamber,  or  other  plac^. within  1113  house,  un- 
less 
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less  the  said  cloths  were  first  brought  to  BlackWell 
hail,  and  there  bomght  an^  sold,  under  the  penalt} 
of  six  sbiUingB  and  eight  pence  fcwr'every  broad  cloth, 
three  shillings  and  four  pence  for  every  ke^y, 
and  twenty  pence  ftsr  every  dessein  of  Bridge  water, 
and  other  pieces  of  cloth :  double  for  a  second  of- 
fence,  and  disfranchisement  for  a  third. 
.  'These  is  only  one  church  in  this  ward,  which  is  situ* 
ated  on  the  west  side,  and  nearly  in  the  centre  of  Ba- 
singhall-street,  and  is  called  St.  Michael,  Bassishaw. 

This  church  received*  its  name  from  being  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Michael,  the  Archangel,  and  from  its  si* 
tuation.    It  is  a  rectory,  and  was  originally  founded 
about  the  year  1140;  at  Which  time  it  was  in  the 
gift  of  the  prior  and  canons  of  St.  Bartholomew; 
ijmithfield.    The  register  of  London  gives  n6  name 
of  a  rector,  before  Ralph  de  Walthana,  who  died  in 
1 327 J  when  the  presentation  belonged  to  Henry 
Bodyke,  citizen  of  London ;  but,  about  a  centurjr 
after,    it  fell   to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St. 
PauFs,  who,  from  that  time,  have  continued  pa- 
trons thereof. 

The  old  church,  which  was  very  beautifulj  ^^s 
entirely  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  London;  and  the 
|n:esent  structure  was  completed  in  1 679-    The  wj^ 
of  this  building,  which  are  of  brick,  are  strengthenejj 
with  rustic  work  at  the  comers,  and  the  body  is  ^^^ 
enlightened  by  a  sinde  series  of  large  .windows.   A 
the  east  end,  where  me  top  is  tertninated  by  an  aj^» 
the  light  is  given  by  three  veindows;  one  of  tnem 
upright,  and  the  two  others  circular.    The  steep 
consists  of  a  stone  tower,  crowned  with  a  ^^fit 
from  which  rises  a  kind  of  spire.    The  length  of  tB 
church  is  seventy  feet,  the  breadth  fifty  fe^'  \J 
height  of  the  roof  forty-two  feet,  and  that  of  ^ 
tower  seventy-five  feet.  The 
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.  _  l^e  other  public  buildings  in  this  ward,  are,  four 

'^'''  of  the  companies*  halls,  viz.  on  the  east  side  of 
Basinghall-street,  Meeons'-hadl,  a  small  but  very 
convenient  stone  building,  in  Masons'-alley. 
Wearerg'^hafl,  whi6h  is  a  handsome  building, 
^^^  ne&tly  adorned  in  the  inside  with  hangings,  fret- 
^•^         work,  and  a  skreen  of  the  Ionic  order. 

Girdl^rs^-hall ;  a  handsome  smd  convenient  build- 
ia^  finished  in  l66I,  w'ell  wainscoted  within,  and 
with  tt  (Ikreen  of  the  Coifiiposite  order. 
^  Oxt  the  y^est  side  of  Basinghall-street : 

Coopeis*.hall ;  a  stately  well-built  edifice,  of  btick. 
The  hall  is  a  handsome  rooni,  wtiinscoted  to  the 
height  of  fourteen  feet,  and  paved  with  marble.    Of 
t  ^  Jate  yea^  tiiifi^  ^all  has  been  used  for  the  dfiawing  of 
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CHAP.   XXI. 

Of  Cripplegate  IVard.'^^Bounds.'-^Divisum.^^'Exteni.-^ 
Precincts. — Principal  Streets. — ^Aldermanbury. — St* 
Man/g  Aldermanlury. — St.  Alphage.^^^Sion  College.-^ 

Curriers'  Hall. — St.  Albany  Wood-street. St.  Olave, 

Silver-street. — St.  Michael,  Wood-street. — Wax-chandr 

lers'  Hall. Haberdashers'  Hall. Addle^street.^-^ 

Brewers'  Hall. — -Plasterers'  Hall. Silver-street.-'^ 

Monkwell-street. — Barbers'  Hall.- — Nicholas's  Atms^ 
houses. — Lamb's  Chapel. — Rogers' s,Alfns^hauses»'^^t. 
Mary  Magdalen,  Milk-street. 

This  ward  takes  its  name  from  the  gate  wfaipb 
has  been  already  described,  in  page  3(58  of  this  yot 
lume.  It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Cheap,  Bassi- 
shaw,  and  Coleman -street  wards,  and  Little  Moor- 
'fields ;  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  St.  Luke,  Old- 
street  ;  on  the  west  by  Aldersgate-ward,  and  on  the 
south  by  Cheap-ward. 

It  consists  of  two  parts,  viz.  Cripplegate  within, 
and  Cripplegate  without  the  walls,  and  extends  from 
Cheapside,  on  the  south,  to  beyond  Bridgewater- 
square,  in  the  north ;  and  from  Mdorfields,  in  the 
east,  to  Jewin-street,  in  the  west. 

It  .is  divided  into  thirteen  precincts,  viz.  nine 
within  the  walls,  and  four  without ;  and  isf  governed 
by  an  alderman,  twelve vcommon-council-men,  thir- 
teen constables,  thirty-four  inquest-men,  and  three 
beadles. 

The  principal  streets  and  lanes,  within  the  walfe 
are  Milk-street,  Aldermanbury,  Love-lane,  Lad-lane, 
Wood-street,  all  but  about  seventy  feet  on  the  west, 
towards  Cheapside,  Addle-street,  Silver-street,  and  a 
small  part  of  Cheapside,  reaching  about  one  hun- 
dred and  seviBnty  ieet,  eastward,  from  Wood-street. 

Jn 
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In  this  district  are  included  parts  of  Cateaton -street, 
London-wall,  Little  Wood-street,  Harti-street,  Monk- 
well-street,  Maiden-lane,  and  Gutter-lane. 

The  chief  places  without  the  walls  are,  Fore-street, 
Moor-lane,  part  of  Grub-street,  Whitecross-street,  to 
beyond  Beech-lane,  Redcross-street,  Beech-lane,  the 
principal  part  of  Barbican,  all  Bridgewater-square,^ 
aiid  the  east  end  of  Jewin-street. 

In  this  chapter  we  shall  treat  of  that  part  withiii 
the  walls.  . 

Aldermanbury  has  been  already  noticed  in  Cheap- 
ward,  as  the  place  where  the  first  bury,  or  hall,  for 
the  meetingsof  the  aldermen  was  situated.    The  ear- 
liest notice  of  this  place  appears  to  be  in  the  regis- 
ter of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  at  Osney,  near  Oxford ; 
in  iwhich  an  entry  is  made  of  certain  grounds  and 
rents,  in  the  Aldermanbury  of  London,  given  to 
that  parish,  in  the  year  1189,  by  Richard  Renery, 
one  of  the  sherifife  of  London. 
.   On  the  west  side  of  this  street^  between  Love- 
lane  and  Addle-street,   stands  the  parish-church  of 
St.  Mary,  Aldermanbury,  which  is  of  ancient  foun-' 
dation ;' as  ki  evident  from  a  sepulchral  inscription, 
in  the.  old  church,  bearing  the  date  of  1116.     The 
patronage  was  formierly  in  the   Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  St.  Paul's,  who,  in  the  year  1331,  with  the 
consent  of  Stephen,   Bishop  of  London,  appropri- 
ated it  to  the  adjoining  hospital  of  Elsing  Spital ; 
but  with  a  proviso,  that  the  dean  and  chapter  should 
have  the  patronage  of  both,  and  that,  upon  the  ap- 
pointmetit  of  a  custos  to  this  church  and  hospital,  he 
was  to  swear  fealty  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  and  to 
pay  them  an  ancient  pension  of  a  mark  a  year,  due 
from  this  church,  and  six  shillings  and  eight  pence 
yearly,  for  the  hospital,  as  gran  ted  hy  the  founder, 
William  de  Elsing,  in  testimony  of  its  subjection  to 
the  church  of  Stp-raul.    It  was  also-agreed  that  the 

custos 
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euaUM  sfamild  find  a  priest  to  serve  tke  eiii«i  wko 
was  to  be  afiproved  by  the  dean  and  chapter. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  this  church  was,  at  that  tune 
a  curacy,  as  it  still  continues:  but,  after  the  dissolu- 
^n  of  the  hospital,  the  patronage  was  gianted  to 
the  parishionefs,  who  have  ever  since  fneBOited 
to  it. 

The  old  church  being  destroyed  by  the  dreadfid 
fire  in  1666,  tbe  present  atructuie  was  finished  ten 
years  after.  It  is  built  of  stone,  and  very  plain;  tbe 
bo^  is  weD  enl^tened,  and  die  comers  are  wfow^t 
with  rustic  It  is  seventy-two  feet  kmgj  and  fff^* 
five  broad ;  the  roof  is  thirty-eight  feet  hi^»  and  the 
sfeee|de  about  ninety  feet  It  has  mdain  sdid  tow^ 
constructed  in  the  same  manntt  as  the  body,  aid 
Ibm  angies  in  the  upper  stage  strengdiened  witb 
fustic;  the  cornice  is  supported  by  aovoUs,  and  iibove 
it  is  a  {dam  attic  course.  In  this  rises  a  turret,  wi A 
a  square  base  that  supports  the  disd.  This  tunet  it 
aiehedy  but  the  comers  are  massy,  and  its  i6of 
is  terminated  m  a  point,  en  which  la  plaoed  ^ 


On  tiie  soutli^  ^de  of  this  chuidi  stood  a  coadmt, 
elected  by  Sir  Willison  Eastfield,  in  1438,  fer  sop- 
plyii^  the  neighbouring  inhabtomta  with  «aiff> 
mm  Tyburn;  which  being  destroyed  Iw  die  ft* 
in  1666,  was  sooa  afterwards  rebuilt:  but,  ato 
the  plentiliil  suppfy  of  water  rendered  these  buiU* 
ings  useless,  ihis,  with  those  in  Cheayside,  and 
without  Gripplegate,  were  pulled  dnwn  in  1790) 
and  the  stones  employed  ki  repairmg  tike  gate  ufM 
London-bridge. 

At  the  north-west  comer  of  Aldermanbuiy  sttttl^ 
the  parish  church  of  St.  Aiphage ;  sa  called  itua  its 
dedication  to  St.  Aiphage,  or  Eiphage,  a  noble  An- 
^-Saxon  saint.  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  after^ 

wards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  pat  to 

death 
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1  dkatii  by  the  Danes,  at  Greenwich,  on  the  17th  of 

I  April,  1014. 

c  The  first  church  in  London ,  dedicated  to  this 

I  saint,  stood  adjoining  to  the  city  wall,  near  the  east 

I  side  of  Cripplegate.    But,  it  being  demolished  at 

I  the  suppression  of  religious  houses,  by  Henry  VIIL 

and  the  site  thereof  turned  into  a  carpentei^s  yard, 
the  south  aisle  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  Elsing  Spi- 
tal,  was  x^onverted  into  the  parish  church. 

The  advowson  of  this  church,  which  is  a  rectory, 
was  anciently  in  the  Dean  and  Canons  of  St.  Martinis* 
le-Grand,  in  whom  it  continued  till  Henry  VU.  an- 
nexed it  to  St.  Peter's,  Westminster,  when  the  ab- 
bot and  convent  became  the  patrons  of  it ;  but  that 
convent  being  dissolved.  Queen  Mary,  in  the  year 
1 553,  granted  the  patronage  thereof  to  Edmund, 
Bishop  of  London,  and  his  successors,  in  whom  it 
still  remains. 

This  church  escaped  the  fire  of  I.<oi|don,  bot  be^ 
came  so  ruinous,  that  it  was  rebuilt  in  1770.  It  i$ 
a  very  small  but  ne^t  edifice,-  built  of  bride  and 
stone,  and  well  enlightened.  It  has  neither  tow^ 
nor  any  other  ornament  on  the  top;  but  the  doors  of 
entrance,  one  of  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  Lon^ 
don-wall,  and  two  others  at  the  ncnii  end  of  Alder^ 
manbury,  are  very  neatly  CMmamented;  and  each 
front  is  crowned  with  a  pediment.  On  the  sides  ct 
Hie  front,  next  LoDdoci-*wall,  are  two  handsome 
atone  pillars ;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  firont,  in  AU 
dennaobury,  is  n  spacious  arched  window,  with  a 
•matt  port-hole  window  on  each  side,  and  a  neat  b»* 
Ittstrade  beneath  it.  Part  of  the  <M  church  remains 
at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  present  one. 

Ad^ning  to  the  west  end  of  this^  church  stands 
SiOn  College,  on  the  site  of  Elsing  Spital,  which  was 
neientfy  a  house  of  nuns;  but  this  establishment 
Hming  to  decay,  William  Elding,  m^cer,  in  tlie  year 

1329, 
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13S99  began  the  foundation  of  an  hospital  for  the 
support  of  one  hundred  blind  men,  in  the  same 
place ;  towards  the  erecting  of  which  he  gave  his 
two  houses,  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Alphage,  and 
o|ir  Blessed  Lady,  in  Aldermanbury,  near  Cripple- 
gate. 

This  house  was  afterwards  a  priory,  or  hospi- 
tal of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  founded  in  the  year 
1332,  by  William  Elsing,  for  canons,  r^uiar;  of 
which  £l^ng  himself  became  the  first  prior :  and 
was  surrendered  on  the  eleventh  of  May,  in  the 
22nd  of  Henry  VIIL 

Sion  college  owes  its  foundation  to  Dr.  Thomas 
White,  vicar  of  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  west,  who, 
among  other  charities,  left  30001.  to  purchase  and 
build  the  same,  with  ahns-houses  for  twenty  poor 
pe<^le,  ten  men  and  ten  women.  He  also  gave  one 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds  per  annum  for  ever  to  the 
college  and  alms-^houses ;  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  for  the  support  of  the  alms-people,  aiad  forty 
|K>unds  pel*  annum  for  the  expenses  of  the  founda- 
tion. 

The  original  building  was  b^un  in  the  year  l637| 
and  the  work  being  completed  agreeable  to  the  will 
ci  the  founder,  a  charter  was  procured  under  the  great 
seal  of  England,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  for  incor- 
porating the  clergy  of.  London ;  by  which  all  the 
rectors,  vicars,  lecturers,  and  curates,  were  con- 
stituted fellows  of  this  college ;  and  the  Bishop  of 
London  was  appointed  visitor.  Out  of.  the  incum- 
bents were  annually  to  be  elected  as  governorsi  a 
president,  two  deans,  and  four  assistants,  who  were 
to  meet  quarterly  to  hear  a  Latin  sermon,  and  after- 
Wards  to  be  entertained  at  dinner  in  the  college  hall, 
at  the  expense  of  the  foundation.  In  1632  the 
governors,  and  clergy  s^eed  upon  having  a  common*' 

seal,  on  which  was  tfie  figure  rf  the  Good  SaparitaP* 

with 
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with  this  inscription,  Vade  et  fac  similiter;   and. 
^ round  it,  Sigillum  Collegii  de  Sion  Londini. 

To  this  college  belongs  a  very  spacious  library^ 
which  was  added  to  it  after  its  first  institution,  at  the 
'  sole  expense  of  the  Rev*  John  Simpson,  Rector  of 

St  Olave,  Hart-street,  and  one  of  the  executors  of 
I  Dr.  White'^  will.     A  great  number  of  books  were 

I  brought  to  this  library  from  the  old  cathedral  of  St. 

Paul,  in  the  year  1647,  and  many  others  were  given 
I  by  private  benefactors.    But,  in  1666,  one  third 

i  part  of  the  books,  the  alms-houses,  several  chambers 

for  students^  and  the  apartments  reserved  for  the 
I  governors  and  fellows  to  meet  in,  and  for  the  re- 
I  sidence  of  the  librarian  and  clerk,  were  destroyed  by 

I  the  great  fire.     However,    the  whole  edifice  was 

1  afterwards  rebuilt  in  the  plain  manner  it  now  appears^. 

I  The  new  library  has,  at  different  times,  been  greatly 

i         enlarged;  particularly  by  a  part  of  the  Jesuits'  books 
I  seized  in  the  year  1679;   by  the  donation  of  Lord 

I  Berkley,  who  gave  half  of  his  uncle  Cook's  books  to 

I  it,  by  several  legacies,  to  be  laid  out  annually  in 

books ;  by  a  great  number  of  private  benefactors ; 
jind  lastly,  by  the  books  that  it  has  been  some  time 
I  a  custom  for  every  incumbent  within   the  city  and 

,  fiuburbs  t>f  London,  to  give,  on  his  taking  possession 

of  his  living.  For  the  preservation  and  care  of  this 
,  library,  thefe  is  a  librarian^  who  has  a  genteel  apart- 

ment on  the  south  side  of  the  college. 

The  alms-houses  are  built  under  the  library  on  the 
west  side  of  the  square,  ten  within  the  college  for 
the  men j  and  ten  without  it  for  the  women.  Four 
of  these  alms-people  are  nominated  by  the  city  of 
Bristol,  where  Dr.  White  was  boi:n;  eight  by  the 
Merchant  Taylors' Company;  six  by  the  parish  of 
St.  Dunstan,  where  he  was  minister  forty^nine  years; 
md  two  by  St.  Gregory's  parish,  where  he  had  lived 
jibout  twenty  years, 

Westward 
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Westward  firom  Bion  CoU^e,  and  beyond  Philip* 
lane,  is  Curriers'«<xnirt,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  is 
a  Dcat^  cottTement  haH  beloiiging  to  the  company  of 


A  little  fimher  to  die  wast »  Wood^street,  cm  the 
east  side  of  which,  at  the  aootb^west  comer  of  Love-* 
taoe,  stands  the  parochial  church  of  &U  Albatis, 
Wood-street. 

This  church  is  a  rectory,  and  takes  its  name  frcmi 
its  dedication  to  St.  Att>aa,  the  Britisb  Protomartyr. 
Its  origin  is  involved  in  obsieurityr  b«Kt  ft  i»  sappOfikMt 
to  have  been  founded  by  Alfred,  wheof  he  reslofed 
the  city,  in  886,  after  it  bad  been;  mvs^ed  by  the 
Danee :  otheis,  however,  insagine^  from  the  diurdi 
being  hmk.  of  the  sawie  materials  as  a  squase  fowet 
nsinaining  at  the  north  comer  of  Love^laiie  as  late 
as  the  year  16^^  and  which  was  beHeved  t^  have 
been*  part  of  Kins  Athebtaii^s  palace,  that  it$  feuftdtt* 
tioa  is  to  be  astributed  to  that  monarch.  Whicbevtetf 
of  tliese  opinions  be  true,,  the  original  btfildj^g  re- 
mained till  l634y  when  it  was  taken^  dowft  md  a 
new  chwch  erect^  cw  die  same  spot ;  which  wm 
destrcryed  thirty-two  years  after  by  the  five  of 
London. 

The  present  churelv  was^  built  upon  fbe^  same 
modbl  as  the  former ;  and  is  sistl^-4)ix  feet  in  lengthy 
fifty^ine  feet  in  br«adth,  and  thirty-thr<se  feist  in 
height  to  the  roof.  &;  is  a  Gothic  structure;  witli^it 
plain  body  and  large  window8,^and  tbe  wall  is  crown- 
ed m^  a  sqiiam  battlanent.  U  has  a>  handsome 
tower,  ninetyf-six  feet  in  height,  wtiichis^  divided 
mtO)four  sta^es^  siupported  hf  Gothic  pilissteis^  eadi 
emvmed  wi&  its  own  cornice,  bi^  the  lower  stag<^ 
«ine  window  occupies  the  middle  dP  the  spacft^  bcMh 
infinnt  and  on  the  sides^  the  bam  fenning  a^  dbubUr 
seriesiofGothicafches:  and  the  pilasters  apecaniediif^ 
straight  at  the  sides,  the  remainder  of  tbe  i^pace  Ik^Bbic 
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left  plain.    The  second  stage  is  enlightened  by  pott- 
'  hole  windows  ;  and  the  othet  two  stages  have  long 

•Gothic  windows.     The  nsuTnmit  of  ^tbe  tower    is 
edged  with'battlemeflt  work,  plain  ^nd  close,  and  its 
^erge  is  crowned  with  handsome  pinnacles,  one  at 
'  each  corner  and  one  in  the  middle  -of  each  face.   » 

The  patronage  df  this  dhurch  was  originally  in  the 

*  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Albans,  in  Hertfordshire^ 
from  whom  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  masker, 

4  brethren,  and  sisters  of  the  hospital  of  St,  James,  at 

t  Westoinster.    If  aw  long  they  possessed  it  does  not 

!•  appear,  hut  'Henry  TI.  granted  it  to  the  provost  and 

I  fellows  of  Eaton  college,  which  was  founded  by  him> 

$  and  it'has  remained  m  them  ever  since. 

« 

ii  When  this  dhureh  was  re-erected  after  the  fire  of 

If  'London,  the  parish  of  St.  Olave,  Silver-street,  the 

$  church  of  which  was  also  burnt,  was  annexed  to  it. 
|)  The  pariihof^St.  Olave,  Silver-street,  is  a  rectory, 

^  the  church  whereof  stood  at  the  south-west  corner 

jt  of   Silver-street.      It    was    a    small   church,     the 

^  patronage    of    which    was    always    in    the   Dean 

I  and  Chapter  of   St  PauFs,   who,   since   the    fire, 

^  have  presented  alternately  with  the  provost  and  fel* 

^  lows  of  Eaton  college.    The  site  of  the  church  is 

liow  a  burying* place  for  the  parishioners, 
jl  'Farther  south,  on  the  west  side  of  Wood-street, 

1^  stands  the  parish  church  of  St.  Michael,  Wood-street. 
^  This  church  is  of  some  antiquity,  as  appears  by 

^  John  de  Eppewell,  being  rector  thereof  in  the  year 

'  1328.     The  old  church  being  destroyed  by  the  fire 

J  of  London  in  1666,  the  present  structure  was  finish- 

f  ed   a  few  years  after,  and  the  parish  of  St.  Mary 

■^  Staining  annexed  to  it.     The  east  end  of  this  build- 

*  ing  is  ornamented  with  four  Ionic  columns,  raised 
^  I  upon  a  continued  pedestal ,  with  arches  between,  and 

*  supporting  a  handsome  pediment,  in  the  middle  of 
'  which  is  a  circular  window.  Between  the  column^ 
\  VOL.  II.  Bbbb  are 
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are  three  upright  arched  whidows  that  fill  the  whole 
space.  The  rest  of  the  body  is  plain,  and  the  win- 
dows are  so  high,  that  the  doors  open  under  them. 
The  tower  consists  of  three  plain  stages,  with  large 
windows,  from  the  uppermost  of  which  rises  a 
small  square  course,  the  foundation  of  the  base  of 
the  turret.  The  base  is  cut  away  from  the  breadth 
of  the  tower,  gradually,  to  the  diameter  of  the  turret, 
which  is  plain,  but  handsome ;  and  from  its  top  rises 
a  ball  that  supports  the  vane.  It  is  sixty-three  feet 
long,  forty-two  feet  broad,  thirty-one  feet  hi^h,  to 
the  roof,  and  the  altitude  of  the  tower  is  ninety 
feet. 

The  patronage  of  this  rectory  was  anciently  in 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Alban's,  in  whom  it 
continued  till  the  suppression  of  their  monastery, 
M'hen,  coming  to  the  crown,  it  was  sold,  with  the 
appurtenances,  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  year 
lo44,  to  William  Barwell,  who,  in  the  year  1388, 
conveyed  the  same  to  John  Marsh,  and  others, 
in  trust  for  the  parish,  in  which  it  still  continues. 

On  the  west  side  of  Wood-street  is  Maiden-lane; 
on  the  south  side  of  which  is  Wax-chandlers'-haJl, 
a  handsome  modern  brick  building,  well  fitted  up 
for  the  use  of  the  company.  Over  the  centre  win- 
dow, on  the  north  side,  is  the  arms  of  the  company? 
and,  over  the  two  end  windows,  a  bee-hive,  carved 
in  stone. 

Nearly  opposite  to  this,  ai  the  corner  of  Staii^mgf- 
lane,  stands  Haberdashers'-hall.  This  is  a  ^m 
handsome  ancient  brick  building.  The  room,  caUea 
the  hall,  is  very  spacious  and  lofty,  and  is  paved  witn 
marble  and  Purbeck-stone.  At  the  west  end,  where 
there  are  two  apertures,  is  a  skreen,  beautifully  ^^' 
namented  with  pilasters  of  the  Corinthian  order. 

On  the  east  side  of  Wood-street  is  Addle-street; 
the  original  name  of  which  is  supposed  to  have 
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been  Adel,  or  Noble-street ;  which  appellation  it 
received  from  its  vicinity  to  Athelstan's  palace. 
Near  the  east  end  of  this  street  is  Brewers'-hall ;  a 
large  and  commodious  building,  supported  by  very 
neat  pillars,  and  with  a  handsome  entrance  into  a 
court,  paved  with  free-stone. 

Nearly  adjoining  to  this  is  a  very  neat  and  con- 
venient hall,  belonging  to  the  Plasterers'  company. 

Opposite  to. Addle-street  is  Silver-street ;  so  called 
from  having  been  formerly  inhabited  by  working 
silversmiths. .  On  the  south  side  of  this  street  is  a 
well-built  Independent  meeting-house. 

On  the  north  side  of  Silver-street,  directly  oppo- 
site the  cemetery  of  St.  Olave's  parish,  is  Monkwell- 
street,  which  took  its  name  from  being  the  resi- 
dence of  the  monks  of  St.  James's  hermitage^  and 
from  a  well  belonging  to  them.  On  the  west  side 
of  this  street,  near  the  centre,  is  Barbers'-hall. 

This  building  was  designed  by  that  great  archi- 
tect Inigo  Jones,  and,  though  of  a  simple  con- 
struction, is  exceeding  elegant,  and  considered  as 
One  of  his  master-pieces.  The  grand  entrance  from 
Monkwell-street  is  enriched  with  the  company's 
arms,  large  fruit,  and  other  decorations.  The  court- 
room has  a  fret-work  ceiling,  and  is  adorned  with 
several  beautiful  paintings,  particularly  a  very  hand- 
some piece,  by  Hans  Holbein,  of  King  Henry  MIL 
uniting  the  barbers  and  surgeons  into  one  company, 
which  contains  portraits  of  eighteen  of  the  most 
eminent  members  of  the  company  at  that  time.  .The 
theatre  belonging  to  the  hall,  at  the  time  these 
coinpanies  were  united,  contained  some  chirurgioal 
curiosities;  but  since  the  Barbers  and  Sui:geons 
have  been  made  separate  bodies,  the  latter  have 
taken  those  curiosities  away,  and  the  theatre  has 
ever  since  been  shut  up  and  deserted, 

Nearly 
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Nearly  opposite  to  thia  hall  are; the. aIni&:hou3e»,. 
founded  in  the  yeat  157^5  by  Sir,  Ambime  Niefaolas^. 
Knight,  lord  mayor  and  Salter^  ft^r  t\¥«biPe  vfidawmd[ 
members  of  that  cony>aay. 

At  the  nortii*west  corner  of  Monkwell-a^ttreet,  im 
Lamb's-chapel-court ;  so  cadled  firom  the  chapel 
vrhich  is  situated  Aere. 

This  chapel  was  founded  as-  early  as  die  tiune  ofi 
King  Edward  L  when,  it  was  dediieaJtedi  tx>Sl?.  James, 
and  distinguished  by  the  name. of  St.  Jan»isVehapeU. 
or,  Hermitage  on  the  Wall,  frenu  iHsj  beings  situated  so' 
near  to  London-wall.  This  hermitage  belisnged  tor 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  Geroncbn;  in  lieicester- 
shire,  who  kept  two  Cistertian<  monks.  q6  theiir  own^ 
order  ia  this  place.  At  the  geneva])  dissolution^  of 
leligious  houses,  it  was  granted  by  Henry  VllL  tGh 
William  Lamb,  a  gentleman  of  Im  chapel,  andv  a£^ 
terwards,  a  cloth-workerof  this  cifiy;.  who  bequeathed 
it,  with  his  house  and  appurtenasices,.  to  the  value  of 
thirty  pounds  per  annum,  to  the  Cloth-workeFs* 
company,  for  payidg  a  minister  to  read  divine  ser- 
vice, in  this  chapel,  on  Sundays^  Wednesdays;,  ai|4^ 
Fridays,  and  to  'relieve  a  certain  niunkec  of  poor 
people,  at  different  times  throughout  ihie  year. 

The  company  of  Cloth-workens^  have  four  sep^ 
mons  preached  to  them  annually,  in  this  chapelv  on 
four  principal  festivals  in  the  year,  vie.  the  Anniui^ 
ciation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  the  feast  of  St.  John 
Baptist,  the  feast  of  St.  Michaet  the  Aitehangel,  aad 
the  feast  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle.  On  these  days, 
the  master,  wardens,  and  livery  of  the  company,  go 
in  their  formalities  to  the  chapelt,  and  hear  a  sermoiM 
after  which  they  relieve  twelve  poor  men,  and  as 
mrany  women,  with  one  shilling  each*,  ia  money; 
and,  a4;  Michaelmas,  they  give  to  each  of  them  a 
gown,  a  shift,  and  a  paif  of  sbo€s«     Hence  this 

2  chapel 
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ch%)el  has  acquired  the  appellation  of  Lamb's- 
chapel. 

Opposite  to  LambVchapel-court  is  a  small  street, 
called  Hart-street,  on  the  north  side  of  which  is  a 
a  charitable  foundation,  by  Mr.  Robert  Rogers, 
leather-seller  and  merchant-adventurer,  for  six  an- 
cient couple,  who  have  each  two  rooms,  and  re- 
ceive four  pounds  pgf  annum,  from  the  city  of  L9n- 
don,  in  whom  the  gift  of  this  charity  was  left  by 
the  founder. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Milk-street, 
stood  where  the  west  end  of  Honey-lane-market 
now  is.  It  is  an  ancient  rectory,  as  appears  from  a 
letter  from  King  Henry  I.  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  St.  PauPs,  who  have  always  been  the  patrons  of  it, 
respecting  its  rightis  and  privileges. 
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